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class—and that

No one who has viewed this new body design has spoken of the
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truly beautiful car in the moderate price
1s the Gray-Dort.
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W. G. Baldock

Gray-Dort as other than the unquestioned style leader of its field.

For years back, of course, 1t has been the leader in point of fine
performance at low cost.
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A FRENCH EXPEDITION
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(ROSSES

2,700 MILES OF UNMAPPED DESERT

Brave Death to Explore the-Gre;t Sahara: White Men
Travel from Algiers to Dakar in 159 Days at Head of
Colonial Troops; Feat Unparalleled.

A body of men lost and undoubtedly
perished in the great wastes of the
'astern Sahara Desert, camels travel-
lug almost 400 miles without water
over blistering sunscorched plains of
eend and the unparalleled feat of tra-
vising over 2,700 miles from Algiers,
capital of Algeria, on the Mediterra-
nean, to Dakar, Senegal, in 159 days
across an unmapped desert—these are
some of the details of a French mili-
tary expedition into the heart of the
Great Sahara of northwestern Africa.

While Amundsen was starting north,
attended by considerable publicity,
and weekly bulletins told of the Bri-
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tish Royal Geographical Society’'s pre- |

parations to scale Mount Everest, a
emall contingent of French military
men in Africa were starting secretly
on an’ expedition in which failure
meant more terrible death than the
peril of the frozen north or the heart
straining climb up the world's highest
mountain.

Details of the French exploration of |

the western Sahara—that
unknown territory lving in the centre
of Africa’s western hump—have just
been given in Paris befcre the Geo-

previously !

graphical Society by Captain Augier- |

a8, a leading member
tion party.
Unexplored Centre of Desert.

A glance at the ordinary map of
Africa shows the region south of the
French eolenial states of and
Morocco, which is as devoid of life and

1 T
Algeria

of the explora- |

civilization as the bare unmarked por-
tion of the map indicates. It is the
very unexplored centre of the Great
Sahara Desert, marked by little more
than oceans of sand and burned by
the hotest of tropie suns,

The French Colonial Office required
more detailed maps of this part of the
Sahara many months ago and opened
preparations for an expedition, which,
though highly perilous, was not an-
nounced to the world until its success-
ful termination. In order to minimize
the chances of the cxpedition's failure
it was planned to start two columns of
colonial troops, each commanded by
French officers, from either end of the
route established. A
native troops from Mauritania,
French civil territory touehi

the
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lantic Coast north of Senegal, was or- |

dered to proceed in a north-easterly
direction some 600 miles to El Mzer-
reb, the watering place of El Hank, a
native sgettlement on the mnorthern
edge of the unexplained part of the
desert. This expedition was under the
command of a Major Lauzanne, a
Frenchman, who has spent most of his

miiitary life in the colonies,

Another expedition, composed of Al-

gerian troops under the command of
Captain Augieras, was ordered to pro-
ceed southwestward from Algiers and
arrive at El Mzerreb as near as pos-
sible on December 25, to make the
rendezvons with the Mauritanian col-
umn under Major Lauzanne. Tliree
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detachment of |
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platoons of native troops and a com-
missary contingent made up the com-
mand of Augieras. This officer left
Algiers on October 29 and on Decem-
ber 21 joined the Mauritanian mission
at E]l Mzerreb,

Perished in Burning Sands.

The two leaders, after a conference,
decided to start from EI Mzerreb to
the northwest, where an {important
well, named Abd-el Malek, had been
reported az the central meeting place
of roaming bands of desert bandits,
This well had never before heen visit-
ed by white men nor military forces,
and it was necessary to break the
southward course of the expedition to
explore the region.
companied the advance guards, who
reached Abd-el-Malek on December 28,
This little island in a sea of sand
proved actually to be the rendezvous
of bandits, and the advance guard cap-
tured a herd of sixty camels, which it

was later discovered had been :_atuien|
The bandits fled into |

in the Soudan.
the open desert, with the patrols in

pursuit, But the bandits rode the
fleeter ramels and escaped. In the
enthusiasm and excitement- of the

chase one patrol, composed of several
Mauritanians, went a little too far into
the desert and was nNever seen o

The joint eXxploration party remain-
ed at the well until December 30, when
a split was made,
an column to retrace its journey back

to Tabelbala and Algiers. The Mauri-
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Captain Aupgieras, starfed southward,
with an immense stretch of desert be-
tween it and safety. To traverse this
successfully—day after day over burn-
sky d an oceasional mirage to look
at—meant the suces oI tne explora-
tion. The route lay toward the pro-
vince of Senegal, tl apital of which
is St. Liouis, on the Atlanti The
terminus I ) Ty T o -

Native guides ac- |

was Dakar, the French cable station,
which lies on a small peninsula more

than a hundred miles south of St
Louis. From the well of Abd-el-Maleb
to the mnearest reported water at

Aguelt, was a distance of nearly five

Rundred miles, and to Dakar was an-

other six hundred as the erow flies.
Slimy Pool Saved Lives.

A dozen days of travel across the
sands Dbrought the party to Aguelt,
with waterskins almost empty. The
wells here were found to be entirely
dry, and the oasis had been deserted
even by the hardy desert nomads. The
situation was desperate. Calculations
told the French officer that he might
find wells to the west, The party
headed across the Maktier dunes to
the west and found wells, but still no
water. Eventually, on the seventeenth
day of wandering, and now ‘without
a drop of water, the mission reached
a well which had been reported to
them on a small oasis called Auchiche,
and there found a guantity of Very
bad water. With parched throats and
swollen lips Captain Augieras and his
followers literally fell into the slimy
pools and drank their fill. The old

| wheeZe, “How many days can a camel

| wowld
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allowing the Angeri- |

g0 without water?" was almost an-
swered, according to members of the
expedition.

Possibly two or three nore davs
have finished animals,

which had travelled steadily for
;
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teen days, covering nearly four hun-
dred miles without a drop of water,
4he human members of the expedition
likewise narrowly escaped with thelr
lives, If, by some miseaiecnlation, the
well at Aouchiche had been missed or |
had been found dr: 11§1] the mission's |
irrival, it is regarded as doubtful if
ther men o1 imals ecould have
( red a much greater distance in
search of problematical water holes
[t is highly probable that the filthy

water ¢f Aouchiche was the providen-
tial find that allowed the entire party .

to survive, !
i Ui

First Trip by White Men.

By January 19 the expedition had
reached Atar, the small desert town
in Mauritania where the French gov-
ernment maintainsg a wireless station.
After a few days’ rest here the in-
domitable Captain Eugieras started
off with a small detachment of Sene-
galese riflemen on a further expedi-
tion eastward into the little known re-
gion between the Mauritanian settle-
ments of Chingueti and Tedjik]a.

t From the sandy plateau of Tagant he

descended into the plain of Brakma,
where the Moors breed zebus, the ox-
like African beast of burden, and
sheep and goats. On March 20 the
captain had reached Senegal at Boghe,
on the Senegal River, where he was
able to acquire native canoes and
make the journev down stream to Po-
dor. From Podor the regular river
steamers carried ‘him to St. Louis, the
Senegalese capital, which he reached
on April 3, and two days later he was

at Dakar.

The perilous trip from Algiers to
Dakar was made by Captain Augieras
in 159 days, a distance as travelled of
a little more than 4.500 kilometres, or
about 2,700 miles. This is the first

that a white man has ever at-
tempted to cross the Great Desert or
to make the trans-desert trip Trom
Algeria to Senegal. The expedition
has not only emphasized the vastness
of African des reaches, but has

given the French government valuable

topographical data mever Dbefore
known. One immediate result of the

be to shorten the air-
Fraunce, Spain,
Nort Africa and Senegal. whose
main port. Dakar, i term-

of one French airline colpany.

expedition
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