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BY ORDER OF THE
PRESIDENT
Of this story Sir William Van
Horne is the hero; and I shall en-
deavour to
as he so cleverly sketched them to
winter night,
the after-

reproduce the scenes

me 1n hiz home one
the while we
dinner cigar.
Picture then, a Christmas Eve
in Toronto, crowds of shoppers
abroad in the brilliantly illuminat-
ed thoroughfares, and Sir William
Van Horne walking down Yonge
Street towards the station 1In a
magnificent fur-lined overcoat with
a sable collar. Yes, he was proud
of the ficure he cut in that coat—
he admitted it, Tt was one he had
bought within the hour in a Toronto

smoked

store,

| sheepishly.
|
|

|
|
|
| |
|ident slipped his fingers into the | that's the

when the bagrapge car was reached,
| “Where did vou get that overcoat?”

THe man

looked at his questioner

3
“T don't see that I'm bound to tell

| you,” he answered.

| He was evidently a laboring man,

|and was overshadowed and subdued

| by the president’s manner. His face

| was bronzed and weather-beaten; it

'was by no means the face of a crim-
linal. He looked like one of the great
l army of workers who, by labor with
[p'lcl-: and shovel and axe, spend their
lives in conquering the wilderness for
their fellow-men.

With a quick movement the pres-

breast pocket of the coat and pulled |
out a =ilk handkerchief. On one cor- |
| ner of this were his own initials,

He was eoing back to Montreal
and. as often happened in those
days, he travelled with the passen-
pers instead of in a special car.
When he eot on the train, prior to
going to the smoking-room, he took
off his new coat and threw it over
the back of his seat. There he left
it.

There ends Act T. And there be-
gan the troubles of the evening.

A1l alone, the C.P.R. president's
overcoat oceunied the president’s seat.
Sir William did not come near it until
the train pulled up at Brady Junction,
and then he only gave it a passing
plance as he rushed through the car,
in a hurry to get out and see the
station arent. When he returned the
overconat was pgone.

Qir William raised a rumpus.
eross-examined the conductor, and
called in the trainmen. They counld
give no explanation of the disappear-
ance. Sir William was inconsolable.

]].ID'I‘||'Q‘:’~ to me.

| at the next station.”

i mean to steal it
't]m spat. and I thoueht some passen- )

He | Really, sir, [ never meant to steal it!”

“Do you know of whom that be-

i |.--r'|'|[_-::',?” asked the I‘i'f’:’-‘uilk’]‘ﬂ'. F-]'lﬂ]':iﬂfr

| man’s face.

HNol”
“That handkerchief belongs to me,
i and that overcoat jrmt'w' ot on he-'
Now, do wyou know
what I'm goine to do with yvou? I'm |
going to hand you over to the police
“h. for God's sake, don't do that, |
exclaimed the man, almost in

sir!" |
tesrs.
He stripped off the overcoat and
held it out.
“Here's your overcoat. 1 didn't
I saw it lying on

ger had gone out and forgotten it.
“Tf you didn’t mean to steal it, why
didn’t vou hand it ‘o the conductor?”
“T thought if T didn’t take it some-
body else would. I looked on it as

His beauntiful coat was gone—the
handsomest coat he had ever had! The
only clue to it that could be discover-
ed was that supplied by a passenger,
who =aid that when the train stopped
at Burketon Falls he saw a man
passing through the carriage with a
coat on his arm.

4Did he get off the train?” asked
the president,

“Really, I couldn't say.”

«What sort of man was he?”

«] haven't the least idca. 1 was
reading at the time and didn’t take
much notice of him.”

By the president’s orders, the train
was pulled up at a wayside station,
and a wire was sent back to Burke-,
ton Falls to put the police on the
track of any man seen wearing a
black, fur-lined overcoat with a sable

collar. 1 r
Then Sir William, in his democrat-

a stroke of luck, that's all.”}

«Well, vou'll find it a stroke of bad
luck for you, my man!” HCet 2
policeman as soon as we getl into
Dranoel.,” he said to the conductor,
«1']1 look after this man meanwhile.”

“My God. siv! don't do it!” vlea inrd
the man. “It’ll drive my poor wife;
crazy. 1 haven’t been home for six
months—been railroading back in the
bush. She and the little ones are
expecting me for Christmas.”

‘“Where do you live?”

“At Peterborough.”

What's vour name?”

“Kennedy.”

*“T suppose you've got four or five
little ones looking forward to your|
coming home Christmas?"” asked the
president, sarcastically.

‘*Yes, sir.” Tears came in the
man’s eyes: a chocking sob burst
from him.

“Shut up, you snivelling coward!”

fe way, strolled forward to the bag-
gage car to hunt out another coat
from his baggage. As he passed,
through +he third-class coach, he saw
a man sitting there, wearing an over-
coat remarkably like the one he had |
lost. But the collar was turned up
and he could not be sure.

He scrutinized the man carefully
and passed on to the end of the car.
Then he turned back through the car
and gazed fixedly into the man’s face.

The man turned troubled eyes to
the president and quickly averted his
gaze from the piercing scrutiny. In
that glance the president knew him
to be guilty. He leaned over the man
and said in a low voice: *“Come for-
ward with me to the baggage car.”

“What for?" asked the man ob-
stinately.

“Because I say you've got to,” re-
plied the president, “unless you want
a fuss made before the other passen-
EEFF ?I!

The man got up and followed the
president without another word. The
conductor, at a sign from the pres-
ident, also followed.

“Now,” said the president, sternly,

SHEPPARD & GILL
LUMEBER CO.

Dealers in

LUMBER, LATH, SHINGLES

ASHPHALT ROOFING, GYPDOC
Telephoue 27

roared the president. To see the man
actually in tears.angered him beyond
measure.

The brakes were already grindine
on the wheels. The man put his hand
on the president’s arm. “Don’t do
it, sir,” he said. “I don’t ask it for
myself, but for my wife and voung-
sters. There's no harm done. You've
got your coat!”

The president shook him off rough-|
ly. “You common thieves,” he said |
—and the words cut the laborer like
a knife—*"You common thieves are al-
ways afraid to face the music. You
alwavs snivel about your ‘wife and
family at home’ when you're found
out. But I've made up my mind to|
stop wyour little games on this rail-
road, and by gum, I'll do it!” “Jump
out and get a policeman,” he said to
the condnctor, as t‘::ie train came to
a standstill.

A few minutes afterwards the con-
ductor returned with a poeliceman, and
the man, silent and dejected, was
marched off into the dark night n
custody.

When the train started off again
for Montreal the president rode in the
He sat on the top of
smoking a
His gaze |

bacrare car.
a pile of boxes, ametly
eiear and daneline his feet.

was fixed oA a new nerambulator, but

it was a Tonge
it. When th
nodded toward the perambulator, and
remarked: “Seasonable nresent, eh?”

time bhefore he really F‘:‘H‘-"F
conduetor eame in, he !
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~ “Yes, sir, a very useful sort of
artiels ” ronlied the eonduetor,

“But what T want to know,” re-
plied the president, “is why anvbody
should huv a wheeled baby carriage
at this time of vear. A man bonght
that, for sure. A woman would have
bought one with runners at this time
of the vear.”

“Of conrse she would,” replied the
conductor. “But the man must have
had a busy time shopping, mustn’t
he? There's a rocking-horze in the
baby ecarriazrs: there’s a
there’s a timkey, and, oh—dozens of
things. It'll be a pretty happy
Christmas whercver that baby car-
riage and its load is going.”

"“Yes, a carriage for the new baby,
and lots of presents for a pretty |
healthy little family, by the look of

tobopran:

CHRISTMAS STORY

baby-carriage

The Ilabel on the

caught the eye of the conductor, He
lifted it with his thumb and fore-
finger, and bent over to look at it.

1.]‘!&.'!!;:'_11 it
and turned to the
]|]t CONM=

'rlwn he dropped 1t as
burned his fingers,
president with sometiing
sternation in his face.
“What

president, “Why man, anybody would

L1 R

does it say! asked the

think "twas dynamite with a live :"1'.-:(::j
i

" BROTHERTON?’S
St

Canadian Pacific, Cunard and
Anchor-Donaldson lines at

attached, to look at you. What's
the label, anyway?”

“It says, John Kennedy,
ough.”

“Holy Caesar!” exclaimed the pres-
“Why,

OVer-

Peterbor-

ident, springing to his feet.
man who took my
the man I had arrested.”

i

coat
‘“Yes, sir,
The president stood for a long time
looking at his cigar. He recalled the
pitiful pleading of the man—his pale,

| Y .'1' s ] - :.r =1 » 1 T 1 "
Ilhr_- handkerchief threateningly in the | agonized face, the unmanly tears.

“It'll drive my poor wife crazy,”
the man had said. “I haven't been
home for six months—been railroad-
ing back in the bush.
little 'uns have been
for CHristmas.”

Sir William thought of his own
wife and family in his luxurionz home
in Montreal. They were waiting for
him this Christmas Eve, he knew,
waiting and counting up the hours
before he would return.
only been away two weeks. As a
contrast he pictured some humble
little home in Peterborough where a
poor woman, who had not seen her
husbhand for =ix months, was waiting
this Christmas Eve for his arrival.
She would have scrubbed up the
house till it looked as clean as a new
pin. She would have a dainty meal
ready for her husband and the pres-
dent’s imagination added the domestic
touch of a kettle singing on the
stove. She would have put clean
clothes on the little children, and
probably at this moment, was telling
them for the hundredth time. “Your
father's coming home!” And the
little children! Surely they were
dancing about the house and saying,
“Daddy’s coming! Daddy's coming!”
He knew what little children were!
Lastly came a stinging thought. |The
baby carriage was probably meant
for a new baby that the father had
never seen.

The rresident began to
After all, what had the man done?
Probably he really though the over-
~pat was lost, and had picked it up
just the same as a man might pick
up a ten-dollar bill on the floor of a
hotel. feeling he might as well have
it as anybody else,

When the train got to the next
station, Sir William jumper out and
walked into the little station house.

“Give me that key,” he said to the
astonished operator. The president
had been an operator in his early days,
and he at once sat down, at the tele-
oraph instrument and gave the call
for Dranocel. When he got through to
that place he sent a message that con-
siderably surprised the operator at
the other end.

“Get Kennedy, the man arrested
this evening, released immediately.
His arrest a regrettable mistake. Get

repent.
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Ernie Hall

HALL’S SERVICE STATION

North Yonge Street Opposite Orange Home

out an engine and one car and im- .

mediately run a special through to
Peterborough. Kennedy
there tonight.”

“By whose orders?"” asked the oper-
ator at the other end.

“By order of the president, Wil-
liam Van Horne,” was the reply.

At Peterborough station that night
a woman named Kennedy, with a baby
in her arms, and three or four little
ones flocking around her, was con-
siderably astonished to hear an 1m-
portant looking gentleman, who step-
ped from the train on which she had
expected her husband, inguiring for
her by name,

“Tc Mrs. Kennedy here?” roared Eir
1.}:"i1]i;1]11.

“Yeg, sir,” said the woman, timidly,
“T'm Mrs. Kennedy.”

“Your husband is coming along on
the next train,” said Sir William.
“Hell be here in a couple of hours.
Here, let me shake your hand and
wish you a Merry Christmas. God
bless you, ma'am! God bless you!”

He jumped on the train and was
rone.,

And in the hand that the president
had shaken Mrs. Kennedy found a
Christmas present. It was a twenty-

dollar bill!
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