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H e r  G r e a t  L o v e ;

Or, A Struggle For a Heart

\> \  C H A P T E R  X I .— (C o n t 'd ) .

T h e r e  s e e m e d  n o  s i n g le  s p o t  in  t h e  r o o m  
O n  W h ich  t h e  e y e  c o u ld  r e s t ;  i t  w a s  a l l  
c o lo r ,  a n d  g l i t t e r  o f  s i lv e r  a n d  g o ld .

T h e  d in n e r  w a s  a  s u p e r b  o n e — n o t  o n e  
e r  M r . M e r s h o n ’s g u e s t s  r e a l ly  k n e w  h o w  
p e r fe c t  i t  w a s— b u t  t o  D e c im a  i t  se e m e d  
e n d le s s  a n d  w e a r is o m e .

A n d  y e t  M r . M e rs h o n  d id  h ie  b e s t  t o  e n ­
t e r t a in  h e r . S h e  w a s , o f  c o u r s e , s e a te d  
n e x t  t o  h im , a n d  h e  t a lk e d  t o  h e r  t h r o u g h  
a l l  t h e  c o u r s e s . H ie  t o p ic  w a e  t h e  o n e  
w h ic h  h a s  t h e  m o s t  in t e r e s t  fo r  m o s t  m e n  
— h im s e lf .  H e  t o ld  h e r  h o w  h e  h a d  s t a r t ­
e d  t h e  G r e a t  W h e a l  M in in g  C o m p a n y ,  
a n d  m a d e  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l io n  o u t  o f  
i t — b e fo r e  i t  w e n t s m a s h ; h o w  h e  h a d  
b o u g h t  u p  to w n  lo t e  in  A r iz o n a  a t  a  
p o u n d  a  lo t  a n d  r e a l iz e d  a t  f i f t y ;  h o w  h e  
h a d  g a in e d  t h e  c o n c e s s io n  f r o m  T u r k e y  
fo r  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  o o c o a n u t  fib e r , a n d  
n e t te d  five  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  fo r  h ie  c o m ­
p a n y  "in  s i s  m o n t h s , a n d  o f  s im i l a r  
a c h ie v e m e n t s .

A n d  h e  d id  n o t  t a lk  b a d ly ,  fo r , w h ile  a  
m a n  t a lk s  o f  w h a t  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  a n d  
t h e  t h in g  t h a t  is n e a r e s t  to  h is  h e a r t ,  h e  
w ill  g e n e r a l ly  t a lk  w e ll.

E v e r y  n o w  a n d  t h e n  h e  g la n c e d  a t  M r s . 
S h e r b o r n e , a n d  a s  i f  in  o b e d ie n c e  to  h is  
g la n c e , sh e  a d d r e s s e d  s o m e  r e m a r k  t o  D e -  
e im a  in  t h e  s t r a n g e , e x p r e s s io n le s s  v o ic e .

W h e n  h e  w a s  n o t  t a lk i n g  t o  D e c im a , a n d  
h e r  fa c e  w a s  t u r n e d  a w a y  fr o m  h im , M r . 
M e r s h o n ’ s r e s t le s s , s h i f t le s s  e y e s  w ere  
fix e d  o n  h e r  w it h  a  c u r io u s ly  in t e n t  g a z e  
o f  w h ic h  D e c im a  w a s  q u i t e  u n c o n s c io u s .  
H e  p r e s s e d  t h e  c h a m p a g n e — it  w a s  W a c h -  
t e r ,  1880. a  r a r e  v in t a g e —o n  B o b b y , a n d  
p e r m it te d  t h e  b u t le r  to  f i l l  h is  o w n  g la s s  
f r e q u e n t ly .

B o b b y  a d d r e s s e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  d in n e r ,  
a n d  M r . D e a n e  e a t  a n d  d r a n k  w h a t  w a s  
p u t  b e fo r e  h im  w it h  h is  u s u a l  m e c h a n ic a l  
a c q u ie s c e n c e . A n d  t h e  s i le n t ,  c o n s t r a in e d  
M r s . S h e r b o r n e  s a t  w ith  d o w n c a s t  e y e s ,  
e x c e p t in g  w h e n  sh e  r a is e d  t h e m  q u ic k ly  
w it h  a  h a lf - f r ig h t e n e d  e x p r e s s io n  a t  so m e  
r e m a r k  o f  h e r  h a lf -b r o t h e r ’s .  A t  la s t ,  t o  
D e c im a ’s  r e l ie f ,  M r s . S h e r b o r n e  lo o k e d  a t  
h e r  a n d  r o s e , a n d  t h e y  w e n t  in to  t h e  
d r a w in g -r o o m . M r . M e r s h o n  g o t  a  b o x  o f  
c ig a r s  a n d  c ig a r e t t e s  f r o m  t h e  s id e -b o a r d  
a n d  h a n d e d  t h e m  t o  B o b b y .

“ Y o u 'l l  fin d  th e s e  E o t h s c h i ld s  p r e t t y  
f a i r ,  D e a n e ,”  h e  s a id .

B o b b y  c h o s e  a  c i g a r  a n d  l ig h t e d  u p , a n d  
M r . M e rs h o n  d r e w  h is  c h a ir  n e a r e r  t o  
M r . D e a n e . ,

’ ’D id  y()U b r in g  t h o s e  d r a w in g s ?  h e

M r . D e a n e , w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  a  b r o w n  
s t u d y  d u r in g  t h e  d in n e r , w o k e  u p  in ­
s t a n t l y .  ,

“ Y e s , y e s ,”  h e  s a id , e a g e r l y ;  I  b r o u g h t  
t h e m . I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  I  d id  w ith  
t h e m . R o b e r t , t h e r e  is  a  r o l l  o f  p a p e r  in  
t h e  h a l l . ”

B o b b y  fe t c h e d  t h e m , a n d  s t r o lle d  in to  
t h e  e l e c t r ic a l ly  l ig h t e d  c o n s e r v a t o r y  a d ­
jo i n i n g  t h e  d in in g -r o o m ; h e  w a s  n o t  e a g e r  
to  h e a r  h ia  fa t h e r  r h a p s o d iz e .

M r . D e a n e  o p e n e d  o u t  t h e  p a p e r s .
“ Y o u  se e — ”  h e  b e g a n . M r . M e rs h o n  

lo o k e d  a t  t h e  d r a w in g s  a n d  t h e n  a t  h is  
g u e s t ’ s fa c e  w ith  a  -p e c u lia r , c y n ic a l  
s m ile , a n d  lis t e n e d  w it h  h ie  e y e s  a v e rte d .

“ Y e s ;  t h e r e  iB a  lo t  o f  m o n e y  in  i t ,  
h e  s a id , a f t e r  a  t im e .

• "Y o u  t h i n k ? ”  e x c la im e d  M r . D e a n e , e a g ­
e r ly .

M r . M e rs h o n  n o d d ed .
“ Y e s ;  I ’m  r e a d y  t o  m a k e  a  c o m p a n y  o f  

i t .  B u t  y o u  m u s t  p u t  s o m e th in g  in to  i t .  
T h e v ’l l  e x p e c t  t h a t .”

M r . D e a n e ’ s fa c e  fe l l . A ,
“ L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  h o w  I  a m  p la c e d ?*  h e  

s a id , w ith  a  s u p p r e s s e d  e x c it e m e n t . I  
h a v e  a  e m a i l  in d e p e n d e n c e  w h ic h  p r o ­
d u c e s  a n  in c o m e — a  n a r r o w  i n c o m e -o n  
w h ic h  w e l i v e .”

M r . M e rs h o n  n o d d e d . — ..
“ I  u n d e r s t a n d . B u t  t h a t 's  e n o u g h . _ 1 U 

s h o w  y o u  t h e  w a y  to  r e a l iz e  a  su ffic ie n t  
s u m  t o  b a c k  t h is  t h in g . L e a v e  i t  t o  m e . 
I ’l l  w o rk  i t  fo r  y o u .  A s  y o u  s a y , t h e re  s 
a  fo r t u n e  in  t h is  id e a  o f  y o u r s .

“ M y  d e a r  s ir , t h e r e  is  in c a lc u la b le  
w e a l t h !”  in te r je c te d  M r . D e a n e .

" Q u i t e  s o ,”  p a id  M r . M e r s h o n , w ith  a  
s c a r c e ly  c o n c e a le d  s n e e r . “ Y o u  le a v e  i t  to  
m e . Y O u  m a y  h a v e  h e a r d  m e  t e l l in g  y o u r  
d a u g h t e r  a b o u t  t h e  la r g e  s u m s  I  h a v e  
m a d e  o u t  o f  l im it e d  c o m p a n ie s ?  I t s  m j  
f o r te , m y  lin e . Y o u  le a v e  i t ; to  m e . i l l  
t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h o s e  d r a w in g s .

“ Y 6u  u n d e r s t a n d — y o u  a r e  q u it e  s u r e  y o u  
u n d e r s t a n d ? "  s a id  M r . D e a n e  fe v e r is h ly .

“ O h . I  q u it e  u n d e r s t a n d . S h a ll  w e  Join  
t h e  la d ie s , M r . R o b e r t ? ’* s a id  M r . M e r-

ShT h e v  w e n t  in t o  t h e  d r a w in g -r o o m , a n d  
M r . M e rc h o n , w ith  a s h a r p  g la n c e  a t  M rs . 
S h e r b o r n e , w h o  w a s  b e n d in g  o v e r  so m e  e m -  
b r o id e r y , w e n t  u p  t o  D e c im a . , T o _

“ W i l l  y o u  p la y  o r  s in g  fo r  u s , M iss  
D e a n e ? ”  h e  s a id .

D e c im a , w h o  h a d  been t a u g h t  by kady 
P a u l in e  to  a c ce d e  to  a n y  r e q u e s t . u n le n . 
I t  w e re  u n r e a s o n a b le  o r  w r o n g , w e n t  a t  
o n c e  t o  t h e  p ia n o , a n d  M r . M e r s h o n  fo l­
lo w e d  h e r  S h e  k n e w  a l l  h e r  s o n g s  h y  

'h e a r t ,  a n d  sh e s u n g  “ T h e  M e s s a g e . S u n g  
i t  n o t  w ith  t h e ^ p r o fe s s io n a l  «  w h i c h j o

d r a w in g -r o o m  a n d  le a n in g  h is  a r m  o n  t h e  
c a r v e d  m a n t e l s h e l f .  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  e i le n t  
w o m a n  w h o  w a s  T je n d in e  o v e r  h e r  e m ­
b r o id e r y  a g a in .

" W e l l ? ”  h e  s a id  a t  la s t ,  s h a r p ly .
S h e  g la n c e d  u p  a t  h im  n e r v o u s ly .
“ W e l l ,  T h e o d o r e ? ”  sh e  s a id , t im id ly .
" W h a t  d o  y o u  t h in k  o f  h e r ? ”  h e  d e ­

m a n d e d . “ I s n ’ t  sh e  b e a u t i f u l ,  lo v e ly ?  Is  
t h e r e  a n y  g i r l ,  w o m a n , l ik e  h e r  in  a l l  t h e  
w o r ld ? ”

“ S h e— sh e  i s  v e r y  b e a u t i fu l ,  v e r y  e w e e t ,”  
s h e  a s s e n t e d , u n d e r  h e r  b r e a t h .

M r . M e rs h o n  la u g h e d .
“ I ’m  g la d  y o u  t h in k  so ,”  h e  s a i d ;  “ fo r  

I  m e a n  t o  m a k e  h e r  m y  w i f e . "
M r s . S h e r b o r n e  r a is e d  h e r  h e a d  a n d  

o p e n e d  h e r  l ip s , b u t  n o  s o u n d  c a m e .
“ W e l l ,  w h a t  h a v e  y o u  t o  s a y ?  W h y  t h e  

d o u c e  d o n 't  y o u  s p e a k ? ”  h e  s a id , w it h  th e  
su d d e n  f u r y  o f  a  w e a k  n a t u r e ;  a n d  h e  
lo o k e d  ae e v il  a s  a  m a l ic io u s  m o n k e y , as  
h e  g lo w e r e d  d o w n  a t  h e r  w ith  h is  s m a l l  
e y e s  g lo w in g  e x c it e d ly . " Y o u  h e a r ?  A n d  
y o u ’v e  g o t  t o  h e lp  m e . Y o u ’Ve g o t  to  
m a k e  a  fr ie n d  o f  h e r ;  g e t  t h e  r i g h t  s id e  
o f  h e r . Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  s in g  m y  p r a is e s  
t o  h e r . Y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? ”

M r s . S h e r b o r n e  m o is t e n e d  h e r  l ip s  a n d  
c a s t  a  d e p r e c a t o r y  g la n c e  a t  h im .

“ S h e— sh e  is  v e r y  y o u n g , T h e o d o r e ,”  sh e  
s a id .

" Y o u n g !  I  l ik e  h e r  a l l  t h e  b e t te r  fo r  
t h a t .  H a n g  i t ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  s u p p o s e  I  s h o u ld  
b e  s u c h  -an  a s s  a s  t o  f a l l  in  lo v e  w ith  a n  
o ld  w o m a n ?  A n d  I ’v e  fa l le n  in  lo v e  w ith  
h e r , I  t e l l  y o u .”

" S h e — sh e  m a y  n o t  c o n s e n t . I — I  m e a n ,  
sh e  se e m s  t o  h a v e  Bom e w ill  o f  h e r  o w n ,  
T h e o d o r e . I  h a v e  b ee n  t a lk i n g  t o  h e r .”

"C o n s e n t !  W i l l  o f  h e r  o w n ! "  h e  s a id ,  
w ith  a  s n e e r . " Y o u  a r e  a n  i d i o t !  D o  y o u  
s u p p o s e  I ’m  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  h e r  sw ee t  
w ill  o n l y ?  N o t  m e . I  k n o w  a  b e t te r  g a m e  
t h a n  t h a t .  S h e 'l l  c o n s e n t  f a s t  e n o u g h .  
Y o u  w a i t  a n d  se e . I ’v e  g o t  h e r  t ig h t  
e n o u g h ; o r ,  i f  I  h a v e n ’t  g o t  h e r  a lr e a d y ,  
I  s h a l l  h a v e  h e r  in  m y  g r ip  p r e s e n t ly !”

" N o ;  y o u  a r e  v e r y  y o u n g  a n d  in e x p e r ­
i e n c e d ,"  s a i d  M rB. S h e r b o r n e . " B u t  y o u  
k n o w  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  w a n ts  t o  b e  r i c h ;  
e v e r y b o d y  s t r u g g le s  a n d  s t r iv e s  fo r  
m o n e y — m o r e  m o n e y . "

" Y e s ,  I  k n o w ,”  e a id  D e c im a ; “ a n d  it  
s e e m s  bo fo o lis h . I f  i t  d o e s  n o t  b r in g  
h a p p in e s s , w h a t  is  t h e  u s e  o f  i t ?  W h y ,  
s e e  h o w  h a p p y  s o m e , m o s t ,  o f  t h e  p o o r  
p e o p le  h e r e  a r e ! T h e y  a r e  a lw a y s  ch e er-  

1 fu l .  I - h e a r  th e  w o m e n , e v e n  t h e  p o o r e s t , 
s in g in g  a s  I  g o  in to  t h e  v i l la g e , a n d  th e  
m e n  w h is t le  a s  t h e y  g o  t o  t h e ir  w o r k ."

"T h e n  y o u  w o u ld n ’t  c a r e  t o  m a r r y  a  r ic h  
m a n , m y  d e a r ? ”  a s k e d  M r s . S h e r b o r n e .

T h e  s p e e c h  ja r r e d  u p o n  t h e  g ir l .  S h e  
h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  o f  m a r r ia g e ,  a n d  h e r  
in n o c e n t  h e a r t  s h r u n k  fr o m  t h e  w o m a n ’ s 
q u e s t io n in g .

“ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w — I  h a v e  n o t  t h o u g h t . N o t  
i f  i t  w e r e  o n ly  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  r ic h . O h , 
I  d o  n o t  k n o w ! See h o w  lo v e ly  t h a t  t r e e  
lo o k s  w ith  t h e  re d  s u n s e t  u p o n  i t ! ”

“ Y e s ,”  s a id  M r s . S h e r b o r n e ; a u d  eh e
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m a n v  w o m e n  a im  a t ,  b u t  g i r l i s h ly  a n d  
s w e e tly  M r . M e r s h o n  sto o d  b e s id e  h e r , 
le a n in g  o n  th e  p ia n o , h ia  R m all s h a n i  
u y e s  fix ed  o n  h e r  fa c e  w it h  th e  ex p re e  
s io n  w h ic h  a  m a ii  w e a r s  w h e n  h is  
is  in  t h e  lo o k . A l l  i in c o n s c io u s ly  sb e  
g la n c e d  u p  a t  h im  a s  t h e  s o n g  fin ish e d , 
a n d  c a u g h t, t h e  lo o k  in  h is  e y e s . I t  w ae  
a s  i f  a  c o ld , a n  ic y  c o ld , h a n d  h a d  b ee n  
l a i d '  u p o n  h e r  h e a r t ,  a n d  sh e  r o s e  a n d  
s to o d  a  l i t t l e  a p a r t  fr o m  h im .,

“ W i l l  y o u  n o t  S in g  a g a in ?  b e  s a ” *. 
“ D o ! ”  A n d  fo r  a n  i n s t a n t  h is  e y e s  s o u g h t

^ D e c i m a  u n c o n s c io u s ly  m o v e d  a w a y  fr o m  
h im  a n d  n e a r e r  t o  B o b b y . -

“ N o — I  w ill  n o t s in e  a g a in ,  Bhe sa id , 
a lm o s t  c o ld ly . " I t - i t  m u s t  b e  g e t t in g

'* B o b b y  c a m e  u n  to  h e r . t h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  
m o r e  t a lk ,  a n d  t h e n  sh e  m a n a g e d  to  c o n ­
v e y  to  h im  t h a t  she really w a n te d  t o  go^

M r . M e r s h o n  h im s e lf  s a w  th e m  in to

h o p e  th in  w o n ’ t  b e  y o u r  l a s t  J i s i t  to  
T h e  F ir s ,  M is s  D e a n e , h e  s a id , a n d  n m  
t h in  fin g e r s  c lo s e d  r o u n d  h e r s .

D e c im a  m a d e  n o  r e s p o u s e , a n d  th e  fly  
d r o v e  o ft . M r . M e rs h o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  tlie
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A S K  Y O U R  D E A L E R .

C H A P T E R  X I I .
A  w e e k  p a s s e d , te n  d a y s ;  b u t  n o  L o r d  

G a u n t  a p p e a r e d . D e c im a  h a d  c e a s e d  to  
g o  t o  t h e  H a l l ,  b u t  eh e  m e t  M r . B r ig h t  
e v e r y  d a y  in  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  t h a t  g e n t le ­
m a n ’s fa c e  g r e w  lo n g e r  a n d  le s s  c h e e r fu l  
e a c h  t im e .

“ I  c a n ’t  m a k e  i t  o u t ,  M is s  D e a n e , ’  h e  
s a id  o n  t h e - e le v e n t h  d a y . “ H e  e a id  h e  
w o u ld  c o m e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  w e e k — h e  
m a y  h a v e  m e a n t  m o n t h ;  i t ’s  j u e t  p o s s ib le  
t h a t  I  m a y  h a v e  m is u n d e r s t o o d  h im . B u t  
I ’v e  g o t  e v e r y t h in g  r e a d y . Y o u ’d  b e  s u r ­
p r is e d  a t  w h a t  I ’v e  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  d o n e  
in  t h e  l a s t  fe w  d a y s ,  y o u  w o u ld  in d e e d !  
A n d  h e  h a s n ’ t  c o m e  a f t e r  a l l . "  '

“ H e  m a y  c o m e  in  a  d a y  o r  tw o , Baid  
D e c im a . „

S h e , t o o , f e l t  a  l i t t l e ,  ju e t  a  l i t t l e  d is a p ­
p o in t e d . ,  .

“ D o  y o u  t h in k  e o ? ”  h e  s a id , c a tc h in g  
a t  t h e  h o p e  e a g e r ly . T h e n  h e  sh o o k  h ie  
h e a d . “ I  d o n ’t  k n o w . I t ’e  ju e t  a s  l ik e ly  
t h a t  h e  w o n ’ t  c o m e  a t  a l l .  T h o u g h  h e  
p r o m is e d , a n d  a  p r o m is e  is  a  p r o m is e  w ith  
h im . I  k n o w  t h a t .  A n d  h e  d o esn  t  w r it e ;  
a n d  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  t o  w r ite  to . I  v e  
s e n t  w o r d  t o  t h e  la w y e r s  t h a t  t h e  p la c e  is  
r e a d y — t h a t  is , a s  f a r  r e a d y  a s  I  c o u ld  
g e t  i t  in  t h e  t im e , a n d  t h e y  h a v e  w r itt e n  
t h a t  t h e y  d o n ’ t  k n o w  Iio rd  G a u n t  e  a d ­
d r e s s — t h a t  h e ’ B a w a y  fr o m  L o n d o n , l m  
a lm o e t  in  d e e p a ir ;  fo r , y o u  ee e , h e  m a y  
h a v e  g o n e  t o  A f r ic a ,  a f t e r  a l l .

“ I  h o p e  n o t , fo r  y o u r  s a k e , s a id  
c im a , g e n t ly .

“ S a y  fo r  a l l  o u r  s a k e s , a n d  h is  o w n  
m o s t ,”  s a id  M r . B r ig h t . “ W e l l ,  I  a m  n o t  
g o in g  to  g iv e  u p  h o p e , a n d  I ’m  k e e p in g  
o n  a t  t h e  s la v e -d r iv in g . Y o u  s h o u ld  see  
m e  h o u n d in g  o n  t h e  w o r k m e n ! T h e y  th in k  
m e  n o  e n d  o f  a  b r u t e  a n d  b u l ly . G o in g  
y o u r  r o u n d s ?  A h , y o u ’v e  f lu tte r e d  d o w n  
o n  t h e  p la c e  l ik e  a  m in is t e r in g  a n g e l, 
M ise  D e a n e !  I  h e a r  y o u r  p r a ie e e  e u n g  
w h e re v e r  I  g o . I ’v e  j u s t  l e f t  t h e  R o ^ nB 
c o t t a g e , a n d  t h a t  p o o r  e ic k  g i r l  o f  h e r s  
h a d  th e  t e a r s  in  h e r  e y e s  w h e n  sh e  t o m  
m e  o f  y o u r  g o o d n e s s  t o  h e r . W e l l ,  I  
s a y  a n y  m o r e  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  l ik e  i t ,  a n d  1 
b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n . I  m  o ff  t o  t h e  a s l * .  
T h e r e ’s  a  n ew  g r a n d  p ia n o  ju s t  a r r iv e d ;  
t h a t  lo o k s  ae  i f  h e  m e a n t  o o m in g .’

H e  b u s t le d  o ff  r a t h e r  m o r e  c h e e r i ly , a n d  
D e c im a  w e n t  h e r  w a y . P e r h a p s  L o rd  
G a u n t  w o u ld  n o t  o o m e  a f t e r  a l l .  Y e s ;  sn e  
w o u ld  be s o r r y  i f  h e  d id  n o t , sh e  to ld  
h e r s e lf .  . . . .  .

B u t  t h o u g h  L o r d  G a u n t  w e re  s t i l l  a b ­
s e n t , t h e  D e a n e s  o u g h t  n o t  t o  h a v e  b ee n  
d u ll ,  fo r  t h e y  sa w  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  M r. 
M e rs h o n  a n d  h is  s is t e r . S c a r c e ly  a  d a y  
p a s s e d  b u t  t h a t  g e n t le m a n  s t r o lle d  d o w n  
t o  T h e  W o o d b in e s . . _  .

H e  g e n e r a l ly  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  to  t h e  la b o r ­
a t o r y , a n d  D e c im a  c o u ld  h e a r  h e r  fa t h e r  
t a lk in g — M r . M e rs h o n  a lw a y s  a p p e a r e d  to  
p la y  t h e  l i s t e n e r ’ s  p a r t — in  h is  r a p id , n er - 
v o u s  w a y . . ,  .

O n ce  o r  t w ic e  sh e  w e n t  in — n o t  k n o w in g  
M r  M e rs h o n  w a e  t h e r e — a n d  fo u n d  h im  
s i t t in g  o n  t h e  b e n c h  a s  Bhe h a d  se e n  n im  
o n  h ie  f ir s t  v is it , h is  chi.n  in  h is  h a n d s ,  
h is  a t t i t u d e  l ik e  t h a t  o f  a  m o n k e y , a n d  
hiB b ig  c ig a r  in  h is  lip s .

S o m e t im e s  e h e  m e t  h im  in  t h e  g a r d e n , 
a n d  h e  w o u ld  s to p  a n d  t a lk  t o  h e r  iu  
s h o r t ,  d is jo in t e d  se n te n c e s , h is  s m a ll , 
s h a r p  e y e s  s c a n n in g  h e r  fa c e  w h e n  s h e  
w a s  n o t  lo o k in g  a t  h im , t o  b e  q u ic k ly  
a v e r te d  w h e n  sh e  t u r n e d  h e r  f r a n k , g u i le ­
le s s  e y e s  u p o n  h is  fa c e .

S e v e r a l t im e s  T h e  F ir s  c a r r ia g e , in  a l l  
i t s  m a g n if ic e n c e - -a n d  n e w n e ss— d a sh e d  u p  
t o  t h e  g a t e , a n d  M r s . S h e r b o r n e  w o u ld  
c o m e  in  a n d  s i t  in  t h e  d r a w in g -r o o m  a n d  
t a lk  to  D e c im a  in  h e r  n e r v o u s , c o n s t r a in ­
e d  f a s h i o n ;  a n d  o n  a l l  t h e  v is i t s  sh e  
b e g g e d  D e c im a  to  g o  fo r  a  d r iv e  w ith  h e r .

D e c im a  d id  n o t  v e r y  m u c h  c a r e  fo r  M rs . 
S h e r b o r n e , t h o u g h  sh e  p it ie d  h e r — w h y , sh e  
c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  h a v e  to ld — a n d  s e v e r a l  
tim eB  r e fu s e d  t h e  d r iv e ;  b u t  o n e  a f t e r ­
n o o n  M r s . S h e r b o r n e  b e g g e d  so  h a r d , t h a t  
D e c im a  a c c o m p a n ie d  h e r .

B u t  e h e  w a s  s o r r y  t h a t  s h e  h a d  d o n e  
so, f o r  a l l  M r s . S h e rb o rn e 'B  t a lk  w a s  o f  h e r  
b r o t h e r .

* “ T h e o d o r e  is  eo— so  c le v e r , sh e  Baid, 
g la n c in g  a t  D e c im a  n e r v o u s ly  a u d  y e t  
c u r io u s ly . “ H e  w a s  a lw a y s  c le v e r  a s  a  

i b o y . W e  a l l  u se d  to  s a y  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  
! m a k e  h is  m a r k  <fnd d o  g r e a t  th in g B . I  

d o n 't  su p p o se  t h e re  iB a n y  o n e  in  t h e  c i t y  
m o r e - m o r e  s u c c e s s fu l a n d  r e s p e c te d  —  
s h e  p a u s e d  a  m o m e n t — 'm o r e  a d m ir e d  
t h a n  h e  i s . "

D e c im a  d id  n o t  k n o w  ’.v h a t to  s a y , a n a  
so  r e m a in e d  s i le n t ;  a n d  a f t e r  a n o th e r  
g la n c e  M rs . S h e r b o r n e  w e n t  o n  s t i l l  m o r e  
n e r v o u s ly . .

“ H e  h a s  m a d e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m o n e y .  
T h e o d o r e  is  im m e n s e ly  r ic h — b u t  I  d a r e  
s a y  y o u  c a n  se e  t h a t .”

'O h  y e s ,”  B aid D e c im a . “ I t  m u s t  be  
v e ry  n ic e  to  b e  r ic h — fo r  t h o s e  w h o  c a r e  
fo r  m o n e y ,”  s h e  a d d e d .

“ Y o u  d o n ’t  c a r e  fo r  it , m y  d e a r ?  s a id  
M r s . S h e r b o r n e , w ith  s o m e  su rp r is e . 

D e c im a  s m ile d . .
“ N o ;  w h y  sh o u ld  I ?  D o e s  m o n e y  .jr m g  

h a p p in e s s ? ”  _ ,
A s  sh e sp o k e , sh e t h o u g h t  o f  L o r d  G a n n t . 

H e  w a s  im m e n s e ly  r ic h , a n d  w e ll, h is  
s a d , w e a r y  fa c e  ro se  b e fo r e  h e r , an d  sh e  
s ig h e d : T ,

“ I  d o n 't  t h in k  it  d o e s . O f c o u r s e . I do  
n o t  k n o w  T ery  m u c h  a b o u t  i t . "

P ro g re ssiv e  P o licy  In a u g u ra te d  by  
The F e d e ra l G overnm en t.

T he report recently  issued by the 
C hief C on servator o f  F orests in 
South  A fr ica  fo r  the year en din g  on 

w a s  B; ie n t  a  m o m e n t , t h e n  s h e ’ s a i d T a s  * if j D ecem ber 31st, 1911, is on e  o f con-
j £ ? t  w oX rendUw b 'yV h etfsid« rable i n t e r e s t  b y  w a y  o f com -
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' gress m ade is  rem arkable, and co n ­
siderable c red it  is due t o  th e  F o r ­
est D epartm ent fo r  th e  efficiency 
already  atta ined  in  adm inistration  
and fire-protection .

The area  o f  th e  F orest R eserves 
in the U nion o f  South  A fr ica  in 
D ecem ber, 1911, w as .1,799,550 
acres. * Besides this,, th ere w ere 
also 42,587 acres reserved  for  g row ­
ing  railw ay ties, on  w hich railw ay 
funds a lon e  w ere  expen ded , m ak­
ing a  to ta l reserved  area  o f  1,842,- 
137 acre®. This area  is d iv ided  in to 
seven conservan cies, —  roughly  
speaking, a  conservan cy  to  each 
provin ce  in  the U nion . E ach  con ­
servancy, consisting  usually o f  sev­
era l reserves, is adm inistered by a 
D istrict F orest Officer and a  tech ­
n ica lly  tra ined  A ssistant F orester. 
U n der them  are  ch ie fs o f  reserves, 
fo rest guards, rangers, etc. The 
m ore  im portan t positions a re  all 
filled by technical foresters, usual­
ly  h ighly trained  m en w ho have 
com pleted  their, cou rse  in the O x ­
ford  School o f  F orestry  and in  G er­
m any. This organ ization  very  
c lose ly  resem bles th a t o f  th e  C ana­
dian G overnm ent forest reserves.

U nder th eir supervision , forest 
surveys are  being  m ade fo r  th e  d e ­
m arcation  o f  new reserves, and ex-

m e t  so  m a n y  n ic e —e o  m a n y  b e a u t i fu l  
w o m e n , w h o — w h o  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  g la d  to  
m a r r y  h im . D o n ’t  y o u  t h in k  it  is  v e r y  
s t r a n g e ? ”

“ I s  i t ? ”  s a id  D e c im a , g r o w in g  v e ry  
w e a r y  o f  t h e  t o p ic . “ P e r h a p s  h e  h a e  n o t  
seen  a n y  o n e  h e c a r e s  f o r .”

M r s . S h e r b o r n e  g la n c e d  a t  t h e  lo v e ly  
fa c e  w ith  its  u n c lo u d e d  e y e s .

“ P e r h a p s  t h a t  is  i t ,”  sh e  e a id . “ B u t  h e  
w ill  G om e d a y . I  h o p e  s h e  w ill  b e  a—  
n ic e  g i r l .” . ^

“ I  h o p e  so  fo r  y o u r  s a k e /*  s a id  .D e ­
c im a .

“ S h e —^ h e  w ill  b e  a b le  t o  h a v e  e v e r y t h in g  
e h e  w a n ts —e v e r y t h in g  sh e  c a n  d e s ir e ,”  
s a id  M r s . S h e r b o r n e , in  a  d r y , m e c h a n ic a l  
t o n e , ae  i f  e h e  w e re  r e p e a t in g  s o m e th in g  
e h e  h a d  c a r e f u l ly  r e h e a r s e d . “ T h e o d o r e  is 
l ib e r a l  e n o u g h  w h e n — w h e n  h e  c a re e  fo r  
a n y  o n e . H e  w ill  s p e n d  m o n e y  l ik e  w a te r  
t o — t o — g a in  h is  o b je c t .  Y e e , h is  w ife  w ill  
b e  a b le  t o  b u y  a n y t h in g  ghe m a y  f a n c y .”  

“ T h a t  w ill  b e  v e r y  n ic e  f o r  h e r ,”  s a id  
D e c im a , u n «u e p e < itin g ly . “ A n d  n o w  m a y  
w e t u r n  a n d  g o  b a c k , p le a s e , M r s . S h e r ­
b o r n e  ? I  l ik e  t o  b e  in  so m e  l i t t l e  t im e  
b e fo r e  d in n e r .”

M re . S h e r b o r n e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  s id e w a y s , 
e ig h e d , a n d  o r d e r e d  t h e  c o a c h m a n  t o  d r iv e  
b a c k  t o  T h e  W o o d b in e ^ . S h e  h a d  d o n e  h e r  
b e e t, *but a g a in s t  t h e  g i r l ’s  a b s o lu te  in ­
n o c e n c e  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s n e s e  M r e . S h e r ­
b o r n e ’ s  h in t s  a n d  s u g g e s t io n s  g la n c e d  o ff  
l ik e  a rro w e  fr o m  a  c o a t  o f  m a i l .

“ H a llo o  1 b e e n  o u t  in  t h e  M e re h o n s ' c h a r*  
i o t ? ”  s a id  B o b b y , a s  D e c im a  c a m e  in to  t h e  
h o u e e . “ W h a t ’s  i t  fe e l lj.ke, s i t t in g  in  
su c h  a  g o r g e o u e  v e h ic le , a n d  s t a r in g  a t  
th e  b a c k s  o f  tw o  r ic h ly  d r e sse d  f lu n k ie s ?  
D id  y o u  f a n c y  y o u r s e l f  a  d u c h e e s , D e c ie ? ”  

D e c im a  la u g h e d  a n d  sh o o k  h e r  h e a d .
“ I  f e l t  l ik e  t h e  lo r d  m a y o r  I  o n c e  r e a d  

o f ,  w h o , b e in g  a  e im p le -m in d e d  m a n , c on ­
fe s s e d  t h a t  h e  lo n g e d  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  h is  
s t a te  c o a c h  a n d  t a k e  a  c a b ,”  sh e  e a id , r u n ­
n in g  u p  to  h e r  r o o m .

“ N o  n e w s  o f  L o r d  G a u n t  y e t .”  B o b b y  
r e m a r k e d  a t  d in n e r . “ B r ig h t  w e a re  a  fa c e

cost. A b o u t s ix  thousand d ollars ’ 
w orth  o f  seed was sold  by  the De-< 
partm ent d u rin g  th e  year, togeth er  
w ith 2,806,402 seedlings, valued a t 
ov er  $42,500.00.

o f  d e s p a ir ,  a n d  I ’m  in c lin e d  t o  su s p e c t  isting reserves are  being  protected
from  fire by bu rnin g  o r  cutting  
fire-belts arou nd the reserves and 
by p lanting  up their perim eters 
with trees o f  the less inflam m able 
species. A® a ’ resu lt o f  these p re ­
cautions, th ere  w ere burned during  
the season jof 1911 on ly  seven hun­
dred  acres, o r  0.04 per cent, o f  the 
to ta l area.

On the reserves them selves im ­
provem ent cuttings a re  being  ca r ­
ried  on ’ u nder the d irection  o f forest 
officials, fo r  the rem oval o f  d e fec ­
tive  tim ber and w eed tree®, and 
these operations n ot on ly  have 
much im proved  the species com p os­
ition  o f  the forests , bu t have proved  
financially justifiable as well.

R ep lan tin g  is also being ex ten ­
sively carried  on  in the various re ­
serves, the tota l a rea  replanted at 
the en d  o f  1911 being 48,136 acres. 
Several species o f  ex o tics  are being 
in trodu ced  with considerable  suc­
cess. N u rseries are m aintained, 
and the seed and transp lants o f  fo r ­
est trees are  sold to  the pu b lic  at

t h a t  Gsyunt h a s  b e e n  p la y in g  a  g a m e  o f  
s p o o f .”

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  s a id  D e c im a .
“ M y  p o o r  c h ild , h o w  t e r r ib ly  y o u r  e d u ­

c a t io n  h a s  b ee n  n e g le c te d , fo r  a l l  y o u  ca n  
s p e a k  F r e n c h  a n d  H it a l ia n ,  a n d  p la y  th e  
p i -a n o !  Y o u  d o n 't  k n o w  y o u r  o w n  la n ­
g u a g e  y e t i  L e a r n , y o u  y o u n g  d u n c e , t h a t  
‘ to  s p o o f  is  s y n o n y m o u s  w it h  't o  d e c e iv e ,’ 
o n ly  i t ’s  a  b e t te r , b e c a u s e  a  m o r e  e x p r e s ­
s iv e  w o rd . D e p e n d  u p o n  i t , L o r d  G a u n t  
h a e  b e e n  h a v in g  a  l a r k  w it h  th e  s im p le  
B r ig h t — a n d  a  y o u n g  la d y  w h o  s h a ll  be  
n a m e le s s ; a n d  h a v in g  h a d  h is  fu n , is  o ff  
t o  o t h e r  c lim e s . S h o u ld n ’t  w o n d e r  i f  h e  
is  o n  h is  w a y  t o  A f r ic a  b y  t h is  t im e .”

(T o  be c o n t in u e d .)
  *    /  ■

The teacher was hearing the 
youth fu l class in m athem atics. 
“ N o ,”  she said, “ in o rd er  to  sub­
tract, th ings have to  be in the same 
denom ination . F or  instance, we 
cou ld n ’ t take eight horses from  ten 
cast. D o  you  u nderstan d?”  There 
was assent from  the m ajority  o f  pu ­
p ils. One little  boy  in the rear 
raised a tim id hand. “ W ell, B obby, 
w hat is i t ? ”  asked the teacher. 
“ P lease, tea ch er ,”  said B obby, 
“ cou ld n ’ t  you  take th ree quarts o f  
milk from  three co w s?”

T h e  H o rs e ’s C o lla r .  >

The co lla r  should fit— be ju s( 
right in length and shape. I f  worn 
by the same horse all the tim e it  
w ill shape itse lf to  the neck. B u f 
noth ing can overcom e a w ron g  size. 
I t  m ust be snug, bu t n ot tight, free , 
bu t n ot too  loose . The ham es must 
be ad justed right. I f  the top  strap 
is to o  tigh t the neck is pinched^ 
and the tugs raised too  high. "Ii 
the to p  strap  is too  lon g  the tighten - 
ing  of the hame strap below  causeflf 
a bad fit and m ay throw  the pu llin g  ' 
jo in t  o f  the tugs to o  low  dow n.

H o rse s ’ necks d iffer  in shape and 
it  is w rong to  m ake them  w ear a 
co lla r  th at w as fitted  to  another 
horse. Y ou  w ould  have ga lled  feet 
if  you  w ore o th er  than y ou r  owtt 
shoes. M uch w orse fo r  the horse 
that pu lls a  loa d  -with a misfit col-< 
lar.

W hen m isfortune overtakes {tf 
hustler it has to  go som e.

There is always p len ty  o f  room  at 
the top , the bottom  and on . all sides 
fo r  successful men.

o f  W n n iC  o t  o l d .  G o o d
ettoAf. fttfgw <m pottldge, fruit or 
bref ca— o n l y  p U a i e i  b u t  
stimulate*.
Bur S t. U w re no e  E *t r a p « u m U t e d  
ia bags and d o  tote of the finest 
pare cane SHgAf, nfltatwaed by hand 
from factoty »  y<mr kltciwn.

Bags too lb s ,, It)*.,
p u l l  W f c i a r r r

J M ?  b  t a t  i
M. Uwrrttt U B r  fisdowlu, I W M ,

C a n a d a  P o r t i a  c e m e n t

QOME men ask for so many bags of 
^  “cement”—

Others, more careful, say they want 
“Portland Cement'*—

But the man who does the 
best work insists upon get­
ting “Canada" Portland 
Cement—

And he looks to see that every 
bag, bears this label

X

W rite the C a n a d * Cement 
Information Bureau, M on­
treal, (or a free copy of 
“ W h a t the Fanner Can 
D o  W ith  Concrete."

There is «  C a n a d a  
Cement dealer in your,: 
neighborhood. If  yo u  do 
not know him, write for 
bis name.


