10 THE LIBERAL, Richmond Hill
NEWMARRKET: East Gwillim-
bury Township Councillor Alex
Morning died suddenly Nov-
ember 30 at Toronto Western
Haspital. He was recuperating

from a Kidnev transplant opera-
tion. Cause of death was a heart
attack. He was serving his see-
ond term as a memher of East
Gwillimbury Township Council
at his death,
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RO R g \tragedies in all history,” Andrew
A courteous, dependahle | Brewin told a good-sized audi-
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A deeply concerned Andrew Brewin,
Hill recently to speak on the Pakistan refugee problem.
Matthew’s United on the evening of November 28.
the plight of the Biafrin people to the attention of
and East Pakistan in July.
McTavish minister of the church

Avenue, on the

was one of the three Members
of Parliament whn visited India.
Pakis-
tan in July. He was commenting
on the millions of refugees from
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10 MILLION REFUGEES

At the tlime the
were there, six million people
had streamed across the border
from East Pakistan, Brewin
sald, and since that time the
number has risen to 10 million.
“We saw no reason to doubt the
accuracy of the figures given by
the Indian Government. We
were shown maps
the location of 1,000 camps, with
one camp accommodating
100,000 people.,” he said.

“"We visited a half a dozen
siles and saw these people in
hurriedly improvised camps on
very wet land, with
the only areas above water being
the road. Everyv possible space.
every tarpaulin, every hut, was
occupied, every shelted erowd-
ed with humanitv — an immense
scale of deprivation.”

“Mavhbe these people are used
to suffering, but they are a peo-
|11|= of great human dignity,”
I-'sr-:-u'in asserted. “We asked
them why they fled their homes
and came fto India. In almosi
every case the replv was that
they came through fear — be-
cause a rule of terror had been
unleashed in their country,
members of their families had
heen shot., their homes and
buildings burned, their busi-
nesses laken awav from them.”

“This was real terror,” Brewin
aff¥rmed. "“These people had
suffered actual bereavement and
it was still going. on. We saw
many refugees coming across
the border in familyv: groups with
their pitiful possessions on their
backs. very large proportion
children. We didn't see
any voung men and were told
thev either lost their lives
earlier confliet or were training
in the guerrilla army.”

TRIBUTE TO INDIA

Brewin paid tribute to the
Indian Government. “We were
deeply impressed with the wayv
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the above photo,

, before the meeting began.

Political Settlement Essential In Pakistan

1in_which this immense problem |
Canadians|

was being met by the Indian
Government in providing a
minimum of shelter, food, sani-
tation Bnd medical care.” He
estimated the cost of this af
$800 million for a vear. World

groups and other countries will
have contributed some %300
million towards this, but India
will have to provide the rest,”
he said.

Brewin quoted India’'s Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Ghandi as
reporting the situation in her

country had begun to show
much promise. Stable govern-
ment had been achieved, the

“green revolution” had doubled
food production. and a start on
curbing the flood of inereasing
population had been made.

“Now India has had an
tolerable burden thrust upon it
India 15 a poor country and the

burden i1s not only financial
but social, having an impact on
the cost of living. wage rates

and availability of employvment

in a country already overpopu-

lated and overburdened.”
“"Overshadowing all this is the

threat of war.,”” Brewin said.
“Ever since British India was
partitioned into two couniries

and three parts {West Pakistan
are 1,000 miles apart) a partition
which was accompanied by bit-
ter religious strife and mass
migraltion, there has heen war-
fare and Iincreased hostilities
from time tn tfime." he said.

India savs these refugees must
bhe able to go home. Bul they
can't g0 home as long as there
is a military dictatorship in their
homeland.

TOTALLY UNLIKE
Brewin said the people of|
East and West Pakistan have a
religious background,
but are totally unlike
other respects. “They
different language.
Pakistani are more

speak a

closely re-
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Brewin also was among the first to bring
He visited India, West
chatting

with Rev. John

lated to the Afghans, The East

| * . 3
|Pakistani are more akin to the

Indians, Cevlonese and Burmese.
These differences are aggrava-
ted by all sorts of economie sit-
uations. In the federal civil ser-
vice % of the emplovees came

from West Pakistan and only
107 from the much more popu-
lous East Pakistan. The same

r:rrnrrmnnn was evident in HT[‘ h

army,” said Toronto MP Bre-
win.
Fast Pakistan earned foreign

currency by exporting jute, buf
expenditure of this monev was
controlled by the government
located in West Pakistan. This
government 15 conlrolled hy the
military and there is no basic
democracy. Foreign aid has been
poured inte West Pakistan to
the wvirtual exclusion of East
sore

point,” he said.

“Last vear, the military dicta- |«

tor announced an election with a
subsequent meeting of an elec-
ted assembly to determine the
constitution, as a first step in
the direction of democracv. The
Iwani League (a demaocratic
party with a poliev of remaining

within the federation but seek-|

ing far greater autonomy) won
137 out'of the 152 seals in Easl
Pakistan. Unfortunately West
Pakistan elected another group.

“The meeting of the national
assembly was postponed and the
army went into action in March.
Since then East Pakistan has
heen in a state of turmoil with
the cities accupied by the West
Pakistan army. Guerrillas are
being trained and armed in In-

‘dia, are harrassing the army and
‘constantly

fighting for the lib-
eration of their own countryv. All
this time the flood of refugees
has grown," Brewin said.

THREAT OF WAR
“Above all this is the threat of
the outbreak of war bhetween
two of the largest countries in

its outcome and it might turn
out t_n be a major conflict with
Russia allied with India and

'China with West Pakistan. While

the USA has given
to the support of the refugees,
it has continued to arm Wesi
Pakistan. A war could have in-
ternational ramifications,” said
Brewin.

“There are no simple an-
| swers” he admitted, as he sug-
gested a massive international
l'olirf effort be made to help
India bear the 8800 million bur-
den of looking after the re-
fugees. “So far the international
community has promised fo con-
tribute $300 million — the rest
is a burden on India. The Cana-
dian government has eontribut-
ed very generously, 822 million,
with voluntary organizations ad-
ding in the neighborhood of $2
million. But this is not enough.”
declared the speaker. “There
must be a greater outpouring of
generositv.”

POLITICAL SETTLEMENT

“But this is not the answer
There must be a political settle-
ment and the refugees must bhe
allowed to go home. It is a mis-
take for the people of Wesi
Pakistan to think that through
the armv they can control 3
population which does not agree
with them. But T ean see no
sign that West Pakistan would
be willing to withdraw,” ad-
mitted Mr., Brewin.

“This presents a great
lenge to the world's leaders, Ii
the world eommunity ecan rise
to meet this challenge. I believe
we will bhe building for the
future and security of all man-
Kind."

In answer tn questions from
the audience, Brewin said the
major reason the USA continues
to supply West Pakistan with
military eqguipment is the fear
that if they don't China

“It's part of the ceold
|.'|:"Il|f}if‘.|1’:l.|'l_‘.. ' he explained
"Many people in the Congress
and the U.S, Senate are trving
io stop the export of supplies
which might be used for eivil
war."

"On the other hand,” Brewin
continued, “China eclaims to be
very much concerned with wars
of liberation. But in West Pakis-
tan they are supporling the
wrong side. Russian Premier Mr.
KosvEln is deemed
good understanding of the situa-

generously

chal-

will

WAl

1M

Nava A

tion. Ruscia seems to he huild-

the world. No one can predict|

India bulwark

China.”’
CAN'T CHANGE HISTORY

“How do we change history™
asked the speaker in answer in
another member of the audi-
ence, who called the 1.000 mile
partition a monstrosity

“It is broken up. Look
Canada where we have a long
eommon history shared by Eng-
lish-speaking and French-speak-
ing people and manyv ecultural
links. But we don't find it eas:
tn make a federation work

“The partition of Pakistan
arose out of the disorder and
disunity which existed in India
in 1946-47. Thev tried to create
this monstrosity., which hasn't
worked, and I don't think 1t will
work in the future hecause of
the bilterness about what hap-
pened March 26

“"When the army struck, the
tenuous federation was destroyv-
ed. The idea of Pakistan federa-
tion 15 dead and it never had
mtuch expectation of life.

“"The East Pakistani, although
very like the Indians, have no
intention of hecoming a part
of India.” Brewin said in an-
swer to another gquestioner. “Of
the refugees who have erossed
into India, about two million
have been absorbed into the
homes of relatives in West Ben-|
'2al. The refugees think they IC'HI"II
lereate a viable country of their!
own and India shows no ambl-
mn to take over.

“A separate countrv of Eas’r;
Pakistan, with a population of
73 million, is possible — a pro-
\visional government, the Ban-
gal Desh, has been set up and
the eountry would have consi- I
derable resourcez and consider-
able skills, All that is lackmr,{
is capital.” '

CANADIAN ARMS EMBARGO
“The Canadian government|
has embargoed any arms or re-
pairs shipments to either side.”
Brewin pointed out, “and has
suspended some economic de-
velopment aid. Projects already
started are being carried on.

"The Canadian Governmen!
as taken the view that nothing|
will be gained by taking this {o
the United Nations and that dis-|
cussion there would not be help-
ful. I would assume, T hope not
too optimistically, that the
world community is seeing what
can be done to exert pressure to,
bring about a settlement. But|
this will be pretty hard to do.”

In conclusion Brewin said his
sympathies lie with the people
of India and those of East Pak- |
istan,

“In fairness however". he said
West Pakistan's story is that
they were genuinely trying to|
establish demoecracy. But the|
Iwandi got out of hand —|
preaching revolt, encouraging
Erowing disorders — so that the
only action possible was military |
action."”

Brewin said he saw instryc-
tions to the military saving any
act of sabotage in a village was
to result in the complete des-
truction of the whaole HHH‘-’P|
and all the people in it. “This
5 not unique to Asia, this is the

ITIE up as a4

Aigainst

at

sort of action taken by the
Nazis,"” said Toronte NDP Bre-|
win. |

is pleased to

That’s quite a claim, but here are eight
things to prove it.

(/) The front-wheel drive Renault 12
Station Wagon is made by the world’s
largest maker of front-wheel drive auto-
mobiles, namely Renault. (2) It has the
largest flat-floor cargo area in 1ts class
(515 feet) and can carry up to 52 cubic
feet of what have you. (3) Unique auto-
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Introducmg the world’s most perfect

front-wheel drive Station Wagon.
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GREENWOOD RENAULT

(formerly Greenwood (Garage, Yonge Street Nort h)

announce

OFFICIAL OPENING OF OUR
NEW HOME

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16TH

16 INDUSTRIAL ROAD - RICHMOND HILL
PHONE 884- 8341

MREVAULTE2 ¢

matic rear axle compensator gives un-
canny stability. (4) Safety-minded brake
pressure equaliser. (J) A peppy 1600 ce.
engine. (4) Sleek, good looks. (7) A low
price. And (8), the good Renault name
behind it.

Oh yes, there 1s a ninth reason. The
unique Renault 12 Station Wagon is
comfort from the word ‘go’!
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