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later,” she suggested desperately. “At
8 v'clock.”
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will dress?"

“Of course. Now I must po—
really.” She knew that after she
had hurried off he was standine there
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ed anxious to keep Gerry to himself:
From the Roof they #vent to ome of
the smartest night clubs. As they
danced, - Gerry kept thinking: “If I
nevver see him agail this will be a
night to remember.”
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W“*W‘ And as if echoing her thoughts
PAINTING AND : Stephen drew her closer and said
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DECORATING 1 to end.”
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“T know people in that building.
Maybe you know them—"

Gerry’s heart contracted. “I don't
know any one there,” she interrupt-
ed,

“That's New York,” he laughed.
“You can live next door to people
all your life and never know them.”

Before he let her out of the cab
he took her hand and said whim-
sically: “At this stage Emily Post
says the young lady should ask the

eerie,

S l B young man to call,”

aleés GOI(S “You didn’t give me time,” Gerry
smiled but it was the brave smile

are the best Countn_ar of one who is facing certain disas-

Check Books made in ter. “Come next Friday evening. I

want you to meet my mother.”

Mrs. Thayer met her at the door.
“You needn’t tell me,” she said. “He
wants to ecall.”

The mother caught her
hands., “Tell me,
somet "l"‘n“‘

|' Canada. They cost no
more than Drdmary
books and always give
satisfaction.

We are agents and
will be pleased to quote
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quantity required.

daughter's
does he mean
to you? If we weren't in
such a desperate plight you
still want something to come out of
this friendship?”
See Your Home Printer Firct Gerry flung herself into her moth-
I_ =2 er's arms. “That’s just it,” she eried.
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duction. Yes, he seemed to be all

that Gerry had said.
The evening was all that mother
and daughter had wished for. Win-

Lgoing to

“Gerry picked up the plate but it
never reached her mother's hand. In-
stead, it went crashing to the floor
as she half rose fear staring out of
her eyes.

A man, who had entered the apart-
standing in the

ment unheard was
doorway.

“What does this mean?” he de-
manded.

Mrs. Thayer tried to answer but

no sound came from his Lips.

At that moment Stephen Winslow
came out of the pantry. The strang-
er looked up quickly, then his con-
sternation turned to: surprise.

“Uncle John!” Stephen eried
ing the bottle down and
ward the older man with
od hand. “This is a
didn’t vou back for
I want vou to meet my guesis,
Thayer and her daughter, Gerry. You
see I took Aunt Emma up on her
offer to let me use the apartment.”

“T have met Mrs. Thayer,” said
Fraser, bowing but not unbending.
“She is the—"

“Yes—she is the housekeeper here.
bite of

sett-

going 1o-
outstreteh-
surprize. 1
weeks.,
Mrs.
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And we are just having a
| supper. Won't you join us Uncle
John ?¥

“Thanks, but I think I will turn
in,” he smiled. “I'm returning to

Newport in' the morning after a con-
ference, Make vourself at home.”

|  When he was gone; Gerry jumped
up and ran around to Stephen.

“Tf this is your idea of a prank,
then I hope wou've had vour fun.
Personally I think—I think it was
pretty eruel of you. You could have
told me you knew about mother and
me, Come, mother.”

“Gerry,” he said earnestly, “I ne-
ver meant to hurt you. I didn’'t know
my uncle was coming home. I wasn't
let you know for a long
time that I knew everything about
you ever since our first meeting.”

“I asked the doorman after I fol-
lowed vou home the pther day. 1
felt it was all a lark with you and
that T might never see again.
I couldn’t let you go out of my life
that way. Gerry, look at me.” Un-
willingly Gerry lifted her eyes and

Vou

| when Stephen saw the hurt in them

he caught her to him.
“Little lunatic,” he
ly. "“Don't vou know that

laughed soft-

fellow loves a girl the way I love
you 1t matter where or how
she lives? That nothing matters to
him as long as he gets her? Right
from the start I loved wou because
vou were different from the other
Park avenue brats. Say, I'll bet this
the first time a fellow has ever
proposed with his mother-in-law
looking on. Your mother

doesn't
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can come ) on my side, Gerry!”
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