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the temperature was 80 de-
grees below zero. In 12 hours
they travelled eight miles
with horses.

Mr. Dempster learned
later that a former British
army officer in eommand of
the Russian division was one

| of the men who were purged
by Stalin in 1835.

From January to July they
were free ta ramble, but the
party ended abruptly.

“We saw the best the Rus-
sian Army had to offer every
night and after awhile they
thought we were having too
good a time. At Irbutsk we
Ywere told we were under ar-
. rest and we were put in a

box car. Behind us were men
of the International Battalion
from prisons in Siberia. Tt
took about & week tn get tn
Moscow,” mused Mr. Demp-
ster.

After spending the night
in the railway station they
were marched to the head-
quarters of the secret police,

“Very few that went in
there came out alive. Inter-
rogation usually was between

“The officers had tn work,
but not the other ranks —
the reverse of the usual prae-
tise, When the officers re-
fused they were put im soli-
tary confinement for two or
three davs.”

From Moscow they were
moved to another concentra-
tion camp. All of the prison
camps were former monas-
taries, savs Mr. Dempster,
for the Bolsheviks had out-
lawed the chureh, for cen-
turies an oppressive arm of
the gavernment of the Czars,
and often, when the Czar was
weak, the controlling ele-
ment in Russia.

“We were allowed to wan-
der through the cemeteries,

but there were armed guards
on the walls.™

w % % %

For 18 months
tlons Wwere meagre no
breakfast, a lunch of soup
made from fish heads and a
slice of black bread. For sup-
per they had porridge made
from barley and tea made
from dried apple leaves.

The French Red Cross

thelr ra-

==

an international econference
and an exchange of prisoners
had been arranged. The Bri-
tish House of Commons had
demanded to know when the
exchange could take place,

In December., 1920, the
foreign troops were ordered
to pack up and were taken
from Moscow to Leningrad.
Rations were better there
and thev were allowed to
wander around the city,

Leningrad had been the
capital of Russia under the
Czars and was known as St.
Petersburg. It was renamed
Petrograd by the Provisional
Government, and finally
Leningrad bv the Bolshe-
viks. who moved the capital
to Moscow,

One of Mr. Dempster's fon-
dest reconllections 15 his visit
to the Winter Palace where
the bedrooms had been left
as they had been when they
were used by the Romanoffs,
and there was a banquet
room large enough tn seat
1,500 people. It had been
made a showplace so that
workers and tourists could
view the opulence of the de-

In 1762

Catherine the
Great built a “retreat.,” "“The
Hermitage™ next {to the
Palace and within 20 years
had amassed almost 4,000
paintings.  Her successors

continued to add to the ecol-
lection and in 1B50 an annex
was erected to house paint-
ings and sculptures of mas-
ters from all over Euraope.

“It is the most wonderful
art,”” declares Mr. Dempster.
“It is a good thing the new
government never followed
through with their intention
to sell it."

The Hermitage today is
ome of the great tourist at-
tractions for visitors from all
over the world.

And Mr. Dempster's inter-
est in art has continued. The
walls of the cosy bungalow
he shares with his wife, who
is also B0, are lined with his
paintings, Some are originals,
others are excellent copies
of other paintings or were
taken from colored photos
or postoards.

He prefers landscapes and
rural scenes — a lag cabin

winter scene at Balley's
Bav, the vivid waters and
coral teefs of Bermuda, a

winter morning on a Scottish
farm at Berwick on Tweed.

He has made a copy of a
painting of St. Louis Gate in
the Quebee Citadel before it
was altered, the "Brig o' Bel-
gownie, 1908", the Don Val-
lev as it was in 1800, “Glock-
ford in Devonshire', copied
from a postcard received by
his son-in-law's grandfather
in 1880, and there i5 a copv
of a Cornelius XKreighoff
“Winter in Quebec.”

There is a painting of a
15th eentury China Tea Clip-
per (“My son-in-law’'s father
was captain of a tea clipper”)

He is proud to point out
that there are the same num-
ber of eggs in the basket in
nis enpv of Kreighoff's “La-
val Cottage'" as there are in
the original, "It i5 an exact

rnp.\'_ L]
His painting of “The Last
Supper'”, too, iz an exaet

copy of a German painting,
with goblets of copper, silver
or gold, not of glass, and the
unleavened bread, roast mut-
ton and bitter herbs,
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NEED AN EXPERT? CALL ONE OF THESE . ..

pne of her heautiful hand
made guilts.
Their proudest achieve-

ment is a 1,400 piece Centen-
nial quilt. Another is a "Bow
Tie" design. Thev estimate
that the materials for a quilt
cost about $38.

But moneyv is not the most
important thing, says Mr,
Dempster. One has to have
an interest in life, to have a
daily challenge for living.

“People budget money for
their old age, but not time,
You cannot play bingo seven
davs a week. You have to do
something constructive,
something ecreative, some-
thing worthwhile,"

Last fall the Dempsters
celebrated their 58th wed-
ding anniversarv with a
quiet family dinner at the
Walker House in Toronto,
and in November they were
among the guests of honor at
the annual Remembrance
Day Dinner at the Royal
Canadian Legion in Rich-
mond Hill.

So while the aging-“rﬁ-
astasia" fought her final bat-
tle in West Germany for the
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Conservation 1970 Budget
Near $3%2 Million Mark

The 58-member Metro and to about 50 cents, based on an
Region Conservation Authority estimated population of nearly|
has approved a 1870 general| 2,086,000 within the 1,000
conservation budget of £3,461-|square-mile watershed adminis-
B45 at its annual budget meet-tered by the authority.

ing held at Etobicoke Municipal| Aytherity members also ap-| REP@R H
Building February 13. The bud-|sroved the 1970 capital works!

et was presented by Elgin!m.njeﬂﬁ for the 1nngvrangez SRt s P
By BARNETT J. DANSON, MP

Card, a member of the author-|flond control and water conser-
sub-committee. next two years, envisages an|
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Danson Fights Inflation \

Rambling Around

(Continued from Page 2)

job at “The Liberal”, and then a two vear stint
as operator of a bookkeeping machine at York Cen-
tral Hospital filled the interval before ghe was
re-instated at the Thornhill Branch of the Bank of
Nova Scotia.
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LIKES FIGURES AND PEOPLE
“Working in a bank is something I really enjov,”
sald Betty. ‘I think it runs in the family to be good

at figures. My older brother and sister started in
the bank too.”

Besides liking to work with numbers, Betty

H. B. FISHER
Office Supplies Ltd.

16 Yonge Street North
RICHMOND HILL

Mister
Tranamission Lid.
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|Social Stationery, Typewriter

|and Adder Sales.

| : - _ “And people are the most interesting facts in the
iBunnY SHH“TTS T'VHI == and water conservation projects .. major immediate problems force us to re-think our some-

world,” ghe added. “In the bank you get a chance
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All Work Guaranteed

the atmosphere at her bank is very pleasant.

“Everyone works well together,” she said.
* & = % X

NEEDS WORK OF THE WORLD

“T seem to be a person who needs both a home
and family plus outside work,” said Betty. “I need
the children but I need to keep my mind active too.”

Bettv's mother, Gladys Hill, who lives in Rich-
mond Hill, keeps an eye on nine-year-old Rebecca
and a habysitter cares for Diana, two vears, while
her mother works at the bank.

In order to accomplizh this, Betty gets up at 6.30,
does housework, walks to Yonge from Markham
Road and Bayview and catches a bus to Thornhill
every morning. She arrives at the bank at 8.45.

“Working in a bank is ideal for me . . . the
hours aren’t that long and I can get home in good

Norfowmn | GORDON S. WOOD
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would like to keep up. In the gem that follows she

shares some of her thoughts about life.
] - ] L] -

WHAT 1S LIFE?
By Betty Mulholland

What is life? Is it happiness . . . heartache,
poverty or wealth? Is it sunshine or rain? Is it
sickness or health?

T'll tell vou what life is. Life i3 all these things.
And few are the people who do not experience all
the feelings set in a human soul, If one were given
3 life of complete happiness, there would be no
challenge. We fight for what we want and whether
or not we achieve our goal depends on how hard we
fight. It is much easier to give up the ship than
stay with it and see it safely to shore.

I take mv hat off to those who have the back-
bone and spirit to take what life gives them with a
smile. There are many things beyond our power.
These we accept without question. But life is what
vou make it and the only way to take life is to keep

yvour chin up and laugh at the world.
o &

884-3962

lare seduced inte buving the
| things we want rather than the|, ..o nd prices go up again. |
things we need. Secondly the : .
 retailer usually has to pay the| The federal government is re-|
eredit card company anywhere Stricting its expenditures sev-|
from 4% to 7% of the sales erely. They are trying to put|
Ipri.r:e and this gets built into|their house (which 18 “"11'-‘: in
the price he puts on an article|order by budgeting for a sub-
Or Bervice. | stantial surplus. They have con-
When vou and I go into a vinced some major banks and
shop and pay cash, the retailer retall chainz to forego announc-
makes 4% to 7% more on our ®d increases in interest rates
| purchase. In effect, we are pay- They have also been successful|
'ing a penalty for our frugality. In getting some key industries
[ am urging that you request a to rescind, or delay, price in-
discount on such purchases and creases. These mstremtsl shnm-l
'T think retailers should be|that everyone is beginning to
| happy to give you 4% or 5% mean business but they are only
| for vour prompt payment. | temporary and cannot be main-
When the retailer recelves fained unless we join in the
prompt payment, he can reduce| fight too.
his bank loan. on which he can/ We all must put our houses in
be paving 107 vearly, Secondly, order. We must demand value
| his cash position is improved so When we shop. We should, to
|that he can buy more competi-|the extent possible boycott pro-
| tively from his wholesaler, who ducts where prices are increas.
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