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; i Face Health Minister In Aurora
S
B York Doct Critici
> : |

By HAL BLAINE linvestizations were Incomplete,

The doctors of York Region went after Ontario Health Minister Bert that ¥ou had no idea of the de-
Lawrence's hide. aree to which 11}!511'.-;5' \'.':-?5 0C=

But he came and met them on their own ground on Thursday of last T!l::i.:imgim u{. f'r:nf:i:;{t;ngi
week and showed the doctors he was a pretty tough cat to skin. |department had started to

| Termed a dialogue by the chairman, York Region Medical Society Presi- |squeeze the fat and fraud out
dent Peter Young MD, the meeting was held at the Aurora Highlands Golf |of the medical insurance pro=
Club in Aurora. gram.

In their brief the doctors accused the health minister of a generalized ,'?ff“" “‘E_,“SE. ol t"Ebf‘;‘i‘?"d
attack on the medical profession. They said the attack was one that would F,]::::,m.l;l d:}LrlJ:‘;ﬂnLhE d-;ctfri
seem 1o have been made for political gain, and one that has left many doctors l '
disheartened, fearful, resentful and hostile.

twhile vour investigations were
: still incomplete and while there

The doctors alleged an aura of avariciousness was being cast upon the
medical profession.

was still no determination that
any doctor had, in fact, come
mitted any fraud) would seem

In their brief the regions doe- tn he irrespansible

to indict the entire medical pro-|initially asking for a 12 percent

_____ tors did admit, however, that fession, that vou aren't going to|increase, but that through neg- CONVICTED BEFORE TRIAL
il Il their profession must certainly|interfere with the practice of|otiation with the OMA the gov-| “These doctors have heen
""" bhear some blame for lack of medicine, and that it's the gov- ernment was able to restrain convicted, not onlv before the

any watchdog procedure over ernment's role to build up and|the increase to 4.5 percent, trial, but hefore the investiga-

doctors™ ecollections from the not to tear down They lack, "Such a statement helips the!tion. Tt would also seem that

government medical insurance credibility when considered in/kmown facts. It was in May/ there might be good reasons for

plan, juxtaposition to your other|1870 at a meeting of the OMA many of these cases of large

But they accused Health Min- comments and to your proposed Council in Oftawa 41hat the hills, the most obvious being

the case of group practice in
which one doetor bills the plan
on behalf of his associates.

‘Be that as it may, vour re-
marks taken in the con-

ister Lawrence with raising is-|legislation question of a taritf increase was
sues in a distorted manner,] “The picture that has emerg-/debated and the 4.5 percent
making accusations before theyied is one of a generalized at- fizure arrived at,

were warranted, and remedia- tack on the medical profession,| “At no time, to my know-
tion that would seem to go be-/one that would seem to be ledge, was a 12 percent increase

(Photo by Stuart's Studio) vond what Lhe situation war-'made for political gain, and one contemplated. At no time did/text in which they were given

: ; : : . ! : = lrﬂﬂ!i that has left many doctors dis-the OMA negotiate with thel — tended to brand the med-

+ When roads become rivers, samt_:a.r}-* sewers turn inlo fountains, ditches make good swimming holes, basements turn LAWRENCE CONCILIATORY  heartened, fearful, resentful Zovernment eoncerning the in-/ical profession as a group
into pools of raw sewage, and the placid Mill Pond overflows its banks and pours across the road, Richmond Hill residents Lawrence was conciliatory to and hostile crease. It was arrived at in alof fraudulent individuals, Tf
can be justified in believing the weatherman doesn't like them, All of these things happened in the town during and after the point of admitting that con-! "“While granied that the pro-|responsible manner by thelonly comes later, in the

course of stating your views
more clearlv, that you doubted
that more than one percent of
the total medical profession
and committed any abuse, and

fession must certainly bear|OMA itself. However, the pub-
some of the responsibility for lic was not given this impres-
the current state of affairs,|sion,

when one examines closely the! “Rather, it was implied thal
specifics of the issues yvou have the government had laken their

ferences around the province
| with doctors’ groups had shown
thim where certain changes had
'to be made in his planned re-
(form of policing doctors” bill-

Monday's six-hour deluge.

The town staff reports more than 750 phone calls about basement and road floodings were handled and the town works
etaff was kept on to work throughout the night to give assistance where it was needed. All town equipment was in use but
1t proved inadequate to handle the magnitude of the emergency situation.

The above picture was taken on Alverna Avenue in Beverlev Acres, looking south from Lynett Crescent to North Tay-

lor Mills Drive, at the height of the storm — with the worst yet to come.

The worst flood since Hurri- have experienced flooding in|flood
cane Hazel hit Richmond Hill the past, Browndale Crescent. slide which dammed Murphy|sewage lines which were stres-
Monday when [lorrential rain Gentry Crescent, and other Creek ecausing the water 1o sed bevond endurance and blew
deluiged the area from 10:30 am areas on the east side of town, back up and cause even more up.
lo 4 pm with the most intense|calls for assistance came from floading. | On Browndale Crescent,
period being between noon and|all areas from Carrville Road BRIDGES, FENCES \where hasements were flooded
2 pm.. Basemenis which “had North to Elgin Mills Road. | The mayor also reporied that|with sewage backup only two
never flooded were knee-deep/ MILL POND OVERFLOWS (the new holding tank at the|weeks ago, water was a foot and
in. waler and basements which] The publie library and the|sewage treatment plant seemed|a half deep at the front doors of
have {looded repeatedly after Canadian Tire Store nxpEn{rr‘n:a'ln function well in retaining|the houses and basements were
flash storms were almost/ed flooding. The Mill Pond salids while allowing the water filled to the top step,
completely fﬂit’_d. overflowed its banks and pour-{to pass into the German ."'I.Ij}'!:-‘-l On Wyndhurst Gate waler a

A conservative estimate of ed across Mill Street, washing Creek. “The volume was so foof deep was streaming west-|
calls ﬂhUUI._rPSidEntja] and road-\out the fill on the southeast great, however, that the twin|ward from Bayview Avenue and
way ﬂnz;:dmg received in the corner near the bridge. The|outlets there were ejecting around the corner onto Lynett
town offices was more than Tﬁﬂ.lpat‘ks crew soon had the situa- water only four inches below|Crescent, i
For hours the two incomingition in hand but traffic over the top of the pipes. This great| Children swam in the ditches|
lines were J_ammed with! calls,/the bridge is restricted to a|flow of water ravaged the pri- on Fauna and Fernleigh Cirele, |
Maynrf William Lazenby told|single lane and drivers and vate properties south of Mark-|aceording to reports. :
council Monday evening, \pedestrians are urged to exer- ham Road, tearing out bridges| A resident of Richmond Hill

RAW SEWAGE \cise caution at that point. Base- and fences,” the mayor reported. phoned a Toronto radio station

He also noted that in some ments in Pleasantville were on Geysers leaped up to four to report that she had spent|
areas raw sewage was contained the list of calls answered by feet in the air in various loca- several vears in China, had ex-
in the water- which backed up the works department. 'tions, giving the impression that | perienced several monsoon sea-
in the sanitary .sewage lines. EARTH SLIDE 'watermains had been ruptured. sons, and had never seen any-

Although the hardest hit por-{ Behind the property at 437 These, however, were caused by|thing like the severity of Mon-
tions of town were those which!North Taylor Mills Drive, the'the pressure created by the day's downpour.

=3 L SRy ALL NIGHT DuUTY |
caunﬂllﬁr I.Dls Hﬂnfey Mayor Lazenby reported that

Loses Bid For Interest Free Mone

prepared during the morning
An attempt by Councillor Loisivear had been sent in the de-

!{nr_a flood and soon had every
v available piece of equipment

Hanter_r to have Richmond Hill partment in early spring

Council appeal to the Ontario municipality

waters caused an earth flood waters in the sanitary

] I

In action, pumping out base-|
ments and repairing washouts, |

: “but it wasn’t enough. T have

:| 1e budgets If necessary and in instructed the construction en-|

The|the meantime payments of the| zineer and works superintend-

sent out an interim school hoard's levy and other g ks ' '

b P X : : el ent to bring back : ' '

ﬂeif:rigwni n_n'I; Mu?;f:apalt Af-|tax hiil for seven mills (a quar-{expenses of government must men for duET'-' F::mii:-,lq Etxnmlrﬂnt::.]i
provide subiicient in-{ter of the former town's 1970 be met. To obvial ' ' - ~ |

_ \ 8 1 - : e the payment with the appeals for assist-
terest free funds to enable the|tax rate), to provide funds for of heavy penalties on averdue ance.” the rngfm- told mu:.;']dbl ':

municipality to carry on its municipal business until the de-! ies :
: ) : 58 e- monies, the town's only re-| w : : ,
[ iy | ‘g E L i -\ £ :\l A i
hUﬁinEEE un I I, I fu!"[hEI' lﬂh paﬂn]tinl I}l'ﬂ" Idf"d f!gurf-ﬁ [ﬂrlf"-‘]urﬂﬂ ix “} hnr'["ﬂ-ll..' money. _1'1.;_[-5_ ﬂT 155” I‘\G LI.‘B!L:{FI;‘
monies are available : He went on to note; “The

: Y & \'-'jthﬂ'i.ltl-thf‘ final tax levy, IHancev state
putting an adﬂ:tmna] burden of| However, latest word from| T;I:E‘F ‘.'rzaa:dd's representative,
paying high interest rates on/Queen’s Park is that these fig-|won the support of Councillors
borrowed money, was defeated ures will not be available unt'il'hndy Chateauvert, David Schil-
at the July 19 meeting. the end of this month. The muni-|ler and Louis Wainwright. Vot-
In her presentation, 1‘[1“5.;('1]331:11,?'5 staff will need lTlEI-I'Eiiing against her I']'Iﬂlllﬂl'lr“'i'_*i‘e'
Han-:;ey pnmred out that the/time to arrive at final figures, | Regional Councillors Don Plax-
town's estimated budgets for thisicouncil needs time to parelton and Gordon Rowe, Coun-

cillars Shaun Efg_ﬁ:{mam{lj;;*:;
Truck Hits Hydro Pole 1
Two Hill Firemen Hurt

Lazenhv,
"How much more milk are we
Two fourth -class Rich-
mond Hill firefighters were

Town of Richmend Hill is not|
acknowledging liability in alll
cases of assistance but is provi-
ding this assistance on a public
relation basis. Where just rea-
sons c¢an be established that
this municipality is at fault
then such claims will be hand-
led by our insurance adjuster.’

=
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going to get out of the cow?"
asked Mr. Rowe.

| “After hearing Mr. Chateau-
vert's report (that the depart-
iment is considering setting the
mill rate at last year's level,
| with a transilional grant. which

L

were treated at York Cent-
ral Hospital with Mr. Fawn

vear water supply fore

stated Regional Councillor Don
Plaxton, “I think it is probably
d legal function of this councii
at some time tn ask the province
to pay transitiopal ecosts. I
seems reasonable that the pro-
vinece, having brought about the
problem, should assume the cost,
put this resolution may be only
hitting at one of the cost fac-
Lors.”

“Why didn't we put out an-
other tax bill, Vaughan did?"
gueried Councillor Louis Wain-
| wright. It was explained that all
' York municipalities were limi-
|ted to a total of a little more
than nine mills in interim levies.
Another Richmond Hill interim
bill could collect onlv two mills

(Continued on Page 11)

Mayor William Lazenhy
commended Driver Izzard
at Monday night's council
meeting for his quick ac-
tion and efficiency in hand-
ling the sgituation, He ask-
ed that council's fire com-
mittee recognize this by a
formal commendation

puddle of water was en-
croaching on the pavement,
the traffic was jammed up
In that lane. Driver Kevin
lzzard tried to move to the
other lane, but was cut off
by another vehicle. To av-
oid a eollision he took to
the boulevard, the truck
tilted but came to rest ag-
ainst a hydro pole, and the
two men on the rear were
thrown to the ground. Fire-
fighter David Bagley was
unconscious and had euts
and bruises.

Firefighter Ronald Fawn
suffered a broken nose,
cuts and bruises. Both

According to the
adopted by council at it
the report was
York.

immediate steps
representations of the
provincial Cabinet or
ensure additional suppl
This motion carried.

1t was moved by
vert that the works

Other fire calls were re-
celved at 2:02 and 2:05 pm
In the first case a hvdro
transformer was hit at the
corner of Yonge Street and
Harding Boulevard and in
the second a furnace motor
at BE_ Pugsley Avenue was
emoking at the Lorne Dono-
irio home.

single family homes fr
with multiple residenti

[eponsibility

injured Monday shortly af- heing released and Mr, IWill covar extra costs e
ter 1 pm when the town's  Bagley being kept over- ﬁ-egil:mal s;-el;ir:ﬁﬂﬁﬁ E;WGE;_ 1:*
n.umher '_rhi'en? fire truck night for observation. The interest ,.f'im. :wE‘llh 'n‘i[;xd on the m'ening of .TuIJ-' 13,
ERE ?lmlftfmﬂg a;{ i h*-ﬂ ladders on the right side | (in these trga?w::ilit:maf 15;‘31.[1'::3“
ED;,J%;“L DT - ARdL R Fir;j:eﬂ;r'}‘ﬁt ?;S‘Jﬁm the | |stated Mayor Lazenby. “I fear was presented. Concer
The WYck Was Droced- | nys Nghtning I::tdlhit {he ';hamf1t£:;hr05;thmfhn ey
: ; ’ - | 'L 1nLo & Warks an . .
L?Esuﬁ?:.mlm \\'I.:;le “ﬁrf‘.]'li'r::: Tric Dawber residence and/J |upset the applecart.” shortage problems are
lane. Opposite the Domin- caused $200 damage to the I would rather withhold my : _
ion Store where a large ni-fi set. fire until all costs are known.” of major development

forwarded

There are many circumstances
besides the deluge that have
caused these floodings and re-
will have to be
shaved, or in manyv cases, be ac-
cepted. fully’ by. the individual
home owner.

“T will expect a full written
report of the situation and the|
actions nitiated and damage|

(ecaused by this storm to be sub-|

mitted by the works department|
to this council. I believe that nni
receipt of this report council
will authorize the appropriate ac-|
tion if any is to be undertaken,"|
Mavor Lazenhv added, noting
that an engineering study has
already begun on the situation
on Braowndale Crescent and its
vieinity, '

The mavor also asked all par-|
ents to inform their children of:
the hazards of quick running)
waler even though the streams;

lare narrow and appear harm-!
|with the proposal to have civil

less,
LA MR A |

Summer Clearance
Canadian Tire

With summer half over,
Canadian Tire at 70 Yonge |
Street North is staging a
big sale of camping, cotlage
and sports egquipment and
accessories, J

The eight-page flyer in |
this weeks !ssue of "The
Liberal” alse includes doz- |
ens of household and par |
supplies.

To ensure a good supply,
the store has laid in a num- |
ber of speciality ilems to |
extend stock. The Sale |
continues to August 9, and |
the aim is to clear out sum-
mer stock to make way for
new fall and winter mer-
chandise,

Richmond Hill Town Council discussed a 10

cast prepared bv Engineer

Bernard Toporowski in detail, in private, at the
end of a finance committee of the whole meeting

Representatives of

the press were asked to leave before the report

n of the council is centred

on the area of “0Old Richmond Hill” where water

evident.

The engineer’s report recommends no servicing

5 until such time as an

additional supply of water is available.

minutes of that meeting,
s regular meeting Julv 286.
to the Region of

[t was moved by Regional Councillor Donald
Plaxton that council request the region to take
including,

if necesary, joint
town and region to the
Minister responsible, to
ies of water for the town.

Councillor Andy Chateau-
committee recommend to

councll that new construction be restricted to

onting on serviced streets
al, commercial and indus-

lhacked off from

Moanday's Downpour Floods Richmond Hill Residents .

ings and of billing procedures.

The Health Minister also
the issue of
government controlling doctors'

incomes or putting them on
calarv, He assured them this
wouldn't happen under any

Conservative Government.

But Lawrence stuck to his
guns on the issue of the neces-
city for a procedure to audit
the bills doctors submit to med-
icare for pavment,

Lawrence lold the York
Region doelors he couldn't
understand how the Ontario
Medical Services Insurance
Plan had heen drafted with-
out any provision for an
audit of the bills submitted
by doctors,

Previous insurance plans had
an audit procedure, he said,
pointing out this had been true
even of the previous insurance
plan operated by doctors them-
selves.

The Health Minister did sav
he has recently been convinced
there could be infringement in
the area of professionalism and
confidentiality if he went ahead

servants do the audit.

For this reason he
switched to a procedure under|
which the profession itself|

would nominate an audit com-|Pllng,

mittee, he said.

He agreed with the York
Region medicos that the whole
profession shouldn't be blamed
for the fraudulent anties nf a
few,

DOCTORS DISTURBED

“The members of this society
ase greatly concerned and deep.
lv disturbed about statements
attributed to vou, which have
appeared in the major news-
papers in recent months, and
about the course of action your
government Is preparing to,
take,” said the York Region
Medical Society brief to the

| Minister

“We believe vour asser-
tions lack credibility when vou
say that you aren't attempling

trial applications
being available.

water supply. However

on motion of Councillor Shaun Beggs.

Seven members of council made representa-
tion to the engineering committee of the Regional
Municipality of York July 20 on the matter of
supply of water and were well received. Regional
th stated he was well
aware of the town's situation and was expecting
to co-operate through his committee with the
“The L

Engineer Denne Boswol

town's proposals,

For several years when the hot summer southeast corner of the old town with up to
weather has hit Richmond Hill lawn watering 2011 fIII’HIq;-:a[ln]HI o ,”F'I'. dails ' : Bt
restrictions have been ntroduced after high et : b L

demand caused some taps in the higher areas,
particularly in the northwest corner to run drv.

Officials alwavs claimed

of water, instead the failure was due to lack of

pressure.

However, it has been learned from a reliable
source, that this most recent report, after a care-
ful and thorough study has revealed that the
trouble is indeed a shortage of water,

A couple of vears ago council underwrote a
gsearch for a sixth well for the local sv

L 00 05000000 A 0 A A AN

had|

being
approvals subject to future water supply services
All new subdivision proposals
would have to provide for their own sources of

that vou believed 8% percent
of doctors had acted respons-

raised, one sees distortions, ac- best interest ftn heart and
cusations before the fact, and through bargaining kept those

remediation that would sgem to|greedy doctors’ tariff increase| iblv,” said the local doctors’

said bref.

“More recently vou have stat-
that

gno bevond what the situation to an acceptable level',
warrants,” the York Region doe- York Region Medical Sociely|
tors told Lawrence. President Young in his brief. lad
The doctors’ brief continued| “Your same announce- s
as follows: “Let us consider in/ment also made mention of
chronological order the varinus the requirement that doe-
questions you have hrought for- tors would have to notify
ward the patient before treat-
CHOICE OF BILLING ment if he planned 1o
| "On April 22 vou announced charge more than 90 per-
in the Legislature your inten-iCent of the fee schedule.
tion to implement practice The idea that a doctor has
streaming. Doctors would have to explain his billing pro-
to make a choice with regard cedure before seeing a sick
to their patients, whether to|Patient is extremely dis-
bill OHSIP directly and accept tasteful and breaches prof-
80 percent of the new Ontario ©ssional etiquette.
Medical Association fee sched-! "Also. why should notifi-
ule as payment in full, or to €ation be required when a
hill their patients directly and doctor intends charging
try and collect 100 percent of 100 percent of a fee sched-
whatever they felt their serv./ule established by his own
ices were worth. association, and especially
“You felt this legislation ? fee schedule you yourself
would eliminate extra billing, [Staled was constructive
or double billing. and fair? Now if a doctor
“While we accept the govern- !Ptends charging more than

ment’s right to set the level of| the fee recommended in
its insurance benefits and tojif® approved schedule of
require that any pavment from|!Re association, then an un-
OHSIP to a doctor be accepted|derstanding with the pat- §
by him as payment in full, we ent should of course be

do object to yvour usage of the reached. But this has al-

terms extra billing and double Ways been a declared poli-
. : & cy of both the OMA and

"The ;i:ﬂlg:w rs:{:E;glshiiijnm the Ontario College of Physi- many false rlalmq. elther for
implies that the doctor is charg-| “805 and Surgeons. I:ﬁrx'ru'es that “ffmt pt’l‘?;i?;g:,
ing more ﬂ‘_lﬁn the OMA fee PREMATURE BLAME 'f;{]ml,ﬂ: ?E]T:ﬁte;:a;:rt:}}rﬁv fEISI;
schedule, which is obviously not| #1ast May you received re- if the service uia:n't pm'fnrmed.
the case when he bills for aniports that some dactors wereiand such situations are de-
outstanding balance of 10 per- peceiving more than $200.000 a |J[n1'9rf v P‘:'Er'-nnf and should
cent, The latter intimates thatiyear from medicare, and ¥ou be dealt with severely
the doctor is receiving a 90 per- subsequently launched an in- "]'-;u-q i ._:-lnprnf .;Irerfnrmed
cent F'_'I,_‘-I,"-]‘[‘L[:"nt. from E!H:SIP and "'E‘ﬁllgﬂl-iﬂn of ”‘”a bills of 50 an f'.!].'I-{’I'Hnﬂﬂ whirh in his I‘ﬂ‘Eﬂ-
100 percent payment fromidoctors. Now you certainly|jea) ]ﬁtlnemtnl was considered
the patient, .. (have every right, and indeed an! yeppscary and then Dbilled
A term such as balance bill-| obligation as a public servant, OHSIP ée 71t lagan tHoukh
mng Iwnuld have been less mis-|tg examine all monies paid out| OHSIP foffja]31 might feel the
leading and less apt to contrib-ihy your department on behalf| procedure unwarranted, this
ute to the aura of avariclous- of the people of this province,” dobe HEL ake 1hs atatoy PATE
ness being cast upon the mEd-:Eajd the doetors. 'To “UEE such a word iniplies ax

ical profession. “Alzo it would certainly seem|intent to deceive and easts an

BELIES THE FACTS |wise to look into the practices unwarranted barb at the pro-

“As part of vour announce- of those doctors billing the fession. Rather the situation is
ment at that time you told re- largest sums of money. How-/really one of clinical ppinion.
porters that the doctors were ever, vou also stated that vour (Continued on Page 13)

OHSIP has received

BERT LAWRENCE
More State Socialism
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Hill’s Problem Is Shortage Of Water — Engineer Reports

with one with a large gallonage per minute was located
at the corner of the Maple Sideroad and Dufferin
Street. However, it has yet to be tapped into
the local svstem.

Bill 102 which brought into being the Region
of York provides that the region will be respons-
1ble for the supply and storage of water with the
local municipality responsible for internal distrib-
ution. Because of thiz the town council will have
to seek the help of the region in solving its serious
lack of water problem.

The southern area of town, formerly in
Vaughan Township has sufficient water for iis
own immediate needs and in fact provides the

processed any

this motion was tabled

e
=

iberal” has learned.

The northern section of the new town, the
Dak Ridges area, also has an abundance of water.
Council has decided to rehahilitate the number
one well in that area and the region has been
asked to consider making surplus water there
available to other areas. Concern has also been
expressed that this water supply should be pre-
served for use in Richmond Hill and should not
be piped out of the municipality.

Richmond Hill “Should Freeze Development",
See Editorial on Page 2

there was no shortage

stem and




