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Dead Lantern, 85 miles from the near|
est railroad, with the help of 0ld
Charley 'Thane, neighboring rancher
who also carries the rural mail. ‘At
the ranch they find the partner.!
sSnavely, and a huge woman, Indian
Ann, who greet them suspiciously.
- As they trudge the 5 miles from
ranch gate to the house they pass a
bhuge rock in a gulch where a voice
whispers, “Go back. Go back.” Ruth’s
husband caught in a rain shortly af-
ter their arrival contracts pneumonia
and passes away before medical aid
ean be brought. Ruth, penniless and

triets among the rougher lands are
being abandoned, a few who
sunk thousands in buildings say why
move when we can never build twice.
This the hoppers as well as
drouth operated. My nearest neigh-
bor had 6 loads of feed, cut to save it|
from the hoppers on a half section,
on a quarter all sown, the hoppers
cleaned it to the ground. There are
many farms with not a load of feed,
and so far—promises are all they have
to depend on. Horses are dogpoor as
they did not get enough to keep them
in decent condition for a year.”

to any one what his motives were.”
“What ought I to do?” asked Ruth
“I'think, if 1 were you, I should tell
him that you have consulted an attor
ney and that you intend to have the
will probated. Once that has been ad-
justed, I do not believe anything fur-
ther will be done; except, of course,
the selling of the ranch and the divi-;
sion of the proceeds according to both

standing near the fence, partly con-|why I done it, don’t you, pardner?”
cealed by 'a bush. | Ruth had not been wholly sure of

She ran back to the house. What |what Snavely had done or why he
had Snavely been doing in the vicinity | was rece wving a letter from Wither-
of the guleh? As she stood on the:spoon, up to the time he began to
dark pﬂ.rch Ruth suddenly decided to | laugh,
find Ann. |hope I know why you . did it,

She knocked on the gianbtess' door. | Snavely.”

After a moment Ann slowly opened Snavely swallowed twice before he
it. A low-turned lamp burned in ‘»h'-‘!-*_t"ﬂ"-!:v. “Well, I was aimin’ to tell
room. She had taken off her shoes|vou jest as it was settled.
and shirt. | Last month when vou did get enough

“Oh, are you up yet? I just thought |cattle money an’ met the note, 1 jest
I'd tell you that we’ve come back. |figgered I'd let you go ahead an’ pay

ercise outdoors in mild weather; all
stock should have comfortable sleep-
ing quarters which are dry and free
from draughts,

A. C. HENDERSON

LUMBING AND TINSMITHING
Thornhill, Ontario
Hot Water Heating and
General T{Fn:’lﬁrﬁ
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Now she said very soberly, I
Mr,

yvour interests.”

“Oh.” Ruth smiled uncertainly as
she stood up. *“Thats a relief. I
think I'll be going now. I'll decide

| 0071 Aas

later just what I want to do, "Whatl

do I owe you for wvour advicel” 1
but is balked at almost every turn by Mr. Martin smiled slightly. “You|
the crafty and plotting Snavely. Des- | owe me nothing—but hére is my eard. |
pite obstacles of all kind, Ruth gives|I rather feel that we shall meet:
noites on her ranch interest to pur- again.” : :
ehase cattle, She is assisted by Old She found David and Will waiting |
Charley and his son, Will at the machine. During the rest of |
Thane. A Mexican family has been the afternoon, which was spent 'at|
hired to assist with the work. A la moving picture show, and later at.
pecnliar sickness develops with the ' dinner, Ruth’s mind was busy. It was |

without friends attempts to carry on

| hane

livestock, onavely ecalls it “liver maddening, that the first time she had :
fever” . . . and says he has a powder | been able to leave the ranch and en-|
Ior the water to cure the disease. | joy herself, she could think of nothing |

Ruth discovers triekery in Snavely’s but the ranch. She imagined that
tactics of poisoning hey cattle, but, Will did not notice her preoccupied |
s54ays nnthing, ‘H.‘-'Elitfng' for additional nianner.
evidence. Drought is overcome by ! This thought was easy in thel
sinking a' well in a revine, retting l.ii*,_:htui restaurant, humming with ihe}
water for the perishing stock.  At|voices and laugliter of many people.
the round-up Ruth has enough stock ! But twenty miles out of town—the
to sell to meet her notes. roadster throbbing into a wall of

NOW GO ON WITH THE STORY |blacimness which never lifted—Ruth’s
part in her imaginary conversation
with Snavely became less aggressive,

Mr. Martin gazed thoughtfully at| By the time the car was entering
the ceiling above Ruth’s head. Pres- |the arroyo east of the barn, Ruth had
ently he asked, “Did this man know grave doubts about saying anything,
that you were the only beneficiary of | Whatever, to Snavely. His des_ire to
your brother's will?” have the ranch and to be by himself

“He didn't even know about me uﬂ_iunmuntﬁi to a mania—what would he
til I came to the ranch. I supposedo if she were to tell him that the
after we'd talked he feund out there!ranch was to be sold? And she was
was no one else—I told him my share | ©i&hty-five miles from help.
was three-quarters. He read the will,] ~“How long did you say you and
too.” your father were going to be away?”

“Then I think we might attempt to|asked Ruth, as Will drove past the
solve the riddle in this manner; the |Parn.
man may have thought that since you| “About a week. We're leaving to-
. were rather new to ranching he could | MOTTOW morning and expect to be
perhaps encourage vou to sell him |lome again next Saturday evening.”
your interest—" Ruth nodded con-] A they were helping David, who
firmation, and Mr. Martin continued: | Was more than half asleep, out of the
“He could have given you a cash pay- |3, Ruth thanked Will for the trip.

. Then said hesitatingly, “I wish you
and your father would come over soon
—I can't promise you a very cheerful
dinner, but—"

“Fine!” Will interrupted tactfully.
“You set the day and we’'ll certainly
ralse the dust getting here.”

“Well, how about coming over the
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Application To Parliament

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that |
the Village of Woodbridge will apply
to the Legisiative Assembly of the |
Hr::wfnee nfﬂﬂntariu ?}: its t;'nextl {?EE' day after you get back—Sunday?”
s1o0m 1or an Act to ratify and validate r: i ’ -
the settlement of an action in the Will nodded. “That'll be all right.

Supreme ”Court of Ontario, wherein | We'll show up about noon.”
Samuel Plunkett and others are “I wonder—~ Ruth paused.
plaintiffs and W. Robinson and Son!| «wWhat?"
Egnﬁgifricggtii %]Ié%lﬁ IEi]aantE,ﬂl:gsi “1 hate awfully to admit . it, but I
an action in' the said Court wherein |10st your father's revolver—it was
E.fﬂatgnsﬂfél %nﬁl Son %i%iteghis_ lain- buried when the oid house fell. I wish
iff an lllage o oodbridge 15 | vaon' : o N
defendant, which settlement is fully ) . 7 t0 get me another like it in
: : Los Angeles. Could you? He’s asked
set forth in Minutes of Settlement : - Lo T :
dated the 26th day of December, 1933, | e once or twice why I didn’t wear it
and filed in the said Court, and towWhen I went riding, but I didn’t want
enable the Village to enter into an|to tell him.”
Agreement In accordance with the “Good Lord! Is that all you've been
worrying about? Weii, forget it

terms thereof.
DATED at the Village of Wood-|™
right now. Dad's lost more than one
sun in his time—as a matter of fact,

bridge in the County of York this
27th day of December, 1933.

SKEANS, HOOPER & HOWELL, he was forced to give one or two of

em away. Sure, I can get yvou one.

But say, you should have said some-

Solicitors for the Corporation of
the Village of Woodbridge.

thing about this before. Here”—Will
|drew a revolver from the pocket of

" R.H. KANE
Roofing

CHIMNEYS BUILT & REPAIRED
EAVESTROUGHING
FURNACES

74 Yonge St. Phone 92F
RICHMOND HILIL

BROTHERTON’S

e BOOKINC
Steamship orrice

Special Sailings to the
Homeland by:
Canadian Pacific, Cunard and

Anchor-Donaldsen lines at
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Pnotos and Passports Secured
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We look after yeur wants right frem
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| softly closed the door.

lp::-sit,ively that he had gone to Palo

Have you been reading, Ann?”

“No. I cain’t read.” |

“But wi]:l,' are you dressed B Have
yvou been anywhere?”

The huge woman lowered her eyes

and slowly nodded.
“Ann! Have yvou been down to t.hf&;

r'LsL‘i-i '.'? 2

“I got to go—down there—some-
times.” Her eyes darted fearfully in
the direction of Snavely's door and

her woice dropped to a husky whis-
per, “Oh, Gawd, Ruth—you
take yvo'r little boy an' go 'way. from
this place!” Ann stepped back and

Miss

|
Snavely eyed her cautiously when, |

at breakfast, Ruth gave him the pack |
et of notes which represented his |
share of the cattle sale. There was
something oddly apologetic and in-
guisitive in his wvoice as he asked,
“Didn’t have no trouble in payin’ off
the note, did you?” . |

“Oh, no,” answered Ruth, as she
seated herself at the table. She was
thinking of the money she had just
given Snavely—it had not been earned |
through any effort of his.

“Nice sort of feller, that Wither-
spoon,” he remarked, guardedly.

“He seemed pleasant,” said Ruth,

That morning Snavely did not ride:
he stayed in the neighborhood of the |
corrals. More than once Ruth saw
him watching her.

After the noon meal, Ruth went to
the corrals and caught up Brisket and
Sanchez. To her surprise, Snavely
came from the blacksmith shop- and
helped her saddle the horses. !

“Goin’ for a ride, eh?” he asked|
with a strained smile,

“Yes; the mail. To-day’s Saturday”

“I was jest gettin’ set to go down
that-a-way, myself. TI'll be startin’
directly.”

“Perhaps David and I will see you,
then,” replied Ruth.

snavely did not speak for a mo- |
ment; then said casually, “No use in
you goin'—without you're set on it
I can bring the mail.”

Ruth ignored this suggestion and
helped David to mount.

As she and David rode along the
faintly marked road, the girl’'s mind
was busy. The situation of the Dead
Lantern was drawing to a climax; it
seemed to her as though the very air
was tensely charged.

Since the evening before, Ruth had
definitely connected Snavely with the
voice in the gulch; he had been stand
ing there by the fence when she and
Will ecame home, and Ann had heard
the voice that same evening. She tried
to recall Bnavely's whereabouts on
the oceasions when the voice had
spoken. At first, she told herself that
the man had two or three perfect
alibis—yet, were they? Did she know

Verde on the night of the storm?
One thing certain, he had not brought
back any Mexicans. And that eve.
ning when she and Kenneth and
David had first come through the
gulch, Snavey had apparently been
milking at the barn—yet, Ruth had
never known of his milking since,
True, he always avoided going through
the gulch as though he were afraid
of it. But that did not prove that he
had nothing to do with the voice.
Perhaps he went around, merely to
zive her the idea that he was afraid,
She began to feel that the only thing
which definitely mitigated against
Snavely being responsible for the
voice was that the legend of the whis-
pering rock was very old—there was
no getting around that Every one
knew of the legend; even Don Fran-
cisco had heard of it as a boy. She
determined to explore the gulch,

But Ruth did not explore the gulch,

|1t anyways, an' then su'prise you,”

Don’t delay any longer.
troubled with headaches, blurred im-
ages, nervousness consult at once,

His lips smiled.
“If I had not been able to meet my |
roosnavely; is it not true that

ou would have had my entire inter-

L ! .
e, vl

est 1n the ranch?” asked Ruth quietly
sSravely spoke glibly. “Not at all.
Mrs, Warren. Such a thing ain't pPos-
because we're pardners, Parker
r énybody else could have took 3'{}111‘1

away from you if you couldn’t |
note,

But not me; I'm your

——

It was a moment before Ruth could
reply. She saw the deadliness be-
hind the man’s eyes.

pardner,”

It was a moment before Ruth could
reply. She saw the deadliness behingd
the man's eyes . . . if she could only
keep him good-natured until next
week, “It was wvery thoughtful of
vou,” she smiled; “it’s nice to know I
was safeguarded all the time. Well,”
she turned, “it’s all over now; the note
is paid and the ranch has been im-
proved."”

“It sure has,” replied Snavely. He

watched the girl as she walked to-
ward the ranch house, his pale eyes|
fastened on the retreating figure, sus-
picion and hatred mingled on his fa.ce.::

The next morning after hreakf&st:‘
Ruth entered her room. She sat fﬁré
a time looking at her trunk, thinlﬂ'ng.f-
Suddenly she rose, unlocked the trunk '
and took out the quaker Oats box
on which was serawled, “for liver
fever.,” Going into the kitchen, she
asked Ann to keep an eye on David
for an hour, and taking up a potato
and a paring knife, left by the front
door. Sugarfoot greeted her and for
a moment the girl lookked down 4t
the little dog, Once more, she asked
the question which had never been
answered. “Sugarfoot, why didn’t
you die when you ate the meat Ann
poisoned?” Sugarfoot wagged him-
self knowingly.

(Contnued Next Week)
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HAVE FARMERS ANY RIGHTS |
AT ALL

What is the idea anyway? Is\it|
the policy of every organization, of-
ficial or person to make the life of
the farmer harder and harder, and |
to 1rob him of every possible chance to
make a dollar or two? One would |
almost thing so, and of all the fool-
ishness we have ever heard of is the

T e e R W a e, |, e i i B i St
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action of some official, or organiza- ,};Ut 1t ‘TI:.ILIEt be PURE
tion or person who gave i].~'Lru=:’rirm:?,'L I,TH l{—ﬂmi(;ﬂtl}" pHStEHI‘*
to have sand scattered on the No. 153 1zed and o €ven utter

|

content.

Pure pasteurized milk is
the best beverage for these
hot months,

Buy only pure milk, pro-

+perly pasteurized for per-
- fect protection. It keeps
the health good.

Make sure of a safe pure
supply by buying from,

RICHMOND HILL DAIRY

Highway between Perth and Innsville
Is the automobile to get the first
consideration when dealing with our
country roads or have the farmers
any rights at all? By what stretch
of the imagination was it considered
possible for farmers to haul their
heavy loads of wood, and other art-
icles over a roadway that is covered
with sand? Last year when the snow
was thick on the highways, plows
were sent out and the snow was
seraped clean to the pavement to
make the footing for the autos better,
while the farmers had to take to the Phone 42
ditches with their loads or stay at

home, It is prettyl near time that a

RICHMOND HILL,
little common decency and considera-
tion was given to other travellers B R A A TR e T AP

Early Pullets Will Pay Again in 1934

Read the interesting article on this subject, by F. W. Bray, in
January issue of “The Farmer,” January 6th “Canadian Country-
man’' and January 4th “Farmer’s Advocate.”

Send NOW for FREE booklet—“The Highway to Poultry Sue-
cess in 1934.” First hatches already off. Hatching regularly
from now on. Eight breeds. Government Approved.

All our branch hatcheries will be open for business J anuary 29th,
From 29th to 31st, they will book orders ahead, at prices quoted
in gur “Early Order” price list. New Februa price list may
Ehﬂ%‘ advances for the whole season. Qrder in January and save

money.
BRAY CHICK HATCHERY
80 Clayburn Ave., St. Catharines, Ont.

Note: To get the FREE booklet, just tear out this ad. and mail
it to our Head, Office, with your name and address on the margin.

Brooder -E. Office, 2385 Dufferin St., Toronto
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PUBLIC NOTICE
re Alberta Coal
WE ALWAYS CARRY A STOCK OF e
THE BEST GRADE
Rosedale
From the deepestseam and the most uniform
coal in the Drumheller district. Rosedale
coal is recommended as the best coal for
Stoves, Grates and Furnaces. In lump size
$12.00 delivered
I.D. Ramer & Son I
Fuel, Feeds, Building Supplies |

Telephone 10

Richmond Hill
We endorse the “Go

Prompt Service
Forward With Richmond Hill and

“I hate awfully to admit it, but l!thhﬂt day. In the mail g letter ad
| “ressed to J. B. Snavely. In the upper
j left-hand corner of the envelope was

your heme,
Phone Willowdale 63J
Office Stop 6, Yenge St. Lansing

Distriet” crusade.

163-167 Yonge Street Toronto

lost your father’s revolver. Unstairs Oppasite Simpeona




