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' 'O h , M ie s  D e a n e , g o o d -m o r n in g  t H o w  
d o  y o u  d o ? ’ * h e  s a id  in  c h e e r y  a c c e n ts , 
a il4  m o p p in g  h ie  b r o w  a s  h e  r a is e d  h is  
n a t . “ I  a m  v e r y  g la d  t o  see  y o u . H o t , 
I s n 't  i t ?  Bufc I ’v e  b ee n  r u s h in g  a b o u t —  
f e a r f u l ly  b u e y . N e v e r  h a d  a  m o r e  d e ­
l i g h t f u l  m o r n in g ’s  w o r k , t h o u g h , n e v e r !  
A r e  y o u  g o in g  t h is  w a y , a n d  m a y  I  c o m e  
w it h  y o u  fo r  a  m in u t e  o r  tw o P  T h a n k  
y o u , t h a n k  y o u !  T h e  fa c t  is , I  w a n te d  
t o  t e l l  y o u —o n e  m o m e n t . H i , R o b in s  1”  
H e  c a lle d  t o  a  m a n , w h o  lu m b e r e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  s t r e e t  t o  h im . “ R o b in s , c o m e  u p  to  
t h e  H a l l .  I  w a n t  y o u  fo r  so m e  w o rk  a t  
o n c e . I n  h a l f  a n  h o u r , y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ;  
a n d  b r in g  tw o  o r  th r e e  o t h e r  m e n  w ith  
y o u . Y e s , I ’m  a w fu l ly  b u s y ,”  h e  w e n t  o n  
t o  D e c im a . “ L o r d  G a u n t ’e su d d e n  r e t u r n  
h a s  b r o u g h t  a  r u s h  o f  w o r k  u p o n  m e —  
q u it e  a  r u s h . T h e r e ’s  su c h  a  t r e m e n d o u s  
lo t  t o  d o , a n d  in  su c h  a  s h o r t  t im e . H e  
t a lk s  o f  c o m in g  d o w n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  
w e e k , a n d  n o t  o n ly  t a lk s  o f  i t , b u t  m e a n s  

,  ?  * 9  g e t  a s . m u c h  o f  t h e  H a l l  p u t  
B tr a ig h t  in  th e  t im e  a s  I  c a n , a n d  t h e  
r e m a in d e r  a ft e r w a r d . B e e n  e n g a g in g  s e r ­
v a n ts  a l l  th e  m o r n in g , a n d  w ir in g  u p  to  
L o n d o n  fo r  t h o s e  I  c a n ’t  g e t  h e r e , a n d  
o t h e r  t h in g s . T h e  w o r k m e n  w ill  s e t  to  
w o r k  t o -d a y , o r  to -m o r r o w  a t  la t e s t .  L o r d  
G a u n t  h a e  g iv e n  m e  c a r t e  b la n c h e .”  H e  
la u g h e d  w it h  s a t i s f a c t io n , a n d  m o p p e d  
h is  fo r e h e a d  a g a in . “ I t  w a s , ‘ D o  w h a t  
y o u  l ik e , b u t  d o n ’t  b o th e r  m e  w ith  m o r e  
t h a n  y o u  c a n  h e lp . ’ J u s t  l ik e  h im . A  
s t r a n g e  m a n  y o u ’l l  t h in k  h im , M iss  
D e a n e , b u t  w ith  a l l  h is  a b r u p t n e s s  a n d  
e c c e n tr ic ity , o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t -h e a r t e d  m e n  
in  t h e  w o r ld .”  H e  s ig h e d  a n d  w a s  s i le n t  
f o r  a  m o m e n t . “ T h e r e ’s  t o  b e  r a t h e r  a  
la r g e  e s t a b l is h m e n t . T h e  h o r s e s  a r e  c o m ­
in g  d o w n  a t  o n c e . I ’m  Bure I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  

t h e  s t a b le s  r e a d y . A n d ,  
o h , M is s  D e a n e — I — r e a l ly — s c a r c e ly  lik e  
to  s a y  it , fo r  I 'm  a f r a i d  y o u ’ l l  t h in k  it  
p r e s u m p tu o u s  o f  h is  lo r d s h ip — w e ll, 

s c a r c e ly  p r e s u m p tu o u s , b u t— b u t  s t r a n g e .”  
“ W h a t  is  i t ,  M r . B r i g h t ? ”  a s k e d  D e - 

o im a , s m il in g  a t  h is  h e s it a t io n  a n d  n e r ­
v o u s n e s s .

“ W e l l ,”  h e  s a id , s t i l l  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  “ th e  
f a c t  is , t h a t  w h e n e v e r  I  c o n s u lte d  L o r d  
G a u n t  a b o u t  th e  h o u s e — I  m e a n  t h e  t h in g s  
h e  w o u ld  l ik e  to  h a v e  d o n e —h e B aid , ‘A s k  
M is s  D e a n e ; s h e  p r o m is e d  t o  h e lp  y o u ;  I  
4 j d n ’ t . ’ "  

d e c im a  c o lo r e d .
“ I ?  O h , b u t— ”
M r . B r ig h t  p u t  h is  h a n d  u p o n  h e r  a r m  

w ith  t im id  e a r n e s t n e s s .
*‘I  w a s  a f r a id  y o u  w o u ld  th in k  it  

s t r a n g e . B u t  y o u  w o u ld n 't  fe e l o ffe n d e d  
i f  y o u  k n e w  L o r d  G a u n t  a s  w e ll a s  I  
d o . I t ’ s  h is  w a y  t o  t a k e  t h in g s  s e r io u s ly .  
A n d  y o u  p r o m is e d , y o u  k n o w , y o u  p r o m ­
i s e d !”

“ D id  I ? ”  s a id  D e c im a , w ith  a  f a in t ly  
t r o u b le d  lo o k  in  h e r  e y e s .

“ Y e s , in d e e d  y o u  d id . A n d — a n d  Bee 
h e r e , m y  d e a r  y o u n g  la d y ,”  h e  w e n t  o n ,  
e a r n e s t ly  a n d  y e t  d e p r e c a t in g ly , “ I  fe e l  
s u r e  y o u  w ill  u n d e r s t a n d  m e , a n d  w o n ’ t  
t h in k  m e  p r e s u m p tu o u s  w h e n  I  r e m in d  
y o u  t h a t y t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n ­
s ib i l i t y  in  t h is  b u s in e s s — I  m e a n  L o rd  
G a u n t ’ s r e t u r n .”

“ I — I  - d o  u n d e r s t a n d ,”  s a id  D e c im a , b u t  
f a in t ly .

“ W e l l .  I  s c a r c e ly  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  m y s e l f ,”, 
s a id  M r . B r ig h t , w ith  a  p u z z le d  a i r ;  “ b u t  
I  c a n ’ t  h e lp  t h in k in g  thart h e  w o u ld  n o t  
h a v e  r e so lv e d  to  s t a y  o n — in  fa c t ,  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  h a v e  b ee n  o f f  to  A f r i c a — b u t  fo r  
s o m e t h in g  y o u  s a id . I  d id n ’t  c a tc h  w h a t  
p a s s e d , b u t  t h a t 's  m y  im p r e s s io n . A n d  
a b o u t  t h is  p r o m is e  o f  y o u r s ;  y o u ’l l  a d m it  
t h a t — t h a t  i t ’ s m o s t  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  h e  
s h o u ld  b e  In d u c e d  t o  r e m a in , t o  s e tt le  
h e r e . G o o d  era c io u B  m e , i t  w ill  b e  th e  
s a v in g , t h e  m a k in g  o f  t h e  p la c e , t h e  p e o ­
p le !  I t  w ill  t u r n  t h is  G o d -fo r s a k e n  h o le  
in to  a  p r o s p e r o u s  v i l la g e . J u s t  lo o k  ro u n d  
y o u ! ”  H e  w a v e d  h is  h a n d  in  a  se m i­
c ir c le . “ See th o s e  c o t t a g e s ?  T h e r e  is n 't  
o n e  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  n eed  r e p a ir in g . M o s t  o f  
’e m  o u g h t  to  c o m e  d o w n . T h e y ’r e  n o t  
fit  t o  l iv e  in . T h e y 'r e  fe v e r  d e n s . T h e r e 's  
n o  p r o p e r  w a t e r  s u p p ly ;  d r a in a g e  a w f u l ;  
n o  v e n t i la t io n . I  w a n t  a  sc o re  o f  n ew  
c o t t a g e s , d e c e n t  o n e s , p u t  u p . L o r d  G a u n t  
w ill d o  it  i f  h e  s e t t le s  h e r e , a n d  if— i f  
y o u ’l l  h e lp  h im .”  •

“ I f  I  h e lp  h i m ? ”  N o  w o n d e r  D e c im a  
B hru nk b a c k  a n d  o p e n e d  h e r  e y e s  u pon  
h im .

“ Y e B ,”  h e  s a id , e a r n e s t ly . “ I t ’ s a  fa n c y  
o f  h is — c a l l  i t  t h a t  i f  y o u  l ik e . B u t  i s n ’t  
i t  y o u r  d u t y — y e s , I ’l l  g o  so  fa r  a s  t o  
s a y  y o u r  d u t y — t o  e n c o u r a g e  h im , to  h e lp  
m e  to  g e t  w h a t  I  w a n t?  I ’m  s u r e  y o u  
a r e  a  g o o d , k in d -h e a r t e d  g i r l— I  b e g  y o u r  

• p a r d o n . Y o u  s e e  h o w  c a r r ie d  a w a y  I  a m ,  
M is s  D e a n e ,”  h e  b r o k e  o f f ,  a p o lo g e t ic a lly .  
“ W h a t  I  m e a n  is t h a t  a n y  o n e  o f  u s , a n y  
o f  t h e  c o u n ty  p e o p le , h is  n e ig h b o r s , a n y  
o n e  w ith  a n y  se n se  o f  w h a t  o u g h t  t o  be  
— a n d  n o th in g  is a s  it  o u g h t  to  be  h e r e —  
w o u ld  d o  w h a t  I  a sk  y o u  t o  d o . Y o u  lo o k  
Bw eet a n d  c h a r it a b le  a n d  te n d e r -h e a r te d .  
J u s t  t h i n k !  W o u ld n ’ t  y o u  d o  a  l i t t l e —  
n o , a  g r e a t  d e a l— to  se e  t h e s e  p e o p le  p r o ­
p e r ly  h o u s e d , to  b r in g  p r o s p e r ity  to  t h e  
v i l la g e , t o  find  w o rk  fo r  t h e  u n e m p lo y e d ,  
to — t o —s a v e  L o r d  G a u n t  h i m s e l f ? ”

D e c im a  tu r n e d  c r im s o n , t h e n  v e r y  p a le . 
“ I  b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n !”  h e  s t a m m e r e d .  

“ M y  fe e lin g s  c a r r ie d  m e  a w a y . B u t  i t ’ s 
n o  m o r e  th a n  t h e  t r u t h . Y o u  w ill  s a v e  
L o r d  G a u n t  i f  y o u  w ill  o n ly  c o n s e n t  to  
h u m o r  t h is  w h im  o f  h is . I  p u t  it  a t  its  
le a s t ,  y o u  see . I f  y o u  r e fu s e , i t ’s a s  l ik e ly  
a s  n o t  t h a t  h e  w ill g e t  t ire d , d is g u s t e d ,  
w ith  t h e  b o th e r  a n d  t h e  fu s s , a n d  r u sh  
o ff , a n d  w e m a y  n o t  se e  h im  o r  h e a r  o f  
h im  a g a in  fo r  y e a r e ;  a n d  a w a y — p u f f !—  
w ill v a n is h  a ll  m y  d r e a m s  o f  r a is in g  t h e  
v i l la g e  to  a d e c e n t  le v e l , a n d — a n d  th is .  
I ’m  ’s h a m e d  to  s a y , is  m o r e  to  m e — o f  se e ­
in g  L o r d  G a u n t  s e tt le d  d o w n  o n  h is  o w n  
p la c e , a n d  h a p p y .”  H e  m o p p e d  h is  b ro w  
a n d  f u r t iv e ly  p a sse d  h ie  re d  h a n d k e r c h ie f  
o v e r  h is  e y e s .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  m e  to  d o ? ”  a sk e d  
D e c i m a ; a n d  h e r  v o ic e  w a s  v e r y  s t i l l .

M r . B r ig h t  c a u g h t  e a g e r ly  a t  th e  a s ­
s e n t  in  h e r  ton e .

“ J u s t  t h i s ,”  b e  s a id . “ I ’ve  w ire d  to  
L o n d o n  fo r  a  m a n  to  c o m e  d o w n  w ith  
p a tt e r n s  fo r  c u r t a in s  a n d — a n d  a ll  t h a t  
k in d  o f  t h in g , a n d  h e  w ill be  h e r e  t o ­
n ig h t  o r  to -m o r r o w . N o w , I  d o n ’ t u n d e r ­
s t a n d  a n y t h in g  a b o u t  t h e m , b u t  y o u —  
w ill y o u  see  h im  a n d  te l l  h im  w h a t  to  
d o ?  L o r d  G a u n t  r e lie s  o n  y o u , a n d  I 'm  
su re  w ill l ik e  a n y t h in g  y o u  c h o o s e .”

“ B u t  m y  fa t h e r — I  m u s t  a s k  h i m ,”  n aid  
D e c im a .

“ T h a t ’s a ll  r i g h t ,”  h e  s a id  q u ic k ly .

“ I 'm  g o in g  u p  t o  T h e  W o o d b in e s  t o  se e  
a b o u t  so m e  r e p a ir s — y o u r  b r o th e r  h a s  
a sk e d  m e  a b o u t  t h e m  s o m e  t im e  a g o , b u t  
o f  c o u r s e  I  c o u ld n ’ t d o  a n y t h in g . L a s t  
n ig h t , h o w e v e r , L o r d  G a u n t  g a v e  m e  fu l l  
p e r m is s io n  to  d o  a n y t h in g  a n d  e v e r y ­

t h in g . I ' l l  s p e a k  t o  y o u r  fa t h e r . I ’l l  g o  
a t  o n c e . I  s h a l l  m e e t  y o u  c o m in g  b a c k .  
T h a n k  y o u — t h a n k  y o u !  Y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w , 
y o u  c a n 't  f u l ly  u n d e r s t a n d , t h e  s e rv ic e  
y o u  a r e  d o in g *  • 11 c f  u s— t h e s e  p o o r  peo ­
p le — L o r d  G a u n t  h im s e lf .”

H e  w a s  o f f  b e fo r e  sh e  c o u ld  s a y  a  w o rd , 
a n d  sh e  w a lk e d  o n , n o t  a  l i t t l e  t r o u b le d  
a n d  u n c e r t a in . S h e  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  r e a l ­
ize t h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  t h e  t h in g  sh e  h a d  
p r o m is e d . A  fe w  d a y s  a g o  e h e  w a s  ju s t  
A u n t  P a u l in e ’ s “ l i t t l e  g i r l ,”  a n d  n o w  sh e  
w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  w e lfa r e  o f  a  w h o le  
v i l la g e — a n d  t h e  s a lv a t io n  o f  a  m a n !

S h e  c a m e  t o  th e  c h u r c h — th e  t i n y  c h u r c h  
h a l f  c h o k e d  w ith  iv y — a n d  le a n in g  on  th e  
urate, g a z e d  a t  it . L ik e  t h e  c o t t a g e s , th e  
w h o le  p la c e , i t  h a d  a  n e g le c te d  a ir . T h e  
l iv in g  w a s  s m a ll , t h e  v ic a r  a n  o ld  m a n  
a n d  p o o r . T h e  m a n  w h o o u g h t  to  h a v e  
k e p t  i t  fo r  G o d 's  h o u s e  h a d  fo r g o t te n  it. 
A n d  s h e  c o u ld  h e lp  h im  t o  r e m e m b e r  i t , 
a n d  in d u c e  h im  t o  c a r e  fo r  i t !

S h e  t u r n e d  b a c k , w ith  b e n t  h e a d , a n d  
j u s t  o u ts id e  th e  v i l la g e  m e t  M r . B r ig h t .

“ I 'v e  se e n  M r . D e a n e ,”  h e  s a id , w ith  a  
r a t h e r  b e w ild e r e d  a n d  p u z z le d  a ir — m o s t  
p e r s o n s  c a m e  fr o m  a n  in te r v ie w  w ith  
M r . D e a n e  p u z z le d  a n d  b e w ild e r e d . “ A n  
e x t r a o r d in a r y  m a n , y o u r  fa t h e r , m y  d e a r  
y o u n g  la d y — e x t r a o r d i n a r y ! E r — e r — h e
s a y s , y e s ;  I 'm  su re  h e  s a id  t h a t  y o u  
s h o u ld  d o  a s  y o u  p le a s e d . A n d  y o u  w ill 
h e ln  lie , w ill y o u  n o t ? ”

“ I  w ill  s p e a k  t o  m y  b r o th e r — h e  m uB t 
h e lp  m e ,”  s a id  D e c im a ; a n d  sh e  h u r r ie d  
o n . T h e r e  s e e m e d  n o  e s c a p in g  t h is  s t r a n g e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y . S h e  r e a l iz e d  t h is  m o r e  
f u l ly  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  w h e n  M r . B r ig h t  
c a m e  u p  fo r  h e r . T h e  m a n  fr o m  t h e  f a m ­
o u s  d e c o r a to r s  in  L o n d o n  h a d  c o m e  d o w n . 
S h e w e n t w ith  B o b b y , w h o  h a d  a  m o r n -  

; in g  o f f ,  t o  th e  H a l l .
\ I — I  h o p e  I  a m  d o in g  r i g h t ,  B o b b y ,”  sh e  

s a id ,  a s  t h e y  e n te r e d  a n d  m a d e  t h e ir  w a y  
t h r o u g h  a  s m a l l  c ro w d  o f  w o r k m e n , a n d  
t h e  m e s s  a n d  lu m b e r  w h ic h  t h e y  c a n  so  
q u ic k ly  p ro d u c e .

“ O h , t h a t ’s  a l l  r i g h t ,”  s a id  B o b b y , c a r e -  
| le s s ly .  “ Y o u  a n d  B r ig h t  a n d  t h is  a w fu l  

s w e l l” — a s h e  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  t h e  g e n t le ­
m a n  fr o m  L o n d o n — “ c a n  w o r k  y o u r  w ild  
w il l  a n d  s q u a n d e r  L o r d  G a u n t ’ s c a s h  
w h ile  I  sm o k e  a  c ig a r e t t e  in  t h e  g a l le r y .  
H e  m u s t  be  a n  a w fu l  f la t  t o  in t r u s t  a  
w o m a n  w ith  t h e  s p e n d in g  o f  h is  m o n e y ,  
a n d  it  w ill s e r v e  h im  r i g h t  i f  y o u  r u in  
h i m .”

“ B o b b y , d o n ’t  t e a s e  m e , o r  I  s h a l l  c r y ! ”  j 
s h e  s a id , s m il in g  r a t h e r  f i t fu l ly .

“ O h , g o  o n ! Y o u  k n o w  y o u ’r e  e n jo y in g  
y o u r s e l f ! ”  h e  r e t o r te d .

T h e  g e n t le m a n  w ith  t h e  p a t t e r n s  g o t  to  
b u s in e s s  a t  o n c e , a n d  p r e s e n t ly  D e c im a  

j fo u n d  h e r s e l f  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s q u a r e s  o f  
s i lk s  a n d  s a t in s ,  a n d  t a p e s t r y , a n d  l i t t l e  

j m o d e ls  o f  d e c o r a t io n s . H e  w a s  k in d  
[ e n o u g h  t o  a d v is e  w h e n  sh e  w a s  in  d o u b t ,  

a n d  g r a c io u s  e n o u g h  t o  c o m m e n d  h e r  
t a s te .

“ A d m ir a b le , m a d a m e ,”  h e  s a id . “ Y o u  
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  d o n e  b e t te r . T h is  r o o m  
w ill  b e  a s  p e r fe c t  a s  i t  c o u ld  b e . A n d  
n o w  fo r  t h e  l i b r a r y ” — h e  lo o k e d  r o u n d  

t h e  r o o m  w it h  a  c o m p a s s io n a t e  a ir .  “ N o t  
m u c h  c o m f o r t  h e r e ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ i f  I  m a y  
s a y  s o .”

“ L o r d  G a u n t  c a r e s  n o th in g  fo r  h is  ow n  
o o m fo r t ,”  Baid B r ig h t . " H e  is  u se d  to  
s le e p in g  u n d e r  a  t e n t  in  t h e  d e s e r t , o r  
w ith o u t  a  te n t , fo r  t h a t  m a t t e r . B e tte r  
le a v e  t h e  r o o m  a lo n e , p e r h a p s .”

D e c im a  lo o k e d  r o u n d  r a t h e r  p e n s iv e ly .  
“ C o u ld n ’ t  t h e r e  b e  a n  e a e y -c h a ir ? ”  sh e  

s a id ,  t im id ly .
“ C e r t a in ly ,”  s a id  t h e  g e n t le m a n , m a k ­

in g  a  r a p id  n o te . “ I  k n o w  t h e  k in d  o f  
t h in g  y o u ’d  lik e . A  c lu b -c h a ir ;  a  r e a l ly  
e a s y  , c h a i r ;  m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  u n e a s y .  
A n d  so m e  n ew  c u r t a in s . T h is  iB t h e  k in d  
o f  t h in g . Y -e s .”

S o  i t  w e n t  o n  fo r  h o u r s , a m id s t  th e  
c la t t e r  o f  t h e  w o r k m e n 's  h a m m e r s  a n d  
th e  c lic k  o f  c h is e ls , t h e  t e a r in g  o f  p a p e r , 
a n d  th e  c la p p in g  o f  t h e  w h ite w a sh  
b r u s h e s .

“ B u t — b u t  w ill n o t  a l l  t h is  c o s t  a  g r e a t  
d e a l o f  m o n e y ? ”  s a id  D e c im a .

T h e  g e n t le m a n  sm ile d .
“ W e-11, r a t h e r  a la r g e  s u m , p e r h a p s ,”  

h e a d m it t e d ; “ b u t  a  m e r e  n o th in g  t o  h is  
lo r d s h ip ; e h , M r . B r i g h t ? ”

M r . B r ig h t  n o d d e d  c h e e r fu l ly .
“ M o n e y ’s n o  o b je c t ,”  h e  s a id . “ D o n ’ t be  

in  th e  l e a s t  a la r m e d , M isB D e a n e .”
D e c im a  g o t  a w a y  a t  la s t  a n d  w en t  

h o m e . S h e  h a d  a  l i t t l e  h e a d a c h e , a n d  
f e l t  b e w ild e r e d  a n d  u n c e r t a in .

“ I f  L o r d  G a u n t  e h o u ld  b e  d is p le a s e d ,”  
sh e  s a id  to  B o b b y , “ I  s h o u ld  d ie  w ith —  
w ith  s h a m e !”

“ N o t  y o u ,”  h e  r e m a r k e d . "N o b o d y  rllea 
o f  t h a t  c o m p la in t ,  e s p e c ia lly  y o u n g  w o­
m e n . N o w , i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  I  w h o  h a d  h a d  
t h e  in e ffa b le  c h e e k  t o  p u ll  a  m a n ’ s h o u s e  
to  p ie c e s  a n d  sp e n d  a  fo r tu n e  in  B tic k in g  
i t  t o g e t h e r  a g a in — ”

“ O h , B o b b y , d o n 't ! ”  a n d  h e r  v o ic e  q u a v ­
ere d .

“ Y o u  g o o s e ! I ’m  o n ly  c h a ffin g . L o rd  
G a u n t  w ill  be n o  e n d  g r a t e f u l ,  a n d  h e  
o u g h t  to  b e ;  fo r , f r o m  w h a t  I  s a w , I  
e h o u ld  s a y  y o u  h a v e  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  t a s t e  
— a s t h e  m a n  r e m a r k e d  o f  th e  b a d  oyB- 
t e r . D o n 't  y o u  w o r r y , o r  y o u 'l l  s p o il  
th o s e  e y e s  o f  y o u r s , a n d  t h e y ’re  n o t  b a d  
lo o k in g —-w h en  y o u 'r e  a s le e p .”

L o rd  G lad stone,
The Governor-General of South 
Africa, where the race problem has 
become acute.
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C H A P T E R  X I .

T h e  e x c it e m e n t  in  th e  v i l la g e  in c re a se d  
a s  th e  d a y s  w e n t  o n  a n d  th e  w o rk  a t  
t h e  H a l l  p r o g r e s s e d . G r e a t  p a c k in g -c a s e s  
w e re  c o n t in u a lly  a r r iv in g  fr o m  L o n d o n ;  
s o m e tim e s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  g e n t le m a n ly  
lo o k in g  m e n , w h o  e x c h a n g e d  t h e ir  s m a r t  
c lo th e s  fo r  w h ite  b lo u s e s  w h e n  th e y  
r e a c h e d  t h e  H a l l ,  w h ic h  t h e y  p ro ce e d e d  to  
r e n o v a t e  a n d  b e a u t i fy  w ith  a s k il l  an d  
r a p id i t y  w h ic h , to  q u o te  B o b b y , “ k n o c k ­
ed  t h e  s a w d u s t  o u t  o f  t h e  S tr e tt o n  w o rk ­
m e n .”  •

O n e  m o r n in g  D e cin xa, o n  h e r  w a y  
t h r o u g h  th e  v i l la g e , m e t  a  s t r in g  o f  h o r ­
se s  a n d  c a r r ia g e s  in  c h a r g e  o f  a  c o u p le  
o f  s m a r t  g r o o m s  a n d  a  s t a t e ly .c o a c h m a n ;  
a n d  sh e  s to o d  fo r  a  m o m e n t  n e a r  t h e  a d ­
m ir in g  g r o u p  o f  v i l la g e r s  w h o  h a d  c o l­
le c t e d  to  s t a r e  a t  th e m .

“ L ik e  th e  o ld  t im e s , m i s s ,”  Baid M r. 
C o b b e t, th e  b u ild e r , w ith  a  s a tis fie d  je r k  
o f  t h e  h e a d  t o w a r d  t h e  lo n g  p ro c e s s io n ,  
a n d  t h e  h o s t le r  a t  t h e  G a u n t  A r m s  e x ­
p r e sse d  h is  a p p r o v a l  in  c h a r a c te r is t ic  
fa s h io n .

“ N e v e r  see a  b e t te r  lo t ,  m is s ,”  h o  re ­
m a r k e d , k n o w in g ly . “ H is  lo r d s h ip ’s  a  
ju d g e  o f  h o r s e s , w h a te v e r  e ls e  h e  be. 
Y o u 'l l  h a v e  to h u r r y  u p  w ith  th e m  s t a b le s ,  
M r . C o b b e t .”

T h e  in te r e s t  a n d  e x c it e m e n t  w ere  n o t  
c o n fin e d  to  th e  v i l la g e . T h e  R o b o r o u g h  
“ G a z e tt e ” — R o b o r o u g h  w a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  
m a r k e t -t o w n —c a m e  o u t  w ith  a  lo n g  p a r a ­
g r a p h  a n n o u n c in g  L o r d  G a u n t ’s r e t u r n ;  
a n d  a n  e s p e c ia l le a d e r  in  w h ic h  it  r e ­
jo ic e d , in  a  c o lu m n  a n d  a  h a l f ,  o v e r  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  “ t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  t h 4  o ld ­
e s t  a n d  m o s t  h o n o r e d  f a m i l y  in  th e  c o u n ­
t r y  h a d  d e c id e d  to  t a k e  h is  p la c e  a m o n g s t  
u s o n c e  a g a in , a n d  so  se t  f lo w in g  t h a t  
t id e  o f  p r o s p e r ity  w h ic h  e v e r  flow s in  
t h e  w a k e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  n o b i l i t y . Lr>rd 
G a u n t ’ s p r e s e n c e ,”  i t  r e m a r k e d , “ w ill bo  
w e lc o m e d  n o t  o n ly  b y  th e  p r e t ty  v i l la g e  
in  w h ic h  h ie  a n c e s tr a l  h o m e  is set. b u t  
b y  t h e  c o u n ty  a t  la r g e . M a y  th at, w e l­
c o m e  c o n v e y  to h im  h o w  d e e p ly  h is  a b ­

se n c e  h a s  b e e n  d e p lo r e d , a n d  h o w  fe r v e n t ­
ly  i t  is h o p e d  t h a t  h e  m a y  r e m a in  in  o u r  
m id s t .”

A n d  n o tw it h s t a n d in g  t h e  w e a k n e ss  o f  
t h e  g r a m m e r , t h e  e d it o r  e x p r e s s e d  v e ry  
f a i r ly  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e n t im e n t .

I t  is  a  m is fo r t u n e  fo r  su c h  a  p la c e  a s  
L e a fm o r e  to  be c lo s e d , a n d  t h e  c o u n t y  re ­
jo ic e d  in  t h e  n e w s o f  L o r d  G a u n t ’e r e ­
t u r n . A lr e a d y  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  be a sk e d  t o  r e -e s t a b lis h  t h e  p a c k  
o f  h o u n d s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p u t  d o w n  a t  
h is  f a t h e r ’ s d e a t h ;  a n d  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  
e l ig ib le  d a u g h te r s  lo o k e d  a t  t h e ir  g ir ls  
t h o u g h t f u l l y  a n d  s p e c u la t iv e ly , a s  th e y  
r e fle c te d  t h a t  L o r d  G a u n t  w o u ld  b e  th e  
b e s t  p a r t i  t h e  c o u n t y  h a d  h e ld  fo r  so m e  
y e a r s  p a s t ;  a n d  L e a fm o r e  w a s  a  v e r y  d e ­
s ir a b le  r e s id e n c e , a n d  w o u ld  n e e d  a  m is ­
tre s s .

M r . B r ig h t  g o t  D e c im a  d o w n  t o  t h e  H a ll  
n e a r ly  e v e r y  d a y , a n d  a sk e d  h e r  a d v ic e  
u p o n  e v e r y  c h a n g e  t h a t  w a s  b e in g  so 
s w i f t l y  w r o u g h t  t h e r e ;  a n d  D e c im a  w as  
so  e n g r o s s e d  t h a t  sh e  h a d  q u it e  fo r g o tte n  
th e  d in n e r -p a r t y  a t  T h e  F ir e  u n t i l ,  on  
t h e  T u e s d a y  m o r n in g , B o b b y  r e m a r k e d :  

“ I  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  m e a n s  
g o in g  w ith  u b  t o -n ig h t ?  I f  s o , I  s h a ll  
h a v e  to  o r d e r  a  f ly ;  o t h e r w is e  w e c o u ld  
w a lk .”  ;

“ O h , I  h a d  fo r g o t te n  i t ,”  sa id  D e c im a . 
“ I ’l l  a s k  h i m ;”  a n d  sh e  r a n  in to  th e  
la b o r a t o r y .

M r . D e a n e  g a z e d  a t  h e r  w ith  a n  a b s e n t  
a ir .

“ D in n e r — F i^ s — M r . M e r s h o n ?  A h , y e s —  
y e s . Y e s , I  r e m e m b e r . O f  c o u r s e , o f  
c o u r s e !  I  a m  t o  s h o w  h im  th o s e  d r a w ­
in g s  o f  t h e  e le c tr ic  s t o r a g e . W h e r e  a re  
t h e y — w h e r e ?  I  p u t  th e m  so m e w h e r e  for  
s a f e t y — w h e re  ?”

B o b b y  “ d u g  h im  o u t ”  a t  se v e n , a n d  b y  
a  q u a r t e r  to  e ig h t  b r o u g h t  h im  in to  th e  
h a l l  d r e s s e d  in  h is  g r o t e s q u e  e v e n in g -s u it .  
H is  n e c k -tie , n o tw it h s t a n d in g  B o b b y 's  
c a r e , h a d  a lr e a d y  w o rk e d  u n d e r  th e  le f t  
e a r , a n d  h e  h a d  r u in e d  h is  s h ir t -fr o n t  
ir r e t r ie v a b ly  b y  c lu t c h in g  t h e  r o l l  o f  

d r a w in g s  a g a i n s t  i t . B o b b y  g la n c e d  u p  
a t  D e c im a  d e s p a ir in g ly  a s  sh e  c a m e  dow n  
t h e  s t a ir s .

“ L o o k  s h a r p ,”  h e  s a id  in  a  t o n e  sc a r c e ­
l y  lo w e r e d , fo r  M r . D e a n e  n e v e r  h e a r d  
a n y  r e m a r k  u n le s s  i t  w a s  a d d r e sse d  d i ­
r e c t ly  t o  h im , a n d  n o t  a lw a y s  th e m , “ o r  
h e 'l l  r e d u c e  h im s e lf  to  t h e  l ik e n e s s  o f  a  
r a g -b a g  b e fo r e  w e g e t  h im  t h e r e . I  s a y , 
w h a t  a  s w e l l  y o u  a r e ! ”  h e  a d d e d , t a k in g  
h e r  b y  t h e  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  r e g a r d in g  h e r  
w ith  r e l u c t a n t  f r a t e r n a l  a d m ir a t io n .

A n d , in d e e d , sh e  lo o k e d  l ik e  a  d a in t y  
flow e r in  t h e  d im ly  l ig h t e d  h a l l .  S h e  
w o re  o n e  o f  t h e  d in n e r -d r e s s e s  L a d y  P a u l ­
in e  h a d  h a d  m a d e  fo r  t h e  v is i t  t o  L o n ­
d o n ;  a  s o f t  g r a y ,  a s  u s u a l ,  b u t  f it t in g  th e  
s lim , g r a c e fu l  fig u r e  e x q u is i te ly . I t  w a s  
o p e n  a  v e r y  l i t t l e  a t  t h e  n e c k , a n d  it  h a d  
a n  a ir  o f  s o ft  s p le n d o r  w h ic h  s t r u c k  e v e n  
B o b b y .

“ K i n d ly  m e n tio n  to  t h e  a d m ir in g  c r o w d s , 
a s  w e g o  a lo n g , t h a t  y o u  a r e  m y  s is t e r ,  
w ill y o u ? ”  h e  r e m a r k e d . “ I  fe e l r a t h e r  
p r o u d  o f  y o u .”

S h e  p u t  h e r  a r m  r o u n d  h is  n e c k ; b u t  h e  
d o d g e d  h e r  w it h :

“ A h , w o u ld  y o u !  N e v e r , n e v e r  a t t e m p t  
to  c u d d le  a  m a n  w h e n  h e  h a s  g o t  a  th r e e -  
in c h  c o l la r  a n d  a  w h ite  t ie  o n !  Y o u ’ d 
r u in  th e m . C o m e o n !  H i ,  f a t h e r !  w h e re  
a r e  y o u  g o i n g ? ”  fo r  M r . D e a n e  w ae s h u f ­
flin g  to w a r d  h is  b e lo v e d  d en . “ T h is  w a y ;  
g o in g  to  d in e  w ith  M r . M e r s h o n , y o u  
k n o w . G e t  in  a n d  h o ld  h im  t ig h t , D e c ie !”  

W h e n  t h e y  r e a c h e d  T h e  F ir s , a  fo o t m a n  
in  b r i l l ia n t — to o  b r i l l ia n t — liv e r y  o p e n e d  
t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  f ly ;  a n o th e r  sto o d  in  t h e  
h a l l— a  h a n d s o m e  h a l l  e n o u g h , w ith  p a lm s  
a n d  s t a t u a r y ;  b u t  h o w  d if fe r e n t  to  th e  
h a l l  a t  L e a f m o r e !— a n d  f lin g in g  o p e n  th e  
d r a w in g -r o o m  d o o r , a n n o u n c e d  th e m  w ith  
a  p o m p o u s  a ir .

D e c im a  w a s  a lm o s t  d a z z le d  b y  t h e  o v e r ­
l ig h te d , o v e r g i l t  r o o m . I t s  n e w n e ss  w a s  
e v e r y w h e r e — in  t h e  d e c o r a t io n s , t h e  fu r n ­
i t u r e , t h e  p ic tu r e s . I t  “ se a r e d  o n e ’ s e y e s ,” 
a s  p o o r  W i l l i a m  M o r r is  u se d  to  s a y .

D e c im a  w a s  a w a r e  p r e s e n t ly  t h a t  a  la d y  
w a s  s t a n d in g  in  f r o n t  o f  h e r . S h e  w a s  
p a s t  m id d le  a g e . w ith  h a ir  s t r e a k e d  w ith  
g r a y , w ith  a  t h in  f ig u re  a n d  a  p a le  fa c e , 
in  w h ic h  t im id i t y ,  a lm o s t  fe a r , w a s  p la in ­
l y  e x p r e sse d  a s  s h e  g la n c e d  fr o m  M r . M e r- 
fihon t o  D e c im a  a n d  b a c k  a g a in . M r. 
M e rsh o n , in  to o  w e ll-f it t in g  a n  e v e n in g -  
d r e s s  w ith  t h e  to o  la r g e  d ia m o n d  s tu d ,  
c a m e  u p .

“ M y  h a lf -s is t e r , M r s . S h e r b o r n e ,”  h e  
s a id . “ S h e  h a e  c o m e  t o  r u n  t h e  h o u s e  
fo r  m e .”  A s  h e s p o k e , h e  s h o t  a  s h a r p ,  
h a lf -s a v a g 'e  g la n c e  a t  h e r , a n d  w ith  a 
n e r v o u s  q u a v e r  in  h e r  v o ic e , M r s . S h e r ­
b o r n e  s a i d :

“ I — I  a m  v e r y  g la d  t o  see  y o u . W i l l  ■ 
y o u  c o m e  x in sta irs  a n d  t a k e  y o u r  c lo a k  I 
o f f?  I — I  w ill g o  w ith  y o u .”  1

D e c im a  fo llo w e d  h e r  u p  th e  s t a ir s ,  d a ­
d o ed  w ith  g o ld  a n d  lin e d  w ith  n ew  a n d  ! 
g a r is h  p ic tu r e s , a n d  M r s . S h e r b o r n e  h e lp ­
e d  h e r  o ff  w ith  h e r  c lo a k , t h o u g h  a  m a id  
s to o d  r e a d y  t o  d o  so .

“ Y o u - y o u  d id  n o t  e x n e c t  t o  s e e  a  la d y  
h e r e ? ”  s a id  M r s . S h e r b o r n e . “ I — I  o n ly  
c a m e  a  few  d a y s  a g o .”  S h e  s c a n n e d  th e  
lo v e lv  g ir l is h  fa c e  c o v e r t ly , th e n  tu r n e d  
h e r  e y e s  a w a y , a n d  so  r e m in d e d  D e c im a  
o f  M r . ^ fe r s h o n . “ Y o u  k n o w  m y  b r o th e r  
v e r y  w e ll, M is s  D e a n e ? ”  sh e  a d d e d  in  a 
q u ie te r  v o ic e , b u t  a  r e s t r a in e d  o n e , am if  
sh e w e re  t r y in g  t o  m a s t e r  h e r  n e r v o u s ­
n e ss . T h e  e f fo r t  m a d e  h e r  t o n e  c iir io u s ly  
im p a s s iv e  a n d  e x p r e s s io n le s s . I t  w a s  l ik e  
t h e  v o ic e  fro m  b e h in d  a  m a s k .

“ O h . n o .”  s a id  D e c im a . “ I  h a v e  o n ly  
m e t  M r . M e rsh o n  o n c e  o r  t w i c e .”

M r s . S h e r b o r n e  s m o th e r e d  a s ig h .
“ Y o u  a re  v e r y .y o u n g .”  sh e s a id , a s  i f  to  

h e r s e lf . D e c im a  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  w ith  so m e  
s u rp r is e , a n d  M r s . S h e r b o r n e  c o lo r e d  a n d  
b it  h e r  lip . “ A r e  y o u  r e a d v ?  W e  w ill  go  
d o w n ,”  sh e s a id , c o n fu s e d ly .

M r . M e rsh o n  g a v e  h is  a r m  to  D e c im a ,  
a n d  t h e y  w e n t  in to  th e  d in in g -r o o m .  
D e c im a 's  first im p r e s s io n  o f  th e  r o o m  w a s  
th a t, i t  w ae l ik e  a  je w e le r ’ s s h o p . T h e r e  
w a s  th e  u s u a l  o a k —-m o d e rn  o a k — fu r n i ­
tu r e , fr o m  w h ic h  t h e  h u g e  b u ffe t  s to o d  
o u t  c o n s p ic u o u s ly , aa i t  w a s  s im p ly  lo a d ­
ed  w ith  s ilv e r . T h e r e  w e re  b e a u t i fu l  flow ­
ers  o n  th e  t a b le , b u t  t h e  p r o fu s io n  o f  
nl’at-e o v e rw e ig h e d  a n d  se e m e d  t o  c r u sh  
th e m - i t  a n d  t h e  th r e e  fo o t m e n ; a n d  a s  
t h e y  m o v e d  to a n d  fr o , t h e ir  g a u d y  l i v ­
e r ie s  o p p r e sse d  D e c im a .

(T o  b e  c o n tin u e d .)

WHEN YOU’RE THIRSTY TRY

" S A L A D A ”

I c e d  T e a  w i t h  a  s l i c e  o f  l e m o n  in  it . I t  w i l l  
r e fr e s h  y o u  w o n d e r f u l l y  a n d  b e s i d e s  i t V .  
in v ig o r a t in g  a n d  a b s o lu t e ly  p u r e .

Allow tha t ea to steep for five minutes and then pour off Into 
another vessel to cool gradually. Never use artificial means 
of cooling until read y to serve; then add sugar, ico and lemon. J

I On the Farm
>

W h y  S p ra y in g  I s  N ecessary.

Past and gone are those days 
when large crops of perfect fruit, 
uninjured by curculio, codling moth 
or scab, could be harvested with­
out thought of sprays and spray 
pumps, of lead arsenate or paris 
green, of lime-sulphur and bord- 
eaux mixture, and of other treat­
ments for the troubles which con­
test the modern fruit grower’ s suc­
cess, writes Mr. J. G. Sanders.

In the early days, young orchards 
required but little care after plant­
ing, other than occasional cultiva­
tion, until in due time the perfect, 
unblemished fruit was gathered. A 
gradual change has taken place 
with the introduction and dissem­
ination of new insect pests and 
plant diseases, until now spray ap­
paratus and materials are abso­
lutely necessary.

These changing conditions have 
taught us a strong lesson of the pos­
sibility of even more disastrous in­
troduction of pests. There are still 
many serious pests in foreign lands 
which have not become established 
in our country, but doubtless will 
be sooner or later if systems o£ 
rigid inspection of imported plant 
material are not soon inaugurated. 
An insect or disease which is unim­
portant in its native land, may be­
come a serious menace when placed 
under new conditions and environ­
ment, where climate is favorable 
and natural enemies are lacking.

The awakening o| the entomolo­
gists and the public in general to 
the danger of introducing serious 
insect pests and fungus diseases 
was caused more largely by the in­
troduction of San Jose scale than 
any other one factor. No other in­
sect has caused so much expense 
and legislation as the San Jose 
scale (a harmless insect in its na­
tive home in central China), which 
infests a wide range of fruit trees 
as well as many ornaments. If 
there had been no inspection ser­
vice during the last fifteen or more 
years, this pest would now be found 
in every county and township 
in Canada where deciduous trees 
are growing. The damage caused 
by this tiny insect was early recog­
nized by entomologists and means 
were sought to prevent its spread. 
But before adequate means of con­
trol were discovered it had gained 
a foothold in many sections of some 
of the country, and in spite 
of all precautions has gradually 
spread.

What is true of fruit trees is also 
true of shade trees. Take, for in­
stance, the injury to our beautiful 
birch trees by insects. Such a gen­
eral destruction of birch trees in 
ornamental planting has occurred 
in the last four or five years 
throughout some sections that the 
attention of a great many people 
has been attracted to the loss. Sev­
eral theories have been advanced 
for the gradual dying of the birch 
trees, but the real cause is the 
bronze colored beetle.

The small white larva of the 
bronze birch-borer burrows just be­
neath the bark, eating its way ir­
regularly around the trunk and

limbs of the tree in the sap-bearing, 
layers, leaving winding galleries of; 
castings and cutting off the flow of 
sap beyond the point attacked. 0 > 
the younger branches these wind­
ing gallarres are revealed by the 
corresponding ridges on the exter-j 
ior of the limb.

No adequate remedy has been! 
found to combat this pest, although' 
a heavy coating of whitewash ap-j 
plied in spring before egg laying 
begins might prove a valuable 
check. It is always advisable to( 
cut out and burn all infested limb^ 
very early each year before the' 
adults emerge. _ (

Until this serious infestation 
passes over, it is not advisable to1 
plant any birches, for loss of the' 
tree is almost sure -to result.

D isin fe ctin g  Cow  Stab les. \
Disinfectants cannot destroy 

germs if they do not come into di-' 
rect contact with them. Disinfec-j 
tants should be applied in sufficient 
quantity thoroughly to saturate the' 
surfaces, after the adhering part-J 
icles of dirt are removed. In the 
application of the disinfectant in' 
cow stables, it is well to use a 
broom or stiff brush and thoroughly: 
scrub the floor, feed troughs,! 
stanchions and lower parts of the 
walls. The solution can be applifed 
to the ceilings and upper parts o f 
the side walls wilh a spray pump, 1 
and must be carried into any crey- 
ice and recess into which dirt can 
enter.

AUSTRALIA LOSING SETTLERSj

R e m a rk a b le  D e clin e  in  Im m ig ra tio n j 
F ro m  G re a t B r it a in .

There has been a remarkable fall­
ing off in emigration from Great 
Britain to the Australian colonies 
during the present year, according 
to the steamship companies con-j 
cerned in this traffic. It is put 
down to the present high level oi', 
wages apd the oomtinued trad 
boom which give men employrnen 
in England. Despite this, however 
Canada continues to get a ver 
large number of emigrants fro 
England and Scotland, so there &j 
probably other causes for the di 
crease in the Australian figures. J

This loss in traffic has been fe
rather seriously by the stearnsl* 
lines running to the South, Sea 
Last year there was a tremendoi. 
demand for passages to Austral? 
and New Zealand, and to meet th 
trade the steamship companies ii* 
creased the accommodations < 
each vessel and also put on im 
steamers. To-day the ships a 
running very light, even on 
duced schedules.

Even a lazy man will work-j 
he can discover an easy mark.

Most people would be 
benefited b y the o cc a -  
sioual use of
Na-Dru-Co Laxatives
G e n tly , t h o r o u g h ly ,  a n d  
w ith ou t d iscom fort, th ey  free 
th e  s y s t e m  o f  the w aste 
w h ich  p o ison s the b lo o d  and  
low ers th e  v ita lity . 2 5 c . a 
b o x ,  at y ou r  D ru g g ist ’s. 
National Drug and Chemical Co. 

o f  Canada, Limited. 176

Salt Yoar Sagar Taste.
at. Lawrence extra granu­

lated U now »old la  three d if­
ferent sUea o f crystals | all 
choicest and pur eat cane sugar. 

Fan* Crain {red labe l ) : 
la  M e  t n t y  grain from  top 

te bottom l» about the size of 
a p in bo in tT  

Maafcam Grain (blue label) : 
I.llce small aoed pearls, crrn  

and w hite aad  marvel* o f 
sweetness.

Coarse Grain (green label! : 
Like small diamonds and 

a lm o s t  a s  b r i l l ia n t ,  but 
quicklym elted.

Order Tbe She You 
Prefer.

Kvery grain, no matter its 
ai*e, is finest extra granulated 
pure cane sugar, shown by 
analysis 99-9^ to 100X para.
Tha waight la amarantaad aa

wall as tha quality.
Bags too lba., 25 lbs., 2 0  lbs. 

Cartons 5 lb s., a lba.
ft. Lwrsscs tapir Htflssrfss, Uodled.

Montreal. 4
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