The Robbers of Markham Swamp

The following story is founded on
of the country who 1s not deaf has heard of the gang

The story was first published in 1886, It will run as

“ayeryone in this part
at Markham Swamp.”
4 continued story in The Liberal.

fact and as the author aptly said

f yso them , of course, most de-
liberately. And now sir, that you
raiced the question of the worthiness
of my friend to meet you in a com-
bat of honor, you must first permit
me" to state in denying that fitness,
cvery satement that you have made
-« n falschood, First, as to his blood:
he is a gentleman. And I know that
in proving he is your equal in this re-
spect, you will nardon me for asking
certain questions of Yyou you
will my making certain statements
of fact respecting him, Pray sir,
who was vour father?’

‘A gentleman. He was the owner
of this property; and held.the posi-
tion of magistrate in this county as I
do! Mpyx. Harland bowed.

«And who, then, sir, was his father?’

Mr. Hom winced; turned red; and
then stood up, glaring at his interro
gator the picture of wild but impot-
eht rage.
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Ham: I will answer it. He was what
we deseribe as a “common person.”’
That is, he was not a gentleman.” M.
Ham's face was dark with rage; but
it soon began to assume its ashen
color.

‘Now, sir, Mr. Gray's father 1s a
younger son of a fifth earl in the
British! peerage.
blood fit to meet in the field of honor
the grandsen of a—MNobodyv. T'nen,
sir, as to the undefined charges azain-
ot his charcter, they are pgratuitous
falschoods. If, with these facts be-
fore vou, a, refusal of gsatisfaviion is
still made, I have only this o say:
the unpleasant. task of horsewhinping:
you remains to my friend; while the
duty of proclaiming your cowardice

¥
'

He is therefore by

\ pecasion,’

‘T will not press the question, Mr. ! ky Mr. Ham; and it was noticed as he

romains to rie. What is your an-
swer 7"

oM cadll  your language has heen |

never believed that any-

ever dare to use In my

I am cornstrainzd to be-
atemonts respecting your
pss toy meet me on the

t convulsed him,
bons does he pronosa?
e.

matter that your friend
arrange. The choive of
wever, 1 may add, rests
iide,’

qse wait till I write a
bez Drummond,’ and the
e a pen, seated himself at
But his fears had s¢ un-
Yim that he made several at-
Fts before he could get the pen
ito the ink bottle; and wasted sev-
eral sheets of paper before his hand
was steady enough to produce legi-
ble writing. When he had ended he
turned to the visitor:

“Will yvou have a glass of spirits
before vou go. ‘Will you come and
breakfast with me?’ Hiz eringing
manner was most despicabie, and
Harland answered in a tone of quiet
SCOTT:

wWe thank you.'

Then placing the letter into Har-
land’s hands, he said;

‘Can this not be made a formal en-
counter? I have read that this thing
is often done.

‘What do you mean, Mr. Ham s

‘That we do not, for example, use
£ bullets. Let it be biank charges.’

‘Of course you are at liberty to do
what yvou please in this respect,’ Har-
land answered with irony. ‘But
gshall use bullets.’

‘My God, Mr. Harland, you seeg to
delight in taking the part of a monst-

we |

| as he drew out
| been fitted so

merriment in his face.

‘Merciful heaven,’ he said, ‘look at

the size of our friend Ham.'

‘1 have noticed it,’ replied our hero,

with a contemptuous curl of his lip.

land,’
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‘1 firmly believe he has half the |
bedclothes of his estgblishment wrap-
ed about him,” Rolahd interrupted.

‘Proceed with Mr. Har-
That gentleman walking up te

business,

Mr. Drummond, said:

‘T wish a word with you—Is your

master indisposed?’

‘He declares he took a violent cold,

and has been suffering of shivers all
night.’

‘] am' very sorry; at the same time

I must point out to you the propriety
of at once requesting him to unwrap

that we may proceed.
"1 presume of the quantiy and denom-
| ination of the apparel for such an

You are awars:

Drummond joined the bul-

conversed that that gentleman turn-
ed from his morning pallor te a pos-

itive yellow.

He at first seemed o

vefuse: but at ldst, with a ery much
like the low whine of a terrified ani-
mal, he began to take off his wraps.
In doing this he turned his back upon
the other party.

‘You will pardon me, gentlemen,’

Harland said, as he stepped to the
fronts ‘but I believe T have the right
under such extraordinary cireumsian-
cos to obtrude myself here.

“What do vou mean, sir? How

dare you come here?’ cried Mr. Ham
in his fear and rage.

erly,
Yo medical gentleman here svili de-

-

cide

‘To see that you are disrobed prop-
Mr. Ham. If vou will permijt it

whether upon such a windless,

cunny morning, you require all this

raiment.

At least vou will not re-

quire all ‘this leather,! he exelaimed,

a hupe piece which had
as to cover the entire

| front of the hero’s body down to the

|

I.

hips.

w.! Then as a spasm of | this
he sud- icn'td, do you, doctor?

ed,

“You don't consider wraps uvi

a man with a
Harland azk-
medical

zort neeessary for

turning to the reriic-

Inelil.

seen such remedies for colds,’

‘No: I have not during my prac tice
+hia np-

tor replied, with a humorous fwinkle

in his eye.

The high-bred Mpe. IHam

was a most pitiablé object to look up-
on as his friend proceeded to divest
him of a horse blanket.

‘As a real cuarantee against added

chill. Mr. Ham should have provided

himself with

a buffalo robe, Mnr:

Drummond,” Harland observed—*"skin-
ny side out and woelly side in,” you

know.

We would not have objected

zo much to that.

‘What!” gasped out the brave Mr.

Ham. while a gleam of hope shot

through his eyes like

a sunhbheani,
Mr. Drummond could ride away and

get one in fifteen minutes.’

‘Mr. Drummond, rgplied Hariand,

will all be over in three minutes.’

‘But it would kétep me wariy g£0-

ing home.'

‘For only three minutes longer,

' however,! Harland again repliad, ad-
dressing
might be’—and here

‘Besides it
stopped short

the second.

with the manifest intention of tortur-
ing the cofardly wretch. It was no-
ticed by Roland that Ham was con-
stantly casting his eyes up the hol-

low. as if expecting somebody.

At

last a thought flashed upon him.

¢ Mr. Harland, 1 belive that craven

| has notified the officers of justice, and

er.
‘Good morning My, IHam.
‘But when, where— about what |
time. I mean, is this to take place’’ |
¢Phat I shall arrange with your

friend. But I may say that there can
be no valid reason to prevent its tak-
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ing place tomorrow at the rise ol

Good' morning, Mr. Ham,’ and without

further words he left the house and
rode away.
CHAPTER Il
The, Duel
On the following meornin Gra
accompanied by s second, e away
towaras the ] lace of meeting. The
sun had not risen, but the easiern arc
of the horizon was sul d w deel
crimison which rmil n 1
pink., A ' L 1l
rier]
D!
th

that he expects them to come and
break up the affair. Let us therefore
proceed. He may keep on the re.
mainder of his wraps. No delay;
measure off the ground.! The two
coponds then measured off fifreen

yaces and stoppet

1

‘Why I thought your friend never

Aired except/ with a shot gun ai
rows?' Ilarland observed. ‘But 1t
appears that he 1s a crack shot. And
S50 fenerous, LOO,; since the 'ercaler
| distance no doubt 1s intended for the
| safety of Mr. Gray.,) Tuis was :a1d
in a tone just loud enot to be heard

by all the rest.
tAask Mr. Ham wha ne
11l BroD ) .'!__:.I_'I_'-h'l- 1 i i 1 1O

LAl .L.'.".;.-.'.:'-'.
‘W hat distance wolld vou 1 0EL
Ham!' inguired the ‘second

‘My pistol will ecarr le |

rds; 1
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Canada Marches

Forward

During Past Five Years

By OBS

L

ERVER

ARTICLE 1.

Canada is mapching
pdberal rule.

Even the Conservative leaders and
press reluctantly admit It

Canada peen steadily marching
forward during the past [ive ycars—#

that synchronizes

nas
periogq of tinme

with the MacKenzieg Kins adminisira-
L0,

i1

Ll

thh= success of

measured

a government T
ithe ol na-
tional prosperity—ana the two EO 1o-

to by degree

gether ror a considerable distance-—
then the MacKenzie king government
and adminisiration may ‘‘point With

pride” to the satisiactory £X1s1Ing con-

ditions even thouga party advocales

may ciaim too much credit for 1m-
proved economic oOr industrial condi-
tions. Nature and providence have a

share N prosperity.
There are mnumerable proofs of this
of the dominion 1n

forward rmnarch

almost eévery department of national
development and nauonal exXpansion.
Practically every checking-up report

makes a record or an advance over
previous Years, Pm;ﬂl:‘l'.-ti:.-:m,'_: the claim
thiat it is pre-eminently a going con-
This tact i1s recognized by all
their eyve on present-day
American, Brit-
1 shall hope 1O
prove 1n this series v articles.

| trust too that they will strengthen
the taith and inspire the confidence oi
all Canadians, regardless of their poli-
tical impact or effect upon an election

I hope they will prove thal

ceril.
who have
conditions—Canadian,
and

150 Iorelgn-—as

campalgn.
Canada 1 on the up-grade in all that
comes the of prosperity.
and that the best dayvs are yet to be.

under head

L ag lspecially hopeful that ‘some of
our estepmen editors ot greatl journals
espousing the Conservative faith may
ne cheered up by reading these facts.
the Ottawsa Journal (Con.)
which says editorally: “'For five years
in

Ynecially

we nad uniaterrupted nstabllivy

fiscal
Fovernment

oLl
held ‘offide,”” and
same editorial the colored
the writer were exchanged
and redeemed
by writing: °‘"At the presnt
in Canada all three indices
the trend of nation’s

railway traffic, . the
volume checks cashed at banks,
and owilding operations, are pointing
And still again, in the very
double-leaded leader. the editor
he mayv and as wall
that “"Canaga has tii-

and 1s :m'w forging
I'm trying Lo

King

velr 1 the

glasses ol

1or ones hea
fimsell
moment
that

DUSINeEssE—WVIE,

cledr'el

reveal N

0l

upward.
Sarme
rejoices. as well
Canadians do.
ed the
aheed.”

corner

That's what

write and prove.

Two Points of View, Which is the
3 Right One?

34t to our tasik.

IT 15;

{zazetie

and a most
anly hoping thal
will compliment
of these
when they appear 1n print so that he
may (e cured efishis depression as he
writes #hat & vgice of *“'shiftlessness
and ufcertainty, of restlessness and
atorm anda «shipwreck''—as bad = a8
that—is heard in the lzand, and in the
editorial sapctum of the Gazette al-
though it 1s 700 miles from the stormy
restless sea. Or perhaps it will
listen to its neighbor and contempor-
ary, the Montreal Witness, which
says: *'As all prosperity in Canada is
dependent the condition of the
great basic industries of the field,
forest and mine, 1 15 encouraging Lo
note that all of these are better off
than for years, while there 1s pgen-
eral improvement in manufacturing. I
agree with the Witness man tnat
are far removed from the “‘dregs ol
depression”—despite the existence ol a
Liberal government of recent ycars.

agree-
Lhe
me
SenNtences

able one
Montreal
with a perusal

and

Tl

W

[of wvaluation

|
and trade policies while the |

| over £200.000.000 in 1925 over 1024: that
torward under |the export value of wheat during he

ten months ending May. 1926. showed
lan | Increase of 2143.6J0.548 over the
same period in 1825; that the yieid
of Canada's farm produce In 1323
was equal m value to the yield ol =l
the coal mines 1In Great Britain; that
the western farmer 12 the richest per

| capita 1n all Canada. or in fact in any
other country; that the
of the Canadian
To
aericulture)
1,000 dollara
among the million farm-
ers of the country; that the Canad-
ian auto iz forging steadily
ahead, despite some recent prophecies
of calamity when a beneficial tariff
adjustment was made; that Canada’'s
chartered banks are handling more
checks than at any time since 1920;
that the scale of living in 1926 1= far
in advance of that which people found
more or less satisfactory 1901 3
that the dairy industry now exceeds
mineral production, with value of
£300.000.000 in 1925: that canal traffic
iz steadily increasing—1.979.623 tons
more in 1925 than in 1824 that Can-
ada stands high in per capita exports,
and that the revenur of the prairie
provinces in 1925—estimated by the
Financial Post—of $1,050,000,000, show-
ed an increase of nearly 200 millions
over the previous year.
More Evidences of Prosperity

That dominion fiscal year
showed a surplus of nearly $34.000,000,
a £22,300,000 in the
public debt marked increases ol
revenue and production in many lines;
that Canada's gold production rose
from 521500000 in 1924 1to $33.500.-
000 in 1925; that the Canadian
had. in 19825, from the point of
of income the most successful
cial its history—per
Hon. T, A
know; that our trade with
the Orient 18 steadily Increasing :
that our total trade nas jumped
£1,501,731,341 in 1921-2
1925-26. @

The Testimony of the Customs

Still more evidences ot *‘‘the stag-
gering load of depression’: The dom-
inion customs report for June, l]!ﬂl':-
stated that Canada's trade coniinues
to increase and tae bajance of exports
over imports 1s favorable.

That of Canadian cars
moved by Canadian railways has been

average
farmer ol
{ederal

-
al,.-
deputy
represents a
million

come
500 (according
minister ol

the

cdistribution of

industry

in

5 |

the last

reduction
and

Nt

west
view
finan-
¥Year In the
o1

T

E5-
timate Crervar, who

ought

LToIm

(51
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the number

1925: that the operating profits ot the
Canadian National Rallways show a
marked 1ncrease, with an operating de-
ficit of $11.500.000 converted into an
operating surplus of 534.000,000; that
both railways are spending millions
on equlpment, extensions, etc., that
3ritish Columbia's industrial payroll
| tnereased from $130,000,000 1n 1922 to
$160.000,000 1n 1925; that a successiul
vear, in 1926, 13 anticipated for the
Canadian steel 1ndustry;

That newsprint exports continuue to
increase, totaling $£102,000,000 in 1925-
26, along with nearly $50.000,000 worth
of wood pulp and $13,056.000 of pulp-
wood ;

That Canada’s investment in forest
industries has reached $650.000,000;
that there are steady Increases in
scores of other directions, such as ship-
ments of grain from Canadian ports;
that the unemployment situation In
June was better than any
month since 1820;

Iast in

from $641,144,000 tn 1924 to $T04.287,004
i 1BEG,
fricreases
Britain.

together with
of

correspondine

cattle exports to Great

Now for the evidences. |. =0 much for a few samples of for-

Let a start be made with a 1','-.15.I‘l.'l.'fll'll marching, with more to follow
samples by way of appetizers, leay- | auu witn tuller details in iater instal-
in» their amplification for l|mter | Mments. The Royal Bank of Canada
record and treatment. They are pick- | S8ya “*there 152 a more encouraging
sd -nt repdom from an OV r:"l.;_-p,‘-i-“',; putlook for Canadian business in, 18926
pigecn-nesie of copy and L'.’l.]ill‘;]n!_:;-;“:: :nun at any time within the last {ive
Thnut Canasda has st2pped abead of | Vedlsd
the Unlied States o biour eXporta- And {Tiese are "“drepgs of -:Zl-pru.=.-::~'mn.“
rion; Tthat the 1055 -:Lh-'-iltm.kJ!'['1”.'n eive us more of themn! Wateh
wealth of the country increased by | or sitlcle No. 2.

% Sl ~

and that he has never fired?’

‘He lies, doctor; it is the otndr way.

an Irishman.” chimed in Harland.
‘One!’

increasing since the end of November,

That live stock values are climbing,

mﬁwm

|
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WILCOX LAKE BRICK CO. LIMITED
RICHMOND HILL, ONT.

E—— P

Manufacturers of Marbelite Brick

W. H. LEGGE, Manager

Office Richmond Hill
Telephone 92.

Residence, Nights and Holidays

Telephone 2ri2.
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We now have a large supply of stock

in our yards and solicit your patronage.
| IF YOU ARE IN THE MARKET FOR

Builders’ Supplies, Coal, Wood,
Tile, Cement or Feed

it7will will pay you to see us before
purchasing.

BUY YOUR COAL NOW

'A large quantity on hand and prompt
delivery and first-class service
| is assured.

Langstaft Supply Co. Limited

Coal, Woad, Tile, Cement, Builders’ Supplies,
f Feed, Baled Hay and Straw.

G. H. DUNCAN, Manager.

:i Telephone Thornhill Nights, Richmend Hill 110J

T. H. Hardware
& Supplies, Limited

Phone 33. Thornhill, Ont

Motor
Oil

Sunoco
Dealers

Gasoline
Antynok

# SUPER MILEAGE

TRACTOR OIL

BINDER TWINE

o
I learn that from . childhobd he has ‘Oh!’ groaned the respectable Mr./# 6[’0 fL $17-50 per CWE 650 ft- $18-50 DEI CWL
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shot in my life.
“Your places, gentlemen.” cried | =
Drummond. Roland was at
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