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Visitors to Richmond Hill Youth Aid Centre often seek help in
determining their vocational and educational goals as well as counselling
regarding personal and family problems, _

They also help one another through the group dynamics process,
discussing their hopes and hangups among one another. The centre is
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and its staff and 1!"1!!‘1’.‘("!!‘11‘::. are
hoping that money will soon I:}E found so that it can continue to serve
troubled youth in the community. |

Pictured above, Co-executive Director John Ravnor, facing camera,
raps over coffee with a young vigitor in the kitchen of the centre at 190
Markham Road. |
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they were providing and called

a meeting of various members|

of the community to ask for
support.

A board of directors was
set up, including representa-
tives of the social planning
council, public health service,
Addiction Research Foundation,
YWCA and two local clergy-
men.

Barbara and John, who grad-
uated from Seneca last spring,
were appointed co-executive
directors and were wade full
members of the hoard,

Barbara reports that once
their plan became known In the
eommunity, the response was
“fantastic'.

TOWN GIVES AID

The Town of Richmond Hill
agreed to pay the salaries of
the co-directors for the months
of June. July and August. The
provincial Addiction Research

Foundation agreed tn pay sal-|

aries of two counfellors and a

telephone counsellor for the
same three months.
The little house at 190 Mark-

ham Road, close to where Bar-
hara and John lived, is slated
for demolition to make way for
apartments, but the owner gave

YAC the use of 1 rent-free
from June 1 to the end of
Sentember.

It was in grim shape, but the
community rallied to the cause.
A local lumber dealer donated
lumber. A plumbing, heating
and electrical contractor did
the work needed in these areas
without charge. Plumbing
supplies were donated, and
hardware store gave a 50 per-
cent discount on windaw panes.

Students of Don Head Secon-
darv School installed the win.
dows and a local student did
the carpentry work in the
house \ radin station made a
public appeal for furniture and
the response was more than
enaouzh One man donated a
refrigerator and stove and an-
other a television sel.

In the service area., a dry
cleaner agreed to provide free
cleaning service to clients, a
law firm offered free legal
sid. a dentist agreed to do free
dental work and a pharmacist
nrovides prescription drugs and
medication without charge
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Hill Youth Aid Centre Gets Help

To Continue Until End Of Year

Richmond Hill's Youth Aid

|Centre, which has in

\operation for the summer
months and has proved success-
\ful in coping with problems of
more than 1,000 voung people,
will continue to operate ail least
until the end of the vear. The
centre was set up as a ptlot pro-
ject by the Addiction Research
Foundation, with Richmond Hill
Town Council contributing
23.000 towards 1ts expenses.
The problem of these
people covered many areas.

Mondayv 14, the
group of interested -citizens
involved in 1ils operation ap-
proached council for an addi-
tional $5.000 to enahle the cen-
tre to continue operations until
the end of October, when 1t was
believed that monev would be
forthcoming from the provinecial
government for the last two
months of the vear. At a meel-
ing of councils finance com-
mitiee, (Chairman Deputv-reeve
Ivan Mansbridge) September 18§,
it was agreed that an additional
$2,500 would be made available
to the eentre. This was con-
firmed by council in a bnef
meeting following the commil-
tee meeting. The rest of the
money needed to keep the cen-
tre functioning has been provi-
dede bv gifts from individuals

been

September

The walls inside were painted’'and groups in the town,

[ton

voung

At the September 28 meetipg
of council,” Reeve Donald Plax-
reported that he had re-
ceived a phone eall from New-
market, asking his approval of
the transfer of %3,000 from the
contingency fund of the York
County Health Unit to the New-
market Crisis Centre, a similar
operation. “I told them there
was no way I would give my ap-
nroval unless our youth aid cen-
tre was ftreated on the same
basis. Within five minutes I was
called again to be told that
Richmond Hill would share the
grant with Newmarket and that
it would be apportioned on an
equal basis.™

The voung people who used
the vouth aid centre on Mark-
ham Road had many problems,
council was told September 14
mostly regarding family affairs,
a need for shelter and for food
and an understanding listener
It has been onlv recently that
the victims of drug use have
learned to trust the yvoung peo-
nle in charge and are finding
their way to the counselling and
help available for them. This
makes continuance of the pro-
ject essential, council was told.
Because the house used during
the summer is slated for de-
maolition to make wayv {for a
building project. other quarters
will to be found, it
also reported.
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¢ proud of some
Buccess
most outstanding the
nf a voung man who was
a ward of the Children’s Aid So-
ciety and lived in the Richmond
Hill area. When he became
legally independent he dropped
out of school and drifted, but
could not hold a 10b

He was not eligible for Man-
power Retraining assistance be-
cause he had not been out of
school long enough. but he had

:’|'r

gtories

| =

no trade or experience and
could not find work
He was given accommodation

by YAC and took a heavy equip-
ment course at Sheridan {'m]:lcr:.{*
He graduated at the end of
August and found a job and is

now independent

Local industries have heen
'I:'I“-l':'t' helpful in offering egood
10bs to those who need them.

Barbara reports. although a few
people have called who were ab-
viously just inooking for cheap
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“We like them tn find their
own jobs if they can,” she ex-
plained. but some do not know
how to go about it

When guests find work they

are expected to also find a room
clsewhere as
their first pay
to give aid
not readily

Through

soon as they gel
YAC was set up
In a crisis and does
tolerate freeloaders
the three summer
months there were 131 counsel-
ling interviews covering pro-
hlems having to do with family.
drugs, relocation of residence,
education, welfare assistance,
financial aid, emplovment and
personal affairs. Manv of the
voung people whao have gone for
help have been ordered from
their homes by their parents
and without YAC would have
nowhere to go but the streets
There were 32 referrals to
medical help and 9 referrals to
psyvchiatrie help. Drug erisis in-
terventions fotalled only 34
Records that 300 per-
L0Ns were gZiven overnight acco-
modation, but Barbara warns
that statistics can be misleading
In many instances the figures

show

Directors Home After Being Forced To Move

deal with the same people who
remain at the eentre for several
dave and receive counselling,
medical help and accommoda-
f1on

Just 11 were given financial
azcicstance by the centre, and
the average age of those seekKing
help was 17

NEEDS NEW HOME

When moving day arrived
October 1, YAC was still with-
out a home, although the town
and the York County Health Unit
had agreed to provide ifurther
financial assistance.

Fortunately the landlord of
the counsellors’ house agreed
to let them move the project in.
It is not an ideal situation, Bar-
bara admits, but at least it will

Keep the program going.
They have learned a lot in

the past four months, and are

now looking for a place which

will provide a little more space.
Thev have also decided to clamp
down a bhit on house rules no
more writing on walls, for ex-
ample

And they are not despairing—
they still have faith in the peo-
ple of Richmond Hill,
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CAR ROBE

i Big 51" x 67"
= washable robe
with pattern
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can with lid.
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