The Robbers of

Markham Swamp

The following story is founded on fact and as the author aptly said

“ayeryor e in this part of the country
at Markham Swamp.” The story was
a continued story in The Liberal.

who is not deaf has heard of the gang
first published in 1886. It will run as
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SYNOPSIS

The story starts about eighty years
ago in a small village near <he town
of Little york. Mr. Roland Gray 1s
fleeing for his life as the result of
having shot Mr. Ham in a-duel caus-
ed by the affection each has for Miss
Astor who lives with her father. Gray
is captured by the chief of the rob-
bers of Markham Swamp. While held
captive he learns of the evil doings of
each member of the gang. In the
previous chapter he hears how one
under the assumed name of Rev. Mr.
Jonag preaches every Sunday in a
nearby church as well as performing
a minister's duties during the week.

While doing this he steals, commits
murder or carries off to the swamp
any one he may choose. Nancy also
begins to tell Gray her life history
before being taken captive.

She warns him against Silant 1’cll
and Joe who are his deadly enemies
but Gray has no fear. He learns thet
The Lifter is his friend. This strenjr-
thens the hope he has of securing his
ovn and Nancy's escape from the den

the near future, He tells Nancy of
his lan and a new light comes into
her lifh as a result of the utter faith

Gray hag\ in her,

CHAPTER VIII
Underground Mysteries df The
Swamp

Now that the reader may feel him-
self upon sure ground as to the facts
of this true story, I may state that
Roland likewise learnt from Nancy
that the gang had a rendezvous in a
piece of dense wood known as Brool's
Bush, close to the mouth of the Don
River. It is also a fact that when the
den at Markham was broken up final-
ly, some of the.surviving desperadoes
took up their permanent abode at

Brook's Bush, where they kept an il- | “Just the
Down to fifteen years aft- | Here we

licit still.
er the date of my story the communi-
ty was every now and apain startled
by tidings of robbery, outrage or
murder at the Don: and the notable
act of the gang was the murder of the

where it Tuns in now, It entered
down there; see where that old beech
(tree stands.”
“But this
clearer,”
“Well, you know, the ground here
is very shaky, and the swamp Fre-
neath the shores of trees is softer
than porridge. A long time ago,
during a heavy spring freshet, the
river became damned about a quarter
of a mile from the lake, and the whole
body of water was turned in another
direction. But instead of flowing ov-
er the land it sank into the great
mass of soft bag below, and forced
its way underground, till it reacheca
the lake—there by that old beech.”
“The clay into which the roots of
the trees had fastened themselves was
quite solid, and was held fast in the
thick tangle of roots. So for many
rears you could hear the river flow-
een beneath the ground with a sub-
dued gurgléen sound. Hunters avoid-
ed the wood, for some careless per-
sons had gcome here and fallen
through the holes into the rusheen
tide. Their bodies were afterwards
found floateen in Silent Lake. On.
day my grandfather and two of liis
men came to see the treacherous un-
derground river; and they moved
cautiously down the stream till they
came where it sank into a hole in the
ground, that looked like a huge =luice-
way."
* “My grandfather looked at the
strange sight for a time, and then at
the great bridge of trees and boul-
‘ders that- lay across the original
eourse of the river. They wondered
why he gazed at all so earnestly;
and why his eyes grew so bright.
Then he slapped the ecapteen, who
qug yet a boy, upon the back, and
said:
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very place we want.
will have a quiet castle of
our own, where no limb of the law
can find us.”

“But you surely would not think of
liveen in this dismal swamp?” They
-all said at once.

*Hé Colonist, one Hogan, a
member of the legislature. His tak-

1
ing off was done by a woman who | present.”

struck him on the head with a stone
which she carried in a stocking. The
body was then thrown into the Don
where it was picked up 2 short tme
afterwards.

* As for the people of Markhan, they
lived in constant terror of the mis-
reants lodged in the bush so ncar
heir doors; and they established an
officient staff of special constables for
he protection of life and property.

“My intensheen is notheen else,”
he replied. “Let us go away for the
Then they left the wood,
the young men wondereen what my
grandfather had in his head. A few
dayvs after this, my grandfather and
all his friends came with picks and

makes the matter no_

axes, and crowbars into._the swamp.
No one knew yet what plan he had
formed. Leadeen them to the bridee
that I have deseribed, he said:

“T want that bridge cut away."

“Why ?"” they all asked.

“Can you tell,” he replied what will
happen when this bridege i= cut
away?" Then they fell athinkeen
and my father said:

“The stream will go by the old bed,
and will no longer run under the
ground, but will run by the old bed.”
“Ah, father,” the capteen shouted,
“vou are the wise one after-all. We
will have a first-rate castle under the
forest in the stream's tunnel!”
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“Exactly my son.” It was all quite

clear to our hero now. For a full
quarter of a mile did this tunnell
covered over with shallow turf or a

treachercus stretch of moss, extend.

“Well,” continuad The Lifter, “thcy
wraited till the tunnel became.dry and
then they made a house ard sleeping
places und®rneath. The whole lengzth
of thg tunnel was tested, and where-

ver they intended the roof should be

\places they used ag& bridges.”
“Ah, it is plain now what the chief
meant about all the unfortunate men
|who dropped through the swamp and
were never heard of more.”
“So he has been telleen about these.
Yes; they came tumbleen down thr-
ough the holes as they crosed, and
they fcll s0 sudden that they had no
time to cry; and before they could
know where they had gofi we come
along and killed them. In the night
they were dragged out and put in the
lake. 1 remember how tired Silent
Pol and myseclf were with the heavy
draggen. Then it was so hard to get
ctones that were heavy enough to
keep the body under; and that you
could tie easilv.” While the toil of
carrying the wood went on, The Lift-
er continued to deseribe many leeds
of horror committed in the dark pit.
In the afterncon Nancy joined the
two, and they examined the mouth of
the passageway. But the casual eye
would not have looked twice at the
spot, for young trees were so pianted
at the edge of the lake, that their
boughs thoroughly screened the op-
ening. She informed our hero that
the other end was filled in, and trees
were growing where once the flood
rushededown with the speed of a mill-
race. ‘The greater part of the au-
tumn was spent in cutting and carry-
ing firewood, and the chopping con-
tinued till one day the hag announced
that there was “plenty in now till
next summer.”

“Be on the lookout now for the
treachery of the old woman and Silent

Poll,” Nancy said when the chopping!

Markham Township had been set-

led about forty-five years before, |
principally by a number of Dutch EI
families which moved thither from

Pennsylvania; but to the rather pic-
uresque little village of the same
ame, nestled among the pines that
ringed the River Rouge, came strag-
rling immigrants or persons grown
b the solibyde or privations of
backWwocds ¥e. But to distant parts |
of the prowmce this thriving village
came to be mown rather through the
thrift, comdrt and progrcss of the
people. Somuch then for the “dry”
but essentigz facts of this narrative.
On the fdgowing morning the chief
and Murfre were away again® and
in obedient to the command of the
hag, our heo acompanied by The Lif-
ter, who hd instructions to shoot him |
if he attemnted to escape, proceeded
to a portio of the bush not far dis-
tant to cu firewood. Although he |
had “roughd it"” for many a season
in the woos, Roland was clumsy
enough at te regular work of wood-
cutting. Bu taking off his coat he
began braver, and The Lifter swung
his axe withg-will a short way dis-
ni e ~hcy had cut what would
ake about 2 horse load, they car-
ed the billets upon their shoulders
nd threw them into a hole about
irty paces distant from that by
hich they descended to %he subter-
nean abode.. The pieces struck
ith a dull sourdd a considerable dis- |
ance down; and The Lifter inform-
] Roland that “down there” was the
ood-shed.
“But I suppose you are curious to
»ar sometheen about this under-
ound place? All strangers are.”
“] am certainly much interested in
I cannot conceive how your bang
uld have hollowed so large a place
5 this seems to me. Why, it has
en an enormous task requiring I
pould say a hundred men many
onths to perform.”
“Our “gang” did not make this hol-
v. But if you'll excuse me, I do |
t like the way you have of styleen |
r party.. “Gang"” isn't a nice word.”
“Who did the excavation then?%
“God,” replied The Lifter, with an

————— . SR S

sumption of solemnity that really |
1S comic.
“Pray, cease this blaphemy. I do

t wish to hear any more of it. 1 |

gver-sick of this hypoerisy now.”
“But God it was all the same who
this; and I shall tell vou how.
hu know the River Rouge did not al- |
ays enter Silent Lake at the place
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pose you carry your pistols?”

(To Bé Continued)
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Announcement

I wish to announce to the people of this district
that I have taken over the MASSEY-HARRIS
Agency here and am ready to give prompt service
at all times.

Full Line of Repairs Carried and Repair Work .
Promptly Attended. . |

HARRY S. MATHEWS

Yonge St. . Richmond Hill
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YOU NEED

Dr. Thuna’s Herbal Treatment

__FOR QUICK AND LASTING RESULTS_
WRITE FOR THIS TREATMENT TODAY

DR. . THUNA, The Herbalist

Address—1832 QUEEN STREET, EAST.
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Toronto 8 Ontario
“NATURE’S WAY IS BEST”
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hrenches, theoe's 3 great university somewhere ready to
give you thronghabroadcasting station just sbout what you
wamt. This King Radio will get it for you, loud and clear.

brand-new maodel,

late mprovements and refinements. You
reallly can’t afford to be withont a radio
when you can get this King for so small a

pace.

If you haven’t a good radio, half the
world 1s passing you by. Every day end
every mght there’s a great parade of things

on the air.

Bessde the lectunes and educational fea-
toees, there’s music from great crchestran,

HERE‘S a genuine King' Radio for a
price so smail it will amaze you. Not
s a “cheap™ radio, but a standard set, made
by King—one of the leaders in radio.

Six tubes to give you distance and volume
and tone goality. A beantiful cabinet. A

ap.

— Go to College

by Radio

There’s Education on the Alr!
Tumne in with a King
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the voices of noted singers, the speeches of
famous men in public life. You can't
afford to miss these things.

Get your' radio now.
show this or any other King Radio. More,
we’ll send it to your home for three nights
trial before your own fireside.
may try it yourself, — hear it, see how easy
it 18 to operate. Then you'll. never give it

HALL'S SERVICE STATION |
| [RECHMOND HILL, ONT.

J
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There you

You need pay but a small amount down
and the balance you settle in conwvenient
amodints as you enjoy the set. We do all
the instaliing and place the set in your
home ready to tune in.

Come i today if you can—ar phone ng—

and we will bave-a Xing Radig-forvouwsto
listen -to before tomorrow -night,

THIS is King Radio 61. Itisa six-tube
a¢t inagood-looking table cabinet. You
will sag it cost $150 or $I00—bu! i:
doesr’t. I! is very inexpcnsive—so
much so it will surprise you!
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We will gladly

mall Down
Payment

KING RADIO
in'your home
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