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The first bitter pill was mar-
ket value reassessment which
has swung a lot of the tax bur-
den from some homes to others, |
and from industry teo the
shoulders of the homeowner.,

The second bitter pill was in-
creased tax levies by the York
County Board of Education and |
most municipalities.

Still, a lot of taxpayers have-
n't looked at their tax bills vet,
and haven't had their pills.

The dash of sweetness has
come In a rather complicated
new provincial formula which
promises ta give maost home-
owners a tax reduetion of up to
%15 this year and mavbe a few
dollars more next year.

The Department of Municipal
Affairs calls its dash of sweet-
ness “‘an amendment to improve
the method of calculating this
vear's residential property tax
reductions for homeowners and
tenants."

“The amendment to the Resi-
dential Property Tax Reduction
Act will ensure more ecquitable
assistance to all eligible home-
owners and tenants, particularly
to ' residents of municipalities
where the average tax burden is
highest," said Municipal Affairs
Minister Darey McKeough,

He said guidelines will go to
all muniecipalitirs as soon as
possible so that they can make
their tax reduction ecalcula-
tions."

The property tax rebates
must he passed on to eligible
homeowners and tenants by
December 31, 1870,

The amendment provides a
tax reduction consisting of a
standard zum of $30, plus 10%
of the average residential tax
paid by householders in 1968.

This means that the majority
of taxpavers will receive a
greater henefit in 1970 than in
1069. However, there will be
some taxpavers who received a
greater degree of assistance
than others in 1969, and whose
tax reduction will consequently
be less in 1970.

In order to aveid undue re-
duction in the amount of pay-
ment. the amendment insures
that no taxpaver will lose more
than $5 in the rebate, as coms-
pared to 1960,

Similarly, there is a $15 ceil-
iIng on the amount of the in-
erease in tax reduction pavable
to any taxpayer. Proportionate
adjustments will be made for
householders and tenants who
do not occupy their premises for
all 12 months of 1970.

Existing provisions in the Res-
idential Property Act state that
no taxpayvers will receive a tax
reduction exceeding 50 percent
of his taxes on any property,

Ta be eligihle for a tax Te-
duction, a tenant or homeowner
must oeccupy a separately ass-
essed dwelling.

Under the amended i{ct total
payments will increase by 9%
aver 1060 to an estimated $136,.-
000,000 in 1870,

Sn even with the recent dash
of tax sweetener, the phrase
“market value reassessment’
has come to mean more taxes.
This is a feeling the Robarts
government is trying hard to
overcome.

Municipal Affairs Minlister
Darcv McKeough made two
major moves in the Legislature
prior to the Easter recess 1o
pace the burden of tax reform
under reassessment,

Mr. MeKeough's depariment
taok over the job January 1 this
vear of reassessing all proper-
ties in Ontarin, a five-year pro-
gram designed to eliminate an-
omalies of the past and set up
1 more equitable level of rates
hetween residential and com-
mercial properties.

But York County has already
gone over to market value ass-
assment, ag it had completed re-
assessment ahead of time.

Sudden changes in individual
tax hills are being felt and
many voters are suddenly real-
izing thev're going to have to
pay heavily. On the other hand,
commercial property has not
bheen hit, if the lack of com-
plaints is any indication.

In his latest move, Mr. Me-
Keough announced that mun-
icipal taxes based on market|
value will not be applied to any
more homeowners hefore 1975
Rut this isn't going to help
hard-hit taxpayers in York
County.

Far our homeowners whao
have alreadv heen assessed at
purdensome high rates, Mr. Me-
Keough announced short-term
measures to spread their tax in-
creases over several vears.

The government told a recent
provincial - municipal meeting
that only one municipal reass-
essment will be completed inj
Southern Ontario within the|
next three yvears.

“We have learned some les-
sons for the reassessment
that has gone on, and that 1s
why we won't undertake any
large reassessments. In fact, the
onlvy reassessment in Southern|
Ontario for the next three vears
will probably he Brampton,”
said Mr. McKeough.

Vaughan Township Reeve
Garnet Williams said he was|
having a hard time trying to
explain how an industry in the
municipality, under provincial
reassessment, had its taxes re-
duced by $50.000 this vear to|
$100,000. In 1969 it paid taxes|
of $150.000, he said.

Mr. McKeough ac | it
will take two or thre s to
figure out what all nrob-

lems are in Vaughan Township.

Also at the meeting the gov-|
ernment promised to take the
strings off its grants to munici-
palities, so local councils can de-
termine their own spending pro-
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have to elect a governmentichances are good that he will result of rates set by municipaliwith a $15 dash of sweetener.

before the accident.
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Only ELKS
Huge Volume Buying
and
Gigantic 30 Store Selling
Make This Great
Clothing Sale Possible!

Don't Miss It!

Bring in a friend to
share vour purchases
. . . and savings!

ELKS

Has your size!

Short or Tall
ELKS ecan suit
vou best . ..
for less!

[ New for 70 From Canada’s Top Clothing Maker!

A LIGHTWEIGHT SUITS

SPECTAL

2 FOR 1

LOW PRICE

SALE or

FAMOUS NATIONALLY
ADVERTISED

MEN’S “ALL WOOL”

Sport Coats
& Blazer

WE KID
YOU
NOT!!

Despile

Elks

“2 for

These are £100 and $125 Suits hand crafted by one of Canada’s leading five clothiers, ELKS $ : 1 low
f ] = y

The stvling of the Seventies. A top quality suit. Coal, confident, comfortable weight 2 FOR 1 & ] price sale
for spring, summer and early fall wear. Right down to the luxurious lining, this is LOW Altera-
a superbly tailored suit. An incredibly large selection of styles and colours ., . , PRICE i tions
ereated for Spring 1970, , . Sizes 35 to 46. Reg., Short, or Tall, or Free!

w

Men's & Young Men's BRAND NAME

DRESS SLACKS

ELKS $ 90
2 for 1

L.ow Price PR

SALE for

STUPENDOUS SAVINGS & SELECTION

Wanl Blends' Plains, some checks., Venetian
finishes. Hopsack finishes. Low-rise and reg-
ular waist., Grays, Olive, Green, Blue, Bronze,

NEW 1970 FABRICS AND STYLES
DRASTICALLY REDUCED FOR THIS SALE

All brand new Single and Double Breasted, 2 Button Styles. Side or
Centre Vent. Wide or Narrow Lapels. Your choice of All Wonl, Tery-
lene & Wool, Hopsack and many, many more fine fabrics. Checks, plains

and stripes. Sizes 36 to 46.

for &b <5

KORATRON

“All Weather' T 0 c 0 AT S

Koratron “SUNCOATS" . . . in all weather, completely Koratron
N finished coat . . . Permanent Press . . . wrinkle free , . . stain &
water repellant. Mere than half the time voun wear your raincoat

. it’s not raining. So here’s
the KORATRON SUNCOAT
at only $19.99, It looks like
a raincoat ., . . but when the
son comes out . . so do all
the wet wrinkles. Selectl reg-
uiar, short or tall in sizes 36
in 48,

Nalionally Advertised

D RESS All Sizes
and colours
soq KS available.

£29.95

RICHMOND HEIGHTS CENTRE
30 EIL[K{S TO SUIT YOU BEST FOR LESS OPEN THURSDAY & FRIDAY EVENINGS TIL 9 PM.
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