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The Golden Bait
BY CHARLES KINGSTON.
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It was not often that Samuel Chil-| memories of former attempts to de-
ten was pleased with himself, for by|fraud him. He smiled as he reminded
trade he was a jeweller, and by nature| himself that there were always at
8 pessimist. But as he sat in the|least two crooks in every swindle, and
little room at the back of his shop in| that the usual procedure was for one
Kensington, London, and surveyed thiﬂr,I to prepare the way for the other.
massive gold plate he had purchasedi Captain Cairns might be all that
that morning for five hundred pounds,| he was represented to be by his man-
he could not repress a thrill at the | servant, but Samuel Chilten resolved
thought that he was certain to make that even if the officer brought a
& hundred per cent. profit. dozen generals to prove his honesty,

Five minutes later, when he had|he would not permit the gold plate to
carried it into the shop and had ar-/leave his shop until it had been re-
ranged it temptingly in the window, placed by its equivalent in hard cash.
he congratulated himself on his life- No cheques for him.
long habit of keeping eithér on hisl It was exactly half-past three when
person or at his private address a! the little bell over the door tinkled
sum in bank notes equalling half his again, and Samuel Chilten, rising
capital. The custom had many a time slowly from his chair, confronted a
enabled him to clinch a bargain be-| tall, distinguished-looking man of not
cause his rivals had been unable to more than forty, whose empty right
produce cash on the spot.  sleeve identified him at once as Cap-

Chilten wondered why Mrs. Caven-| tain Cairns.
dish had not sent for a Bond Street; “Has my man been here?” said the
jeweller, but she was very old &nd'mﬂ‘-’-fﬂmﬁ'l:- s ;
obviously in urgent need of mnney,l “Yes, sir,” answered the jeweller,
and it must have been because his quickly. “He called at three o’clock,
shop was within a couple of hundred and when he found you weren't here
yards of her house that she had given | he said he would return in half an
him the opportunity of his lifetime.!hnur. I presume I am addressing

The old jeweller did not expect to Captain Cairns?”
effect an immediate sale, knowing  The stranger ﬁ‘ﬂddEd. “I was pass-
that in these days there are very fewling your sl}np this morning,” he said,
people who ean afford to purchase a|‘“‘and I noticed the gold plate in your
thousand pounds’ worth of solid goid | window. What do you want for it?”
plate. But there was always the poss| “A  thousand pounds,” answered
sibility of disposing of it to a commit- Chilten.

. “Well, I expect it's worth it,” said
tee or club secretary in search of & Captain. Cairns. :'-s-nilins*. I don’t
n't

suitable presentation. 'want it for myself-—coul afford it,

Up to midday the only customer in fact—but my old colonel is retiring
was the purchaser of a cheap BeIvi- | at the end of next month, and we have
ette ring, and by three o'clock Chiltﬂnidecided to make a special presentation
had taken exactly eight shilling and to him. I am treasurer of the fund,
sixpence. When the jeweller saw a and as we have collected fifteen hun-
man of about thirty with a military dred ?unds lfi thimﬁ, e B afford to
bearing appear at the door, he sized_giw 20 ER o RAAYe

| “I am sure he would be pleased
him up as a borrower rather than a with it,” murmured Chilten. ‘Tt o

buyer. : : !gnl;-,x purchased by me this mérnine |
“Has Captain Cairns been here yet, [from a lady who marr ed inle a very
Bir?” asked the man, |distinguished family. She parted with
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experierce behind him!

A suggestive gilence which lasted
a couple of minutes was ended by the
arrival of the manservant.

“You're late, Simpson,” said Cap-
itﬂm Calrns, sternly, “but that doesn’t
matter now, You can help me out of
a difficulty.” Addressing the jewel-
ler, he continued: “I have just remem-
bered that my wife, who is staylng at
the Carlton Hotel, will be able to pet
me the thousand pounds in notes. Her
brother is manager of a bank in Pic-
cadilly. He lives quite near it. I will
send Simpson with a note to her, and
when he brings the cash I will settle
Ithe account with you and take away
|the plate.”
| This was move than satisTactory to
|Chllten, and he was zo delighted that
(he regretted having puspected the
bona fides of the officer.

“Nothing could suit me better, sir,”
he hastened to say. “Here are pen
and paper.” He was in the act of
handing his chair across the counter
when Captain Cairns stopped him.

“As I haven’t mastered the art of
writing with my left hand,” he said
t‘lp\:}lﬂEL‘tit‘ﬂH}f, “perhaps you wﬂi
write the message to my wife at my
dichﬂ’im], and I will put my initials
to 1t.’

“With pleasure, sir,” answered the
Jeweller, and took up the pen,

“My dear Mary,” the officer die-
tated, “by the greatest piece of good
luck I have the chance of making a
bargain. Some gold plate has been
offered to me for one thousand

ounds, cash down, and as it is exact-
vy what 1 want I have decided to buy
it. Send me one thousand pounds in
notes by bearer as quickly as you can.”
Captain Cairns read the document
through.

“Thank you,” he murmured, polite-
ly, taking the pen in his left hand
and scribbling his initials. Then he
handed it to his manservant, who hur-
ried off.

“As he is likely to be away for
quite an hour I will pay a call in the
neighborhood,” the officer remarked.
“In the meantime, you might make a
handy parcel of the gold plate so that
my man can carry it to my hotel im-
mediately you have given him the
receipt.”

“lt shall be ready for you, sir,” said
Chilten, who was certain that this was
to be the greatest day in his life.

At a quarter past four the gold
plate was lying well wrapped in the|
softest and most delicate paper, with
a strong brown covering and an in-
genious arrangement of the string to
enable it to be carried easily, and at
half-past five Samuel Chilten was
staring at the receipt he had prepar-
ed in the name of Captain Cairns. At |
six o'clock both the receipt and the
gold plate were still in the shop and
the officer had yet to re-appear; but
the jeweller was not surprised, and
when he closed for the day at seven
and the gold plate was &till in his
possession he was not anxious,

It was obvious that Mrs. Cairns had
been unable to get the cheque changed
and it was more than probable that
the reason was that her brother, the
bank manager, had not been at home
when she had called at his flat.

On the other hand, if Captain
Cairns were a crook no harm had been
done; he had been outwitted and de-
feated. Little wonder that the jewel-

into his house at a quarter to eight.
Mrs. Chilten, instead of greeting

him with the customary perfunctory

kiss, exclaimed on catching sight of |

“Who {e Captain- Cairns?” it because she has no heir, and, as

“He's my governor, answered the she explained, if it he:ame ]-:nnu_-'n
man, gravely, “and he told me to call ‘hat she had such valuable stuff in
for him at three o'clock. He men- P PGPEP.’ ”i “’:]Eld,"'”""*'””f half the
tioned before he went to lunch wr.rii;lzlh".'L ill]nﬂdﬁl‘:}ﬂti;ll:?i,”ju:‘-;a’lid Capt. Cairns.
the general that he had seen some “New, Mr. Chilten, you don't know nie
gold plate in your window which he a):d for all you kuow to the contrary
intended to buy, and which he wanted I might be no more Uaptain Cairns
me to carry to his hotel.. You see, the than a professional burglar”
captain lost his right arm in the war,| The jeweller laughed heartily. <1
though, in any case, I don’t suppose SEARLO YOI, SEIT, he c_*ud_, decisively,
he would carry the parcel himself.” | that no one would talc you for any-

him.  “Did you get the money alll
. y 0y =
right, Sam
“What money do you mean?” he |
asked, surprised but not excited. |
“Why, the thousand pounds in bank |
rotes 1 sent to you at four o’clock.” :

| The old man began to tremble, hut |
| his common sense told him that

his |
wife must be laboring under de-
lusion.

“You're joking, Mary,” he exclaim- |
ed, forcing a laugh. “Are you refer- |

ring to the five hundred pounds I

a

: ; .+ |thing but a military gentleman I am
Chilten grunted. He did not like anrr}g' to see you have lost an arm.”
the look of the manservant, m]d what | g beastly awkward,” said the|
could an Army officer want with gold 'officer, genially, “bus it micht be
plate priced at one thousand pounds? worse.” His face clouded Then he |
“If you don’t mind, sir,” sald the forced a laugh and turnel to the gold |
stranger apologetically, “I'll call back plate which the jeweller aad placed

in half an hour. You might tell the,ﬂ““}rh? Sounser-s & WY e E

captain that when you see him.” Ja 1d hlf‘-tﬁ“ 1&? ._}lusit T} ,_1.;11]1”1_!;. ,,I].'ﬂ,
The shop door closed and the jewel- TR, Sl e eny S RRLASNIC e

T T the way, have I time to run round to

S reverie f:lﬂmll-'ﬂ WItN the bank and cash a cheque "

The moment he eaid this Samuel !
After every meal

Chilten’s suspicions were reborn. He |
felt that the officer must be aware!
ithat the banks had been closed for |
|more than half an hour. He pulled
himself together and set his teeth and
waited for his would-be customer to |
thint that he must pay by cheque.
A plcasant Cheque! The old man had diffienity
andagrecable
swecl and a
l-a-.s-t-l-n-g
beneflt as
well.,
Good for| )
fteeth, bDreath [/

In repressing the desire to laugh ai
and digestion, | &

the bare suggestion. ,
“I am afraid you are too late, sir,”|
Makes the =
mext cligear B

|
'he said, eyeing Captain Cairns stead-
ily.

“What a nuisance!” exclaimed the
officer, irritably. “We were such al
merry party at-lunch that the time
slipped by without my noticing it,"”

“If you like, sir,” said the jeweller,
"I will put it in my safe and reserve

leste Detter. it for you until to-morrow. Then you
: can call and complete the transaction.” |*
It did not'surprize the ld man that
Laptain Cairns should reiect his offer
It was exactly what he expeeted.
' "I..L'! afraid hat’ 1111 thale .” ne
remarked, gravely., “] he
| '\.1‘;‘3.'1. !"- = h g = :- r:- !
l\.:.l- -_Illpl ' = ) .' . i
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laughn, What an old trick the so-calles
aptain was playing! His nretended
EL].--"- S :-:_"Tl_ _I o 3 1 - '}
;'.’.':.L"!. and Il n-used formulaz aof
: . 20 ﬂ.ﬂ—-" : 1] ! i .r- v Ty . 1 By
UMW Rz T L ER L EEATET T the twenti =0y
= e MR e T 1 shor 18Lal nensing
SIS B e T 4 _ iotreet, this specimen of the
iISEUE No :‘;——24 -_‘l.:._'-C_- capec d to hoo 1NK

took this morning to complete the lit-
tle transaction with Mrs. Cavendish? !
Why, I didn’t know that you had|
heard about it. I wis keeping it ;ll
secret until I had elinched the bar- |

L=

| pain.” |
gain.

“Your wits are wandering, Sam.” |
she said. “Do you think I don't know |
your writing after thirty vears?|
Didn’t you write a note in your shop
this afternoon telling me that you
had got the opportunity of a lifetime
and that I was to send by the bearer
of the letter a thousand pounds to pay
for some gold plate?” =

Mr. Chilten collapsed on to the
nearest chair. Through the hazy mist
and the doubts that enveloped his
brain certain figures were Torming.,
The chief fipure was that of “Captain |
Cairns” dictating the letter he had|
written. He experienced a pang in!|
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failed because t hat
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masters and their compositions.
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1s a true health soap.
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contains a wonderful health
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(The End.)
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What the Music Memory

Contest Accomplishes.
The purpose of the musie meniory

| contest is to develop the ear for good

music and teach one to appreciate the
A
yvoung child looks forward to the
prize, but at the same time he has ac-

quired benefits that will not be readily |

forgotten, while an older child works
for more definite results. In the con-
tests only the

the names of the composers,
tests are speclally beneficial to those
who do not have musle In the home;

best music is given, |
which is to be identified, together with |
The con- |

and they may be the means of awak- |

ening the latent talent of some future !

musician. The earlier in life a child

will be to appreciate good music.
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A man wrapped up in himself has
a shabby cloak.
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Highest and Lowest.

The greatest helght above sea level
is not so great as the greatest depth
that has been probed below it. Tha
summit of Mount Everest fs 29,002(t.
nigh, and the ocean bed between Guam
and Midway, in the Pacific, {a 31.81%
ft. down. Thus, from the very top Lo
the very bottom is 60,618 ft.
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Minard's Liniment for Aches and Pains
@
Take from man Hope and Sleep,
and you make him the most wretched
being on earth.
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the region of his hear: when he real.
1zed for the first tlme that the lnitials
of "'E.‘Hii'l.iilli Cairns were the Bame as

his own. Samuel Chilten and Stephen

Cairns. At the sama time he had not |
thought of it, and he had been quite
n‘[ﬂlk'im_i_-l 0O Thi.' t'mn(‘ifi{‘l‘t{"t'* 1n thi?'

Christian namesz of his wife and the
'.'11Er,':"'{ wife of Eha- r'.‘».':r.riI-'-_".
“Show me the letter,” he murmu =

feebly, and when it was

ed, placed in
his hands he read it a dozen times. !
“1 have discovered a new swindle,” |
i1 sald. but there Was no :‘J:llj.?‘:th':.E'jIL {
in his . tone, and there was even less
w all the ,attempts to_ trace the |
hank- notes: back to “Captain Cairns” |
e v
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