The  very real and ever- present
danger inherent in the private yvard
swimming or wading pool was under-
lined in tragic fashion this summer
in Markham Town. The recent Un-
ionville inquest revealed the sad con-
sequences of public ignorance about
gafetv standards for vard pools. A
toddler drowned in less than three
feet of water.

The most frightening thing the
inquest revealed was that unsafe
vard pools are being installed all the
time by unthinking residents un-
aware of the danger. In Markham
Town alone the authorities estimate
there are 50 unsafe pools right now,
in spite of a regular law enforcement
effort. Half of Markham’s popula-
tion is in the Thornhill area so about
half of the unsafe pools are prohably
located there.

Most dangerous is the do-it-your-
zelf homeowner who constructs his
own pool or uses a construction kit
of a type now widely available from
retail outlets, The do-it-vourself
builder has no swimming pool con-
struction experience and may be com-
pletely unaware of the existence of
safety regulations. With the best of
intentions he most probably will build
a death trap for his own and neigh-
horhood children unless he obtains
the necessary guidance from the town
bylaw enforcement office.

Nowadays we are all more jealous
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of our privacy and resent the invas-
ion of private property by outside
influences. Markham Town Council
recognized this feeling last yvear when
it turned down a swimming pool hy-
law provision making it necessary for
residents to have a building permit
and safety inspection for pools.

| But the inquest jury has recom-
mended such a law be passed. This is
a point where privacy has to vield for
the public good. It would also be a
good idea, as the jury recommends,
if the provincial assessor would check
for the existence of unknown pools
when he calls around each vear. We
don't know whether or not this will
he feasible, but it doesn't seem to
present any great difficulties.

However, all these measures won't
eliminate the problem unless the
publie is regularly informed and re-
minded about swimming pool safety
regulations. Every new property
owner or manager could unknowingly
he the builder of an unsafe pool.

A regular public notice and warn-
ing of the yard pool safety bylaw
seems to us to be the kev to controll-
ing the hazard. And as the inquest
jury was told, the most effective aid
to enforcement of the safety regula-
tions 18 a neighbor who keeps an eve
on the heedless property owner and

informs the town bylaw enforcement

officer when the swimming pool
fence gate is left unlocked.

Low Cost Housing Difficult

Paul Goyette, former head of the
Ontario Housing Corporation, recently
charged that “tax-hungry"” munici-

ir:-zfs to reduce the price of land. He
sald the small two-bedroom bungalow
is no longer permitted because mun-

On Auguszt 29, ceremonies in connection with
the unveiling of a plague to commemorate Lt.-Col,
John MeCrae, the author of “In Flanders' Fields",
were held at hig burial place in Wimereux, France.
The marker erected hy the Archives of Ontario,
Minigtry of Colleges and Universities, was unveiled
by the Premier of Ontario William Davis.

Appearing in the picture from (left to right)
are: Vern. Mcllwraith, chairman, the Col. John
McCrae Birthplace Society, Guelph, representing

the Royal Canadian Legion; Jean Herlem, Mavor
of Wimereux: Perreau-Pradier, Cabinet du Min-
1atre des Anciens Combattants, Paris: Leo Cad-
leux, Canadian Ambassador to France; Premier
William Cranston,

Davis;

Archaeological and Historic Sites Advizory Board
of Ontario; Vassallo, Sous-Prefet, Sous-Prefecture
de Boulogne and Professor Sydney Wise, member
of the Ontario Archeological and Historic Sites

-'U ",

Advisory Board.
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By MONA A. ROBERTSON
1 (len Helen Farms

So you're worrying about the rising cost of beef?
Well, after a visit T made to Glen Helen Farms,
Town of Vaughan, last week, 1 can tell you this
much. . . . The cost of beef is rising . . . But, 1t 15

not the producer who is collecting the money-gain
. « . It is that illusive and hungry “middleman’” who
is jacking up the cost of heef to the consumer. Cattle
breeders face rising costs in production each year.
But they are not unfortunately on the receiving end
| for any increase in the selling-price of their beef
on the hoof.
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We heard of Glen Helen
Farms, where Devon cat-
tle are raised by a lone
woman, who has run her
own spread for 20 years.
l.ast week we spent a
morning on Helen's farm.
It was a “blowsy” kind
of morning . . . the sky
was slightly lowering in
the early part of the day,
with clouds scurrying
before a stiff hreeze. But
we were delighted to
find that Helen Baker
had held up breakfast
for her T5-head of Dev-
ong until we arrived to
see them lined up in the
corral.

Helen stationed me on
a high rise of land, op-
posite the feeding station
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THREE WISE MEN AND

orderly, interesting and quiet a group of cattle I've
ever seen.

[Like other visitors to Glen Helen Farms,
[ voiced my amazement as Helen hegan dumping 50
pound bags of stale, sliced hread in the feeding
troughs. Helen told me, “With only 68 acres of land,
for pasture and hay crops, my farm is ton small to
' do anything exciting. Too small to grow any grain,
after' the hay crop is taken off for winter feeding;
so | got the idea it might be poszible to do something
with bread.” Four years ago she began, carefully,
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icipalities are more interested in
higher assessment than in helping
lower income earners buy a home.
However, there iz another side of
the picture, which can and has
worked a hardship on every munic-

palities are depriving practically all
but the top income earners of an
opportunity to buyv a new house. He
also claimed OHC had to “battle”
with Scarboro to get the borough to
approve houses of 1,000 square feet

feeding it to her herd. The results are noticeably
good.

Helen, who iz from Pennsylvania Duteh stock
(and a first eouszin to the maple sugar man, Amos
Baker) says, “Wheat is very high in feed value . . .
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are, the following: installation of
water and sewer mains, underground
hydro servicing, a paved 28-foot road
surface with curbs and gutters and
storm sewers, a five percent dedica-

not in my opinion correct this
very unhappy situation.
IVAN MANSBRIDGE,
390 Allgond Street,
Richmond Hill.

walks or installing storm sewers and
curbs. Most of these require a sub-
stantial payment by those affected.
That price tag is almost always a
deterrent to property owners who

310 Kerrvbhrook Drive,
Richmond Hill,
* . -
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as 1_he cost pf labor and materials
continues to Increase.

To all of this cost, the developer

those who will benefit directly and
that the o'her ratepavers will not be
adversely affected. For the greatest

\for a brief initial period; once|follow the friendly good man-

ory

and each new

house built
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impossible

the control of the plan is com- ners of our mayor and Liberal

| pletelv held by the TMP Move- Candidate Barney Danson.

ment personnel, the flood gates)

MRS. BERNICE LEVER.
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|shake. All hope for our separa- approving the appointment of
tion depen’ on dis dree.” Richard Lazenby, the mayor's
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ihnu-errr_ its fulfilment would bationary fireman on our fire
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home of their own. Very few will be
able to buy a house and will be forced.
e through economics, to bring up their
children In an apartment. Goyette
says public opinion could change this
situation. He calls on municipalities
to cut unnecessary building require-

sibility that there may be merit in
Goyette's assertion. The desire for
tax money can be a strong influence.
Unn?cessarily high standards and

services could tend to make every |
town plan only for those with con-

siderable financial resources while that

|realize
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Bilingualism in York It's not easy to start a2 major your appearance must
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endangering their own children.
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