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Prime Minister King delivered In
Parliament. In it the Prime Min-
ister frankly places cefore the peo-
ple of Canada the facts leading up
to the present situation which made
a peneral election necessary and
which influenced him in the momen-
tous decision to let the people of
the nation say who they want to
carry on their government at this
critical time.

Speaking in the House Rt. Hon.
Mr. King said:

May I say, Mr. Speaker, that at
that time I had hoped that circum-
stances might be such as would per-
mit another session of this parliament
being held before a general election,
But as I have said, no one can fore-
sea what is likely to take place in
a time of war, and none can fore-
tell the degree to which a govern-
ment may continue to enjoy the
confidence of the people in carrying
on the affairs of the nation at so
eritical a time. I was careful there-
fore to say that it would be desir-
able when parliament next assembled
to have had a careful review in the
interval of all circumstances which
would bear on the question of whe-
ther it would be advisable to pro-
ceed in a period of war with a pre-
election session, or tg have on the
hustings such discussion as must
necessarily take place—in other
words, to avoid two political battles,
one in parliament and one on the
hustings as well.

I had felt, I must =ay, up until
a very short time ago that it was
going to be possible, at a session

called in the month of January, to,

present to this parliament the mea-
sures which the government felt it
would be necessary, before an ap-
peal to the people, to carry through
for the effective prosecution of the
war. 1 had always been very much
concerned, as I think the house 1s
well aware, about the long period
of time required by our elections
act for a general election. Under

pase, and not made further mention
| of the matter other than to discuss
| the merits of any points which
might have been raised in the dis-
i{rus:ai{:n. However, when the Ontario
| legislature adopted the resolution
and it was given a permanent place
| on the records of the legrislature,
quite a different situation presented
iteelf to this government, May I
read the resolution?

That this house has heard
interest the reports made by the
prime minister and the leader of
the opposition of the result of their

with

spres with the national government
and this house hereby endorses the
statements made by the two mem-
bers in question and| joins with
them in regretting that the federal
government at Ottawa has made sO
little effort to prosecute Canada’s
duty in the war in the vigorous
manner the people of Canada desire
to see.

I ack hon. members to notice the

| extent of the charge which is made

| manner

there. It is a charge against the
federal government, It. 15 not
against myself alone personally but
against the entire administration.
There have been, as no doubt hon.
members are aware, many other at-
tacks upon me personally as leader
of the government; but this
against the government at Ottawa,
and the charge is that we have made
so little effort to prosecute the war,
It is further suggested that this
criticism, or censure, or whatever it
is, is being made in the name of
the people of Canada, because 1t
reads: “to prosecute Canada’s duty
in the war in the vigorous manner
the people of Canada desire to see.”
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I do not think I need say to hon.
members that, since war was de-
clared, and this parliament decided
that Canada would participate in
the war—decided in the unanimous
in which it did—my col-

the act and its administration I|leagues and myself have given every
think something like eight weeks is | ounce of our strength and every

required to elapse between the date
of dissolution and the day of elec-
tion. I had felt that possibly we
might get over the difficulty of hav-
ing such a long interval while war
was on and parliament was not in
session, by shortening the time in
which there would be no parliament
through an amendment to our elec-
tions aet to reduce the period in
which the country would be without
a parliament to something like four
weeks. 1 spoke to my hon. friend
the leader of the ogposition about
that prior to the special session of
last year. I should have liked to
introduce such a measure at that
time, but I gathered from what he
said to me and from what others
have said, that the introduction of
any measure to amend the elections
act would be certain to create stme
stispicion im the minds of some hon.
members and to provoke a kind of

discussion that would not be ad-
visable.
£ & & & &
I had hoped there would be a
feeling of sufficient confidence In

the present administration, and an
evidence of sufficient unity between
all parts of this country to have en-
abled us, at a session at this time,
to introduce a number of measures
and then to go to the country a
little later on. Until a week or two
ago—indeed, until a week ago—it

was my intention that this should

be the procedure. But, as hon.
members know, just a week ago to-

day, or yesterday, the premier of

the largest province in this coun-
try introduced in the Ontario legis-
lature a resolution which wag di-
rected in no uncertain terms at the
government of Canada now admin-
istering its affeirs. That resolu-
tion was seconded by the leader of
the Conservative opposition in the
Ontario legislature; and when 1t
came to a vote, the resolution was
supported by all of the ministers
of the Ontario government who were
present in the house at the time,
by some of the members of the Lib-
eral party in Ontario and by all of
the Conservative members in the
legislature. The resolution had been
preceded by some discussion in the
legislature—a discussion which had
taken place, I think, for a couple
of days—attacking the manner In
which this government has sought
to administer the affairs of the

| while

hour of our time in the most de-
voted manner possible endeavouring
to further Canada’s war effort, and
the interests of the nation. We
have not tried to do so in a dra-
matic or spectacular manner. We
are too conscious of the gravity of
the responsibility which is ours. But
we have cteadily, day ir, day out,
given the most careful and thought-
ful consideration to every step that
should be taken to see that that
step would be taken in a manner
which would meet with the approvan
of the people of Canada, and which,
s0 far the war concerned,
would best serve to further Can-
ada’s war effort in the most effect-
ive manner possible. I had thought,
and 1 believe, that the Canadian
people approve both the manner m
which the government has under-
taken its duties, and the way in
which it has discharged them. The
very fact that we have to-day
throughout the country a chorus,
one might almost say, of the press
expressing the hcpe that this ad-
mirnistration will continue to carry
on. is the best evidence that at least
the press of the country, which have
to do with the moulding of public
¢pinion, and know something about
current opinion, believe that this
government has siolidly behind it
the surport of the people.
However, that is not the only
thing. Even that resolution might
have been put to one side were it
not for the evident purpose which
lies back of it. That resclution was
passed to start a political campaign
this parliament was In s€s-
sion, to have advantage taken of the
fact that myv colleagues and myself
would be obliged to give out atten-
tion and our whole attention while
parliament was sitting to the work
of parliament as well as to the prob-
lems of the war and the carrying
on of Canada's war effort, while
other gentlemen were to be free to
criticize our effort, to misrepresent
everything that was done, and ev-
erything that to them might seem
to be left undone. In other words,
we were to continue to carry the
grave vesponsibility of doing our
duty in the matter of Canada’s war
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| effort. and at the same time as-

sume a very great responsibility—
not as great as the other, but a
very great responsibility—of meet-
ing parliament day in and day out
and to try to so conduct debates

country during this period of war.|here as to have due regard for what
I think I would have paid little or |is taking place in Europe and the

no attention to that disecussien had |eare to be exercized with respect | ization, that all necessary

L

vizit to Ottawa, to discuss war mea- |

political opponents of the adminis
tration.

What is the ery already? Already,
after this resolution is passed, the

Ontario, at a political meeting, tells
the meeting, and through the meei-
ing the province, and through the
province the country, that the elec-
tion must start at once; and he
rives them the slogan, “King musi
#o.” That is to be the slogan. 1
am quite prepared to accept that
slogan if he will add the words, “to
the country.” But I ask hon. mem-
hers: How can I be expected to co
what is expected of me by this
country in a time of war as leader
of the government of Canada if all

' of my time and thought 1s 1o be

' surrounded by the

animosities of
political opponents who are seeking
to undermine every effort that
being put forward in the leadership
of the administration?

[ should have thought that, at
least until this house had met and
expressed its views, those who have
any sense of public duty would have
been content to allow their politi-
cal animosity not to be given too
much expression. However, 1t ]
now evident that a political cam-
paign -has begun. That being S50,
I ask hon. members whether it is
wize to try to carry on a political
campaign in the country and a Ppo-

1
1!
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litical campaign in this parliament |

— two campaigns at one and the

same time—while war is going on at

the front.
People the world over will under-

. !
| leader of the Conservative party of |

| Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King

| taken

| psshon,

. Prime Minister of Canada

and economic measures should be
without delay. Once those
were under way it was
clear the situation would be entirely
different. Fortunately, in the months
that have elapsed since the special
the government has been
able to organize Canada’s war ef-
fort and to do so very effectively.
We have brought Into the public
service, irrespective of the parties
to which they belong, key men who,
1 enjoy the confidence of

measules

believe,

y e y
stand, I believe, what may be sald. the pecple generally We have form-
on the hustings, and they will be|ed the necessary boards to deal with
prepared to make some allowance | the different war activities. All the

for
course of a political campaign. They
can understand political opponents
speaking there in a different way
than where they have the resplonsi-
bility which rests upon members 1n
this house. It 15 a very different
thing to have such discussions in-
+roduced into the debates in this
house as is inevitable once a cam-
paign has started In the country.

Apart from that, however, may I
say there are very strong reasons—
and they are set forth in the speech
frony the throne—why it is in the
public interest, in the interest of
the country, and in the interest of
the ellied powers, if we are to have
an election, as it is now perfectly
evident that we must have, Wwe
should have it just as soon as PoOss-

‘ble, and have it over at the earli-|
| | litical campaign is in progress.

est moment.

In the first place, as indicated by
the speech from the throne, this is
the sixth session of the pesent par-
liament, one session having been a
special one. This parliament was
returned in 19025 and this 1940.
That in itself, in my opinion, is the
stronoest reason why there should
e an election at this itime. Some
may =ay thet this was mot the case
with Sir Rcbert Borden; that this
was pot the view that he took, Sir
Robert PBorden's  government was
returned to power in 1911 and war
came on in 1914. Sir Rcbert had
been in office for only three years,
and there were the most cogent of
reasons why he should carry on. He
had still another two years before
his term would be completed. Our
situation, however, is quite differ-
ent. As everyone knows, this 1s the
last session of this parliament, When
the time came for dissolution as
fixed by the constitution, Sir Robert
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Borden found difficulties in the way,

because of the stage to which the
war had advanced, of giving to the
pecple the right to which they ar'e
periodically entitled of declaring to
whom they wish to entrust the man-
agement of their affairs, and this
at a very ecritical time. There is,
therefore, the strongest constitu-
tional reason why we should meetl
the country just as soon as we poOss-
ibly can.

But I would mention another cir-
cumstance. Had I thought that 1t
would have been in the interesis of
the country so to do, I would have
gone to the people immediately ai-
ter the last special session In order
that these charged with the great
responsikility of government in war
time might have a direct and un-
questionable mandate from the elec-
torate. 1 realized at that time,
however, that it was necessary that
Canada's war effort should be got-
ten under way as expeditiously as
possible, that the country should be
chaneed as speedily as possible from
a peace-time to a war-time organ-
military

extreme statements made in the | work of organization with respect

to the army, the navy and the air
force has been admirably initiated
and developed. The first Canadian

the British commonwealth air train-
ing scheme is under way. We have

| just carried through, in the course

of a day or two, our Canadian war
lean, so that provision is made from
that source for the finarecial necd:

| of the country for the next consid-

liZion with econcmic,

connec-
and

erable period of time. In
finaneial

| T " "
| military affairs the basic work has

heen successfully planned and ac-
complished and the officials of the
permanent service are at this mom-
ert in the best position
position than they ever likely
to be in at any other time—to carry
out further development while a po-

are

May I again ask hon. members
this question: If election to
take place, is it not wise to have it
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just as soan as we possibly can.
* % ok Kk
Now I hope hon, members will

realize that what I am prcpesing at
the moment is not to extend my time
of cffice, or that of my ecolleagues,
but solely to allow the pecople of
this country to say, as they are
entitled to say, who ey wish to
parry on their government durirz
this very ecritical time. If I were
seeking extend the time of the
presert admiristration or te exterd
my own time as leader cf the pov-
of this dominion, then I
oper: to eriticism from

+
Lo

ATnment
might e

sent time; they can still be in the

country during a political campaign |

1if the is held immediately.

latter

I ask if it iz not fairer to them, if |

1t is not better for that
while they are still in a position to
exercise the franchise In their own

land, they should have their right

everyone,

| to record their vote with respect to
| the government that is to carry om

I' - - L] - » =1 - -
| division is new in Great Britain and |

a better |

lit was ridiculou

when their lives are at dtake?

1

One word further in regard to
the holding of an election at this
time. My colleagues ard I have

realized as perhaps no others could

possbly begin to realize, how 1m-
portant it is that we should begim
immediately to prepare for post-

problems. Parliament ghould

in a position to deal not merely

LS T
e
with the immediate problems of war,
Hut also with those prcblems which
hwill arise soon as the war
over and even before. Measures
such as the unemployment
ance legislation should be passed as
gpeedily as possible. | ask hon,
members: Do they believe it is gpo-
ing to be pessible to put through
these measures except by a parlia-
ment that comes fresh from the

as is

INSUr-

people with a mandate to carry on|

the government and enact such ne-

cessary measures?
® & ok & &
Mr. Speaker, when at previous

sessions were considerirg the
possibility of this country having to
decide the part it would take should
a great war come in Europe, as the
leader of the Liberal party and the
leader of the present
tion I took the position very strong-
ly, time and time again, that par-
liament would decide that question.
I from many that
g to think of allow-
ing parliament to decide the gues-
tion of peace or war, that the war
would speedily assume proportions
which would make impossible any-
thing in the way of parliamentary
discussion. I gave my word to the
people of this country that parlia-
ment would decide, and that the ex-
tent to which Canada would partici-
pate in the war would depend upon
the decision of our own parliament
and the provision that parliament
might make. I kept my word In
that regard. Parliament did decide
— it gave its decision In no

we

was told slides

uneer-

tain terms, and gave this ‘movern- |

administra- |

e —— R —— — =

ment the means wherewith to carry |

on Canada’s war effort. Now
are confronted with a situation in
which our strength is being impair-
ed by those who seek to create in
the public mind distrust concerning
hoth our ability and our
efforts.
authority higher than parliament;
that is the people themselves whose
servants as members of parliament
we all are. Just as I was prepared
to trust parliament to make the de-
cision as to Canada's participation
in war., so I am prepared to trust
the pecple with respeet to the all-
important decision as to what gov-
ernment is to administer their af-
fairs during the years in which this
war may be waged and m'v-bﬂlh‘l}' be
concerred with the terms of peace.

It is not an easy or light responsi-

hon. gentlemen opposite and from |
| leagues ard I have at this time andd

' have had during the past four or |

orponents in different parts of the
country. But wher I am prepared
to entrust my political future and
the political future of this admin-
istration—not merely prepared but
anxious that it should be entrusted

| —to the voice of the people of this

1 1.11-“1-

country, no criticism can be raised
against an intent of that kind.
One other point.
the military vote an important
matter in connection with an elec-
tion in war time. I think this coun-
still has vivid recollections of
how that vote was taken in the last
war. We do not want any more
pecurrences of the kind. We want
perfectly straightforward and
honest expression of opinion from
the military forces; they are, if any-
thing, more entitled to it than any
other class in this country. May I
draw attention to this: That vote
can, 1 believe, be taken while the
first division is still in England,
before its members may go to Eu-

1S

Et

| rope, if an election is brought on

hefore May. Though of this I can-
not, of course, say. If delayed, the
soldiers’ vote will certainly have to
be taken while they are fighting on
the continent of Europe, which
would present a very different situ-
ation. This government intends, as
all hon. members know, if it is re-

bility, Mr. Speaker, which my col-

five months—yes, and I might well
say during the last few years. We
are in the midst of the worst sito-

| ation this world has ever known,

The takine of | will last.

| tries that

and T am afraid that the situation
is going to get and worse.
i?\fﬂ one L":'iﬂ'fii-l}-‘ how long this war
Those who seem to be
' best informed tell us it is not going
| to be one year cr two years; it may
be three years; it may be longer
than that. As respects the coun-
may be drawn
conflict, there appears to be a dan-
ger of the war spreading over vasl-
er areas than were ever thought of
before it commenced.

So may I say that if we have to
carry the grave responsibility of off-
ice in war and at a time of war
such as the present, then we
be fortified by the wvoice of this
country, expressed in no uncertain
terms. If there any group of

worse

o=
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q-'m(*n more capable of carrying on
| Canada's war effort and likely to

|.:i:} so more effectively, then the
:rpaem}‘ie should have the right to en-

| trust them with that great obliga- |

tion. We propose to leave it to the
people of Canada to say whom they
awish to carmry on the government of

| Canada in this period of world war.

we |

into the

must

patriotic |
There is only one national |
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