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Jam Session

By PATRICIA FAGAN
Folk Singer Ray Materick

It ‘seems that every time I make plans to go
out somewhere, the weather expresses its dis-
approval with a snowstorm. Like two weeks ago
Friday, when 1 was gll set 1o head down to
Grumbles — a quaint little coffee house in the
King and Jarvis area of Toronto.

The snow was drifting and the visibility close
to nil but 1 decided to make the trek downtown,
regardless. What was the attraction? A folk
singer from Brantford, name of Ray Mqtenck.
I'd heard his album “Sidestreets” and 1t was
enough to whet my appetite. 1 wasn't going to
miss the chance of seeing him perform, just
because of a little snow. The Don Valley Park-
way was as treacherous as [ had feared, but when
I finally arrived at Grumbles, I was glad I'd made

the effort. _ |

Ray wasn’'t exactly the way 1 pmtuirec‘i him
to be. I'd imagined him as a suave, sophisticated
type of artist. Not so. He turned out to be a
combination of entertainer, poet and folksinger.
Prior to each song that he sang, Ray would tell
a funny little anecdote complete with all the ac-
tions. Then he would give a compelling reading
from his poetry book called Fat Birds. After the
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lengthy introduction, would follow the song, done i
in his gutsy, commanding folk style. T ENGLISH INN LIBBY'S
Doesn’t sound like the usual folk singing act, | 18 Assorted Flavours |

does it? But then Ray isn’'t your average folk . 7
singer either. He was 23 years old, before he
decided to put his poetry to music. At first his '-
singing was just a way of expressing _h:a'pnetr}r. , -_
Now it's progressed to songwriting in 1ts own | |
right. That's why Kanata Record Company 1 9-fl-oz (4-A-o1
signed Ray up as a recording artist. Lyrics are 3 8y
undoubtedly the strongpoints of his songs, but | | | jars oL
| daedl )
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If an advertised special is ever sold out, ask the
L e Raya e Manager for a Raincheck. It entitles you to the

album with the comment: “He’s lived it; now he | . e || same item at the same special price the following
sings it.” Ray gets a big kick out of relating | WHITE, YELLOW, GREEN, CORAL week. Or if you wish we'll give you a comparable

that to the audience at Grumbles. He said that 158 : item at the same special price
people tend to take anngi.-:riters E}n seriugm]y ?1“? | - VIV A WEL Liial D vells 4 ¢ i
d too much into the lyrics. Ray writes what. - I pkg o r | ﬂ l

he feels — nothing more, nothing less.
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they're musically sound as well.
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half of that album and written the rest. Most of | i 3 1 oo D 4 ' 1 8 9 |
the tunes have some relevance to his personal | cort.es 400 sheets $ - Iapers egular pkg of 30 $ < gy 89

WHITE, PINK, YELLOW, GREEN, BLUE

life and problems. The other album cuts include
Season of Plenty: Goodbye; Final Fire; Home
From Parade: Dear Christine; Hard Life Alone;
Morning Song Cherylee Rose; One Thing I'll
Never Ask Is Why and Morning Song. Ray sang
most of them for the attentive audience that came
out to hear him on that snowy Friday night.

The only thing that spoiled my evening was
the realization that Ray Materick would never
again play at Grumbles. Nor will any folk singer,
for that matter. Grumbles closed down Thursday
night of last week after futile attempts to secure

a liquor license.

e Custom Framing

e Stock Frames

e Assemble Yourself
Frames

Bring that favourite portrait to
life with a truly distinctive
frame! We can help you.
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Richmond Heights Centre —_ 284-3221
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WARM RECEPTION
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Volvo’s new high-powered heater | CHRISTIE'S MIX AND KERY SAV|NGS!

spreads warmth wherever you sit.
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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

JAMNE PARKER (SAVE T8«)

CRESCENT 39
Pound Cake 4
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There's no reason to wait.

Rent aCulligan Water softener

With no rental fees for 2 months

iLimited time Only) J

We will install a fully antomatic
water softener in your home
(modest connection charge) and
all the wonderful benefits of
CULLIGAN pure, soft, filtered
water will be vours.
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Special offer includes
built in purchase option
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