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" W h e r e  is  y o u  m is t r e s s ? ”  h e  a s k e d  in  
h e r  la n g u a g e .

" I n  t h e  d r e s s in g -r o o m ,”  r e p lie d  t h e  w o ­
m a n ,  ^ h o o t in g  a  g la n c e  a t  th e  d e p a r t in g  
T r e v o r .

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  w e n t  u p  t h e  n a rr o w  
fita ire1—t h e  h o u s e s  in  C a r d ig a n  T e r r a c e  a re  
e m a i l ,  n o t  t o  s a y  p o k y — a n d  k n o c k e d  a t  
t h e  d o o r . A  lo w , c le a r  v o ic e , w ith  a  s in ­
g u l a r  m e t a l l ic  f i n g  in  i t , s a id  “ C o m e  i n ,”  
a n d  h e  e n te r e d .

T h e  r o o m  w a s  r ic h ly  b u t  g a r is h ly  fu r ­
n is h e d , t h e  a i r  w a s  th ic k  w it h  p e r fu m e —  
t h e r e  w a s  a n  o d o r  o f  c h e a p  sc e n t  a l l  o v e r  
tht> h o u se , b y  t h e  w a y ;  a n d  th e  h a n g in g s  
o f  r o s e  p in k  w ere  so ile d  a n d  sta in e d .*

A t  a  m u s lin -c o v e r e d  d r e s s in g -t a b le  s a t  
a  la d y . S h e  w a s  in  a  d r e s s in g  p e ig n o ir —  
a ls o  r a t h e r  s o ile d — o v e r  w h ic h  a  m a s s  o f  
b la c k  h a i r  h u n g  l ik e  a  t o r r e n t . S h e  w a s  
e m a i l  b u t  p r e t t y , m o r e  t h a n  p r e t t y , fo r  
n o  o n e  h a d  e v e r  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  fa c e  w ith ­
o u t  b e in g  m o r e  o r  le s s  fa s c in a t e d . T h e  
fe a t u r e s  w e re  s m a l l  a n d  e x q u is ite ly  chiB el- 
e d . H e r  e y e s  w e re  b la c k  a s  s lo e s , a n d  r e ­
m a r k a b ly  e x p r e s s iv e . T h e y  c o u ld  b e  s h a r p  
a n d  b r i l l ia n t ,  a n d  t h e y  c o u ld  be s o ft  a n d  
la n g u o r o u s , j u s t  a s  th e ir  o w n e r  c h o se . H e r  
fa c e  w a s  p a le , o f  t h a t  iv o r y  w h ite n e ss  
w h ic h  s o m e tim e s  g o e s  w it h  b la c k  h a ir .

S h e  w a s  b e a u t i f u l ly  fo r m e d , a n d  v e ry  
g r a c e f u l ,  w ith  h a n d s  a n d  fe e t  l ik e  a  f a ir y .  
I n  s h o r t , e h e  w a s  a  b e a u t i fu l  l i t t l e  w o ­
m a n , w ith  t h e  fa c e  a n d  t h e  c h a r m  o f  a  
s ir e n , a n d  w ith  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  h e a r t .

S h e  tu r n e d  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  h e r  d a r k  e y e s  
u p o n  h e r  b r o th e r  fo r  a  s e c o n d , th e n  w e n t  
o n  w ith  h e r  o c c u p a tio n , w h ic h  w a s  t h e  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  p o u d r e  d e  r iz  t o  h e r  b e a u t i ­
f u l  f a c e ;  a n d  sh e  d id  i t  w ith  t h e  d e lic a t e  
t o u c h  o f  a  sk ille d  a n d  b o r n  a r t is t .

“ W e l l ? "  sh e  s a id , a s  h e  lo o k e d  d o w n  a t  
h e r  w ith  a  s m i l e ;  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  w o r ld  
o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  t h e  w o rd .

“ A  n ew  fr ie n d  is c o m in g  t o  d in n e r , m y  
d e a r  L a u r a / '  h e  s a id .

S h e  lo o k e d  a t  h im  in  t h e  g la s s .
“ W h o  is  i t ? ”
“ A  fr ie n d  o f  T r e v o r ,”  h e  s a id . “ A  y o u n g  

fe l lo w  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  D e a n e . Q u ite  a  
b o y — a  c h a r m in g  b o y .”

S h e  m a d e  a  s l i g h t  c o n t e m p t u o u s  m o u e . 
“ A h , d o  n o t  d e s p is e  t h e  d a y  o f  s m a l l  

t h in g s ,  m y  c h a r m in g  s i s t e r !”  h e  s a id ,  
l i g h t l y .

“ I  h a t e  b o y s ! ”  s h e  e a id . “ A n d  a  fr ie n d  
o f  T r e v o r — s u lk y , a n d  s u lle n , a n d  a w k w a r d  
a s  h m is e lf ,  I  s u p p o s e ? ”

“ O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y , a  h a n d s o m e , n ic e ly  
m a n n e r e d , a n d , a s  I  h a v e  s a id , q u ite  
c h a r m i n g  b o y .”

“ H e  w ill  b e  a  c h a n g e , a t  a n y  r a t e ,”  sh e. 
feaid. “ I  a m  g e t t in g  w e a r ie d  o f  t h a t  b e a r .”  

“ T a k e  c a r e  y o u  d o  n o t  le t  t h e  b e a r  see  
i t ! ”  h e  s a id , w a r n in g ly . “ W e  h a v e  n o t  
g o t  a l l  t h e  b e a r ’s  sk in  y e t , "  m y  d e a r  
L a u r a .”  S h e  s m ile d .

“ A n d  is  t h is  b o y  c o m in g  o n ly  b e c a u s e  
y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  a  fa n c y  to  h i m ? ”  sh e  a s k ­
e d , a s  sh e  d r e w  a  t h in , e x q u is ite ly  t h in ,  
l in e  u n d e r  h e r  e y e s . “ W h a t —w h o  is  h e ? ”  

“ C r a m m in g  fo r  S a n d h u r s t ,”  h e  sa id .
S h e  s m ile d  c o n t e m p t u o u s ly .
“ X k n o w  t h e  k in d . A n  a llo w a n c e  $ £  ar 

h u n d r e d  a  y e a r , a n d  p r o m is e d  h fe  d e a i^  
g o o d  m o t h e r  d o w n  a t  t h e  p a r s o n a g e  t h a t  
l ie  w o u ld n 't  p la y . O h , I  k n o w !”

“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  h is  a llo w a n c e  m a y  
fee,”  h e  s a id . “ B u t  I  fa n c y  h e  w i l l  7 b e  
V o r t h  a  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n , m y  d e a r  L a u r a  "  
H e  to o k  u p  a  n e w s p a p e r  w h ic h  la y — t f i t h  
a  f a n  a n d  a  l a d y ’ s c ig a r e t te -c a s e — On t h e  
« o u c h . “ See h e r e !”  H e  r e a d  a lo u d :

“ T h e  G r e a t  E le c t r ic  S to r a g e  C o m p a n y  
L td .

C a p it a l ,  $500,000.
D i r e c t o r s :

L o r d  B o r r o w m o r e , I m p e c u n y  C a s tle . 
T h e o d o r e  M e r s h o n , E s q ., T h e  F ir s , L e a f -  

m o r e .
P e te r  D e a n e , E s q ., W o o d b in e s , L e a fm o r e .  
“ SeeP A  so n  o f  t h e  m a n  w h o  is  in  t h e  

e w im  w it h  T h e o d o r e  M e rs h o n  o u g h t  tb  be  
"W orth  a  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n . Y o u  a r e  lo o k in g  
fcweet t o -n ig h t , m y  d e a r  L a u r a . W h a t  a r e  
y o u  g o in g  to  w earP  T h a t  s o f t  y e llo w  
d r e s s  w it h  t h e — e r — lo w  n e c k ?  R i g h t !  H e ’ s 
a  n ic e  b o y . A  n ic e , f r a n k  b o y . T h e  s o r t  
o f  b o y  to  f a l l  in  lo v e  w it h .”

H e  p o in te d  t o  th e  g la s s ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  fa s ­
c i n a t i n g  fa c e  w a s  re fle c te d , a n d , w ith  a  
e o f t  la u g h , le f t  t h e  r o o m .

C H A P T E R  X Y X .

B o b b y  d r e s s e d  h im s e lf  w ith  m o r e  t h a n  
hiB  u s u a l  c a r e  t h a t  e v e n in g ;  s p o ile d  h a l f  
a  d o ze n  t ie s  b e fo r e  h e  c o u ld  g e t  o n e  t o  se t  
t o  h is  s a t i s fa c t io n , a n d  b r u s h e d  h is  s h o r t  
b u t  w a v y  h a ir  u n t i l  i t  sh o n e  lik e  r a w  
e i lk . I t  w a s  h is  f ir s t  in v it a t io n  t o  d in n e r  
sin c e  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  L o n d o n , a n d  h e  w a s
?tu ite  in  a  s m a l l  s t a t e  o f  e x c it e m e n t  a b o u t  

fc.
P u n c t u a l ly  a t  s e v e n -th ir ty  h e  p r e se n te d  

h im s e lf  a t  31 C a r d ig a n  T e r r a c e , a n d  w a s  
s h o w n  b y  t h e  F r e n c h  m a id  in to  a  s m a ll  
d r a w in g -r o o m . I t  w a s  t h e  u s u a l  L o n d o n  
d r a w in g -r o o m ; t h e r e  w e r e  a  g o o d  m a n y  
c o lo r s  in  i t ,  a n d  i t  lo o k e d  r a t h e r  g a y  to  
B o b b y  a f t e r  t h e  r a t h e r  s h a b b y  o n e  a t  
h o m e ; b u t  th e  c r e t o n n e  w a s  r a t h e r  d ir t y ,  
a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a n  o d o r  o f  s c e n t  a n d  c i g a r ­
e t t e s  w h ic h  r a t h e r  s u r p r is e d  h im .

T h e  d o o r  o p e n e d  a n d  M r . M o r g a n  T h o r p e  
e n t e r e d . H e  lo o k e d  v e r y  h a n d s o m e  in  
e v e n in g  d r e s s , a n d  h e  w e lc o m e d  B o b b y  
m o s t  c o r d ia l ly .

“ D e lig h te d  to  see  y o u , m y  d e a r  D e a n e ,”  
h e  s a id , w ith  h is  w in n in g  s m ile . “ T r e v o r  
is  n o t  h e r e  y e t ;  b u t  m y  s is t e r  w ill be  
d o w n  p r e s e n t ly . D id  I  te l l  y o u  t h a t  sh e  
Is  a  w id o w ?  P o o r  g i r l !  sh e  lo s t  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d  so o n  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r ia g e . I t  w a s  
n o t  a lt o g e t h e r  a  h a p p y  u n io n ; b u t  I  m u s t  
n o t  b o r e  y o u  w it h  o u r  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y ;  
su ffice  i t , t h a t  T im e  h a s  h e a le d  h e r  w o u n d  
a n d  r e s to r e d  s o m e th in g  o f  h e r  o ld  h a p p i ­
n e ss . I  t h in k  y o u  w ill  l ik e  h e r , m y  d e a r  
D e a n e . S h e  ie a  d e a r  g ir l— fo r  s h e  is  
o n ly  a  g ir l  s t i l l— a n d  a  g r e a t  c o m fo r t  a n d  
j o y  t o  m y  l i f e .”

A t  t h is  m o m e n t  th e  d o o r  o p e n e d  a n d  t h e  
g r e a t  c o m fo r t  a n d  j o y  o f  M r . M o r g a n  
T h o r p e ’s  l i f e  e n te r e d . S h e  c e r t a in ly  d id  
lo o k  o n ly  a  g ir l ,  a n d  B o b b y  w a s  s t a r t le d  
n o t  o n ly  b y  h e r  y o u th  b u t  b y  h o r  b e a u ty .  
T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  h e r  w h ic h  l i t ­
e r a l ly  to o k  th e  b o y ’s b r e a t h  a w a y .

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  h e r  fa c e  w o r e  a  p e n - 
f iv e  e x p r e s s io n , t h e  d a r k  e y e s  w ere  s o ft  
a n d  s a d , t h e  r e d  lip s  h a l f  a p a r t .  T h e  
b e a u t i fu l  d r e e s  o f  y e llo w  a c c e n t u a t e d  th e  
c le a r  w h ite n e s s  o f  h e r  sk in  a n d  t h e  b la c k  
h a i r  a n d  b r o w s . S h e  h e ld  a  b la c k  fa n  in  
p n e  h a n d  a n d  a  b u n c h  o f  w h ite  flow ers  
in  t h e  o t h e r . A lt o g e t h e r  s h e  w a s  a  v is io n  
o f  g r a c e  a n d  lo v e lin e s s  c a lc u la t e d  to  m o v e  
a  m o r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  m a n  t h a n  B o b b y  to  
w o n d e r  a n d  a d m ir a t io n .

“ T h is  is  o u r  fr ie n d  M r . D e a n e ,”  e a id  M r . 
M o r g a n  T h o r p e . “ M y  s is t e r . M rs . D a l t o n ,  
Pfftira/* _;; .

» h e  la id  d o w n  h e r  fa n  a n d  g a v e  h e r  
s m a l l  h a n d  to  B o b b y , w ith  a  sm ile  w h ic h  
sh o w e d  h e r  w h it e  e v e n  te e th  to  p e r fe c t io n ,  
a n d  e a id  sh e  w a s  g la d  to  Bee h im . C o m ­
m o n p la c e  w o r d s  e n o u g h , b u t  t h e y  s o u n d ­
e d  w o n d e r fu l  t o  B o b b y , fo r  t h e  g o d s , w h en  
t h e y  a r e  in  a  g o o d  h u m o r , a r e  w o n t to  b e  
la v i s h  ^ o f  t h e ir  g i f t s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  b e ­
s to w e d  u p o n  t h is  w o m a n  n o t  o n ly  g r a c e  
o f  fo r m  a n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  fa c e , b u t  a  s o ft  
a n d  m u s ic a l  v o ic e  w h ic h  sh e  c o u ld  p la y

o n  a s  a  s k ille d  m u s ic ia n  p la y s  u p o n  h is  
fa v o r it e  in s tr u m e n t .

‘ 'Y o u  w ill  fin d  o u r  m e n a g e  v e r y  s m a ll ,
I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t , m y  d e a r  D e a n e ,”  s a id  M r. 
M o r g a n  T h o r p e . “ W e  h a v e  t a k e n  th ?s  
h o u s e  fu r n is h e d ; a n d  t h o u g h  it  is  n o t  a l l  
t h a t  w e  c o u ld  d e s ir e , i t  is  la r g e  e n o u g h  
fo r  tw o , a n d  m y  s is t e r  a n d  I  p o sse ss  c o n ­
t e n te d  m in d s ;  t h o u g h  I  m u s t  c o n fe s s  w e  
d o  fin d  t h e  h o u s e  r a t h e r  s m a l l  a f t e r  o u r  
p a la z z o  in  F lo re n c e . I t  w a s  le n t  to  u s  b y  
o u r  d e a r  fr ie n d  t h e  p r in c e .”

H e  d id  n o t  s a y  w h ic h  p r in c e ; b u t  B o b b y  
w a s d u ly  im p r e s s e d .

“ O u r s  h a s  b e e n  r a t h e r  a  w a n d e r in g  l i f e / ’  1 
c o n t in u e d  M r . M o r g a n  T h o r p e , “ a n d  
t h o u g h  w e h a v e  m a n y  fr ie n d s  a b r o a d  w e  
h a v e  v e r y  fe w  in  L o n d o n .”

“ M r . D e a n e  w i l l  be  a  h o s t  >n h im s e lf ,
I  a m  s u r e ,”  s a id  L a u r a , v e r y  s w e e tly  a n d  
w ith  a  s l ig h t  fo r e ig n  a c c e n t , w h ic h  m a d e  
h e r  v o ic e  e e em  s t i l l  m o r e  c h a r m in g  to  
B o b b y , w h o  b lu s h e d  w ith  p le a s u r e .

T h e n  T r e v o r  c a m e  in . H e  d id  n o t  lo o k  
v e r y  m u c h  b e tte r -te m p e r e d  t h a n  w h e n  
B o b b y  h a d  p a r te d  f r o m  h im . H e  g a v e  th e  
tw o  m e n  a  n o d  a n d  a  sc o w l, a n d  g o in g  
s t r a ig h t  u p  to  L a u r a , h a n d e d  h e r  a  b o u -  
q e t .

“ G o t  th e m  c o m in g  a l o n g / '  h e  s a id ;  
“ t h o u g h t  y o u ’d  lik e  to  h a v e  t h e m ."

S h e  to o k  t h e  flo w e rs a n d . t h a n k e d  h im  
w ith  a  s m ile , a n d  h e  s a t  idow n b e s id e  h e r  
a n d  ta lk e d  in  a n  u n d e r to n e . T h e  F r e n c h  
m a id  a n n o u n c e d  d in n e r .

“ D e a n e , w ill  y o u  ta k e  in  m y  s i s t e r ? ”  
s a id  M r . M o r g a n  T h o r p e .

T r e v o r  h a d  a lr e a d y  o ffe r e d  h is  a r m , a n d  
h e  le t  i t  f a l l  t o  h is  s id e  a n d  s c o w le d  a t  
B o b b y  a s  h e  b o r e  L a u r a  o ff .

T h e  d in in g -r o o m  w a s  s m a l l ,  b u t  i t  lo o k ­
ed  v e r y  c o z y . T h e  t a b le  w a s  a n  o v a l ,  a n d  
lig h te d  b y  a  h a n g in g  la m p , c a r e f u l ly  s h a d ­
e d , w h ic h  th r e w  a  s o ft  r o s e -c o lo r e d  l ig h t  
u p o n  L a u r a ’ s e x q u is ite  fa c e . T h e  p la t e  
w a s  e le c tr o — b u t  B o b b y  d id  n o t  k n o w  
t h is — t h e  g la s s  w a s  g o o d ; t h e r e  w a s  a  p la ­
t e a u  o f  b e a u t i f u l ly  a r r a n g e d  flo w e rs  in  
t h e  c e n tr e  o f  t h e  t a b le . C h a m p a g n e  e to o d  
in  ic e  o n  th e  s id e b o a r d . T h e  d in n e r  w a s  
a  g o o d  o n e , a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  w o m a n  w a ite d  
w ith  t h e  n o is e le s s  d e x t e r it y  o f  h e r  n a ­
t io n . T h e  c h a m p a g n e  flow ed  f r e e ly , a n d  
T r e v o r  a llo w e d  t h e  m a id  t o  f i l l  h is  g la s s  
p r e t t y  fr e q u e n t ly .

H e  s a t  o p p o s ite  B o b b y  a n d  to o k  l i t t le  
o r  n o  p a r t  in  t h e  c o n v e r s a t io n , b u t  e a t  
t h e  w e l l -a r r a n g e d  a n d  d a in t y  m e a l  w ith  
a  k in d  o f  s u lle n  a p p r e c ia t io n . M o r g a n 1 
T h o r p e  k e p t  t h e  t a lk  g o in g , a n d  m a n a g ­
e d  to  g e t  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  
h is  p e r s o n a l a f fa ir s  fr o m  B o b b y . L a u r a  
s/poke n o w  a n d  a g a in , a n d  o n c e  o r  tw ic e  
a d d r e s s e d  h e r s e lf  d ir e c t ly  to  B o b b y . S h e  
t o ld  h im  o f  h e r  l i fe  o n  th e  C o n t in e n t ; o f  
h e r  lo n e lin e s s  h e r e  in  L o n d o n ; a n d  eh e  
lo o k e d  so  p e n s iv e  a n d  e a d  a n d  b r e a th e d  
su ch  a  s o ft  l i t t l e  s ig h , t h a t  B o b b y ’s  h e a r t  
t h r i l le d  w ith  p i t y — fo r  w h a t  h e  d id n ’ t  
k n o w . W h e n  sh e  w a s  s p e a k in g  t o  B o b b y ,  
T r e v o r  w a t c h e d  th e m  fr o m  u n d e r  h is  lo w ­
e re d  l i d s ;  a n d  e v e r y  n ow  a n d  th e n  h e  
g lo w e r e d  a t  L a u r a  a s  i f  h e  r e s e n te d  h e r  
a d d r e s s in g  a n y  o n e  b u t  h im s e lf .
^ M r .  T h o r p e  g r e w  s t i l l  m o r e  c h e e r fu l  a n d  
a m u s in g  a s  t h e  d in n e r  p r o g r e s s e d  a n d  th e  
c h a m p a g n e  c ir c u la t e d , a n d  B o b b y  t h o u g h t  
t h e  m e a l  t lie  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  h e  h a d  e v e r  
e iite n .

P r e s e n t ly  M r s . D a l t o n  r o s e  a n d  g a t h e r ­
e d  h e r  fa n  a n d  flo w e rs  to g e t h e r  a n d  s m i l ­
e d  s w e e tly  o n  t h e  m e n , h e r  s m i l e  r e s t in g  
lo n g e s t  o n  B o b b y .

“ D o  n o t  le a v e  m e  in  m y  lo n e lin e s s  to o  
lo n g ,”  e h e  s a i d ;  a n d  B o b b y  w o u ld  h a v e  
l ik e d  t o  h a v e  g o n e  w it h  h e r  t h e r e  a n d  
th e n .

M r . M o r g a n  T h o r p e  g o t  s o m e  p o r t  a n d  
s o m e  c ig a r e t t e s . B o b b y  f e l t  s o m e h o w  
t h a t  h e ’d  h a d  e n o u g h  w in e  a n d  d e c lin e d  
t h e  p o r t , b u t  M o r g a n  T h o r p e  in s is te d , a n d  
fille d  h is  g la s s .

“ G o o d  w in e , t h o u g h  I  s a y  i t , m y  d e a r  
D e a n e . I t  c a m e  fr o m  t h e  c e l la r s  o f  m y  
d e a r  o ld  g r a n d fa t h e r , t h e  e a r l .”  H e  d id ­
n ’t  s a y  w h ic h  e a r l .  “ I t  is  th e  o n ly  t h in g  
l  a m  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  f r o m  h im , a l a s ! ”  

S o m e t h in g  l ik e  a  sn e e r  p a s s e d  o v e r  T r e ­
v o r ’ s t h ic k  l ip s  a s  h e  fille d  h is  b u r g u n d y  
g la s s  w ith  “ th e  e a r l 's ”  p o r t . A s  h e  d r a n k ,  
a n d  h e  fille d  h is  g la s s  s e v e r a l t im e s , a  
f a i n t  flu sh  r o s e  to  t h e  p a l lo r  o f  hiB  
c h e e k s , a n d  h is  e y e s  b e g a n  to  g lo w  w ith  
a  s u lle n  f ir e ; b u t  h e  d id  n o t  t a l k ,  a n d  
s a t  t w is t in g  h is  g la s s  a b o u t , h is  e y e s  
s h i f t in g  fr o m  o n e  m a n ’ s fa c e  to  t h e  o t h e r .

W i t h  th e  p o r t  a n d  c ig a r e t t e s , M r . M o r ­
g a n  T h o r p e  b e c a m e  a  s t i l l  m o r e  d e lig h t ­
fu l  c o m p a n io n . H e  e e e m e d , to  B o b b y , to  
h a v e  b e e n  e v e r y w h e r e , a n d  t o  k n o w  e v e r y ­
t h in g . H e  w ae fu l l  o f  r e m in is c e n c e s  a n d  
a n e c d o te s . I t  w a s , “ I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  a  t h in g  
t h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  w h en  I  w & s t r a v e l ­
in g  in  H u n g a r y  w it h  t h e  D u k e  o f  S e ltz -  
b e r g ,”  o r  “ a  r e m a r k a b le  t h in g  o c c u r r e d  
to  m e  w h e n  I  w a s  e t a y in g  w it h  t h e  p r in c e  
a t  t h e  M a r q u is  o f  G o o d w in ’ s e h o o t in g -b o x  
in  A y r s h ir e .”  A n d  h e  to ld  a l l  th e se  fa b u ­
lo u s  s to r ie s  eo  m o d e s t ly  a n d  w ith  su ch  
a n  a i r  o f  t r u t h , t h a t  B o b b y  c o u ld  n o t  b u t  
b e lie v e  h im .

T h e  s o u n d  o f  a  p ia n o  f lo a te d  o u t  t o  th e m  
fr o m  t h e  d r a w in g -r o o m , a n d , a s  i f  i t  w ere  
a  s ig n a l— w h ic h  i t  w a s — M o r g a n  T h o r p e  
e a id , w ith  a  w is t fu l  g la n c e  a t  th e  de­
c a n t e r  :

“ W e  o u g h t  t o  jo in  m y  s is t e r . W i l l  y o u  
t a k e  so m e  m o r e  w in e , m y  d e a r  f e l lo w s ? ”  

B o b b y  s h o o k  h is  h e a d , b u t  T h o r p e  f i ll ­
ed  T r e v o r ’ s g la s s  a g a in , a n d  T r e v o r  t o s s e d  
t h e  w in e  o ff  a s  i f  i t  w e re  w a te r .

T h e y  w e n t  in to  th e  d r a w in g -r o o m .  
L a u r a  lo o k e d  o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e r  a t  B o b b y  
w ith  a  s m ile , a n d  B o b b y , a s  i f  d r a w n  t o  
i t ,  m a d e  s t r a ig h t  fo r  t h e  p ia n o . S h e  h a d  
a  w o n d e r fu l  t o u c h , a n d  p la y e d  l ik e  a n  
a r t is t e . B o b b y  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  su c h  m u ­
s ic . S h e  p la y e d  C h o p in ; a  s o f t  a n d  s e n ­
su o u s  n o c tu r n e  w h ic h  fille d  t h e  s m a l l ,  p e r ­
fu m e d  r o o m  w ith  a n  e x q u is ite  m e lo d y .

“ W o u ld  y o fi  l ik e  s o m e  c a r d s ? ”  a sk e d  
M o r g a n  T h o r p e  in  a  c a s u a l  w a y , w h e n  
t h e  n o c tu r n e  w a s  o v e r . “ T r e v o r , D e a n e ,  
w h a t  d o  y o u  s a y P ”

“ I  d o n ’ t  c a r e ,”  s a id  T r e v o r . “ Y e s , i f  
y o u  l i k e .”

“ T h o se  h o r r id  c a r d s !”  s a id  L a u r a , t u r n ­
in g  w ith  r a is e d  b ro w s  a n d  a  l i t t l e  m o u e  
o f  d is g u s t  to  B o b b y . “ I  h o p e  y o u ’ r e  n o t  
fo n d  o f  c a r d s , M r . D e a n e !  I  t h in k  t h e y  
a r e  so  t ir e s o m e .”

“ I  d o n ’t  c a r e  a  b i t  a b o u t  t h e m ,”  s a id  
B o b b y . T h e n , w ith  a  b o y is h  d e s ir e  t o  see m  
a  m a n  o f  t h e  w o r ld , h e  a d d e d ; “ O f  c o u r s e  
I  p la y  s o m e tim e s — w h is t  a n d  lo o .”

“ D o n ’ t p la y  t o -n ig h t ,”  e h e  s a id  in  a  lo w  
v o ic e . “ I f  y o u  w ill  n o t , I  w i l l  s in g  to  y o u ;  
a n d  y o u  c a n  t a l k  w h ile  th e  o t h e r s  a re  
p i a y i n f . M r . T r e v o r  ie  d e v o te d  to  c a r d s .”  

B o h h y  f lu sh e d , a n d  w a s  sp e e c h le s s .
“ A h , w e l l ,”  s a id  M r . M o r g a n  T h o r p e , “ i f  

D e a n e  d o e s n ’t  c a r e  a b o u t  i t ,  y o u  a n d  I  
w ill  h a v e  a  h a n d  a t  e c a r te , T r e v o r .”

o p e n e d  t h e  o a r d -t a b le  a n d  g o t  th e  
c a r d s , ftud th e  tw o  m e n  s a t  d o w n  a n d  
c o m m e n c e d  to  p la y .

“ Y o u  s a id  y o u  w o u ld  Bing fo r  m e ,”  s a id  
B o b b y ,

“ A n d  I  w ill k ee p  m y  p r o m is e ,”  s h e  ea id . 
S h e  s u n g  a s  p e r fe c t ly  a s  sh e  p la y e d . H e r  

v o ic e  w a s  n o t  s t r o n g — a  lo u d  v o ic e  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  t o o  m u c h  fo r  t h e  s m a ll  r o o m  
— b u t  i t  w a e  e x q u is ite ly  sw e e t, a n d  m a n a g ­
e d - w e l l ,  a s  a r t i s t ic a l ly  a s  w ere  h e r  e y e s , 
h e r  s m ile , h e r  c o m p le x io n .

S h e  e u n g  a n  A r a b  h u n t in g  e o n g , a n d  
B o b b y  c o u ld  h e a r  t h e  th u d  o f  t h e  h o o fs  
u p o n  t h e  s a n d , c o u ld  fe e l t h e  b r e a t h  o f  
t h e  s iro c co  u p o n  h is  c h e e k .

“ S in g  s o m e th in g  e ls e ,”  h e  s a id .
S h e  n o d d e d  a t  h im , s m ile d , a n d  s u n g  a  

T u s c a n  lo v e  s o n g . I t  w a s  so  e x q u is ite , so  
m o v in g , t h a t  B o b b y ’s  y o u n g  a n d  u n s o ­
p h is t ic a te d  h e a r t  b e a t  n in e te e n  t o  th e  
d o ze n .

T h e  c h a m p a g n e  a n d  t h e  p o r t ,  t h e  a ir  
h e a v i ly  la d e n  w ith  p e r fu m e , t h e  fa s c in ­
a t io n  o f  t h is  b e a u t i fu l  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e , w e re  
m o u n t in g  t o  h is  b r a in . H e  b r e a t h e d  h a r d .

“ T h a t  w a s  b e a u t i f u l ,”  h e  s a id . “ W h a t  
a  lo v e ly  v o ic e  y o u  h a v e . I  c o u ld  l is t e n  to  
y o u  a l l  n ig h t .”

“ B u t  I  s h o u ld  b e  s o  t i r e d !”  s h e  m u r m u r ­
e d , w it h  a  l i t t l e  p la in t iv e  s m ile . “ A h !  
b u t  n o !  I  lo v e  to  s in g  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  lik e  
to  h e a r  m e , w h o  lo v e  m u s ic ;  a n d  I  k n o w  
y o u  lo v e  i t , M r . D e a n e .”

U n d e r  t h e  s p e ll o f  h e r  v o ic e , B o b b y ’s 
h e a d  w h ir le d . H e  c o u ld  n o t  s p e a k . Bhe  
r o se  f r o m  th e  p ia n o .

“ L e t  u s  see h o w  t h e y  a r e  g o in g  o n ,”  sh e  
s a id .

L ig h t  a s  a - t h is t le d o w n  e h e  s e e m e d  to  
B o b b y  to  f lo a t  a c r o s s  th e  r o o m . S h e  w e n t  
b e h in d  T r e v o r , a n d  le a n in g  h e r  h a n d  u p ­
o n  h is  s h o u ld e r , in  a  w a y  t h a t  se e m e d  t o  
B o b b y  v e r y  fr ie n d ly  a n d  g ir l i s h , s a id , 
g a y l y :

“ A r e  y o u  w in n in g ? ”
T r e v o r  lo o k e d  u p  a t  h e r  w ith  a n  a r d e n t  

lo o k  in  h ie  s m a l l  e y e s .
“ YeB, a t  p r e s e n t ,”  h e  s a id , n o d d in g  a t  

a  p ile  o f  m o n e y  b e e id e  h im .
“ I  a m  s o  g l a d ! ”  sh e  s a id . “ I t  is n o t  v e ry  

s is t e r ly ,  b u t  I  l ik e  M o r g a n  t o  lo s e .”
“ H e  d o e s n ’t  lo s e  o f t e n ,”  r e m a r k e d  T r e ­

v o r , g lu m ly .
S h e lo o k e d  a t  h is  c a r d s , a n d  r a is e d  h e r  

h a n d  to  th e  le f t  s id e  o f  h e r  h e a d , a n d  
s tro k e d  t h e  s o f t  b la c k  h a ir .  M o r g a n  
T h o r p e  g la n c e d  a t  h e r  h e s i t a t in g ly . S h e  
r e p e a te d  th e  a c tio n .

“ I ’l l  g o  y o u  d o u b le  t h is  h a n d , i f  y o u  
l ik e ,”  h e  s a id , c a r e le s s ly .

S h e  b e n t  o v e r  T r e v o r  e o  t h a t  t h e  s o ft  
t e n d r i ls  o f  h e r  h a ir  to u c h e d  h ie  r e d  h e a d .

A VERY CHIC GOWN.
Designed by Poiret, Paris.

Model of blue and -white striped 
silk crepe with red flowers. The 
gown is in one piece, with short 
skirt.

H e  lo o k e d  u p  a t  h e r  w ith  a  su d d e n  flaBh, 
a n d  a n s w e r e d  a t  r a n d o m  :

“ E h ?  O h , y e s ;  i f  y o u  lik e . T h e r e , I ’ve  
l o s t ! ”  h e  s a i d ;  a n d  h e  la u g h e d  d ie c o rd -  
a n t ly  a s  h e  p u s h e d  t h e  s t a k e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
ta b le .

A  fr e s h  h a n d  w a s  d e a lt ,  a n d  L a u r a  r e ­
m a in e d  b e h in d  T r e v o r . S o m e t h in g  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  m a t t e r  w ith  h e r  h a ir  t h a t  
n ig h t , Tor h e r  w h ite  h a n d  w e n t u p  to  it  
a n d  s m o o th e d  it  v e r y  o ft e n , n o w  o n  t h e  
r i g h t  s id e , n o w  o n  th e  le f t ,  a s  s h e  b e n t  
o v e r  h im . H e  p la y e d  w i ld ly ;  t h e  flu sh  o n  
h ie  f a c e  g r e w  r e d d e r , h is  e y e s  g la n c e d  u p  
a t  h e r  b e a u t i fu l  f£ c e  w ith  a  k in d  o f  s u p ­
p r e s s e d  a n d  s u lle n  p a s s io n . H e  lo s t  t h e  
s m a ll  h e a p  o f  m o n e y  b e sid e  h im , a n d  th e  
p ile  a t  M o r g a n ’s e lb o w  g r e w  la r g e r . M o r ­
g a n  T h o r p e  s tr o k e d  h is  m o u s ta c h e . A s  
i f  i t  w ere  a  s ig n a l—w h ic h  i t  w a s —s h e  w en t  
b a c k  to  B o b b v . w h o  h a d  b ee n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  
a  p h o t o g r a p h  a lb u m  in  w h ic h  h e r  p o r ­
t r a i t  a p p e a r e d  fr e q u e n t ly .

“ A n d  so  y o u  a r e  g o in g  in to  t h e  a r m y ? ”  
sh e  s a id . “ H o w  I  e n v y  y o u  b e in g  a  m a n ! ”  

T h e r e u p o n , B o b b y  w a s  le d  t o  t a lk  o f  h ie  
p r o s p e c ts . S h e  lis t e n e d  to  h im  w ith  h e r  
s o f t  b la c k  e y e s  fixed  o n  h is  fa c e  w ith  a n  
e x p r e s s io n  o f  s y m p a t h y  a n d  l ik in g . S h e  
w e n t t o  th e  p ia n o  a g a in  a n d  s u n g  t o  h im  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s ;  b u t  b e tw e e n  t h e  s o n g s  sh e  
f lit te d  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m  a n d  le a n e d  o v e r  
T r e v o r , h e r  h a n d  u p o n  h is  sh o u ld e r  a s  b e ­
fo r e . A n d  a s  b e fo r e , h e r  h a n d  w a n d e re d  
t o  h e r  h a ir .

S t r a n g e  t o  s a y , w h e n e v e r  sh e sto o d  b e ­
h in d  h im  T r e v o r  lo s t .

A t  la s t  h e  r o s e  w it h  a d is c o r d a n t  la u g h  
a n d  s o m e t h in g  lik e  a  m u ffle d  o a t h .

“ I ’v e  lo s t  a l l  t h e  c o in  I ’v e  g o t ,  T h o r p e / ’ 
h e  s a id . “ H e r e ’ s a n  I .O .TJ . fo r  t h e  r e s t .”  

H e  flic k e d  t h e  I.O.TJ. a c r o s s  t h e  t a b le .

Ontario
Veterinary
College

To ro n to  and u n d «r  tbr. con tro l of 
th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f A g r ic u ltu re  
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When through 
age the bodily 
functions become sluggish

Na-Dru-Co Laxatives
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• ‘ ‘Y o u ’v e  h a d  b a d  lu c k , m y  d e a r  b o y ,”  
s a id  M o r g a n  T h o r p e , p le a s a n t ly . “ A h ,  
w e l l ;  th e  b e a u t y  o f  c a r d s  is , t h a t  w h a t  
y o u  lo s e  o n e  d a y  y o u  w in  t h e  n e x t .”

“ O h , is  itP ”  s a id  T r e v o r . “ I  d o n ’ t  find  
i t  so . I ’m  g o in g .”

H e  w e n t  u p  t o  L a u r a , a n d , d r a w in g  h e r  
a s id e , ta lk e d  to  h e r  in  a  lo w  v o ic e . S h e  
lis t e n e d  w ith  a  p e n s iv e  s m ile — th e  n o n -  
c o m m it t a l  s m ile  w h ic h  a  w o m a n  k n o w s  
h o w  t o  m a n a g e  so  w e ll— t h e n  sh e  g lid e d  
a w a y  fr o m  h im  t o  B o b b y .

“ I  h o p e  y o u  w ill  c o m e  to  se e  u s  o f t e n ,”  
sh e  sa id  in  a  lo w  v o ic e .

B o b b y  tr ie d  to  m u r m u r  h is  t h a n k s .
T h e  F r e n c h  m a id  a p p e a r e d  w ith  a  s p ir it-  

s t a n d . B o b b y  h a d  s o m e  w h is k y , th o u g h  
h e  d id n ’ t  w a n t  i t ;  h e  a ls o  a c c e p te d  a  b ig  
c ig a r ,  t h o u g h  h e  d id n ’t  w a n t  t h a t .  H is  
b r a in  w a s  in  a  w h i r l ;  h is  b r i g h t  e y e s  w ere  
f la s h i n g ; ,  h is  h e a r t  w a s  beam ing fa s t .  
L a u r a  w a s  s t a n d in g  b e s id e  h im , s m il in g  
u p  a t  h im  w ith  a  f r ie n d ly , a lm o s t  a  lo v ­
in g , sm ile .

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)
 -------------

VALUE OF COATS.

Butt of Our Jokes One of the Most 
Useful of Animals.

Somewhere the legend exists that 
the goat was created by the devil, 
which, perhaps, is justified by the 
animal’s pernicious activities and 
his fondness for things not enjoyed 
by any other living creature. In 
ancient times the honor of being 
sacrificed to Bacchus was conferred 
upon it, and in modern times the 
goat, no matter how venerable, is 
honored, when presented on the 
dining table, by being given the 
name of one of the most docile ani­
mals known. From time immemor­
ial has the animal been used as 
the butt for jokes in comic' papers, 
and there have been few who have 
shown a willingness to espouse the 
cause of this really useful but ma- 
linged member of the animal king­
dom.

At last a champion has been found, 
one who comes forth boldly, with­
out fear of criticism, and tells of 
the unsuspected value of the goat 
and proclaims that the animal is 
more satisfactory and profitaible 
ae a milk producer than a cow. A 
physician of Buffalo, with the ap­
propriate name of Dr. W. Sheldon 
Bull, roused by the base insinua­
tions and injustice done the “ poor 
man’ s cow,”  says that instead of 
having our cows tested for tuber­
culosis or worrying ourselves to 
death for fear our dairyman, de­
spite his solemn oath, has not made 
the tests he should have made, why 
not obtain our milk from an animal 
that could not have tuberculosis if 
it tried. He calls the goat “ the 
only dairy animal immune to tuber­
culosis.”  He believes the virtues 
of goat milk and the ease of ob­
taining it are too little known in 
this country, and he is applying 
himself to the task of filling this 
need long existent, but apparently 
not sufficiently felt.

Anybody can* keep a goat, Dr. 
Bull tells us, and everybody ought 
to. From a hygienic point of view 
it is argued that the owners of these 
hardy little creatures may enjoy 
greater advantages than does the 
possessor of a pampered, pedigreed 
cow of the most fashionable breed. 
It is well known that goat’s milk is 
richer, more nutritious and more 
easily digested than cow’s milk, 
and as a diet for children and inva­
lids it is stated by the most emin­
ent physicians to be unsurpassed.

SNUFF AT A POUND.

The Best Quality Is Manufactured 
In Portugal.

A m illionaire snuff m anufacturer 
sat in his $6,000 au tom obile.

“ And so,”  he laughed, “ you 
think snuff-taking is dying out, eh 1 
You think tho isnuffmaker’ s trade is' 
extinct, like that of the armorer I 
Well, you’ re off—off, off.

“ Snuff-taking increases. I  sell 
m ore snuff to -day  than I  ever did . 
The Chinese, especia lly  since the 
abolition  of opium  sm oking am ong 
them , have taken  up snuff.

“ B u t the rich Chinese, the man-* 
darins, d o n ’ t  get their snuff from  
m e. N o, they get it  from  Portugal* 
from  fam ilies ow ning  secret, old-! 
tim e recipes, who charge as muchj 
for  their exqu isite  m elangc3 as 
and $900 a pound.

“ This snuff the Chinaman age 
like wine. He carries it abou 
with him in priceless bottles of 
jade, of agate and rock crystal. He 
hands it about only at state ban­
quets.

“ This P ortu ga l snuff, a t $900 a' 
pound, is th e  best. The w orst is 
the snuff o f  Sm yrna, which is  made 
o f  25 per cent, w alnut saw dust, ten1 
per eent. brow n earth , five per 
cent, ox ide  o f lead and 60 per cent, 
c igar stum ps.”

Sober, Yet Is Alcoholic.
Liverpool (England) physicians 

are interested in a case of a travel­
ling salesman who shows every sign 
of alcoholic poisoning, although a 
teetotaler. His illness is ascribed 
to excessive drinking of beef tea 
and other meat extracts, and phy­
sicians believe this indicates that 
nitrogeneous stimulants have an ef­
fect on, the system similar to that 
of alcohol./

How to Remove Speck From Eye.
The quickest and safest way of 

removing a particle from the eye is 
described by Hugh Wrigley, of 
Philadelphia, in a letter to Popular 
Mechanics. He says that when 
working at an emery wheel a specl 
of steel flew into his eye, where-j 
upon a fellow workman felt along] 
the lapels of his coat until he found! 
a protruding horsehair. This hej 
pulled forth and formed it into a.’ 
loop by folding it double. The eye^ 
lid was turned back over a pencil  ̂
the speck of steel was found and re< 
moved by drawing the loop of horse­
hair over it. This is painless and; 
cannot injure the most sensitive  ̂
eye.

_  ■- - -   ■-

^  S U G A R
A S  Y O U  L I K E  I T

F IN E  G r a in  S u g a r
To havo every m in  Alike,- \ 

o f deia at le ft, efich choice - 
extra Oran uiatad W hite  pure e*ne ( 
sugar, get the St. Xy^nwrenoo in  
bays, w ith  red tag— ioolhs,, » 5 lbA., V 
20 lba.

M ED IU M  G r a in
In  tbo bags of 8t. Lawrence 

“ Medium. Orain" —  blue t u n  —  
everpjrraia Is choicest | 
sugar, about sl*> of a seed 
every one pur* cane sugar.

COARSE Grain
? Many people prefsc the coarser 

tarn. TUe 8t, I.awreoee Green 
ift  BMurea ev^ry grain adlathict 

oryetai, ea«li about toe sire of a 
•mall diamond, and almost as 
bright, but quickly meltod into 
pure sweetness.

Yoar groeer's wholesaler has 
the exact style you wan*-

ante
^a*d  quantity a lt gu ar.

SL Lawrence Sugar Rettnerles 
limited, Montreal.


