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Conduct Of Whitchurch School Board Criticized

Whitchurch Township Pub-
lle School Board has come
under heavy eriticism rec-
ently on two counts. the con-
duct of its public meetings
and plans for a senior pub-
lic school for grade 7 and B
pupils in the township.

Ratepayers have complain-

ed that the board appears to
resent the public and press

at meetings; that there is a
lack of formal procedure at
the meetings: that no min-
utes of previous

no way of knowing how in-
dividual board members
voted on various proposals.

There has also been con-
sitlerable dissatisfaction that
meetings of the board are

held 1n a private home, that

of the board’s secretary, John

Wylie at Mussellman's Lake.

At the July 17 meeting of
the board, six members of
the publiec and two members
of the press were refused
admittance to the meeting on
the grounds that there was

not enough room in Mr.
Wylie's home to accommo-
date - them,

meetings
are read and ratepayers have

Board members evidently
nad a change of heart, how-
ever, and Mr. Wylie advised
later that the meeting would
be held at Ballantrae Public
Schoaol, three miles to the
north-west.

At B pm, the six parents.
two reporters and three
members of the schonl hoard
were ready to begin the
meeting However, as the
chairman was not present,
ane of the trustees had de-
veloped car trouble and had
been unable to reach the
new site of the meeting and
one trustee said he had to
leave early, Vice-Chairman
Melvin Baker ruled that
without a quorum, no meet-
ing could be conducted, He
and Mr. Wylie thereupon
left the meeting.

Chairman Dr. J. Morris
Smith arrived at 8.35 bul
stopped only briefly and
drove off after speaking to
one of the trustees.

By 8.45 only the six an-
noyed ratepavers and two re-
porters were present. At 9
pm, Trustee C, Weslev Bril-
linger, having overcome his

car trouble, arrived at the
meating, which however, had
never really begun.,
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The following Monday,
July 26 a meeting was held
at Ballantrae Public School
and all board members were
present. In response to rate-
pavers' criticism, minutes of
all meetings since last March
20 to July 10 were read.

However, when a parent,
.. Pinkerton, attempted to
raise a question about the
minutes of April 3, he was
ruled out of order by the
chairman. Mr. Pinkerton was
told that the board would not
consider deputations at the
meeting and deputations
would be heard only at meet-
ings held the first of every
month, and then only on
written notice to the board.

Mr. Pinkerton denied that
he was a "“deputation” and
stated that he felt the pro-
cedure was not in accordance
with the Public Schools Act.
The board then proceeded tn
adopt the minutes of the
previous 12 meetings.

Heated discussion then
arose on the board's proposal
to erect a senior public
school 1%2 miles south of
Ballantrae on Concession 8
to serve the 290 grade T and
8 students in the township.
This was strongly opposed by
Transportation Committee
Chairman Wesley Brillinger
who felt that the proposed
site was too close to the
eastern border of the town-
ship and many students
would have to be transported
long distances and three or
four extra buses required.

Mr. Brillinger favored a

site on Concession 5 which
the board was considering
two yvears ago, as it was more
central and buses could use
mainly county roads which
would be well cleared during
the winter.

Trustee Irene Bacon had
also been opposed to the site.
However, when the vote was

taken, she refrained from
voting and the resolution was
carried with Chairman

smith, and Trustees Melvin
Baker and Norman Fockler
voting in favor and only Mr.

Brillinger voting against it,
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The resolution to build the
school was then sent to the
York County Consultative
Committee for approval and
was discussed Mondav night
of this week at a meeting
with the Consultative Com-
mittee, the school board,
Whitchurch Township Reeve
Ross Farquharson and mem-
bers of the township plan-
ning board.

In examining proposed
school sites, the consultative
committee considers how the
proposal will fit in with its
overall plan for the area.
Secretary Mavnard Hallman
advises that if a proposed
school is close to the bound-
ary between two municipal-
ities it might be a duplica-
tion of facilities, “The com-
mittee feels that two manyv
mistakes have been made
already and we are still pay-
ing for them," he said.

Mr. Hallman also advised
that as far as he knew, the
Department of Education
does not approve of school
plans unless they have the
committee's approval.
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chadow. According to the old
and very reliable Indian legend,
we can expect autumn weather
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of the summer months. Another
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King Farmer Appeals
For Aid In Tax Bill

A King Township farmer has
‘appealed to counci for relief
from his tax bill, but has re-
ceived little in the way of en-
couragement,

. Reeve Gordon Cook 1;511:1
'William Subschak, Concession|
'4, that council hadn't authority
'to grant relief from municipal
|tax bills, as it was governed by
municipal law.

“You are having a bad erop
year, but so are other farmers,
'said Mr. Cook.

Mr. Subschak said he would
not have crop revenue to meel
his July 31 taxes. His Spring
crop had suffered $1,000 dam-
ages and he wanted some help
to tide him over.

He said he wasn't asking for
charity: in 45 years he had
never asked for any l-ltltld of
help in that way, and In 1936
he had even sold off some of == ] = g -
his land to pay his debis. q ,
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e 2

3 9.0cA INSURANCE

%

Co-operators Insurance Associations

of Guelph are sponsored and controfied
by these democratic organizations
which represent a million Ontario
people:

Ontario Credit Union League
Ontarie Federation of Agriculture

Pieces can be

- - : Fellow farmer, Councilior Includes 7-dr. 50” double desk, plus 26" 4-dr. dresser chest, plos =y urchased
United Co-operatives of Ontario Ernest Crossland, suggested | &-dr. double dresser. Al the drawer space you will need - . and more! Mapsplsnrseceinl
Mr. Subschak apply for help 15" HIGH Beautifully crafted of fine cabinet woods dressers & desks i sale prices

CO-OPERATORS INSURANCE ASSOCIATION (GUELPH)
CO-OPERATORS LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION (GUELPH)

¢rom the York County farmers’
committee. which had been or-
ganized to present crop losses

TILT
to the government

BONUS!
MIRROR
Mr Subschak was not avail :

He Gl 8 Yonge Street South at Centre Street
| Richmomnd Hifl Phone 884-6481
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