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PEACE-TIME SLACKERS

There were those who were termed “slackers” during
the Great War, and it would seem it is just as true and
perhaps more so, that there are slackers in times of peace.
"Taven’t you discovered them? How about the church
- ;ember who expects others to do all the work and keep up
.he expenses? The citizen who never accepts office but
choses to stand on the side-lines and snipe at those who
are trying to do something? These people complain about
the high taxes and the inefficiency of this and that, but
you couldn’t run fast enough to get one of them to stand
for any public office. They are too selfish, too wrapt up
in their own affairs, too fond of finding fault with others,
too timid to come out and be a target for the public to shoot
at. They are slackers in the matter of good citizenship
just as much as were the slackers during the war. They
complain, criticize, condemn, yet decline to take hold and
help. They expcet others to make all the sacrifice. It
takes courage and determination to take hold and try to
help out. So don’t expect the other fellow to do it all.
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THE IDEAL CITIZEN

An ideal citizen is the one who sees cleorly and ever
something good in the community and mnever loses the
opportunity to spread that good news abroad that others
might derive the benefits therefrom, whose unselfishness
prompts him to want others to share opportunities, health
and pleasure which his home town offers.

Loyalty is the first requisite for the ideal citizen.
The love for the place and his neighbors which dismisses
the thought or self interest or policy and resolves itself
into the knowledge of duty when he does all in his power
to make the city a better place in which to live.

There are three distinet attitudes which a citizen may
assume toward the place in which he lives, which furnishes
him food, shelter and association for himself, and family,
to boost, to remain quiet or to knock. The booster is that
ideal citizen who is never forgetful of the obligations which
is due the home community. He is ever found at the
front when any movement is launched which might tend
to the advancement of the interest of the city. While
others see darkly, to him good is visible at all times. The
quiet citizen is satisfied to let the neighbor do the work
and content to lull the place asleep and let it rest. The
knocker is the man who is without a country. There is no
room for him anywhere, his presence dampens the enthus-
iasm of every man or group of men who unfortunately
come in contact with him. Having no faith in his own
ability to go forward, he naturally lacks faith in his home
community to do so.

You have the chance to belong to either of the three
classes. If you are a booster, your neighbor knows it well
and will boost you. If you are aligned with the quiet class,
yvou will not be regarded one way or the other, for the man
who selects to steer in themiddle of the stream, gets mo
support from either side. If, unfortunately, you are a
knocker, get ready to be knocked, for eventually it is com-

ing to you. As you give, so will it be meted out to you.
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A SECRET OF HAPPINESS

“If you don't care for the things you can’t obtain you
will be fairly happy.” \

On the surface it is not an inspiring message. Not to
care for the things we can’t obtain is to resign, give up,
be supine. And when we quit in life’s struggle we pay a
dear price, indeed, for our meagre mete of happiness. Most
of us perhaps, would rather keep on fighting. There is joy
in the fight; joy at least to know there is fight in us.

Let us reverse the formula.

“If you care enough for the things you have obtained,
you will be supremely happy.”

The farmer on his farm—if he loves that farm—may
be happy beyond compare. If he loves it well, he will till
it well, intellicently, thoroughly, and it will yield him rich
store. The widowed mother, in the little cottage, has her
children, and if she loves them well they will be her life,
The clerk at the desk, if he loves his work, will be happy
in it. Or the motorman in his cab of steel, may find In
the easy response of the throbbing motors and his rolling
palace, a sense of responsibility for the passing multitude
that will bring him pride and joy.

To be truly happy in our lot we need not be contented.
Indeed, happiness and contentment, while we keep moving
on life’s hichway, are not to be reconciled. If we love the
work we do we shall be thrilled not alone to do it well, but
to do it better.

Far away fields are always green to too many of us.
Only after many fruitless pilgrimages is the simple truth
borne home that if the field at our door is not attractive
and verdant it is because we do not water its shrubs and
erasses. If we love our field we will tend it. And, more
important, if we tend it we will come to love it.

And this to them in whom ambition burns. Only by
the degree to which you prove yourself true to the modest
task of to-day can you fit yourself for, or inspire others to

entrust you with, greater duties to-morrow.
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THE SPRING HABIT

Spring is an untiring miracle, no less so to-day than
when men were more inevitably concerned with the seasonal
moods of mother earth. The ancient mystery is renewed
each year by which rich life and color and eager growth
spring again from the winter-locked land. A few days of
kindly sun and the resurrection is begun, the life restores,
the world renewed with beauty.

Life endures the winter, but blossoms with the spring.
All things good and full of promise answer the warm wel-
come of a friendly sun. Because nature is grown again,
the world is once more fruitful.

From this seasonal certainty we may pick a lesson.
Men likewise grow better and work better in good weather.
Hard times and harsh discipline, whether of men or circuin-
stances, may test and toughen endurance and stiffen cour
age and fiber, but growth and usefulness flourish better in
the warmth of good will and kindliness. These are the
spring tonic of human life, which can awaken all its hidden
powers and riches. We grow better, work better and are in
all ways happier in the habit of mutual encouragement and
the widespread warmth of genuine good will.

RECREATION
PROGRAM FOR
NORTH YORK

Leisure Time Programmes are
slated to have an early Inauguration
in North York under the aegis of the
Recreation Committee of the Com-
naunity Welfare Council of Ontario.
At a largely attended meeting held
recently under the Convenorship of
Mr. W. W. Watson of the Toronto
Ceneral Trusts Corporation, Tepre-
sentatives of wvarious outstanding
o1 ganizations voiced the opinion that
the problem of to-day's added leisure
time was a serious one.

As a result of the meeting a ques-
tionnaire was sent out to one hundred
and twenty-eight schools in York
County, asking for information as to
the number of pupils in the various
grades and the recreational facilities
offered by them. In shortly over two
weeks forty-seven schools showed
that some time was devoted to games
and physieal culture, quite a number
went in for the keeping of scrap
books, gardening, hikes and school
singing, but with the exception of the
“oreek” there seemed little scope for
swimming and skating.

Interviewing teachers, parents, the
heads of Home and School Clubs,
Women’s Institutes and similar rep-
resentative people disclosed the fact
that there is a widespread awareness
of the need of providing some altern-
ative for the evils of leisure and idle-
ness. Educators and Moralty de-
partments insist that an intelligent
recreational programme would act as
a corrective to truancy. Doubtiess it
would provide a strong deterrent in
the increasing wave of juvenile erime.

But physical culture alome is not
sufficient. There must be plenty of
game and fun, active interests which
will capture the liking of young peo-
ple. Competitive sports in which
large mumbers can take part serve
the dual purpose of providing interest
and the essential outlet for physical
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energy. There is no great place for
the purely spectator sports in this
programme. Hockey ecushions and
equipment, baseball parks and equip-
ment, and swimming pools will help
tremendously. But these are sadly
lacking in many localities. Unfor-
tunately, where they are lacking there
| are generally numerous hang-out for
juvenile ‘gangs.’

The time has come when we must
see to it that youth in the rural
communities have recreational facil-
ities equad to those in urban centres.
And in this connection it is very de-
sirable that the recreational move-
ment be wide-spread, and that a
better understanding be fostered be-
tween rural and urban centres. Doubt-
less the initial work must be acecom-
plished in isolated communities where
experiments can be carried out, but
it is hoped that all interested in the
problems of youth will co-operate.

School gardens and Fall fairs will
be encouraged on as large a scale as
possible, and Junior Farmers will be
acked to discuss the question at their
various conferences. The committee
are taking initial steps to provide for
Extension Libraries, following the
0ld Country plan whereby old and
young may secure good books at a
nominal sum. Gradually good mov-
ing pictures may be added.

Under the strain of present econ-
omiec ecircumstances it is strongly
felt that any recreational programme
may include interests for both adults
and the young. Certainly good rec-
reational facilities are enormously
important to the unemployed.

“Tt iz the intention,” said Mr. Agar,
general secretary of the committee,
“tn commence this work in North
York. Recreational activities will be
either assisted or inaucurated, and
the committee is very anxious to have
the co-operation of existing organ-
izations in each centre.”

From North York the movement
is slated to spread throughout the
Province. It is understood that, as
goon as sufficient financial backing
is secured, contact people or field
secretaries will be gent out to com-
menece this important work.
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MR. MERCHANT

You have no doubt often said to yourself, advertising
is too expensive and does not pay, without giving the mat-
ter very much consideration other than the fact that it
costs you money which you feel you could spend more ad-
vantageously.

L

Have you ever stopped to think of the goods you handle
and pass over your counter every day. How many of them
are not known by name, by every customer that comes in-
to your store, and how did they come to know them so well?
It was through reading about them and being told just
what they would do for them. In other words by advertis-
ing. There are few lines of .goods handled to-day in any
shop that would be considered by a prospective customer
unless it had proven its quality and with its makers back-
ing it. Very few manufacturers would get the output to
keep their factories going if they advertised goods and
they were found to be of inferior quality, consequently ad-
vertised goods always have the mark of quality. The
seller and buyer both have the benefit of this guarantee.

Big businesses have recognized these facts. Why not
you? The fact that you make your goods known through
advertising, is a guarantee to your customer that you are
behind them. You should advertise, if only to prove your
good faith in the goods you are asking your customers to
buy—Advertise steadily and see the results.
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