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the authority of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, on that day he confer-
red the Order of Knighthood on John A. Macdonald and the honor of
Companionship of the Bath on S. L. Tilley, Charles Tupper, Georges
Etienne Cartier, A. T. Galt, Wm. McDougall, and W. P. Howland.
These honors were conferred in recognition of the part the recipients
had played in bringing about the Union of Canada and the Maritime

Provinces.

On the following day Lord Monck was sworn inas Governor
General and Sir John A. Macdonald at his request formed the Coali-
tion Government of both Conservatives and Liberals. The first House
of Commons consisted of 181 members—82 from Ontario, 65 from
Quebec, 19 from Nova Scotia and 156 from New El'unqwir:k. Simul-
taneously the Senate came into being. It consisted of 72 members,
appointed for life, 24 from Ontario, 24 from Quebec, 12 from Nova
Scotia and 12 from New Brunswick.

The first Dominion Parliament held in all, five sessions.
During the first Wm. McDougall moved a series of resolutions praying
that Rupert’s Land and the Northwest Territories be added to the
Dominion. These resolutions bore fruit and on June 23,1870 an or-
der of the Queen-in-Council transferred the territory desighated to
Canada. A bill was also passed empowering the Government to raise
money for the construction of the Intercolonial Railway.

While the Dominion Government was in session the Legislature
of Nova Scotia prayed the Queen for a repeal of the Act of Union,
so far as related to Nova Scotia, but, due largely to the acute manipu-
lation of Charles Tupper, the repeal movement came to naught and the
Imperial Government would not consent to the province withdrawing
from Confederation. Early in March, 1868, the first Canadian three
cent letter stamp was issued, and on April 1, post office Savings

Banks were first opened.

During the second session the Government was faced with a
momentous question. The half-breeds of the Red River, under Louis
Riel, wete made to bring about a peaceful settlement, but during the
third session of Parliament an Expeditionary force under Col. Wols-
eley had to be sent to quell the uprising. Wolseley won a bloodless
victory, the rebels fleeing at his approach.

The fourth session saw the conclusion of the Treaty of Wash-
ington a treaty that dealt with such important questions as the San
ies and the navigation of the 5t. Lawrence,

Juan boundary, the fisher!
and the Canadian Canals. While the House was in session the Im-
the  Par-

périal Parliament passed the “B. N. A. Act, 1871," granting
liament the right to create new provinces. On July 20,1871, British

Columbia was admitted to the Dominion.

After the close of the fifth session, T
Coalition prineiple was abandoned and the ensuing election from
which the Conservatives emerged victorious, took place along strictly

party lines, .

-
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5e88 Parliament dissolved.
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eration days spent on an average 27 cents each for mail every year,
while to-day the average is $4 per head each year.

Rural mail delivery was established in 1908 and to-day there
are more than 3,700 delivery routes and delivery 1s given through
200,000 boxes on these routes to over a million people. The postal
service has expanded to meet the complexities of modern life until to-
day one can insure one’s parcels with convenience, send fresh eggs
or live chicks through the mails, or keep a savings bank account,with
the nearest postmaster for a banker.

This efficiency has-not been achieved without the aid of some
of the best brains of the country’s public life. There have been twen-
ty-five Postmasters-General since Confederation, and the list includes
many distinguished names such as Campbell, Langevin, O'Connor,
Huntingdon, Caron, Mulock, Aylesworth, Lemieux, Beland, Blondin
and Murphy.

Not the least of the good offices performed by the Post Office
Department has been the extensive education of the public in the
right use of postal facilities.

The Post Office Department is always anticipating means of
improving and extending the system to the end that the best possible
service, consistent with reasonable economy may be given to the Can-
adian public. This year of Jubilee finds the Department taking ad-
vantage of the very latest develupmen'ie. in transportation by air, and
before the year is ended an lair mail route will be inaugurated from the
Gulf of St. Lawrence that will some day reach to the Pacific.
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For Jubilee Celebration
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Gentlemen:

Kindly send me a copy of your beoklet, “The Investment Trust.”
understand this places me under no obligation whatever,
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