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H e r  G r e a t  L o v e ;

Or, A Struggle For a Heart

C H A P T E B  X I V .  (C o n t ’d ).

H e  d r e w  it  a w a y  s h a r p ly ,  a n d  h ie  l ip s  
t w it c h e d ,  th e n —a s  sh e  l o o k e d  a t  h im  h a l f  
s t a r t le d  b y  h ie  su d d e n  gp.**tm<e—h e  s l id  h is  
h a n d  b a c k  a n d  la id  i t  o n  h e r  a rm .

“ Y o u —y o u  f o r g e t  a l l  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  
f o r  m e , D e c im a .”  H e  b i t  h is  l ip .  “ I  b e g  
y o u r  p a r d o n .  M iss  D e a n e !  T h e  n a m e  s l ip ­
p e d  o u t .  I —I  h e a r  y o u r  b r o t h e r  a - c a l l in g  
y o u  s o —so  o f t e n . "

“ B u t  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r ? "  sh e  a s k e d , s m i l ­
in g  a t  h im  in n o c e n t ly .  “ W h y  s h o u ld n ’t 
y o u  c a l l  m e  D ecd m a , i f  y o u  lik e P  I t  is 
b e t t e r  th a n  M iss  D e a n e . A n d  D e c ie  is  
b e t t e r  s t i l l . "

H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  s t e a d i ly ,  h ’ « l ip s  c o m ­
p r e s s e d . S h e  w a s  t o r t u r in g  h im , a n d  a l l  
s o  in n o c e n  ,).y I

“ I ’m  a f r a id  t h a t —t h a t  i t  w o u ld n ’t  b e  
q u it e  t h e  t h i n g , "  h e  s a id .  “ B u t— w e ll, y o u  
m u s t  l e t  m e  th in k  o f  y o u  a s ’ ’—th e  n a m e  
B eem ed  t o o  d e a r ,  t o o  s a c r e d  t o  b e  s p o k e n — 
“ a s  D e c ie — s o m e t im e s ."

A s  h e  w a lk e d  u p  w ith  th e m  t o  T h e  
W o o d b in e s —h e  g a in e d  a n o t h e r  h a l f  h o u r  
w it h  h e r  b y  d o in g  so—h e  g a v e  s o m e  k e y s  
t o  B o b b y .

“ U se  a n y t h in g  t h e r e  a s  i f  i t  w e re  y o u r  
o w n ,"  h e  s a id , in  a  c a s u a l  w a y . “ T h e  w o ­
m a n  c o o k s  v e r y  f a i r l y ,  a n d  c a n  m a n a g e  a  
l i t t l e  d in n e r - p a r t y ; i t ’ s m o r e  c o m fo r t a b l e  
t h a n  d in in g  a t  t h e  c lu b .  Y o u 'l l  w r i t e  t o  
m e  f o r  a n y t h in g  y o u  w a n t ."  A n d  s o  o n ,  
a n d  B o b b y  c o u ld  o n l y  s t a m m e r  h is  
th a n k s .

D e c im a  s a id  n o t  a n o t h e r  w o r d ,  b u t  a s  
h e  w is h e d  th e m  g o o d -b y e ,  s h e  g a v e  h im  
h e r  h a n d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  h im  w it h  a l l  h e r  
g r a t e f u l  s o u l  in  h e r  l o v e ly  e y e s .

H e  t o o k  t h e  lo o k  h o m e  w it h  h im —i t  
h a u n t e d  h im  a s  h e  s a t , s m o k in g  e n d le s s  
p ip e s ,  in  th e  c h a i r  sh e  h a d  b o u g h t  f o r  
h im .  I t  f o l l o w e d  h im  t o  h is  r o o m , w h e re , 
h a v i n g  d is m is s e d  H o b s o n , h e  s t o o d  w ith  
h e r  r ib b o n  in  h is  h a n d .

“ I  a m  a  f o o l ! "  h e  sa id . “ I  a m  l iv i n g  in  
a  f o o l ’ s p a r a d is e ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  w a k e  p r e ­
s e n t ly  t o  f in d  m y s e l f  in —th e  o t h e r  p la c e . 
I ’ l l  b u r n  th is . Y e s ;  I ’ l l  b u r n  it—a n d —a n d  
t r y  t o  f o r g e t  h e r . "  H e  h e ld  t h e  p o o r  l i t ­
t l e  r ib b o n  to  t h e  c a n d le —b u t  d r e w  i t  b a c k  
w ith  s o m e th in g  l ik e  a  m o a n  o n  h is  l ip s .  
T h e  r ib b o n  s le p t  o h  “h is  h e a r t  t h a t  n i g h t ' 
— a n d  e v e r y  n i g h t ;  a n d  h is  h e a r t  e a id  t o  ’ 
i t :  “ I  l o v e  h e r —I  lo v e  h e r ! "  a n d  t h e  r i b ­
b o n  m u r m u r e d  b a c k ,  “ I  k n o w  i t . "

C H A P T E R  X V .
I n  th e  m o r n in g  h e  c u r s e d  h is  f o l l y .  W a s  

t h is  th e  w a y  t o  f o r g e t  h e r ?  T o  b r o o d  in  
t h e  s o l i t u d e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  h o u s e  o v e r -  h is  
s e c r e t  l o v e ?  A f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  h e  c a m e  t o  a 
s u d d e n  r e s o lu t io n .  H e  w o u ld  g o  in t o  s o ­
c i e t y ;  h e  w o u ld  m e e t  t h e  p e o p le  h e  h a d  
a v o id e d ,  see  f r e s h  fa c e s ,  “ d iv e r t  h ie  m in d /*

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  h e  h a d  o u t  h is  m & il 
p h a e to n  a n d  p a i r  a n d  d r o v e  r o u n d  p a y ­
in g  c a l ls .  T h e  C a tte r m o le s , th e  P e t te r -  l o o k  in  th e m . S h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  Z o o  
g i l l s ,  a n d  a l l  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e m  r e c e iv e d  , a n d  th e  y o u n g  l io n ,  th e  s w i f t  o u t s t r e tc h -  
h im  w ith  g r e a t ,  a n d  s c a r c e ly  c o n c e a le d  i in g  o f  h is  a r m  t o  s a v e  h e r ,  t h e  s o u n d  o f  
j o y .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  h im  r a t h e r  a b s e n t -  j t h e  r e n t  c l o t h .  T h e  l io n  h fcd  t o r n  h is  
m in d e d  a n d  g r i m ;  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  o n l y  t o o  a r m , t h e n !  F o r  a  m o m e n t  s o m e th in g  
d e l ig h t e d  t o  h a v e  h im  in  a n y  m o o d . H e  b e a t  in  h e r  h e a r t ,  a  p u ls a t io n  w h ic h  al* 
c a m e  b a c k  w e a r ie d  t o  d e a th , a n d  in  a  m o s t  d e p r iv e d  h e r  o f  b r e a th .  S h e  l o n g e d  
v e r y  b a d  h u m o r ;  a n d  in  a  fe w  d a y s  - t h e j  t o  t a k e  t h e  a r m  a n d  p r e s s  h e r  l ip s  t o  th e  
u s u a l  in v i ta t io n s  p o u r e d  in . H e  a c c e p t e d  j b la c k  m a r k s ;  f o r  h e  h a d  g o t  th e m  in  sa v -

“ I  a m  p le a s e d  t o  h e a r  i t , "  h e  s a id .  
T h e r e  w a s  a  s i le n ce .

H is  h e a r t  w a s  b e a t in g  w ith  t h e  j o y  o f  
b e in g  n e a r  h e r ,  t h e  d e l ig h t  o f  h e a r in e  h e r  
v o ic e  a g a in .  T h e y  r e a c h e d  th e  b r id g e  
w h ic h  s p a n n e d  t h e  n a r r o w , r ip p l i n g  r iv e r ,  
a n d  t h e y  s t o p p e d  a n d  l e a n e d  o n  th e  r a i l ,  
l o o k in g  a t  t h e  s t r e a m .

“ I  a m  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a  b i g  d in n e r , ”  h e  
s a id . “ I  h a v e  t o  f e e d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  fe d  
m e , n o t  w is e ly  b u t  t o o  w e ll. I  w a n t  y o u  
to  c o m e ."

D e c im a  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d  a n d  sm ile d .
“ O h , I  d o n ’t th in k  e o , "  s h e  s a i d . “ B o b b y ’ s 

n o t  h e r e ,  y o u  k n o w , a n d  fa t h e r — a n d  f a ­
t h e r  w o u ld  b e  l o s t  in  a  b i g  p a r t y .  H e 
n e v e r  g o e s  a n y w h e r e .  N o , I  d o  n o t  th in k  
I  w il l  c o m e , t h a n k s ."

“ I  w a n t  y o u  t o , "  h e  s a id . “ I t  w il l  b e  
t h e  o n l y  t h in g  t h a t  w il l  m a k e  i t  t o le r ­
a b l e . "  H e  p a u se d . “ T h e  M e rs h o n e  w il l  
c o m e , I  h o p e .  Y o u  k n o w  t h e m ? "

“ O h , y e s , "  sh e  s a i d  u n s u s p ic io u s ly .  “ W e  
see, m o r e  o f  M r . M e r s h o n  th a n  e v e r .  H e 
is "  a lw a y s  a t  T h e  W o o d b in e s .  F a th e r  a n d  
h e  a r e  e n g a g e d  in —w e ll ,  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
w h a t  i t  i s ;  b u t  t h e y  s p e n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l 
o f  t im e  p o r i n g  o v e r  p a p e r s .  A n d  M rs . 
S h e r b o r n e  is  o f t e n  th e r e .  I  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  
d r i v in g  w ith  h e r  s e v e r a l  t im e s .  I t  h a s  
b e e n  r a t h e r  d u l l  la t e ly .  I  s u p p o s e  I  m is s  
B o b b y ,"  s h e  a d d e d , in n o c e n t ly .

H o  g la n c e d  a t  h e r .
“ W e ll ,  t h e  d in n e r -p a r t y  m a y  a m u se  

y o u , ”  h e  s a id . “ I  h a t e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  i t ;  
I  s h a l l  h a t e  i t  w o r s e  i f  y o u  w i l l  n o t  
c o m e ."

“ I  w il l  c o m e  i f  y o u  w is h  it  so  m u c h , o f  
c o u r s e ,"  sh e  s a id , w ith  a  s im p l i c i t ly  t h a t  
s m o t e  h im . “ O h , lo o k  a t  t h o s e  w a te r -  
l i l i e s ! "  sh e  e x c la im e d ,  p o in t in g  to  a  b u n c h  
f lo a t in g  n e a r  th e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w a te r .

“ I ’ l l  g e t  y o u  s o m e ,"  h e  sa id .
H e  w e n t  o f f  t h e  b r id g e  a n d  k n e l t  o n  th e  

b a n k , a n d  s l ip p e d  b a c k  h is  c o a t  a n d  s h ir t ­
s le e v e s  f r o m  h is  l e f t  a r m . D e c im a  w a s  
w a t c h in g  h im  w it h  a  s o f t  s m ile  in  h e r  
e y e s . I t  w a e  n ic e  t o  h a v e  m e t  h im ,  t o  
see  a n d  h e a r  h im —a l t h o u g h  h e  s e e m e d  so 
g r im  a n d  s t e r n .  T h e  d a y  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  
g r o w n  b r ig h t e r ;  a n d  y e t  th e  su n  h a d  b e e n  
s h in in g ,  j u s t  a s  i t  w a s  n o w , w h e n  s h e  
m e t  h im .

S u d d e n ly , a s  h e  p lu n g e d  h is  a r m  in t o  
th e  w a te r  a n d  d r e w  u p  t h e  l i l i e s  b y  t h e ir  
l o n g  s te m s , s h e  c a u g h t  B igh t o f  s o m e  
b la c k  m a r k s  o r  s c a r s  o n  t h e  b a r e  flesh .

“ W h a t  a r e  th o s e  m a r k s  o n  y o u r  a r m ? "  
s h e  a s k e d . ‘

H e  w a s  b u s y  c u t t in g  th e  B tem s, a n d  w a s  
o f f  h is  g u a r d  f o r  a  m o m e n t .

“ O h , n o t h in g , ”  h e  s a id ,  p u l l in g  d o w n  hiB 
s le e v e . “ C a u s t ic  m a r k s .  I  g o t  a  s c r a t c h ' 
o r  t w o  f r o m  a  y o u n g  l i o n — T h e r e  a r e  
th e  l i l ie s .  L e t  m e  p u t  the|n in  y o u r  b a s -

S lie  s t o o d  s to c k  s t i l l ,  th e  b lo o d  r u s h in g  
t o  h e r  fa c e  a n d  th e n  a w a y  f r o m  i t  a g a in ,  
h e r  e y e s  f ix e d  o n  h is  f a c e  w ith  a  s t r a n g e

t h e m  o n e  a n d  a l l ,  a n d  w e n t  t h e  r o u n d  o f  
t h e  d in n e r -p a r t ie s  a n d  f e s t iv i t ie s  w h ich , 
a l l  t o o  p a lp a b ly ,  h a d  b e e n  g o t  u p  in  h is  
h o n o r .  A n d  h e  d id  h is  b e e t  t o  b e  a g r e e ­
a b le ,  a n d , h a r d e r  s t i l l ,  t o  b e  a m u s e d  a n d  
“ d iv e r t e d ."  T h e r e  w a s  a  la r g e  f a m i ly — 
m o s t ly  g i r l s —a t  t h e  C a t te r m o le s ',  a n d  
t h e y  w e re  a l l  m a d  o v e r  h im . G a u n t  w a s 
t h e  s o r t  o f  m a n  t o  c a t c h  a  g i r l ’ s f a n c y .  
T h e y  r a v e d  a b o u t  h is  g o o d  lo o k s ,  h is  d is ­
t in g u is h e d  m a n n e r s ,  h is  t r a v e l s  a n d  a d ­
v e n t u r e s —h is  v e r y  g r im n e s s — f o r  s o m e ­
t im e s  w h e n  h e  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l ly  
b o r e d ,  G a u n t  w a s a lm o s t  a s  g r im  as  
d e a t h —w a s  v o te d  a n  a d d e d  c h a r m ;  a n d  h is  
r e p u t a t io n  f o r  w ild n e s s —w e ll ,  w h e n  w o­
m e n  c e a s e  t o  b e  w o m e n , a n d  o n ly  th e n , 
w il l  t h e  w ic k e d n e s s  o f  m a n  lo s e  i t s  fa s ­
c in a t io n  f o r  th e m .

H e k e p t  a w a y  f r o m  T h e  W o o d b in e s ,  a n d  
a v o id e d  t h e  v i l la g e  w h ile  h e  w a s  g o in g  
t h r o u g h  h is  c o u r s e  o f  “ d iv e r s io n "  a n d  
m a k in g  th e  a t t e m p t  t o  f o r g e t  h e r . B u t  
in s t e a d  o f  f o r g e t t i n g  h e r ,  h is  m in d  d w e lt  
o n  h e r  d a y  a n d  n ig h t .  S h e  c a m e  u p o n  
h im  a s  h e  s a t  a t  a  b ig  d in n e r -p a r t y ,  a n d  
h e  w o u ld  la y  d o w n  h is  k n i f e  a n d  fo r k  a n d  
l o o k  s t r a ig h t  b e fo r e  h im  w it h  a n  e x p r e s ­
s io n  o f  a b s t r a c t io n  w h ic h  n o t  se ld o m  
s t a r t le d  t h e  l a d y  w h o  s a t  b e s id e  h im , a n d  
t o  w h o m , a  fe w  m in u t e s  b e fo r e ,  h e  h a d  
s e e m e d  a l l  a t t e n t io n .

H e  a v o id e d  D e c im a . B u t  o n e  d a y  h e  
m e t  h e r  c o m in g  t h r o u g h  th e  v i l la g e .  H e 
w a s  r id in g  a lo n g ,  h is  h e a d  b e n t  g lo o m ily ,  
t h e  d o g s  r u n n in g  s i le n t ly  a t  h is  h e e ls — 
h o w  q u ic k  th e  d o g s  a r e  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  a n d  
h a r m o n iz e  w ith  t h e i r  m a s t e r 's  m o o d s !— 
a n d  h e  s a w  D e c im a  c o m in g  t o w a r d  h im . 
S h e  h a d  a  s m a ll  b a s k e t  o n  h e r  a r m , f o r  
sh e  h a d  b e e n  v i s i t in g  s o m e  o f  h e r  s ick  
p e o p le .

A s  h e  r a i s e d  h is  e y e s , s o m e th in g  B h ot 
t h r o u g h  h is  h e a r t — a  d u ll ,  a c h in g  p a in — 
f o r  h e  t h o u g h t  sh e  lo o k e d  p a le  a n d  s a d . 
B u t  h e r  s w e e t  f a c e  b r ig h t e n e d  a s  sh e  sa w  
h im ,  a n d  h e r  e y e s  d a r k e n e d  w ith  p le a s ­
u r e  a s  h e  s t o p p e d  a n d  r e g a r d e d  h e r  a w k ­
w a r d ly  a n d  in  s i le n c e , f o r  th e  s ig h t  o f  h e r  
u n n e r v e d  h im .

“Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  in  th o s e  c o t t a g e s  a g a in .  
T h e r e  is  m e a s le s  o r  s o m e th in g ,  i s n ’t  
t h e r e ? "  h e  s a id , b y  w a y  o f  g r e e t in g .

“ O h , y e s ;  b u t  I 'v e  h a d  t h e  m e a s le s  l o n g  
a g o . A n d  t h e y ’r e  n e a r ly  o v e r  n o w , y o u  
k n o w . B u t  y o u  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  in t o  th e  v i l ­
l a g e  la t e ly ,  h a v e  y o u ? ”

“ N o ,”  h e  s a id ,  lo o k in g  a w a y  fr o m  h e r . 
“ I —h a v e  b e e n  b u s y —”

“ I  k n o w ,”  sh e  sa id , q u ic k ly .  “ W e  h a v e  
h e a r d  o f  y o u r  v i s it in g  a n d —a n d  d in in g  
o u t ;  a n d  I  a m  so  g l a d . ”

“ G la d !  W h y ? "  h e  a s k e d , m o o d i ly .
“ O h , b e c a u s e  i t  m u s t  b e  s o  p le a s a n t  f o r  

y o u , ”  sh e  s a id .
“ P l e a s a n t ! "  h e  s a id , g r im ly .
“ I s n 't  i t ? ”  e h e  s a id .  “ I  t h in k  i t  m u s t  b e  

t o  m e e t  n e w  a n d  n ic e  p e o p le .  A n d  i t  w a s  
so  d u l l  f o r  y o u  a t  th e  H a ll— a l l  a lo n e ,  a n d  
s e e in g  n o  o n e . "

“ I t  w a s  n o t  d u l l , ”  h e  s a id , t r y in g  to  
e p e a k  m o r e  c h e e r fu l l y ;  “ a n d  i f  y o u  th in k  
t h a t  a  c o u r s e ' o f  d in n e r -p a r t ie s  is  p r o v o ­
c a t iv e  o f  p le a s u r e — A h , w e l l ! "  H e  l o o k ­
e d  r o u n d . “ I s  e v e r y t h in g  g o i n g  o n  a l l  
r ig h t ? ”  h e  a s k e d , a s  h e  w a lk e d  b e s id e  h e r .

D e c im a  n o d d e d  b r ig h t ly .  S h e  h a d  been  
p a le  a n d  s a d  a  m o m e n t  o r  t w o  a g o —h e  w a s 
s u r e  o f  it. W a s  sh e  p le a s e d  t o  see  h im ?

“ O h , y e s ;  w e  h a v e  g o n e  o n  j u s t  a s  i f  
y o u  w e r e  h e r e . M r. B r i g h t  w a n te d  t o  a sk  

*y ou  a b o u t  t h i n g s ;  b u t  I  b e g g e d  h im  n o t  
t o  w o r r y  y o u ,  b u t  t o  l e t  y o u  g o  o n  e n ­
j o y i n g  y o u r s e l f . "

“ T h a n k s ! ”  h e  s a id ,  t h r o u g h  h is  c lo s e d  
te e th . “ T h a t  w a s  v e r y  k in d  o f  y o u . ”

^ n jo y i n g  h i m s e l f !
“ Y e s , M r. B r ig h t  a g r e e d  w ith  m e . H e  is  

s o  d e l ig h t e d  a t  y o u r  g o in g  o u t  so  m u c h ."  
“ O h , h e  i s ? "
“ A n d  d id  y o u  h e a r  f r o m  B o b b y ? "
"VpS." h f  said.

'■ WrCt«s file  s u ch  a  l o n g  le t t e r .  A n d  
h e  t o ld  m e  a l l  a b o u t  y o u r  r o o m s . T h e y  a re  
b e a u t i f u l ,  h e  s a y s , o n l y  m u c h  t o o  h a n d - 

' s o m e  a n d  r i c h  f o r  h im . A n d  h e  is  s o  
p r o u d  n f^ je in g  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h a t  fa s h io n ­
a b le  o l a S B n d  I  w a s  t o  t r y  a n d  t h a n k  y o u ,  
b e c a u s e  n e v e r  c o u ld .  H e s a y s  h e  is  
w o r k in g  b i r d ,  b u t  h a v in g  ‘ s u c h  a  g o o d  
tim e.’ "  v:i

in g  h e r . T h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o n  h e r  
a r m  in s te a d  o f  h is .  H e r  e y e s  g r e w  h o t ,  
a n d  f il le d  w it h  te a r s ,  a n d  t h e  f ir s t  t h r i l l  
o f  l o v e  r a n  t h r o u g h  h e r  v e in s . T r o u b le d ,  
p e r p le x e d ,  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  th is  f e e l in g  
w it h  a l l  a  g i r l ’ s in s t in c t iv e  d r e a d  o f  p a s ­
s io n , sh e  h e ld  o u t  t l ie  b a s k e t ;  th e n , as  
s o o n  a s  h e  h a d  p la c e d  t h e  l i l i e s  in  i t ,  sh e  
t u r n e d  h e r  h e a d  a w a y .

“ I  m u s t  g o ! "  sh e  e a id .  “ I t  is  la t e ,  a n d  
—  G o o d -b y e !"  a n d  s h e  l e f t  h im  s u d d e n ly ,  
h e r  w h o le  b e in g  q u iv e r in g .  H e  h a d  n o t  
seen  h e r  fa c e —h e  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  w ith  
t h e  l i l i e s — a n d  h e  s u s p e c te d  n o t h in g  o f  th e  
e m o t io n s  w h ic h  h a d  s w e p t  o v e r  h e r  y o u n g  
h e a r t .

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  B o b b y  w a lk e d  in t o  th e  
O r ie n t—w a lk e d  w ith  t h e  fcense o f  p r o u d  
p o s s e s s io n  w h ic h  th e  y o u n g  m a n  fe e ls  in  
h is  f ir s t  c lu e . H e  m a d e  h is  w a y  th r o u g h  
th e  im p o s in g  h a l l ,  w it h  i t s  s o le m n  p o r t e r  
a n d  s t a t e ly  f o o tm e n , in t o  th e  h a n d s o m e  
s m o k in g -r o o m , a n d  , l i g h t in g  a  c ig a r e t t e ,  
t o o k  u p  a  p a p e r ;  n o t  t o  r e a d ,  b u t  a s  a 
s c r e e n  f r o m  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  l o o k  a t  th e  
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  w h o  w e re  p r e s e n t ;  f o r  
B o b b y  w a s  a  s t r a n g e r ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  
b e lo n g e d  t o  th e  O r ie n t  w a s  o f  in t e r e s t  to  
h im . H e  k n e w  s o m e  b y  s ig h t ,  o r  f r o m  
t h e i r  p h o t o g r a p h s  d i s p la y e d  in  t h e  sh o p  
w in d o w s — f o r  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  fa m o u s  m e n  
in  th e  c lu b —a n d  h e  w a s  w o n d e r in g  w h e ­
th e r  h e  s h o u ld  g e t  t o  k n o w  a n y  o f  th em  
p e r s o n a l ly ,  w h e n  tw o  m e n  e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  
th e  g r e a t  g la s s  d o o r s .

B o b b y  l o o k e d  a t  th e m  c u r io u s ly .  O ne 
w a s  a  t a l l ,  f a ir ,  v e r y  f a i r  m a n , w it h  a  
c le a n -s h a v e n  fa c e ,  f r a n k - lo o k in g  b lu e  
e y e s , a n d  l ip s  w e a r in g  a  p e c u l ia r ly  p le a s ­
a n t  a n d  w in n in g  s m ile .  T h e  o t h e r  w a s  a 
y o u n g e r  m a n —o f  B o b b y ’ s a g e —w ith  r e d  
h a i r  a n d  a  p a le  fa c e .  H e  w a s  p la in ,  b u t  
t h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  o f  s u p p r e s s e d  f o r c e  
in  t h e  r a t h e r  s u l le n - lo o k in g  fa c e  w h ic h  
w a s  n o t ic e a b le .  H is  e y e s  w e re  s o m e w h a t  
b lo o d s h o t ,  a n d , a s  h e  lo o k e d  fr o m  s id e  t o  
s id e , t h e y  h a d  a  s u g g e s t io n  o f  f e r o c i t y ,  
o f  s a v a g e n e s s  h e ld  in  c h e c k  b y  t h e i r  o w n - 
e r  w h ic h  m a d e  th e m  s t il l  m o r e  r e m a r k ­
a b le .

B o b b y  t o o k  a  s e c o n d  g la n c e  a t  h im ;  
th e n , w ith  a n  e x c la m a t io n ,  r o s e  t o  h is  
fe e t .  F o r  h e  h a d  s u d d e n ly  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  
y o u n g  m a n  as a  f e l lo w  s c h o o l - f e l lo w .

“ H a llo o *  T r e v o r ! "  h e  s a id ,  h o ld in g  o u t  
h is  h a n d . *

T h e  y o u n g  fe llo w  e y e d  h im  w ith  a 
f r o w n  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  th e n  h e  s a id ,  w it h ­
o u t  a n y  g r e a t  d i s p la y  o f  j o y :

“ H a llo o ,  D e a n e !  D id n ’t  k n o w  y o u  w e re  
in  t o w n ? "

“ N o ,”  6 a id  B o b b y  in  h ie  b r i g h t  w a y . 
“ I t ’ s a  l o n g  t im e  s in c e  w e  m e t .”

“ N o t  s in c e  w e  l e f t  t h a t  b e a s t ly  R u g b y ,"  
s a i d  T r e v o r ,  g lo o m ily .  “ A re  y o u  s t a y in g  
u p  f o r  a n y  t im e ? ”

“ F o r  a  m o n t h  o r  t w o ,”  s a id  B o b b y .
T h e  f a i r  m a n  s t o o d  lo o k in g  a t  th e m  w ith  

a  p le a s a n t  s m ile  in  h is  b lu e  e y e s  a n d  o n  
h is  w e ll-c u t  l ip s .

“ A  m e e t in g  o f  o ld  f r ie n d s ,  T r e v o r ? ”  h e  
s a id  in  a  s o f t  m u s ic a l  v o ic e .  “ W i l l  y o u  
in t r o d u c e  m e , m y  d e a r  f e l l o w ? "

T r e v o r  g lo w e r e d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  a t  th e  
t h i c k  T u r k e y  c a r p e t  a s  i f  h e  h a d  a  g r u d g e  
a g a in s t  i t ;  th e n  h e  s a id , s u l le n ly :

“ I t ’s  a n  o ld  s c h o o l - f e l lo w  o f  m in e ,  M r. 
D e a n e . T h is  is  a  f r ie n d ,  D e a n e —M r. 
T h o r p e ,  M o r g a n  TJaorpe.”

M r. M o r g a n  T h o r p e  h e ld  o u t  h is  h a n d  
w ith  a  w in n in g  sm ile .

“ D e lig h t e d  t o  k n o w  a n y  f r ie n d s  o f  T r e ­
v o r ’ s ,”  h e  s a id .  “ A n d  v e r y  g la d  t o  f in d  
y o u  a r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  o l d  c lu b ,  M r. 
D e a n e .”

T h e re  w a s s o m e t h in g  f la t t e r in g  in  th e  
s p e e ch  a n d  its  m a n n e r  w h ic h  m a d e  B o b b y  
flu s li w ith  p le a s u r e .

“ A n d  w h a t  a r e  y o u  d o in g —j u s t  o n  
p le a s a n t  v is it  t o  th e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ? "  a s k ­
e d  M r. T h o r p e .  “ S h a ll  w e  s it  d5W ft, T r e ­
v o r ?  M r. D e a n e , w il l  y o u  j o i n  u s  in  a  
d r ; J5k  f ”  v

B o b b y  s a id  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  c o ffe e ,  a n d  it 
w a s  b r o u g h t  in  in  c o m p a n y  w ith  t h e  s o d a  
a n d  w h is k ie s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e n .

“ I ’m  g r in d in g  f o r  S a n d h u r s t .”  sa id  
B o b b y .

“ A h , I  e n v y  y o u ! "  s a id  M r. T h o r p e  in  
t h e  sa m e  f la t t e r in g  w a y . “ N o th in g  l ik e  
th e  s e r v ic e .  I  w a s  in  it  f o r  s o m e  yea ra .'*

“ W h a t  r e g im e n t ? "  a s k e d  B o b b y ,  w h o  o f  
c o u r s e  k n e w  h is  A r m y  L is t  b y  h e a r t .

“ N o t  a n  E n g lis h  o n e ,  a l a s ! "  e a id  M r. 
T h o r p e ,  b la n d ly .  “ I  w a s  in  f o r e ig n  se r ­
v ic e . A  f r e e  la n c e ,  M r. D e a n e , a  fre e  
la n c e .  I  h a v e  m y  b r e v e t  c o lo n e n c y —b u t  
o f  c o u r s e  I  d o n ’t  u se  i t  h e r e .  I  a m  a 

I c iv i l ia n  in  E n g la n d ;  b u t  o v e r  t h e r e — "
H e s m ile d  a n d  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s .

' B o b b y  w o u ld  h a v e  a s k e d  w h e r e  “ o v e r  
t h e r e "  w a s , b u t  d id n ’ t  l ik e  to .

“ D e a n e —D e a n e  P L e t  m e  see , a r e  y o u  o n e  
o f  th e  D e a n e s ,o f  L e a m in g t o n ? "  c o n t in u e d  
M r. T h o rp e .  *

“ N o ,"  s a id  B o b b y ;  “ I  l iv e  a t  a  p la c e  
c a l le d  L e a fm o r © .”

“ Ah, I ,  k n o w  t h e  D e a n e s  o f  L e a m in g t o n  
v e r y  w e ll. L e a fm o r e ? "  H e  s h o t  a  s w if t  
g la n c e  f r o m  h is  b lu e  e y e s  a t  B o b b y .  
“ L e a fm o r e  in  D o w n s h ir e ?  I ’v e  heard o f  
i t .  N o w , w h a t  s h a l l  w e  d o ?  W h a t  d o  
y o u  s a y  t o  a g a m e  o f  p o o l ? "

B o b b y  h a d  t o  c o n fe s s  t h a t  h e  d id n ’ t  
k n o w  b i l l ia r d s .

“ N e v e r  t o o  la t e  t o  le a r n ,  m y  d e a r  f e l ­
l o w '!"  s a id  M r. T h o r p e .  “ I ’ m  a  d e u c e d  b a d  
p la y e r  m y s e l f  o r  I ’d  t e a c h  y o u ;  b u t  T r e ­
v o r  is  a  f ir s t -c la s s  p e r f o r m e r  w it h  th e  
s t ic k  a n d  t h e  s p h e r e s . C o m e  On, T r e v o r ,  
a n d  g iv e  u s  b o t h  a  l e s s o n ."

T r e v o r  g o t  u p  w ith  a  k in d  o f  r e lu c t a n c e ,  
a n d  t h e y  w e n t  in t o  t h e  b i l l ia r d - r o o m . T r e ­
v o r  a n d  T h o r n e  p la y e d ,  a n d  B o b b y  t o o k  
h is  f ir s t  le s s o n —in  m a r k in g .  T h o r p e  p la y ­
e d , a s  h e  s a id , in d i f f e r e n t ly ;  a n d  a p p e a r ­
ed  t o  t a k e  m o r e  in t e r e s t  in  c h a t t in g  w ith  
B o b b y  t h a n  in  t h e  g a m e . H e  t a lk e d —w e ll ,  
B o b b y  t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  m e t  a  m o r e  
c h a r m in g  m a n , o r  o n e  m o r e  fra 'h k  a n d  
c a n d id ,  a n d  r e a l ly ,  a lm o s t  c h i ld - l ik e —in 
h is  g e n ia l  s im p li c it y .  In  th e  c o u r s e  o f  an  
h o u r  B o b b y  f e lt  a s  i f  h e  h a d  k n o w n  M r. 
M o r g a n  T h o r p e  f o r  y e a r s .  T r e v o r  s a id  
l i t t le ,  b u t  p la y e d  w ith  a  k in d  of* m o o d y  
a b s o r p t io n ,  a n d  m a d e  s o m e  s p le n d id  
b r e a k s .

P r e s e n t ly  M r . M o r g a n  T hO Tpe g la n c e d  
a t  h is  w a tch .

“ I  s a y !  t im e —t im e !  D e a r  m e , h o w  
q u ic k ly  i t  h a s  f low n . T h a t ’ s th a n k s  t o  
y o u ,  D e a n e ."  H e h a d  d r o p p e d  t h e  “ M r ."  
a l r e a d y ,  w h ic h  w a s  r e a l ly  v e r y  f r ie n d ly  
o f  h im . “ W e  m u s t  b e  g o in g ,  T r e v o r .  W e  
d i n e  e a r ly ,  y o u  k n o w . O h . b y  t h e  w a y , 
D e a n e , I  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  I  c o u ld  p e r s u a d e  
y o u  t o  w a iv e  c e r e m o n y  a n d  c o m e  a n d  d in e  
w ith  'u s '— I  m e a n  m y  s i s t e r  a n d  m y s e lf — 
a n d  T r e v o r  o f  c o u r s e .  W e  s h a l l  b e  q u it e  
e n  f a m il le ,  y o u  k n o w , a n d  I  c a n  a s s u r e  
y o u  t h a t  m y  s i s t e r  w il l  b e  v e r y  p le a s e d  
t o  see y o u .  A  f r i e n d  o f  o u r  d e a r  T r e v o r  
h a s  t h e  s u r e s t  p a s s p o r t —e h ,  T r e v o r ? "

T r e v o r  d id  n o t  r e s p o n d  w it h  a  s m ile  t o  
th e  s m ile ,  b u t  g la n c e d  a t  B o b b y ,  a n d  th e n  
s u l le n ly  m a d e  a  r e d  h a z a r d .

“ T h a n k  y o u , "  s a id  B o b b y ..  “ I  s h a l l  b e  
v e r y  p le a s e d ."

“ N o w , t h a t ’s  v e r y  g o o d  o f  y o u , "  s-aid M r. 
M o r g a n  T h o r p e ,  g r a t e f u l l y .  “ W e  d in e  a t  
s e v e n -th ir ty .  E a r ly ,  i s n ’t  ' i t ?  B u t  y o u  
w o n ’ t  m in d  j u s t  o n c e  in  a  w a y .  M y  s is t e r  
—w e ll ,  m y  s is t e r  is  r a t h e r  d e l ic a t e ,  a n d  
g o e s  t o  b e d  e a r ly .  S e v e n -th ir ty .  H ow  
s tu p id  o f  m e !  I  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  a d ­
d r e s s ."

H e  t o o k  a  c a r d  f r o m  h is  c a s e  a n d  g a v e  
i t  t o  B o b b y ,  w ith  a  c h a r m in g  s m ile .  T h e  
c a r d  b o r e  t h is  i n s c r i p t i o n :

“ M r. M o r g a n  T h o rp e ,
31 C a r d ig a n  T e r r a c e ,  S .W ."

B o b b y  fcu t  th e  c a r d  in  h is  p o c k e t ,  s a id  
h e  w o u ld  b e  p u n c t u a l ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  m e n  
l e f t  t h e  c lu b .

W h e n  t h e y  g o t  o u t s id e ,  T r e v o r  s a id , 
g l o o m i l y :

“ W h y  t h e  d e v i l  d id  y o u  a s k  h im  t o  d i n ­
n e r ?  I t  w a s n 't  n e c e s s a r y .  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
m u c h  o f  h im —a n  o ld  s c h o o l - fe l lo 'w ."

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  s m ile d .
“ M y  d e a r  fe llo w , t h a t ’ s n o  r e a s o n  w h y  

y o u  s h o u ld n ’t  k n o w  m o r e  o f  h im . I ’v e  
t a k e n  a  f a n c y  t o  h im —h a v e  in d e e d . B e ­
s id es , h e  w il l  b e  a  p le a s a n t  a d d it i o n  t o  
o u r  p e t i te  p a r t i . ”

M r. T h o r p e  h u m m e d  a  b r i g h t  l i t t l e  a ir ,  
a n d  T r e v o r  m u t t e r e d  s o m e th in g  u n d e r  h is  
b r e a t h .  T h e y  w a lk e d  t o  C a r d ig a n  T e r r a c e ,  
a n d  T h o r p e  s t o p p e d  o u t s id e  N o . 31.

“ N o  u s e  a s k in g  y o u  t o  c o m e  in , I  su p ­
p o s e ? ”  h e  sa id , b la n d ly .

T r e v o r  lo o k e d , w ith  a  k in d  o f  s a v a g e  
w is t fu ln e s s ,  u p  a t  t h e  w in d o w s , th e n  s h o o k  
h is  h e a d .

“ N o . I  s h a l l  b e  th e r e  a t  s e v e n - t h ir t y ."
“ S o  l o n g ,  th e n , d e a r  b o y , ”  s a id  T h o r p e ;  

a n d  h e  w e n t  u p  th e  s te p s  a n d  r a n g  th e  
b e ll.

T h e  d o o £  w a s  o p e n e d  b v  a  m a id -s e r v a n t ,  
a  m id d le -a g e d  w o m a n  w it h  th e  u n m is t a k ­
a b le  fa c e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a  F r e n c h  w o m a n . 

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d . )

W h y  d o e s n 't  t h e  ta k e

NA-DRU-CO Headache Wafers *
T hey atop a headache promptly, yet da not contain any  
the dangerous drugs oommon In hcadaohe tablets. Ask your 
Drufglat about them. 25a. a  box.

W A N T E D - M° r© Work®r«
. . .  _ “ •* P ro o e e e . S im p le , m e c h a n ic a l  w o r k ,  r a p i d ly  d o n e . A l l  p a V

te r n e  fu r n is h e d .  P o e l t l r e l y  n o  e x p e r ie n c e  r e q u ir e d .  W e  f u r n is h  t h e  P r o o o s s  a n d  
c h e m ic a ls  a n d  e u p p ly  y o u  vrith  p i c t u r e !  t o  o o lo r ,  w h ic h  y o u  r e t u r n  t o  u s . G o o d

you oontract and the prices we Day. 
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" A  w om an,”  says an observer o f 
the sex , “ has as much excitem ent 
in getting  her fortu n e  to ld  as a 
man has in m aking h is .”

A' STRANGE TRADE.

Manufacture of Bogus Pro-Historic 
Tools and Relics.

In  the low  cou n try  a b ou t E ly, a  
tow n w ithin 72 m iles o f  L on don , 
E n g., th ere is carried  on  a  flour­
ishing industry  which the w orld  in 
general know s litt le  ab ou t. T h is is 
the m anufacture o f  bogu s prehis­
tor ic  im plem ents and relics. The 
w orkers a t  this trade are know n 
as “ k n appers,”  o r  flint clippers, 
and they  use the same too ls  and 
work in  m uch the sam e m ann er as 
the men o f  the N eolith ic  age.

T he knapper o f  E ly, says H ar­
p er ’ s W eek ly , finds his m aterial 
ready to  hand in th e  extensive 
strata o f  flint ly in g  am id the chalk 
beneath the su rface. Shafts are  
sunk d irect t o  the floorstone, and 
from  these bu rrow s are  m ade in to  
the chalk. This m ining is a ll done 
in the m ost prim itive fashion, as 
the m en, fo r  th e  m ost part, w ork 
singly, w ithout fe a r  o f  syndicates 
or corn ers . Each has his ow n 
claim , his ow n w orkshop. Quite 
often , though, h e  em ploys help -’ n 
getting his wares, ready for  m arket.

The claim  is ab ou t a  m an ’ s length 
and three feet w ide. G enerally  he 
digs dow n  abou t 35 feet, and thence 
in a  horizontal o r  (slanting line, as 
best suits his purpose. H is p ick  is 
shaped like a  figure seven, and he 
goes dow n  th e  shaft by toeh oles, as­
cending  by the sam e m eans. His. 
w orkshop, like his m ining, is also 
prim itive, being a  rude, cheap shed 
in his garden, the on ly  fittings o f 
which are a b lock  o f  o a k  tree  trunk, 
rather sm aller than a  bu tch er ’ s 
b lock , a  seat, a  little  stove to  dry 
the flint, pails and som e o ld  tin 
cans.

I t  m ight be supposed that flint­
locks w ent o u t o f  use ab ou t the 
close  o f  the R evolu tion ary  W ar, but 
these knappers still find the steadi­
est and m ost im portan t branch o f 
th eir  industry the supplying o f  
flints fo r  th is  o ld -fash ion ed  fire­

arm .
W here d o  these relics o f  bygone 

days go ? T o m ake m uskets fo r  the 
negroes in  A fr ica . Som e are sh ip­
ped t o  South A m erica  and China. 
As yet th ere  has been no declin e  
in the dem and. A nother odd  ship­
m ent was m ade du ring  the Boer 
W a r, when 14,000 tinder flints were 
sent to  B ritish  t r o o p s 's o  th at they

cou ld  get light when w et ruined/ 
the m atches. ,

“ Rem ains o f  the N eolith ic a g e ,” i 
now to  be 'found in  m any museums, 
and private  co llection s, w ere man-j 
u factured by this little  community] 
in E ngland. They con sider theie 
business en tirely  legitim ate, andin ; 
a  way it  is, fo r  it  is  th e  shrew d, un­
scrupu lous m iddlem an who sells fofl 
a  g ood ly  p r ice  these va lu ab le  an-j 
tiques to  th e  in nocen t. A  grea t 
m any schools and pu b lic  education-1 
al institutions are  supplied  by thess1 
knappers, and , w hether the ob ject^  
are  known to  be im itations o r  not, 
they are  much m ore  valu ab le  thaw 
d iagram s o r  illustrations in  th e1 
teach ing  o f h istory  and geology , t 

 *  -

The coo in g  stops with the honey-4 
m oon, bu t the b illin g  goes bn f o r - j . 
ever.

Y ou  w ould  p robab ly  be surprised 
if  you  knew how  m uch good  has 
com e o u t o f  you r  m istakes.

CUMren 
Need Segar

Pure sugar is  neoessory to health
of young or oidi Good home-made 
candy, sogar Oti porridge, fru it  o r  
b re a d —n o t  e a f y  p le a s e s  b u t 
stimulates,
Buy St. Lawrence Extra Granulated 
in bag3 and be sure o f the finest 
pure cane sugar, untouched by hand 
from factory to your kitchen.

Bags ioo lb.*., »a lbs., x  lbs., 
Cartons 5 lbs., a lbs.

iFU Lt, W E I G H T  G U A R A N T E E D .
S o ld  b y  b e s t  d e a l e r s .  1

tt. laureate Sussr Reflnerlss, Ll»i!»d, -  F.ontreal.

jV/TAKE certa in  o f  co m p le te  su ccess  in y o u r  co n cre te  w o rk  
* * b y  a lw ays using

Canada Portland cement
W e  are supplying Canadian fanners with the highest quality of Portland Cement it is possible 
for human skill to make.
W e  have reduced the price of Canada Portland Cement until it is within your reach for practically 
every purpose. It i* the only building material that is not increasing in cost.

Be sure to ask for C a n a d a  

Cement, in bags.
Canada Cement Company Limited, Montreal

I f  tou have not received a free copy of “ What the fanner can do with Concrete," njrite our Information 
Department and get one. It's a complete practical concrete encyclopedia. •


