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York Simcoe Tories

Lower Delegates Voting Age To 17

By FRED SIMPSON
Members of the York Sim-
coe Federal Progressive Conser-
vative Association have agreed
to lower the voting age of their
delegates from 18 to 17 years.

But it took the urging of a|

veteran politician to turn the
tide in favor of vouth.

Some 100 members of the as
gnciation were divided on the
subject when' William Hodgson
Yark North MLA got to his feet
and told them they had betler
start recognizing the potential
of young people in Conservat-
ive ranks “because the Liberals
certainly recognize them."

The occasion was the annual
meeting of the association held
Wednesday night of last week
at the Bradford Community
Centre.

WANTS VOTES AT 16

Hodgson went one step fur-
ther by suggesting the voting
age for convention delegates be
16,

*If you want to get this rid-
ing moving ... beat the Lib-
erals in the next election

.You're going to have to gel
the voung people working for
yvou. The Liberals have young-
sters 15, 16, and 17 working foi
them even though they have no
official vote in elections. You
know the success they've had”

He went on to urge the as-
gociation to “recognize your
young people even though they
aren’t able to vote in elections.
They have a tremendous con-
tribution to make to the party.

YOUTHFUL ENERGY

“They have the vouth and
energy to get out and plug for
vour candidates. If a youngsier
15 interested enough in vour as-
sncialion to payv oul 52 to become
a member it shouldnt matier
whether he's 16 or 18. You're
association needs him."

The matter arose as mems-
hers worked on some amend-
ments to the assoeclation's con-
stitution.

A section of the audience felt
earlier that it wouldn't he fair
to a member of the association
If he was allowed to vote at 17
and then couldn’t. regisier’ his
vole at an election two months
from then

“T think the association would
be leaving itself open to a lot
of criticism.” said one member
of the audience.

Another politician Art Evans,
Conservative MLA Simcoe Cen-
tre. sided with Hodgson.
PRETTY GIRL NOMINATES

“"A 1%-vear-old girl nomin-

lated me for the provineial rid-

ing the last time,”" he said.

“A very pretty girl it was,
toon,” chimed in a voice from
the audience.

That did it.

Members voted to lower the
age to 17 at the forthcoming
leadership convention (o be
held February 8 in Newmar-
Kel.

Another amendment to the
constitution to shorten the
deadline for being eligible to
vate — from 48 hours before
the nomination convention to
30 minutes — was defeated,

MEMBERSHIP DEADLINE

It was decided that aliowing
perzons to purchase voling
membership tickets 30 min-
utes before a nomination meet-

‘ing would be unfair to regular
'members.

One member of the audience
suggested that “anyvone could
bring busloads in at the lasi
minute and have his candidate
win, Then vou might not see
those people again.”

Still others felt that “if
comeone 15 interested enough
to bring busloads in, it should
he allowed."

RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT

The annual meeting also saw
the re-election of President
Sam Nielly of Gilford

Back again as secretary is
Sinelair Stevens of RR 3. King,
who is presently the only an-
nounced Conservative candidate
for York Simcoe in the next
federal election. The seat is
currently held by Liberal John
Roberts

Other members of the execil-
tive are: First Vice - President
Ernest Crossland, Newmarket:
Second Vice Prezident Ted
Rowe, Oak Ridges; Third Vice-
President Ivor Rogers, Lefroy;
Fourth Vice President Don
Tedford, King; Adrian Van
Luyk of Newmarket 15 the
[reasurer

GUEST SPEARER

Guest speaker for the night
was 27-vear-old Radio Station
CFGM News Commentator Bar-

‘rie BRailev of Richmond Hill

Bailev has announced his in-
tentions of heing a candidate for
North York at the forthcoming
nomination meeting, The rid-
ing is now held bv Liberal
Barney Danson.

He replaced regular schedu-
led speaker Eldon Wooliams,
MP, Calgary North, who was
grounded by the air passenger
strike.
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Partv in general and Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau 1n
particular, terming him a self-
stvled “messiah  who spends
most of his time locking down
on the average individual., We
don't need a star or a messiah,"”
he said.

He said Trudeau “does nol
deal with people as individuals
He deals with them as num-
bers. I don't want to be thought
of as a number and I don't
think vou want to be either.
It's not unfair, it's not right."”

Nielly chaired the meeting,
Also in attendance was El-

wood Madill, RR 2, Newmarket,

who was nominated as the Con-
servative representative for
Peel-Dufferin-Simeoe. He's a
former MP.

Barrie Bmley Says He

Seeks P C Nomination
Here In York North

Radio Station CFGM news
commentator Barrie Bailey
hopes to be the Conservative
nominee for York North in the
next federal election. But 1iis
not stopping him from giving a
pariv for Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau January 28 in Rich-
mond Hill,

What?

It’s not what it seems to be.
It's not a contradiction.

Bailev told an audience of
100 Wednesday night of last
week at Bradford that his party
for "Pierre is a farewell party.”
He was speaking at the an-
nual meeting of the York Sim-
coe  Progressive  Conservative
Association

Bailev, who was substituting
far scheduled speaker Eldon
Wooliams MP Calgary North,
gald this

“We're going to invite M
Trudeau in honor of the oc-
casion and present him with a
gold watch which is traditional
when a person is retiring

“"We're going to invite other
members of the Liberal Party
who also won't be with us afier
the next eleetion. I mean Mr
Danson and Mr. Roberts'" (Bar-
ney Danson is the Liberal in-
cumbent for York North federal
riding and John Roberts his
Liberal ecounterpart in York
=simeone!,

Bailev was selling tickets for
the part)

He was getting a lot of
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