By FRED SIMPSON

Newly-elected King Township
Mayvor Margaret Britnell will be
nothing if not a ‘“people’s
mayor.”

Mrs. Britnell, the first woman
mayor in King's 118 year his-
tory, made that clear in a rec-
ent interview with “The Lib-
eral”,

“I'm definitely against any
closed meetings with the excep-
tion of those few special ones
pertinent to employees or other
personal problems not of gen-
eral interest to the public.”

She was just warming up to
the subject. .

“Why should we hold private
meetings when the business
we're dealing with is the bus-
iness of the public? The pub-
lic should be the first to know
what we're planning to do. They
shouldn't find out after it's a
fact., It's their business.”
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The subject was recycl-
ing — not roses — recently
when Mayor Britnell com-
mented at a council meeting
that the municipality’'s re-
ports were being printed on
too expensive paper.

She suggesited that re-
cvcled paper could be used
for the township office.

“There is really no rea-
son for these reports to be
printed on the quality
paper,” she said.
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Mrs. Britnell continued:

“T believe we should involve
the people of the township as
much as we can whether by
just informing them of what is
happening or getting them in-
volved in a more active way
such as special committees.

“All too often in the past the
people just found out by acci-
dent what had already become a
fact. 1 want them to know well
ahead and have their say in it.”

She said that it was still up
to council to make decisions
“hut not until all the evidence
is in. I realize I have a lot to
learn, I recognize I'm going to
make mistakes.

“T think the people know we
are just human and subject to

errors. But I'm not afraid to
be wrong, I ean admit when I'm
wrong. We have nothing to
hide. Let's state our opinions
and reasonings in public and be
prepared to be judged by
them.”

She also feels that with the
tendency to bigger, remote gov-
ernments that *the various
councillors are getting farther
and farther away from the pub-
lic. We've got to get back to
the people and increase our
communication with them. None
of us can afford to stand on
pedestals.”

Above all:

“I want the people to realize
that you not only can fight city
hall but vou ean beat it,” she
gaid.

She cited the controversial
Ontario Hvdro line which was
designed to go across King
Township.

“The people fought hard and
wouldn't be discouraged by
seming failures and got their
point across. You can fight
city hall.”

On other subjects;

“I'm opposed to any further
increase in council salaries, I
really feel we're too money
oriented in our councils today.
We think too much about what
we can get out of the public
and not enough of what we can
contribute to it."”

Mavor Britnell stated that
she realized *“that council is
time-consuming and getting
more-so and a councillor should
be paid a reasonable sum. But
he should consider it also a
responsibility to serve the pub-
lic, put something back in the
community.”

She said her salary as mayor
will total $12.000, 6,000 as local
council representative and
$£6,000 for serving on regional
government. Local councillors
are paid $3,200.

Mavor Britnell is also con-
cerned about the municipality
“dragging its tail in passing our
zoning byvlaws to complement
the official plan which has been
passed since 1970. The official
plan is useless if vou have no
bvlaws to enforce it."”

She cited the lack of proper

She cited

bylaws as the reason for the
municipality being wide-open
for objectionable uses or ones
that are located in the wrong
areas.

“If iIncoming people know you
have bylaws they also know
what they can and ecannot do.
They don’t always want to break
a law but thev've got no law
to go by. I'd like to see this
changed as quickly as possible.”

She said she realized that
“mavbe some of the zoning by-
law might prove to be a detri-
ment to the township. Well,
then we'll change them. Not
evervthing is perfect but at
least we'll have something. If
they prove wrong in some cases
we can always amend the by-
law.”

On her ‘'serve the public"
theme, Mrs. Britnell said she
hoped to hold a number of
public meetings on questions
which will be of interest to the
people.

“T want to get them involved,
hear their opinions before the
fact and not after it. People get
frustrated when they are kept
in the dark and then they get
angry. They can be very un-
derstanding if vou just talk with
them."

Mrs. Britnell agrees that she
will be only one voice on coun-
cil but "I think we have some
very reasonable members who
want to serve the municipality
as a whole and not just isolated
areas. I think we'll get along
reasonably well although we
might disagree on some things
which is the way it should be.
Right out in the open.”

One thing she really regrets:

“As mayor, I'll be in a posi-
tion where I'll have to be more
of a conciliator than a partici-
pant. I'll only get to vote on
isues in case of a tie. I rather
regret this because I like a
good fight once in awhile."”

Mrs. Britnell, who lives on
King Summit Road near Con-
cession 5, was also King's first
lady councillor in 1969,

She later opposed Ken Mac-
taggart for the mayorship posi-
tion in 1971 and lost by 148
votes.

What a difference a year can
make,
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Marg. Britnell: Mayor For All People
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