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CURBING THE AGITATORS

Apart altogether fiom political differences, there can
be no disputing the fact that the action of the government
in arresting the red azitators who have been causing vio-
lence in varous municipalities, was a sound move, calcu-
lated to create a feeling of confidence in the minds of the
taxpayers who have to foot the bills for relief. The plight
of those people who are forced to go on relief evokes
sympathy among those more fortunately situated, but the
average jJob-holder today is getting more than a little fed
up with the abuses of government aid.

Jobless citivens and their families have a right to re-
ceive help from the state, but they should realize that
the money to pay for it comes from the pockets of people
who, in the main, are hard pressed to meet their obliga-
tions and maintain a decent standard of life. No one wants
to see people suifer through Mo fault of their own, but
when relief recipients, inspired by communist agitators,
resort Lo violence to achieve their ends, it is time to call
a halt to government benevolence. If the unemployed con-
tinue to listen to the insiduous propaganda of the agitat-
ors in cheir midst, they are going to forfeit the sympathy
and consideration of those who pay the taxes.

The arrest of the agitators did not come any too soon.
The government held its hand, hoping to effect a settle-
ment of the trouble without calling in the law. But vio-
lence increased and it was finally decided to show the un-
employed and the radicals that law and order must pre-
vail, even though it meant the jailing of scores of men.
The Ilepburn government is striving manfully to cope with
a tremendous probtlem. It cannot succeed entirely in solv-
ing it. No gcvernment can do it single-handed, even un-
der more favorable circumstances. But the big point is
this; no one is starving in Ontario. There is no malnu-
trition among children. This is important. True, being
on relief is not to be envied, but it is the best governments
of today can do {for the jobless and their families.

The Hepburn government, after giving careful con-
sideration to the matter, has decided to absorb the 10 per
cent relief cut put into effect for the summer months by
the Dominion Government. It is realized that municipali-
ties can no longer assume further burdens. Many are at
breaking point now. So the government takes up the
slack and pays out the additional amount, estimated at
£100,000 a month.

One of these days there will be a rebellion among the
taxpayers of Ontarie. It will be a peaceful revolt against
taxation. Mr. and Mrs. Citizen don’t mind paying for the
maintenance of the jobless, but they object, and rightly
s0o, to having to foot the bill for more than is needed.

One of the sad effects of a prolonged depression is
the breaking down of morale among the unemployed. Many
men today are guite content to receive state aid for the
rest of their lives and in some cases the desire to work,
even when it is available, has disappeared. It is a tragedy
no less, and it constitutes a problem that will worry gov-
ernments for many years to come, long after industry and
commerce have achieved an even keel.

¥ ¥ % K &k ¥ % ¥ %

VIMY PILGRIMAGE

There has never been in history anything just like
the Canadian pilgiimage to Vimy. Never before have so
many soldiers visited the battlefields on which they fought
and travelled so far to do it. It is as brave and romantic
an adventure, as was the original idea of an armada of
Canadians loaded with soldiers to fight in Flanders Fields.
With Vimy is associated many ideas dear to the hearts
of Canadian soldiers. It was at Vimy that the Canadian
army first fought together as one unit, and first proved
their worth as a distinctive force, capturing a height which
other troops had failed to scale. Here on Easter Monday
morning of 1917, as a single army corps, under their own
commander, Lord Byng, backed with their own artillery,
they won Vimy Ridge. Here many a young Canadian gave
up his life in that gallant struggle. And on Vimy Ridge
there will be unveiled the most beautiful war memorial
in France. Surmounting the Ridge by 150 feet and over
240 feet long, the magnificent memorial is the master-
niece of the Canadian sculptor, Willilam Seymour Allward.
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RELIEF WORK AND WAGES

“With 9,000 people on relief in East York, we couldn’t
recruit six for roadwork on Saturday,” stated Hon. David
Croll in an interview last week. He attributed the lack
of response to the attitude of the municipal authorities,
the Reeve having objected to any men working at high-
way construction for 35 cents an hour.

The Reeve apparently is quite satisfied to let the
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laxpayers put up the money to keep the unemployed on
relief, if they are not guaranteed union wages. This is
but another example of the way relief is being worked as
a “racket” in certain sections. Any physically fit man who
would refuse a job such as offered by Hon. Mr. Croll and
continue to live off the publiec without giving any return
1S a mighty poor type of citizen. And things are surely
coming to a sorry pass when the head of any municipality
encouraces men on relief to assume such an attitude.

In this connection the followineg editorial from the To-
ronto Saturday Night is very timely:

“The demand of a considerable element among the
relief workers in Canada, stimulated no doubt by active
enemies of the present economic system, for what they
are pleased to term “union wages” for work which is of-
ten of a kind for which no union has ever established a
scale, is one which must necessarily be dealt with firmly.
There are a considerable number of people in Canada at
the present time whose labor as performed in the circum-
stances which surround a relief project is not worth the
monetary equivalent of even a bare subsistence for them-
selves and their families. The assumption that such labor
must be paid for at the full rate which would be paid by
a voluntary buyer of labor in the open market is utterly
illogical. The utmost that these people can claim from
the state is that it should keep them and their dependents
alive; and in exchange for doing so the state has an un-
questionable right to whatever labor it can extract from
them without spending more on the extracting than the
labor is worth. There is a limit to the extent to which
sentiment can be indulged in with regard to these mat-
ters. We feel rather strongly that sympathy should be
limited to those who are actuated by a feeling of good-
will towards the community and who are willing to do all
that they can in exchange for what the community is do-
ing for them. Those who regard the community merely
28 a milch-cow for their own nutriment, or even worse,
s an enemy to be subjected to the utmost possible dam-
ace, have not much claim to kindly consideration. The
state does not owe every man a living unless every man

1:'1”-“’ prey to promote discord and dis-

who use the unemploved as a will-

sension in the County of York.

“The uncontrolled
last week, savoring of mob law, will
no doubt prove a boomerang and sol-
idify public opinion. In the mean-
time, the courts will deal with those

actions of the |

cases of alleged kidnapping with re-
spect to which, understand, the
Criminal Code, upon conviction, pro
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vides for penalties up to seven
vears."

Another advantage in gol-z to bed
early is that the ash trays don't

overflow so badly.

The Democratic idea is to be lib-
eral and sound conservative. thk= Re-
publican idea is to be conservative |
and sound liberal.
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owes the state something in return.”

Auto Dangerous We apcn
If Courtesy Forgotten
Bickell Asserts

ONTARIO'S TOLL HIGH

Toronto, July 20.—The motorist at
the wheel of his car seems to for-
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get tha! he is riding a potential en-

gine of death, and that every pedes-
trian as well as every other car driv-
er in the vicinity is his potential
victim, J. P. Bickell, registrar of
motor vehicles for Ontario, declared
yvesterday when he released the ac-
cident statisties ecompiled by his de-
partment for the first five months
of 1936,

“‘Judging by the period from Jan.
1 to May 31, this year bids fair to

| Bickell

set a record for auto mishaps,” Mr.
declared. “Although there
has been an appreciable improvement
in relation to the wolume of traffie,
there are more cars in operation,
and people are using them more,
resulting in more accidents,” bhe ex-
plained. “The fatal accident rate for
each 10,000,000 gallons of gasoline
consumed, which is an exeellent basis
of comparison, shows a pronounced
drop to 14.1 this year from 19.1 last
year, and is the lowest in -recept
years; vet there were thre= more
fatalities in May, 1936, than in May,
1935, he went on.

“The lesson we have to learrn from

| these figures is unmistakably that as

the density of traffic inereases, there
is need for more and more thought-

ful care and courtesy on the part
of motorists. The fact that city ac-
cidents are increasing faster than

country accidents supports this cin-
clusion.”

Mr. Bickell remarked that the per-
iod covered by his figures ended be-
fore the beginning of the current
campaign to persuade motorists fo
“try courtesy” being waged by Hon.
T. B. MeQueston, Minister of High-
ways.

“Statistics for the next four or
five months will reveal to what ex-
tent the people of Ontario have heed-
ed the plea of the minister,” Mr.
Bickell predicted. “We in the de-
partment know that the courteous
motorist is the safe motorist. If
Ontario’s drivers will only ‘try cour-
tesy’—for a change, we are com-
pelled to add—they will find that
safety and security on the roads will
automatically follow.”

Figures for the first five months
of the year were issued as follows:

1935 1936
Accidents costing
$60 and up .... 3,187 3,436
Deaths i 158 140
Persons injured 2,800 2,932

Property damage $203,628 $343.476

For the month of May there were
increases under every heading. Aec-
cidents inecreased 10 percent, deaths
increased 10 per cent, injuries in-
creased 16 per cent and property
damage increased 10 per cent. One
quarter of all injured persons were
ehildren under 15 wyears.

“A ton of steel, hurtling through
space at 35 or 45 miles an hour, has
a terrific capacity for damage, de-
struction and death.” Mr. Bickell
summed up, “Motorists must remem-
| ber that it is just scuh a weapon
they have in their hands when they
are driving their ear. Let every
driver ‘Try Courtesy’ until courtesy
becomes a fixed habit. Then there
will be very few accidents indeed.”

MUST MAINTAIN LAW AND
QUIET JORLESS TOLD
War Veterans and Other Loyalists
Ready to Assist York County
Officers of Law
“British " institutions and
for law and order must and will be

3ays. A TFL-

resnect

maintained at ali costs”
port of the warden and commissioner :
of the County af vork, issued late
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Friday upon recent disturbances n
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tv, if necessary,” stated ths report.

“We fear that the body of unem-
ployed are by their choice of leaders
and their conduet forfeiting such
sympathy as was held by the eciti-
zens of the County of York. We will

| British-born

favor any plan proposed that will
step and step hard on foreign or
Commuunist agitators

their services to assist in Y ork Coun- r
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. A Great Subscription Bargain that-

Here is a real offer that will
save you money . « « Give yourself
and your family lasting enjoyment
and entertainment the whole year
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Select any 3 of these famous Magazines

Together with vour local Newspaper |
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combination
price.

Canadian....

and you will receive
the whole 4 publica-
tions for one year
from the date we
receive the coupon.

Here is the amazing
low

Maclean’'s (24 issues) 1 yr.

Chatelaine ........1yr.
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National Home Monthly

Pictorial Review. ...1yr.

Canadian Horticulture
and Heme Magazine .. .1yr.

Our Guarantee to You!

This wonderful offer is avail=-
able to old and new subscrib-
ers to this newspaper. We
guarantee the fulfillment of
all magazine subscriptions and
you have positive assurance
that this generous offer is
exactly as represented. Re-
newals will be extended for
full term shown.
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