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three schools in question are all lo-
cated in the southwest part of the
township—the very area that the
council has designated as the future
site of rapid residential development.
These three additions are just a
portent of what the taxpayers in the
southern part of Markham are going
to have to face in the months ahead.

During the year a majority of
council has supported a wide-open
residential subdivision policy which is
eventually going to result in an ad-
ditional 1,500 to 2,000 new homes in
the Thornhill area, Opposition to this
expansionist policy has come from
Deputy-reeve Stewart Rumble and
Ward 3 Councillor Charles Hoover.,

It is not difficult to .foresee what
this unbridled residential develop-
ment is going to do not only to ele-
mentary school taxes in the township
but also to secondary school taxes
throughout the whole high school
district. Markham is the third
largest shareholder in the York Cen-
tral high school district which, in ad-
dition to Markham, serves the munic-
ipalities of Richmond Hill, Vaughan
and Woodbridge.

share of the total cost of providing
these extra educational facilities,
Hardly a happy situation for to-day’s
homeowners.

During the past year the Ontario
Government has seen fit to pay only
an average of 35.67 of the total cost
of education across the province with
the balance being borne by the mun-
icipalities. A prime example of how
the property owner is being forced
to bear more and more of the total
cost of education is seen in the grant
structure of the York Central high
school district. In the short period
of just five years the provincial
grants for this, the largest high
school district in the county, have
dropped from 42% 1n 1958 to 28.6%
in 1963.

More homes mean more children
and the resulting need for more
schools. This can only result in
higher taxes for all of us. Instead
of encouraging residential develop-
ment a couneil should strictly control
it. The members should spend their
time seeking industrial assessment
as a means of offsetting the tax bur-
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