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Information Please

Year after year we urge ratepay-
ers to attend the nomination meeting
held annually to nominate candidates
for public office.  Many times we
have said that citizens as sharehold-
ers in the community should attend
this annual meeting to get an account-
ing of their public business.

We are not surprised however
that many who attended Monday
night's meeting in Richmond Hill
were disappointed in the meagre am-
ount of real information they receiv-
ed about the conduet of their own
business.

We know that custom accepted
through many years dies hard, but
we do feel that something should be
done now to make this annual town
meeting, this annual meeting of
shareholders, taxpayers or by what-
ever title we wish to call them, more
really informative and useful,

A brief and scanty financial re-
port and a three minute talk by coun-
cil members really gives little real
information to the jnterested tax-
payer. In the sandwich between
thanks to nominators and season's
greetings for all there is little meat
of real detail or information.

Contrary to a mistaken belief
held by many who sometimes get el-
ected to public office the average tax-
payer really is interested and would
like to know, not in wide generalities,
but in some detail, just how his mon-
ey i spent,

It isn’t good enough fo pass over
this criticism with the stock answer
that any taxpayer is welcome at any
time to go to the town office and de-
mand any information about public
business. As someone rightly said
Monday night not many taxpayers
have the time or inclination to be
private detectives. They shouldn't
have to be to find out the essential
facts about their own business. [t

Consult Your Tax Bill

Richmond Hill will have a full
scale municipal election and now for
the first time in some years taxpayers
have the opportunity of making a
selection for most of the public of-
fices. Last year acclamations were
the order of the day and ratepayers
not satisfied with the administration
of the day were denied the opportun-
ity of expressing their wishes at the
polls.

The great majority of citizens
will welcome the election and the op-
portunity it offers for an expression
of public opinion. Elections are evi-
dence of a healthy democracy and
serve a most useful purpose in our
system of government.

Councils too long in office tend to
be indifferent to the rights of the
people at large and too often transact
and treat public business as if it were
their own private property. Elections
are a needed reminder that the public
business belongs to the people and
council members or trustees are ser-
vants of the people,

Every citizen should take an in-
terest in the present election and
make sure of casting a vote on elec-
tion day. The candidates elected will
for the coming year spend your mon-
ey and decide how much will be levied
on your property in the way of taxa-
tion,

At election time it's a good prac-
tice to take a good look at the tax
bill you received early last summer.

is a duty of management. in this case,
the municipal council to provide the
shareholders, the taxpavers, with this
information.

The only practical solution ap-
pears to be the holding of two nom-
ination meetings, one for municipal
council and another for school trus-
tees. In this wav there could be
ample time for an intelligent discus-
sion of both municipal and school af-
fairs.

[t 18 ridiculous to expect any
kind of a useful accounting from a
mayor or school board chairman in
anything less than half an hour. This
kind of time should be available to all
elected officials and if possible to all
council members and trustees. There
should be time too for questions from
the taxpayvers.

The financial statement issued by
the municipality should be more in-
formative and give at least some de-
tall of receipts and expenditures.
“Expenses’” 18 altogether too broad a
heading. If taxpavers’ money is used
for expenses the taxpavers have ev-
ery right to know the details of what
is considered to be expenses.

At future nomination meetings
the mayor and members of fown
couneil should have time sufficient to
give a complete and detailed account-
ing of their stewardship. The same
should apply to school trustees.

Taxpayers should insist on fin-
ancial accounting in the form of fin-
ancial statements or auditors’ reports
which give detailed information and
a complete picture of the vear's ad-
ministration.

Too long it has been said the
people don't care. We maintain the
great majority of the people do care,
and we suggest the others better get
interested soon or we will be in ser-
ious trouble with a still greater tax
burden on our homes.

Reach into the files also and get out
the bills for 1961 and 1960, and for
previous years. A great many of our
people have expressed genuine alarm
at the pattern of continually increas-
ing taxation and probably will want
to vote for a change. To some these
inereases mayv not seem out of the
way and they will want to continue
the same representatives in public
office.

Many people share the generally
accepted widespread opinion that in
any event an election i1s a good thing.
That councils too long in office be-
come complacent and ecareless with
the expenditure of people’s money.

Whatever the result the outcome
depends on the people. All year the
elected council is boss and tells vou
what to do. One day in the vear, elec-
tion day, the people are boss, and
have authority in their own hands.
That authority is expressed by the
ballot which is the right and privil-
ege of every qualified ratepayer.

We only urge vou to make sure
and vote. If vou are satisfied with
the old council vote to give them an-
other term of office. If vou are not
satisfied then vote for the new can-
didates and give them a trial.

All elections are important, and
in every election the vote of the in-
dividual is what determines the re-
sult. This is the responsibility of
every voter and the issue rests with
you,

Know Your Ward

~ Richmond Hill citizens will vote
in a ward system for the first time on
December 8th. If the number of spoil-
ed ballots and therefore lost votes is
to be kept to a minimum then every
citizen should know the boundaries of
?is ward and the offices he is voting
or.

The town is now divided into
four wards.

Ward I takes in residents living
north of Crosby Avenue, east of
Yonge Street, They will vote at the
municipal hall, Beverlev Acres and
Crosby Heights Public Schools.

Ward 2 comprises the area be-
tween Markham Road ,and Crosby
Avenue, east of Yonge Street. Resi-
dents of this ward will vote at Me-
Conaghy, Crosby Heights and Walter
Scott Public Schools.

Residents living south of Mark-
ham Road and east of Yonge Street
are in ward 3 and will cast their votes
at McConaghy and Walter Scott Pub-
lic Schools.

All residents living west of Yonge
Street are in ward 4 and will cast

their ballots at the municipal hall,
MacKillop, Pleasantville and McCon-
aghy Public Schools.

An advance poll will be held De-
cember 3 in the municipal hall be-
tween 2 and 10 p.m.

Electors who file a declaration at
the time of voting stating they ex-
pect to be absent from town on elec-
tion day, election officials unable to
attend the poll at which they are en-
titled to vote and those who expect
to be In hospital or for religious rea-
sons are prevented from votinzg on
election day, are eligible to vote in
the advance poll.

Residents will be voting for may-
or, reeve and deputy-reeve and one
councillor in each ward. It should be
remembered that everyone has a vote
for those three top positions of may-
or, reeve and deputy-reeve. Candi-
dates for these senior offices must
campaign across the whole town. The
ward system in the case of town coun-
cil applies only to the election of coun-
cillors.

Ray Stephens

THE MUSIC BOX
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SEPARATE SCHOOL BOARD
It was with great interest that

It's amazing just how much|the band. ‘the school band

there i1s to talk and wrile about played several selections during

in this business of music, and
also equally amazing just how
little most folk are inclined to

the evening'. Splendid. All
the work and preparation just

give themselves or their groupl|for that. What do you suppose

a

boost, or even the decent/the members of the band feel

‘plug’ they deserve. If not for|like when they scan the report

themselves, then at least for thelof the activities? There's I'ID”'I-_]'I-'S York Choraleers are keep-
group they lead or represent. |ing really wrong with this kind|ing right busy. by all accounts

from your band, choir ete, to/beforehand of what you might|where they all aren’t out some-|

then
and able.

Out of a quarter page school|’someone played the piano'. Ofjter the musical side of the
item we managed to glean by alcourse this might be exagger- Pantomime we had last year
|says that another one is in the

Why not appoint some onelof thing but we want to know

'get in a little news now and/be doing and then we can tell|where giving a bit of good cho-|
This column is waiting/the world through the mediumiral enjoyment to some church
of this column. Again we read|or group.

Take this point for instance.|'the choir sang a number’ or

process of sifting and elimina-|ating a wee bit but you get the

jtion the following report about idea. Now just picture say the
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(By Elizabeth Kelson)
WHY THE COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
IS IMPORTANT TO YOU

More and more people are coming to realize
what a community newspaper means in their lives. I
believe this, because a good cross-section of people
have admitted to me that the daily paper cannot take
the place of the community newspaper. Of course,
people do not always give the same reasons for liking
a paper. One says that he likes the paper because it
enables him to know more about his neighborhood.
Another reader says: “Even if you don't know the
people, you can get to know the streets, and you can
just about figure out where people live anyway.” And
again: “The community paper gives the names of
the people we know. It has always something inter-
esting going on in local politics or crusades of one
kind and another, and that's something you can't get
from the daily paper.” “It gives local news ahout
stores and people, churches and welfare organiza-
tions and many other activities too numerous to
mention,”

And that's not all: People say that the commun-
ity paper by means of its editorials, columns and ar-
ticles gives inspiration and credit to local people and
helps plant the seeds for community betterment.
And the readers should know for it is they who help

to make a good community newspaper,
ok % % % ¥

PEGGY'S BAZAAR IS NOT AN ORDINARY
GIFT SHOPPE

(It's A Heaven for the Local Artists)

One of these davs when vou're down Thornhill
way, yvou should drop in on “Peggy's Bazaar” on
Yonge Street. This shop has a unique flavor only
because a large-hearted woman named Peggy Penny-
legion is a staunch supporter of the works of local
artists. Let us step inside this store for a moment
if only to share some of her enthusiasm. First to the
Christmas card section., There you will find the at-
tractively designed cards of Flovd Baillargeon, 21
Highland Park Blvd. Mr. Baillargeon is a commer-
cial artist, formerly associated with Art and Design
Studios in Toronto. He is also knowh as an i]_l’uatr%tnr
of children's books. The Christmas cards of Roxald
Mitchell Duncan of Studio Twelve, Thornhill, and’ Loi
Hathaway of Aurora show originality and are well
worth looking at. While you are looking at these
Christmas card designs, you may come across one
that includes a recipe for MULLED CLARET. The
artist who designed the card is not local but the re-
cipe comes from one of our distinguished citizens, Mrs.
R. H. Neil of John Street, Thornhill, and is used by
her every time Christmas time rolls around. Here is
the recipe: Take one quart of claret, add juice of a
lemon and one-third lemon slice. Add one cup of
sugar, 1 piece stick cinnamon and 8 cloves. There
vou have the recipe, but you should see the cards.

Now . . . let us look around some more. Our
ceramic artist, Gwen Sands from 19 Uplands Avenue
has an interesting display. Her little figurines are
charming and one of the most popular of models are
those of cats and they are all shapes and sizes.
Hanging on the walls of the shop are the lovely wood-
carvings of Richard Tompkins of Bolton. Mrs. Kay
Stothers, Centre St. and Mrs. Williamson, Yonge St.,
Thornhill, offer their landscape paintings for wvour
delight. For quilt lovers, Mrs. J. Henry of 139 John
St. has much to offer in this line. Theo Dawson of
Richmond Hill has some very attractive gift sugges-
tiong in her lovely floral arrangements and her hand-
some ornamental bottles which are tastefully arrang-
ed on the shelves of Peggy's Bazaar. Theo collects
bottles, spray-paints them and then hand-paints the
beautiful designs.

As you can see .,
ordinary shoppe . .

your local artists in and around vour own district.
* o %k W % ¥

THE BUS DRIVERS ARE INTERESTING PEOPLE |

And this complimentary statement comes from |
And she offers |

a reader in the Richmond Hill area.
two little stories to prove it. “Bus drivers are very
interesting people,” she said. “I like to listen to their
stories. They meet their share of difficult people.
This story was told me by a Scotsman and this will
give you some idea of how he handled a difficult fare.

T'he fare said to the bus driver, sneeringly,
“There’s nothing on the books that says I can’t give
you this.” He reached into his wallet and handed
the driver a five dollar bill. “No”, said the driver
with the Scottish burr in his voice, “and there's
nothing on the books that says I can’t give yvou this.”

The bus driver reached into his box and handed the |
passenger a roll of ten cent pieces. “What will I do |

?

with all these dimes,” wailed the man. “You just
put two in the box and we’ll call it square,” said the
driver. “How do I know I have the right amount?”
asked the passenger. “Well,” the driver replied,
“they’ve all been counted by the machine and 1 have
never known them to be short yet, but if you want
to be sure, just sit right down there and count them.”

Another fare came on the bus one day, and he |

was really in a fighting mood. He said, “All I have
is this ten dollar bill and yvou are going to take it.”
The driver thought for a moment, then he took the
offered bill and tucked it into the fare box. He
turned to the man and said: “Now I will give you a
receipt for nine-eighty and you can go down to the
office tomorrow and get your money.” The man
snapped angrily, “I need that money, I'm going out
for the evening.” *“I need my money too,” said the
driver, “Sit down please!”
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Heir we Sre. Plossa tse ue- ' ﬂl'i long last the apathy towards
On Being Active " o the st'tm-:.ul board and the mem-
See where Dick Edmunds and bers on it has come. \a A end.
3 : It seems strange, in a demo-
cratic system such as ours, that
such a responsible position as
members of a school board is
Itaken for granted by so many
of the voters.
What are the names of the|
o leoked f_.prn:':wnl school board? IH{‘:'-:’
0 J00ARELE - al=lsften do they meet and when?
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net just for fun. . lwriting the two incumbent mem-
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ours from the high school. Da- have not indicated they will
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Recaiy . ... |being shown, parents will at long|
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tinet in the music printing field, =4 Clare H. Harrington,
Strangely enough after reading| 161 Lucas St.,
the name above Harr, H.| Richmond Hill
Sparks, I had a feeling that it kK
was known to me so over the| ]
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|weekend my boys and I drove PIANO CLASSES SN
around the King area looking SCHOOL
for an old church with an evén Dear Mr. Editor:
older grave stone. My hunch| It seems to me it would be a
was ‘wrong but we did locate wise thing to tell your I'EE!j.El'S
the stone, now overgrown with|why we have had to dlscuntl_nue
high grass and almost tipping|th piano classes in the Rich-
over, of one Henry Smart died{mond Hill public ?cl::ﬂﬂl;.‘ e
a. i s 4, ' hool board in 1
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his day but in the teaching ca-|the rule that exira curljlclllal'
pacity and his manuscripts nowlactivities may not hehnarrled t:in
can be seen in the music room|until 5 p.m.; in other words
of the Ontario College of Edu-|piano classes cannot be l::al'ril.!{;!!r
cation., He lies unknown in the|on until 5 p.m. and not from
little church yard of the Pres-|p.m. as formerly.
h}*t_erian_l Church n!::-rth on Duf-| when I appeared before the
ferin right opposite the new|hsard to protest the rule as it
church built in 1848 is now un-|isdicated that if permission
der the care of the Lady Eaton|were granted it would also have

estate. to refer to other organizations.
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Reading where Mr, William|this argument is that piano
Morden Basie, known as the|c'asses are a national activity,
Count, was in Toronto last|approved by every Department
week and he is now 58. The last|of Education in Canada, apd
chapter of a great jazz era. One|two provinces make ﬁnanmgl
O'Clock Jump, Basie Boogie, grants to ensure the work Is
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(or am I talking to myself). By approve or disapprove, but it is|
today's standards these typesjour experience that where)
seem to be of the Metropolitan|trained teachers are available,|
Opera category Ragtime, Cake-/(and we have two excellent
walk, Charleston, Boogie, Bun-|teachers in Richmond Hill) all
nyhug, Bebop, Rock and Roll,|boards have granted permission
the Twist and now we are ent-/to teach between the hours of
ering the new era of Bossa No-/4 pm. and 5 p.m., some to 6
Va. | (Continued On Page 9)
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‘ by George Mayes
. ® Yesterday’s news is not necessarily dead.

Mavor Phillips and Controller Summerville have
both promised to tell the REAL story of how Toronto
lost the 1967 World's Fair , .. And which version will
be the fair-y tale?

% & % ok %

Reports on the almost-successful robbery of a
downtown Toronto bank proved once again that there
is some good in the worst of people. The robbers
showed they had a basic sense of decency when they
blindfolded the bank janitor before leaving him tied

| n the women's washroom.
B %k % %k &k &

, We wish Deputy-reeve Tom Broadhurst would
| explain again his plan to make payments on land for
| off-street parking with the revenue from parking
meters on the off-parked street.,
K ¥ ¥ ¥k ¥ K
This is Grey Cup week-end in Toronto. (Usually
pronounced DRIN-CUP by football-fans-for-a-day.)
* & % X B ¥
| An RCMP warning on “very good” counterfeit
$20 bills says that “the only way to determine if they
are genuine is to compare them with a genuine $20
bill” . . . and if they don't compare, ONE of them is
a counterfeit,
* ok k% & Kk B
Is Canada considering a distinctively Canadian
flavor in its postage stamp muecilage? The question
was asked in Commons by an NDP member. He sug-
gests Maple or Blueberry . .. And Rye should be
popular.
: ¥ % ¥ X ® ¥
An Alberta Senator wants to send Ottawa’s
Mavor Whitton out west to deal with the defiant
Doukhobor leaders on a woman-to-woman basis. But
Ottawa’s city council would never let her go. If the
dealing ended in peeling, a Charlotte in the raw would
be the last straw.
¥ & % %X % %
Premier Robarts has appointed a five-man com-
mittee to give Ontario’s tax system a ‘‘stem-to-stern”
examination .

couldn’t mean “the end” of provincial taxes; the

best we can hope for is some stemming.
£ % & % B %

Progress Note:

One of Toronto's newer supermarkets advertises
that it has the last-word feature in modern shopping:
A MEAT COUNTER WITH
| BEHIND IT!

. . Well with a $100 million jump ex- |
pected in next year’s budgef, the “stern” obviously |

'much do vou feel they will ac-|—

COLLUNMBIA,

'through their decisions schools| PICTURES .
I have one request for an old|, .. puilt, teachers hired, and| P®sents

us remember our first duty as| §

in 1963 will| |

e
1]

|

| :::_::3.:.-

=

Phone TUrner 4-1212

FREE PARKING AT REAR OF THEATRE
Continuous Daily From 7:00 p.m.
Saturday From 6:00 p.m.

Saturday Matinee, 2:00 p.m.
Air Conditioned for your comfort by Refrigeration.

Thurs., Fri., Sat., - Nov. 29, 30, Dec. 1
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£ ZANIEST SPECTACUL

AN
/| \t\ HERGULES,SWQEE*E hero in history,
meets weakest weaklings in hysteria

«.and its more fun thana
Roman Cirgus!
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SCREENPLAT BY ELWODD DLLMAN - s o s o e
PROCUCED BY NORNAN MAURER - DRECTED B EWARD
S TRETERER | NORMANDY PRODIETION
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cwmeTON)  [TECHNIOLOR ECHNRANE)
ANNE = JAMIE MARTY JAMES LIONEL

Screenplay By HAROLD SWANTON, PATRICK KIRWAN s HAROLD HUTH

Based On A Slory By HAROLD SWANTON * Music Composed By LARRY ADLER
produced B HAROLD HUTH * birected By KEN ANNAKIN
AN IRVING ALLEN #JAMIE UYS FILM PRODUCTION

g \ COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE

............
------------------

Please Note: Thurs., Fri., last complete show 8.30 p.m.
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“The Three Stooges Meet Hercules”

T T T e VI R 7 VAL L L P

SATURDAY MATINEE 2 PM,

PLUS COLOR CARTOONS
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Enjoy Sunday Movies

This Sunday Dec. 2
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a side of life you never expecied
to see on the screen!

i

ﬁ..:h ..... R S S R el

COLUMBLA PCTURES s CHARLES K FELDMANS

e

{

IF
.'I L

l!-—u
[]

—— =

a new kind of love-story

STARAING

LAURENCE HARVEY

CAPUCINE
JANE FONDA

ANNE BAXTER
BARBARA STANWYCK e
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