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I wonder if we are brave
enough to face the Christ of Beth-
lehemn? He Is not what the poets
and the painters have made Him,
When the artist has finished
painting the manger scene at
Bethlehem there is nothing unat-

Hill, Over Dall

by Cicely Thomson
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Do you remember the story of the trainload of
dolls and toys and good things to eat that had to be got

| An Independent Weeky: Established 1878 F 'th over the mountain for the good little boys and girls who
al lived on the other side of the mountain?
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i Member Audit Bureau of Circulations along to get this elegant cargo over the mountain, and

after she had hitched herself to the trainload she start-
ed off merrily on her way. ‘ However before very long
the mountain got steeper and she had to put much more
real effort into the business, and then she had to keep
up her spirit and cheer on her flagging engine by re-
peating over and over again, “I think I can, I think I
can, I think I ean, I-think-I-can, I—think—I—can,
I — think I can” until at last the top of the mountain
was reached and then her whistle sounded merrily and
her little voice sang out, “I knew I could! I knew I

FREE PARKING REAR OF THEATRE

Show Times 7 and 9 p.m.
Continuous from 6 p.m. Saturdays and Holidays

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Dec. 25, 26, 27

Thursday, December 25, 1958
One Show Only - - 8 p.m.

; ez ; |
E:Nﬂ “ ﬁ:'l” niﬂlﬂ “ ‘ ﬁ “i“:’& “Iﬁ '} “ fhﬂ ﬁ' ﬂ & D “‘ ﬂ' ﬂ ﬁ“ &l'ﬂl“:ﬂl# ‘I:w:.;i:eaci-ﬁ?ls;:ténkfégiﬂnfa ;:n“t‘i"f_* could! I knp_.-w T cmlld.!" And of course all the good litt_IE Bﬂ}{. Office Ooén 7.30
weew o |ity. _ ‘ boys and girls who lived on this side of the mountain pens p.m.
: e tufhff tﬁglrgﬂfn‘mt;rnl;ﬂgii;ﬂﬂ%i:; had Ehe{ilrt%ﬂlésdand tll}w.}'ﬁi and thei}::j* gn}tt:-d thi?ggh tﬂlealt.
= ey : = n at dear children, is the story of the little ;‘ =
= mhe Ilﬁbt Df tbe wﬂrlh % | Hmentsl thing. He writes, “Tesds| blue engine that could. And sometimes, just sometimes s AW (0P @6‘0 4V B
= e:.- (Was born in a stable, 1 stable, ind you, you the good little boys on th i
2 S SRR | o Ton e s et et o egirere | 807 Tnto The World Beyond [
=y 4o | Christian painters have painted y ' kgt B ;1 Tl . D E,"‘,;;% e or eyond
ey In the little quiet places in the large bustling cities, the yoos f'ff S A {Ef o 7 ”1 ?ST"‘* E?lgﬁstmﬂﬁﬂi; *ﬁ;f hf::l : fgrlﬁ 5:3::: ff:eﬂ]i&ﬂnaflﬂp g Ima atio Wh
winl - (e 1 - | e a eir od shoulc ave ¥ . - a ‘ ) ver Yy Y- :_::5'?:.:-::'.
= Christian Church remains the Light of the World. = }:Ei iu-.;rnthin n:_:{uz:ﬁlr 3{11 1t:ﬂ:-t. way, and while the big freight engine (of course you re- Y Ad tgln 10n Ereds|
4 = a3y, Ry iristmas | member the big freight engine that said he was much ?-Z.""" venture e
= Eh‘n_The triumphant fact of Christmas tide is that the light is still = EPfmﬂﬂ’}rﬁ?ﬂﬁ'wlﬁfti?fﬁ iy t{; lhm%m.taﬁqt m'pgu a 11%1& carlﬁg}d like thtat im;l mfemt: St pigs
=3 1ning. e | dy-like statues, the Holy Stable,| o uffpuffing indignantly on his own tracks) jus .
oo : S |clean and prettily painted, with| might be Daddy, there is no doubt about it at all that X
o For 2,000 yvears dark foreces of evil have sought to put it out. 4 |2 neat, tidy manger, ecstatic ass,! 1y 2 1ittle blue engine must be Mummy. And the stor
Ay History is filled with the turbulence of war, malice and greed. The o | SORITLEE oX, aud the afgels fluts - " M 2 ket e
aal . ’ g : 4 | te ing on the roof. This is not the | tells of course of how she (Mummy) has to keep up her
~ marching hordes of Antichrist have often seemed invincible. Yet & | stable in which Jesus was born.| spirits and pull for all she’s worth because of course the
e they could not outlast the light of love and humility that shone in a - g;';} s :é-?mﬂ;h]fs “inﬁ,hrfigtﬁ good little fbﬂ}'s Hﬂ%_ girls to whﬂr? ﬁl;le's fa‘iing the
o forsaken stable, 2= | rough walls, a ditty pavetnent, trainload of good things . . . well, t EF’_"E er own
: : roof of beams and slaFe vﬁ lsedarﬂ little bova and girls . . . and of course things HAVE
T How many times has it seemed that because of hideous fears - f[smihr:e;l;!nﬂ ;hf‘, Eﬂl}r %I;aﬂ thing | te be all ready for them bright and early Christmas
- and deeds, the blackness of night would never be penetrated. It may : piles the hay and fodder. This j | morning. '
o seem so now, with half of the world entrapped by despotism and titans o | 11.]m:- real stable where Jesus was Now I dnn]{:. rgcallf whether thel_st?rymmentinriled
ik ing for Armageddon. Yet the light still beckons, refusing to E :un;. The f;?‘lthiest place in the| Christmas at all; but or our own ;tte ue engine
-~ PrEpRIing : ’ g & | World was the first room of the| (Mummy of course) Christmas is the important reason
<y o out. s | only pure Man ever born of wom- | why g]] these things must be done on time. And we all
. — : o | 1f we are really going to cateh | read all those cartoons in the magazines and papers
s Its central radiance i‘! in the figure of & man born i & manger, & | the spirit of »:.':Inrlmtm:-m:,ﬂ we must | which make it very clear how the big freight engine
g dying on a cross and shaking the world to its foundations by the f ﬁ?ttlﬂggfi?‘:g ?ﬁisﬁnfimenfial H‘ti‘ (whom we could call Daddy) feels about the extra spec-
= power of love. And every Christmas the glad tidings of this power &5 | Thev make Christmas into a nies| 18] preparations that go on.
wee comes to uplift and sustain us. 4% | festival, but they never bring To be fair, we must tell you young folk, that of
et E'hfm]e to our hearts in any forceful | eourse the big freight engine was absolutely right! If
s | e eaning O sty SoArth. | he hadn’t gone on about his job and done it just as well
: was to deliver man from sin. ﬁ as he possibly could, much more important things than

ey
Christmas

Now Is the season when we sing ed by 87 points. We have allowed costs
“Peace on earth.,” An inseparable part and prices to spiral upward as if there
of the ageless Christmas message is the  were no limit to the amounts that could
angels’ exhortation to the shepherds be expected from the consumers. The
outside Bethlehem: *. , . on earth spending spree that began with the end
peace, good will toward men,” It is a of hostilities keeps on and on, and more

i

a1 1

goal which men of good will have
sought through all the centuries of
Christendom,

The quest has been beset by almost
constant frustration. Wars have grown
in scope as the world's population has
grown, and their destructive feroecity
has increased with the increase of man's
scientifiec knowledge.

Nearly 2,000 years after the first
Christmas, when the Son of God came
to bring peace to the world, there is no
peace. Even though there is no omin-
ous nuclear flash on the horizon, no
sound of gunfire in the streets, we know
peace is still not with us. :

There were wars and rumors of
war, social unrest and injustices of all
kinds when our Lord was born, and this
condition has maintained.. There are
times when it seems we must surely
conclude “time of troubles” is here to
stay. No sooner were we momentarily
"dlsengaged" from a Middle Eastern
erisis in Jordan and Lebanon, a few
weeks ago, than West and East found
themselves on the edge of mortal dan-
ger over Quemoy. Canada saw its
worst unemployment problem in years,
last winter, yet we have had more
strikes in the year now closing, than
in any year since the end of the War.

Inflation is rampant. The cost of

living index has risen by well over 50
points since the end of World War II
and the actual wage index has inereas-

IDEAL  FOR CHRISTMAS

money was spent on luxury buying these
past few weeks than in any previous
time in history. Officially and unoffic-
ially we have encouraged organized
groups to demand and to collect more
than an equitable share of the wealth
we produce,

It may be asked what all this has
to do with Christmas 1958,

Christmas is the season of the
yvear when our thoughts, by the very
nature of the event we celebrate, should
cause us to think of peace and how best
we can fulfill the mission that the
Christ came to earth to perform.

The massive character of the
Christmas celebration in our country,
the Chrmtmaa trees alight, with all their
trimmings, in such an overwhelming
number of Canadian homes, the “Adeste
Fideles” heartily sung by men and wo-
men who are anything but fideles —
all this by itself constitutes a phenom-
enon of imposing proportions.

Too sombre a theme for the Christ-
mas season? We think not. Before we
become immersed in Yuletide pleasan-
tries should we not give sincere thought
to the true meaning of Christmas? The
least we can do, if we profess to be men
of goodwill, is to honor the Christmas
message and its Author. When we do
this, we will then have every right to
rejoice and be glad and join the heaven-
ly throng in singing: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.”
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was a ministry of redemption.
The angel tells Joseph to call the
name of the child “Jesus, for he
shall save his people from their
sins."

The {dea of sin has never been
popular. It is regarded as a
sombre and depressing avenue of
religious teaching which one
should avoid as much as possible.
But the Christian faith forces us
to face facts. This is one fact
we cannot escape if our minds are
opén to truth. In the birth of
Jesus, we see God humbling Him-
self and taking upon Himself the
butden of our sin. This is what
the great love of God was willing
to do for us. ]

Yet human pride resists this .
gift of God's love and grace in
Christ. We are not humble
enough to ask for this all import-
ant gift, the gift of forgiveness.
We never really make our way
to the cradle of Bethlehem unless
we recognize our need for what[
Christ brings. "“Except a man
humble himself and become as a|
little echild, he cannot see the
Kingdom of God.” These are the
words of Him who in infancy was
th» Christ child. But He grew up
and lived and died and rose again
for our redemption.

This season can only fill our
hearts with true Christmas joy
when we see bevond the glitter
and tinsel which man has created,
to the Child born to be our Sa-
viour. The peace which He gives
to the forgiven heart, is not some- I
thing which can be folded up and
put away once the celebrations of
the season have ceased, His peace
and joy will remain, steadfast,
true, as we vield to the power of
His love. His love seeks after us, q

What will be our response to His
search at Christmas?

“Ye Who Now Will
Bless The Poor ..."

As is usual at this season
of the year, the three service
clubs of Richmond Hill, the
Lions, Kinsmen and Rotary
have joined forces to pro-
vide Christmas baskets for
the needy in Riechmond Hill l

and surrﬂundlnﬁ district.
Under the {rection of
Lion Willlam A. Wagner and
other chairmen of welfare,
Alf McLatchy (for the Rotary

dolls and toys would have been missing for the little
boys and girls on the other side of the mountain. So
whenever we think that if he could have just taken time
to give the carload of good things a friendly shove it
would have encouraged the little blue engine so much,
we must remember his important freight,

And do you know I think that the story does not
quite follow real life when it comes to the big freight
engine, because I'm sure our big freight engine (Daddy)
does give the load of dolls and toys several helpful
shoves and pushes while the little blue engine is strug-
gling up the mountain. But of course he is much too
proud to say anything about it.

And that, boys and girls, is the story of how one
fairy tale can all be turned into everyday life. And who
knows what other fairy tales, if you look into them and
can turn magic wands into something everydavish, and
fairy godmothers info someone we see every day, may
turn out to be real-life tales after all!l

. Monday, Tuesday, December 29, 30
%, Plus “LITTLEST HOBO”

“ALLIED ARTISTS' ‘SNOWFIRE'
HAS ALL THE THRILL OF
A WALT DISNEY HITI"

= [OUELLA PARSONS
Hollywood's Famed Columnist

WILD WHITE
STALLION

Lan Radiant

COoOLO n-'l

P.LL-E.!‘EHTDE}N FEATURE i:.,

TECHNICOLOR
- ALSO -

A Glﬂ Subscription to the Liberal
ANYWHERE IN CANADA $350 PER YEAR

ﬂ-wnuu MEGOWAN MOLLY McGOWAN CLAIRE KELLY
s DORRELL McGOWAN we STUART McGOWAN

Club) and Ken Shields (Kins-
men 45 baskets were packed
last Sunday afternoon.

e

TN,
D ELCTES BT

b
STITART Holiday Matinees
STUART PA
PG a Lmj:gﬂi Yﬂ“gtze Pagﬂﬂa 3A v mde meu Monday, Tuesday, December 29-30 - 2 p.m.
: Electrician RESta!‘!.Ea‘E Loy Out from the east, the wise men came, Wednesday, ThurSdﬂ.Yr Dec. 31, Jan. 1 | L
cone Christmas and | And they had travelled far — Matinees Friday, Saturday . 2 PN

For they were the three of ancient fame,
Who followed the glorious star.

And the star led them to Bethlehem,
Where a King had just been born —
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Applications will be received by the un-
dersigned for the position of an apprentice
with the Richmond Hill Hydro-Eleetrie Sys-
tem. Application Forms and further details
may be obtained at the Hydro Office, 56
Yonge Street N. Applications will be receiv-
ed up until 5 p.m. on January 5, 1959.
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