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Conflict Of Interest

Shilly shallying at Queen’'s Park
may be costing many Ontario mun-
icipalities the services of well qual-
ified, public spirited potential
mayors and councillors.

Last June a Municipal Conflict
of Interest Act was introduced in
the Legislature. The purpose of
the act was to lay down guidelines
for elected officials who might
directly, or indirectly, have occas-
ion to do business with the munic-
ipality. But the act has not been
passed.

The act was drafted after four
aldermen in Thunder Bay were
forced to resign because of their
connection with companies which
had purchasing contracts with the
municipality. Even though they
had declared their interest and

uments in 1970 when the borough
council gave the go-ahead for the
subdivision.

The irony of it all is that Mavor
Basil Hall was absent from the
meeting when the subdivision
question was put to council, and as
senior controller, Paisley was act-
ing mayor. He declared his
interest in the matter and turned
the chair over to Controller Paul
Hunt.

Mayor Hall is retiring from pol-
itics, and Paisley and Hunt had
both thrown their hats in the ring
when it was pointed out that Pais-
ley’s subdivision transaction was
a “contract” with the municipality.
So Paisley, who has always metic-
ulously steered clear of involve-
ments that might conflict with his
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So often readers ask me: “How do you find |
S0 many interesting things for your column”, to |

Last week I spent an interesting hour or so
with John Cole, clockmaker, in his busy jew-
ellery shop upstairs at 7711 Yonge Street, Thorn-
hill — discussing, of all things, the great demand
for old school clocks — partly from nostalgia,
partly from the increased interest in Canadiana.
They are big on the buver's market.

John told me people have been picking up
these old fashioned clocks at auection and farm
However, they are now
becoming so scarce he is making authentic repro-
Since the local supply of |
clockworks is not what it used to be, he imports |

But he makes his own dials, clock faces and
His partner, Herb Brassier,
builds the authentic wooden cases in which the

clocks are housed.
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1s designed for this purpose, so
hopefully it will be enacted before
the next round of municipal elec-
tions in 1974.
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During the pioneer days of this
area, many small crossroads com-
munities were established, usually
centred around a church, a school,

name — since although known as
a town under regional government
in York, it retained some of the
privileges of a township, such as

background and artistic en-
deavors, the conductor inter-
viewed the poet some time
later on “Sonata con Amore”,
again on Channel 10,

Since then, in addition to

dollar. Children: twenty-five ' for infﬂrmati::_'rn_

signed shall then have notice,
and the undersigned will not
be liable to any person of
whose claim they shall not
then have notice.
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know full well that the peo-| fore it was determined that a tiny pin was broken,
ple who pay the taxes will| causing the clock to stop when it reached the
break,

& Nevins, Barristers & Sol-
icitors, 55 Yonge Street
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communities and those who live
there are as proud of the history
and appreciate the unique qualities
of their home sites as those who
live in much larger communities.
Residents of two of these com-
munities in Vaughan, Sherwood
and Carrville, were thus justifi-
ably upset when the council
changed the name of the sideroad,
known as Carrville Road for part
of its length and as Sherwood
Road for the other part, without
prior notice of intent, The first
indication they had that a change
was being considered was when
the bylaw was given third reading
in open council and passed, thus

Council discovered that its dual
personality was a two-edged sword
when Bell Canada decided to pay
its pole tax on a rural basis, at a
great loss of revenue. The tax in
the built-up areas of the Village of
Woodbridge and the Police Vil-
lages of Maple and Thornhill
(which disappeared as municipal-
ities on the creation of the Town
of Vaughan) had been at a much
higher rate. So council has de-
cided that it will be a town on all
counts. Therefore, in name chang-
ing in the future it will have to
follow the regulations for towns,
and all affected residents will have
the opportunity to object if they

two episodes.

understand that the police

Mr. James' delivery of can not be everywhere and
An Autumn Ramble!
Into a leafy glade, I wandered,

Thro' which, a sparkling brook did play;

The trees, arrayed in gold and crimson,
Were radiant, on that Autumn day!

A frisky squirrel, with twinkling eyes,
Skipped briskly up, a knotty pine,

To hide his acorns in a hole,
Where, in chill Winter, he might dine!

Hearing a muffled scuffling near,
I glimpsed a frightend furry hare,

Street, just north of Wilson
Avenue, During that time a
lot of the nursery stock was
stolen at night, One night
someone broke into the salesl
station and office, broke |
cpen the large vault and

' walked off with all its con-|
| tents.
|

My son and I decided to
take some action ourselves.
Just after dark each night we |
would drive our car to a|
spot on one of the streels
near the most vulnerable
area of the nursery. We|
would park and wait, with |
one person sleeping and the!
other keeping watch in turns
throughout the night. We

- - , : <1 | That, hearing hounds bay, not far off, | earried on this plan for sev-

making the change effective. want to — and the judge will | Thought, “I guesslre};l]y cTould take care!™ el wedks: with! the “odd)

The new name for the road is decide. | ; break for a proper sleep at|
Rutherford Road, and the resi- We are pointing this out at this | home.

dents of the former Carrville-Sher-
wood Road agree that the years of
service of the late Albert Ruther-
ford to the township should be
recognized. But council had many
roads from which to choose and it
would have seemed logical to sel-
ect a new road, which did not have
a history under another and a
treasured name.

time to remind all candidates for
municipal office in this area
(Markham, Richmond Hill, King
and Whitchurch-Stouffville as well
as Vaughan), that, if elected, they
are representatives of the people
who elected them. They must
listen to the people and communi-
cate with the people. It is far
better to iron out misunderstand-

A stream-lined doe, and spotted fawn,
Dashed, at some distance, past our glen;
The hounds’ far-cry, grew vet more shrill —

[ held my breath and counted ten!

An instant's flash — yes, that was all
[ caught, of those in pursuit, wild;
So, as I left, I breathed a prayer,
“Dear Lord, protect each forest child!”

On one ocecasion a car
drove into a street next to|

| one of our blocks of young

evergreens, stopped and four
men got out. We waited to |
see what their next move
would be. When they made
no move towards our nurz-:-|
ery. We approached them |

and heard one of the four|

| say, “Let's get out of here.” |
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utfyou need good brakes too.

Firestone brake specialists.

MARY HONEY BROWN, |
191 Centre Street West,

They threw something into

We must concede that council the ditch and took off at

eSS de i onjegtions Our snow tlires are guaranteed to go

acted quite legally in changing the
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before legislation is finally passed.

Richmond Hill.

Serviced Land Shortage Is Critical Problem

Ask the average man in the
street the cause of the contin-
ued increase in the price of
housing and in most cases he
will put the blame on specula-
tion In raw land. But, accord-
ing to a brief recently released
by the Ontario Association of
Architects this is not so. A
shortage of the basic hardware
of housing — watermains, water
supply, sewers and treatment
plants has more to do with the

rising cost of housing in Can-
ada.

The brief outlines shortcom-
ings in proposed amendments
to the National Housing Act
that could affect multi-million-
dollar programs.

The brief states that the
greatest of these shortcomings
is the government's failure to
deal with the most critical
problem — a shortage of serv-
iced building land. It's $70-
million land assembly program
assumes that the basic cause of
rising land costs is speculation.
But the OAA says flatly that
this is not the answer. Services
determine development, no
matter who owns the land.
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The brief notes — “Speculat-
ors are not the main cause of
high-priced land today, but the

governments themselves and
their inability to take a proper
course of action are. The prob-
lem of serviced land is critical.
Apparently it will continue to
get much worse.

“The large amounts of money
required to make even a small
improvement in a growing ur-

ban area would be far more
efficiently directed to trunk
sewers, treatment plants and

assistance to communities where
growth pressures cannot be
accommodated.

“Large profits in land are not
made when there is an over-
supply or even an ample supply
of land.

“All levels of government
have been remiss in their re-
sponsibilities to direct funds to
the best advantage.”

The brief recommends gov-
ernment grants and financing to
build trunk sewers extending
far beyond immediate require-
ments and for long-range land
assembly to provide space at
low cost for new development 10
to 20 wyears after the land is
acquired.

The federal plan to increase
mortgage ceilings for lower-in-
come groups and the assisted
home ownership plan would
also drive land prices up where-

ever serviced land is limited,
the brief warns. The plans,
though aimed in the right di-

rection, would exert more de-
mand pressures on serviced
land costs.

The brief also indicates con-
cern about possible government
reaction to pressure groups,
noting that the proposed NHA
amendments are heavily slanted
in favor of redevelopment in
the centres of cities.

“Although redevelopment of
existing urban areas is import-
ant, the large housing problems
and needs of the next decade
are not being considered ade-
quately. This statement in the
brief refers to increasing prob-
lems in suburban building.
Large metropolitan areas need
to expand in the suburbs to
accommodate the continuing
build-up of new residents.
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The brief also charges that
social changes that took place
in Canada during the 1960s are
generally ignored in the gov-
ernment proposals. An amended
NHA that emphasizes rehabili-
tation in urban core areas for
low-income groups is not en-
tirely realisticc Many of the
jobs available to such groups
are already relocated in the
suburbs.

The neighborhood improve-
ment and residential rehabilita-
tion assistance programs, in
short, according to the brief,
appear to be a poor alternative
to the bulldozer redevelopment
plans of the 1960s. They are
designed to solve housing prob-
lems of low-income families in
neighborhoods they may not be
occupying in 10 vears.

The OAA recommends two
additional amendments to the
NHA, which it feels would bring
the government proposals back
into balance:

Encouragement of intensive
planning studies for the best
forms of growth outside the
centres of cities;

Additional subsidizing grants
to provide community ameni-
ties and transportation in new
development areas outside city
centres.

The OAA recognizes the pro-
posed NHA amendments as a
timely effort to reshape national
housing policies to meet the
needs of a changing society.
[ts doubts about the effects of
some of them are based on di-
rect experience where it counts
— in the market place.

The brief needs to be consid-
ered carefully before legislation
15 passed that misses its target
by even the narrowest margin,

high speed. The article |
thrown into the diteh turned
out to be a cash box. The
following morning we learned
that a North Toronto store
had been robbed and a cash
box taken.

As the above points out,
I feel that if property own-

| ers could get together and

plan to have cars with two

or more chaps in them patrol
some of the places where

damage is done frequently, |
would discourage |

they
would-be vandals. They could
take turns and might catch
some of

people which would be a

deterrent to others.
ANLEY MACEKAY,
42 King High Drive,
Concord.
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We have 9,463 ready-made
picture frames in most
styles, sizes and finishes
at 509% OFF. All framed,
hanging pictures .are 507
OFF the price marked on |
them., We do Custom
Framing at very little ad-
ditional cost.
HOUSE OF 10,000
PICTURE FRAMES
102 Doncaster Ave.,
589-4346
Open 9 'til 6 Mon., Tues.,
Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat. |
Turn right 1st light north
of Yonge and Steeles.
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But even our secure grip on the road
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