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C H A P T E R  X I V .
" I s n ’t  h e  a  j o l l y  l i t t l e  fe l lo w , O l iv e ? ”  
O liv e  g la n c e s  a t  t h e  c h e r u b -fa c e d  b o y  o n  

m y  la p , w h o m  I  h a v e  b e e n  s m o t h e r in g  
w ith  k isse s .

"He is a fine child, certainly.”
" A  fin e  c h i ld !”  I  e x c la im  w ith  la u g h in g  

in d ig n a t io n . “ Y o u  s p e a k  o f  h im  a s  i f  h e  
w ere  softie y o u n g  c r e a t u r e  w h o m  y o u  w ere  
f a t t e n in g  fo r  a  p r iz e .”

O liv e  g la n c e s  a t  u s  f r o m  h e r  lo w  c h a ir  
in s id e  t h e  w in d o w . I  a m  s i t t in g  o n  th e  
s te p s  j u s t  o u ts id e , h o ld i n g  t h e  s t u r d y ,  
t w o -y e a r -o ld  b o y  in  m y  a r m s . S e p te m 
b e r  s u n s h in e  m a k e s  g lo r io u s  t h e  r u d d y  
g a b le s  o f  m y  o ld  h o u s e , r i s in g  s h a r p ly  
d e fin e d  a g a in s t  t h e  se re n e  b lu e  s k y ;  S e p 
t e m b e r  s u n s h in e  d r e a m s  o n  t h e  s m o o th  
t e r r a c e , o n  t h e  t r im  w a lk s  a n d  c a r e fu l  
flo w e r-b e d s  o f  m y  s h e lte r e d  g a r d e n , ju s t  
a s  i t  d r e a m e d  u p o n  t h e m  t h r e e  y e a r s  
a g o , w h e n  m y  s ic k  e y e s  s a w  n o  b e a u ty  
in  t h e m , n o r  in  t h e  s u n s h in e , n o r  in  a n y  
o th e r  f a i r  o r  lo v e ly  t h in g .

“ Y o u  w ill s p o il  h im , A l l i e ,”  O liv e  s a y s ;  
b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  sh e  s m ile s  in d u l
g e n t l y . ' -

“ S p o il h i m !  Y o u  a r e  n o t  c a p a b le  o f  
b e in g  sp o ile d , S c o t t ;  a r e  y o u ?  Y o u  ta k e  
a f t e r  y o u r  g o d m o t h e r , m y  f a i r  c h i ld !  A s  
i f  a n y b o d y  c o u ld  sp o il su ch  a  d a r lin g ,  
O l iv e !  W h y , th e  n ic e s t  t h in g  I  c o u ld  s a y  
o f  h im  w o u ld n ’ t  b e  h a l f  n ic e  e n o u g h !”  

“ N o t  n a i f  n ic e  ’ n o u g h !”  S c o tt  c o r r o b o r 
a t e s , in  a  p e r fe c t  o f  t e m p e s t  o f  c h u c k le s .

“ Y o u  d elic io u s, l i t t l e  m i t e ! ”  I  la u g h  en 
c o u r a g in g ly , k is s in g  h is  r o s e b u d  m o u th ,  
h is  b lo o m y  c h e e k s , h is  d im p le d  elbow B , 
w h ils t  h e  m a k e s  v a in  s n a tc h e s  a t  m y  h a ir ,  
a t  m y  e a r -r in g s , a t  m y  n o se  e v e n , w ith  
h is  c h u b b y  d im p le d  fis ts . “ W h y , O liv e , i f  
I  w e re  y o u  I  s h o u ld  d o  n o th in g  b u t  k is s  
h im  a l l  d a y  l o n g ! ”

“ I  w o n d e r  w h a t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  o f  H y a 
c in t h  a n d  t h e  v ic a r a g e , a n d  t h e  p a r is h  
g e n e r a l ly , i f  I  m a d e  a  g o o s e  o f  m y s e l f ? ”  
O liv e  s a y s  d e m u r e ly .

I  t a k e  g r e a t  d e lig h t  in  s p o i l in g  m y  l i t 
t l e  g o d s o n , p a r t ly  b e c a u s e  h e  is  su c h  a  
s p le n d id  l i t t l e  fe l lo w , b u t  p r in c ip a l ly  b e 
c a u s e  i t  is  so  a m u s in g  t o  h e a r  O liv e  p r o 
t e s t in g  a g a in s t  i t . S h e  haB g r o w n  s o  d e 
l ic io u s ly  m a t t e r -o f -fa c t  s in c e  sh e  m a r r ie d  
M r. L o c k h a r t !  T h r e e  y e a r s  h a v e  t r a n s 
fo r m e d  h e r  f r o m  a  s c a tt e r -b r a in e d  g ir l  
in t o  t h e  m o s t  a m u s i n g l y -d e m u r e  m a t r o n  
w h o  e v e r  p r e te n d e d  n o t  t o  a d o r e  h e r  h u s 
b a n d , o r  t o  t h in k  h e r  c h ild r e n  t h e  m o s t  
p e r fe c t  c h ild r e n  t h a t  e v e r  w e re  b o r n .

“ I  w o n d e r  h o w  y o u  w ill  b r in g  u p  y o u r  
o w n  c h ild r e n  o n e  o f  th e s e  d a y B ,”  O liv e  
o b s e r v e s  in  h e r  p r e c ise  v o ic e , g la n c i n g  a t  
m e  o v e r  t h e  p in a fo r e  sh e  is  e m b r o id e r 
in g .

“ I  s h a l l  n e v e r  h a v e  a n y  c h ild r e n  to  
b r in g  u p . I  s h a l l  b e  a  r ic h  o ld  s p in s t e r ,  
a n d  S c o t t  s h a l l  b e  m y  a d o p te d  son,* a n d  
I  w i l l  le a v e  W o o d h a y  t o  h im  w h e n  I  d ie , 
a n d  h e  s h a ll  t a k e  t h e  n a m e  o f  S c o t t — 
S c o t t  L o c k h a r t  S c o t t . D o e s n ’ t  i t  so u n d  
w e ll, O l iv e ? ”

“ I t  so u n d s  w e ll  e n o u g h ,”  O liv e  s a y s ,  
s m il in g .

“ B u t  y o u  d o n ’t  t h in k  i t  w ill  e v e r  c o m e
t o  p a s s ? ”  i

“1 h o p e  i t  w ill  n e v e r  c o m e  t o  p a s s .”  
“ Y o u  h o p e  y o u r  so n  w o n ’t  h a v e  W o o d -  

b a y ,  O l iv e ? ”  I
“ I  h o p e  y o u r  o w n  so n  w ill  h a v e  W o o d - j 

h a y ,  A ll ie .  Y o u  h a v e  d o n e  e n o u g h  f o r i  
S c o tt  a lr e a d y .”  i

“ B y  p r e s e n t in g  h im  w ith  a n  u g ly  s ilv e r  
m u g  t h e  d a y  h e  w a s  c h r is t e n e d !”

O liv e  s h a k e s  h e r  h e a d , d e n u d e d  o f  i t s  • 
g o ld e n  fr in g e  n o w , w ith  s le e k  g o ld e n  
b r a id s  d ra w n  b a c k  p la i n ly  fr o m  h e r  fo r e 
h e a d  in s te a d , a n d  p la it e d  n e a t ly  a t  th e  
b a c k  o f  h e r  n eck .

“ M y  d e a r  A ll ie ,  I  s h o u ld  b e  s o r r y  t o  
th in k  o f  y o u r  l iv in g  t h e  c h e e r le s s  l i fe  
y o u  h a v e  m a p p e d  o u t  fo r  y o u r s e lf .  I t  
s e e m s  a ll  v e r y  w e ll  n o w , w h ile  y o u  a re  
y o u n g  a n d  h a v e  p le n ty  o f  fr ie n d s . B u t  
t h in k  h o w  lo n e ly  y o u  w o u ld  fe e l b y -a n d -  
b y  w h e n  y o u  b e g in  t o  g r o w  o ld , w it h o u t  
h u s b a n d  o r  c h ild r e n  t o  c a r e  fo r  y o u —  
w ith  n o b o d y  in  t h e  w o r ld  w h o  r e a l ly  lo v e d  
y o u , p e r h a p s , a s  a  w ife  a n d  m o t h e r  is  
Bure to  b e  lo v e d !”

I f  I  s ig h , O liv e  d o e s  n o t  h e a r  m e , 
t h o u g h  h e r  p in k  e a r s  a r e  s h a r p  e n o u g h .

“ M y  d e a r , I  h a v e  b ee n  r e s ig n e d  to  m y  
f a t e  t h is  lo n g  t im e  b a c k ,”  I  s a y  c a r e 
le s s ly , p u ll in g  o n e  o f  S c o t t ’ s e la s t ic  c u r ls  
s t r a ig h t  a n d  th e n  le t t i n g  i t  r u n  in to  
g lo s s y  fla x e n  s p ir a ls  a g a i n ;  “ a n d , a f t e r  
a l l ,  i t  is  n o t  su ch  a  v e r y  t e r r ib le  t h in g  
t o  b e  a n  o ld  m a id .”

“ I  t h in k  i t  is  a  t e r r ib le  t h i n g ,”  O liv e  
a n sw e r s  s e r io u s ly — “ a  v e r y  t e r r ib le  
t h i n g .”

“ Y o u  d id  n o t  t h in k  so  a lw a y s , O liv e . I  
r e m e m b e r  w h e n  y o u  r id ic u le d  t h e  id e a  o f  
m a t r im o n y  a n d  w e re  g o in g  in  fo r  w o 
m a n ’s r ig h t s  a n d  a ll  t h a t  k in d  o f  t h i n g .”  

“ O h , t h a t  w a s  b e fo r e  I  k n e w !”  O liv e  
e a y s  s o f t ly .  “ D id  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  o f  a  w o 
m a n  w h o  h a d  a  h u s b a n d  a n d  c h ild r e n  
w i s h i n g 's h e  w e re  a n  o ld  m a id , A l l i e ? ”  

“ W h y  d o  y o u  t r y  t o  p u t  m e  o u t  o f  c o n 
c e it  w ith  m y  lo t ,  O l iv e ? ”  I  e x c la im  fr e t 
f u l ly .  “ I  s a id  lo n g  a g o  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  
n e v e r  m a r r y , a n d  I  n e v e r  s h a l l .  B u t  I  
m e a n  t o  b e  h a p p y  in  m y  o w n  w a y . I  a m  
h a p p y — j u s t  a s  h a p p y  a s  h a l f  t h e  m a r 
r ie d  w o m e n  in  t h e  w o r ld .”

O liv e  s h a k e s  h e r  s m o o th  h e a d  a g a in ,  
v e r y  p o s it iv e ly  t h is  t im e .

“ I  w ish  D ig g e s  w o u ld  c o m e  w ith  o u r  
t e a ,”  I  s a y , y a w n in g .

M y 'g o d s o n  h a s  s c r a m b le d  o ff  m y  la p , 
m y  b o o k  h a s  fa l le n  to  t h e  g r o u n d , t h e re  
se e m s t o  h a v e  c o m e  a  c o ld  b r e a t h  o f  a ir  
f r o m  so m e w h e r e  o r  o t h e r . I  s h iv e r  in  
m y  b lu e  a n d  g o ld -c o lo r e d  c h in tz  g o w n .

“ I t  is  e a r ly  y e t ,”  O liv e  r e t u r n s , p la c id 
l y  t h r e a d in g  h e r  n e e d le .

“ N o t  so  v e r y  e a r l y ” — lo o k in g  a t  m y  
w a tc h . “ I  "w o n d e r  w h a t  s p o r t  R o n a ld
h a s  h a d ?  I  h a v e n ’t  h e a r d  a n y  s h o ts  la t e 
l y ;  l\ave y o u ? ”

“ O n e c a n n o t  h e a r  m u c h  w h e n  y o u  a n d  
S c o t t  a r e  r o m p in g  w ith  e a c h  o t h e r .”

“ I  a m  su re  h e  o u g h t  to  h a v e  h a d  
e n o u g h  o f  i t  b y  t h is  t i m e ,”  I  s a y , n o t
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a l lu d in g  to  t h e  r o m p in g . “ H e  s t a r te d  o ff  
t h e  m o m e n t  a f t e r  b r e a k fa s t — se v e n  g o o d  
h o u r s  a g o , a t  t h e  v e r y  le a B t .”

“ A r e  y o u  in  a  h u r r y  t o  h a v e  h im  b a c k , 
A l l i e ? ”

“ N o t  t h e  s l ig h t e s t .  O n ly  i t  iB a s t o n is h 
in g  h o w  t h e  t h in g  n e v e r  se e m s  to  p a l l  
u p o n  t h e m !”

O liv e  lo o k s  a t  m e , a n d  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  
o f  h e r  fa c e  a n n o y s  m e .

“ M a y  I  a s k  w h a t  is  a m u s i n g ? ”  I  in 
q u ir e  c r o s s ly .

“ 0 ,  n o t h in g !  O n ly , fo r  su ch  a  c o n firm e d  
s p in s te r — ”

“ O liv e , t h e  e n d  o f  i t  w i l l  b e  t h a t  I  s h a ll  
q u a r r e l  w ith  y o u .”

“ I  h o p e  n o t ,”  O liv e  B ays e q u a b ly .  
“ H e r e  is  S ir  R o n a ld  c o m in g  u p  t h e  
la w n .”

I  h a d  see n  h im  b e fo r e  sh e  sp o k e , c r o s s 
in g  t h e  g r a s s  le is u r e ly , h is  g u n  u n d e r  
h is  a r m , a n d  h is  d o g s  a t  h is  h e e ls . .H e  
W e a rs  k n ic k e r b o c k e r s  a n d  c o a r s e  f ib b e d  
s h o o t in g -s t o c k in g s , a n d  h e  lo o k s  v e r y  w e ll 
.—o r  I  lik e  h is  lo o k s  v e r y  w e ll— a s  h e  com eB  
u p  t o  th e  w in d o w .

“ J u s t  in  t im e  fo r  t e a ,  R o n a ld .”
“ I  d o n 't  c a r e  fo r  t e a ,  R o s a lie ,”  h e  

la u g h s t  le a n in g  h is  g u n  a g a in s t  t h e  w a ll  
a n d  s i t t in g  d ow n  on  t h e  s te p s  a t  a  l i t t le  
d is ta n c e  fr o m  m e . “ B u t  I  d o n ’t  m in d  
a s s is t in g  a t  t h e  c e r e m o n y  o n c e  in  a  
w a y .”

“ H a d  y o u  a n y  s p o r t, R o n a ld ? ”
“ S h e  h o p e s  y o u  h a d  n o t ,”  O liv e  in te r 

p o la t e s  m is c h ie v o u s ly .
“ W h y  d o es sh e  h o p e  t h a t ? ”  R o n a ld  a s k s , 

lo o k in g  a t  m e .
“ D o n ’t  m in d  O l iv e ; Bhe is  in te n s e ly  d is 

a g r e e a b le  t o -d a y ,”  I  la u g h , s h r u g g in g  m y  
s h o u ld e r s .

D ig g e s  h a s  b r o u g h t  u p  a  g y p s y -t a b le  
in  f r o n t  o f  m e , a n d  l a i d  t h e  t e a -t h in g s  
u p o n  i t — m y  d a in t y  S e v re s  c u p s  a n d  sau *  
c e r s , m y  g ild e d  s p o o n s , m y  fa v o r it e  p lu m -  
c a k e , p i le d  h ig h  o n  a  S e v r e s  d is h , O liv e ’ s 
fa v o r it e  h o m e -m a d e  b is c u it s , a  b a s k e t  o f  
r ip e  b la c k  p lu m s .

" W h a t  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  d o in g  w ith  y o u r 
s e l f  a l l  d a y , R o s a l ie ? ”  R o n a ld  a s k s , w ith  
a p p a r e n t  ir r e le v a n c y .

"G a r d e n i n g  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  d r iv in g  w ith  
A u n t  R o s a .”

“ W h y  d id  y o u  n o t  c o m e  t o  m e e t  m e , a s  
y o u  p r o m is e d  y o u  w o u ld ? ”

" I  d o n ’t  k n o w .”
" I  W a s lo o k in g  o u t  fo r  y o u  in  t h e  la r c h  

w o o d .”
“ W e r e  y o u ? ”
“ I b t h a t  t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  y o u  k ee p  

y o u r  p r o m is e s , R o s a l ie ? ”
“ I  s c a r c e ly  e v e r  m a k e  a n y  p ro m ise B .”  
" S o  m u c h  t h e  b e t te r , s in c e  y o u  c a n  

b r e a k  t h e m  bo e a s i ly .”
“ I  in te n d e d  t o  g o , R o n a ld .”
"T h e n  w h y  d id  y o u  n o t  c o m e ? ”
I f  I  h a d  a n y  r e a s o n  a t  a l l ,  i t  waB su ch  

a  s i l ly  9n e t h a t  I  d o  n o t  c a r e  to  t e l l  i t  
t o  h im — in d e e d  n o th in g  w o u ld  in d u c e  m e  
■to t e l l  i t  t o  h im , o f  a l l  p e o p le  in  th e  
w o r ld . I  h a v e  g o n e  t o  m e e t  h im  o n  h is  
w a y  b a c k  fr o m  s h o o t in g  p r o b a b ly  a  h u n 
d re d  t im e s ;  b u t  o f  la t e  I  h a v e  s h r u n k  
fr o m  t r e a t in g  h im  w ith  t h e  s is t e r ly  f a 
m i l i a r i t y  w h ic h  h a s  r e n d e r e d  o u r  in te r 
c o u r se  w ith  e a c h  o t h e r  so  p le a s a n t — to  
m e , a t  le a s t — fo r  th e  la s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
W h e n  o r  h o w  thiB n ew  fe e lin g  o f  s h y n e s s  
s p r u n g  u p  it  w o u ld  p u z z le  m e  t o  t e l l .  
R o n a ld  h a s  a lw a y s  t r e a t e d  m o  l ik e  a  
y o u n g e r  s is t e r , w ith  a  g e n t le  p r o te c t in g  
k in d n e s s  w h ic h  h a s  n o th in g  o f  t h e  lo v e r  
a b o u t  it . I  b e lie v e  h is  l a s t  a t t e m p t  a t  
lo v e  m a k in g  waB in  t h e  t r a i n  t h a t  e v 
e n in g , th r e e  y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  h e  b r o u g h t  
m e  d o w n  to  W o o d h a y . I  d o  n o t  r e m e m 
b e r  a  s in g le  w o rd , a  s in g le  lo o k  s in ce  
th e n  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  c o n s tr u e d  in to  th e  
m o s t  d is t a n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  a n y t h in g  b e 
y o n d  c o u s in ly  o r  b r o t h e r ly  a ffe c t io n . A n d  
I  h a v e  ig n o r e d  t h e  p a s t  j u s t  a s  e n t ir e ly  
— p e r h a p s  i t  w a s  e a s ie r  fo r  m e  to  do it  
t h a n  fo r  h im — a n d  fo u n d  i t  v e r y  p le a 
s a n t  to  h a v e  R o n a ld  t o  g o  t o  in  a l l  m y  
d iffic u ltie s , t o  e a s e  m e  in  a  g r e a t  m e a 
su re  o f  a ll  m y  c a r e s  o f  s t a te , fo r , th o u g h  
w e do n o t  l iv e  in  t h e  s a m e  c o u n ty , o r  in  
t h e  s a m e  c o u n tr y  e v e n — R o n a ld ’ B p la c e , 
B a lq u h a r r ie , is in  S c o t la n d — h e  c o m e s  to  
W o o d h a y  o ft e n , a n d  w e w r ite  t o  e a c h  
o t h e r  c o n s t a n t l y - l o n g  le t t e r s ,  c h ie fly  on  
b u s in e s s , -tout le t t e r s  w h ic h  I  t h in k  a r e  a  
p le a s u r e  to  u s  b o th . I  k n o w  t h e y  a r e  a  
p le a s u r e  t o  m e .

I  h a v e  h a d  a  g r e a t  m a n y  o ffe r s  o f  m a r 
r ia g e  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  th r e e  y e a r s , m o r e  
t h a n  I  c a r e  to  r e m e m b e r . I  d is m is s e d  m y  
s u ito r s  o n e  a f t e r  t l je  o t h e r  w ith  n o  
q u a lm s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e , fo r  e v e n  t h e  v a in -  
o s t  o f  th e m  c o u ld  n o t  s a y  t h a t  I  h a d  
b e sto w e d  a n y  fa v o r s  u p o n  h im , o r  g iv e n  
h im  a n y  r e a s o n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  I  w ou ld  
le n d  a  fa v o r a b le  e a r  t o  h is  s u it . T h e  
o n ly  o n e  fo r  w h o m  I  f e l t  a n y  s y m p a t h y  
w a s  p o o r  G u ss ie  D e a n e . I t  d id  g r ie v e  
m e — fo r  t h e  sp a c e  o f  a  d a y  a n d  a  h a l f  
— to  sen d  h im  a w a y  s o r r o w in g ; b u t  th e n  
n e it h e r  h a d  I  e v e r  g iv e n  h im  a n y  e n c o u r 
a g e m e n t — m y  g r e a t e s t  e n e m y  c o u ld  n ot  
c a l l  m e  a  flir t . Gite h a d  g o n e  o u t  t o  th e  
C a p e , h e  w e n t  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  a g o ;  
O liv e  h e a r s  f r o m  h im  so m e tim e s . She

S h ilo h 's  G ia n e
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s a y s  sh e  t h in k s  h e  is g e t t in g  r a t h e r  fo n d  
o f  h is  c o lo n e l ’ s d a u g h te r , a  n ice  g ir l  w h o m  
w e u se d  to  k n o w  in  L o n d o n ; a n d  I  h o p e  
i t  is th e  c a s e . E ll in o r  D e a n e  is  m a r r ie d  
t o  J a c k  R o lle s t o n ; I  h a v e  h a d  th e m  d o w n  
h e r e  a t  W o o d h a y  o n  a  v is it . P o p p y  a n d  
h e r  h u s b a n d  a r e  in  C e y lo n .

R o n a ld  S c o tt  h a d  n e v e r  g o n e  b a c k  t o  
I n d ia . A  d is t a n t  r e la t iv e — a  t h ir d  o r  
fo u r t h  c o u s in  o f  h is  m o t h e r 's ,  I  b e lie v e , 
a n d  a  v e r y  o ld  m a n — h a d  d ie d  b e fo r e  h is  
y e a r ’s  h o lid a y  w a s  o v e r , le a v in g  h im  
B a lq u h a r r ie , a  fin e  w ild  p la c e  in  th e  
n o r th  o f  S c o t la n d , w h ic h  it  se e m s  h e  a l 
w a y s  k n e w  w o u ld  o n e  d a y  b e  h is . I  h a v e  
n e v e r  b ee n  t h e r e ; b u t  I  h a v e  seen  p h o to 
g r a p h s  o f  th e  o ld  c a s t le ,  w ith  it s  k ee p  
a n d  d r a w b r id g e , a n d  t h e  g r e a t  w ild  
m o u n t a in s  t o w e r in g  u p  b e h in d  i t . S o m e 
t im e s  a  d is a g r e e a b le  t h o u g h t  o b tr u d e s  it 
s e l f  in to  m y  m in d  t h a t  R o n a ld  w ill be  
m a r r y in g  s o m e b o d y  so m e  o f  th e s e  d a y s , 
a n d  t h a t  I  s h a ll  lo s e  m y  fr ie n d . B u t  
I  p u t  th e  id e a  a w a y  fr o m  m e  p e r s is t e n t 
l y ;  w h e n  th e  m is fo r t u n e  h a p p e n s  i t  w ill  
b e  t im e  e n o u g h  to  la m e n t  o v e r  it . M e a n 
w h ile  R o n a ld  b e lo n g s  t o  m e .

D e a r  o ld  U n c le  T o d  d ied  tw o  y e a r s  a g o , 
a n d  s in c e  h is  d e a th  A u n t  R o s a  h a s  liv e a  
w ith  m e . A t  h is  d e a th  th e  L o c k h a r ts  
m o v e d  in to  t h e  v ic r a g e . I t  is  p le a s a n t  to  
h a v e  O liv e  so  n e a r — s c a r c e ly  a  d a y  p a sse s  
t h a t  w e d o  n o t  see  e a c h  o t h e r — h e r  n u r 
s e r y  is  o n e  o f  m y  fa v o r it e  h a u n t s . W h e n  
I  a m  e n jo y in g  m y s e l f  t h e r e ^ n o b o d ~  w ou bV  
su p p o se  t h a t  I .w f l a  th o  u h a p i t f o a c t a b le  
M i s ^  S m tfe rs  'o f  W o o d h a y — so, a t  le a s t ,  

^ O liv e  tellB  m e  w h e n  sh e  in te r r u p ts  so m e  
g lo r io U 9 r o m p . A n d  I  a m  h a p p y  enouerh, 
w ith  a  k in d  o f  n e g a t iv e  h a p p in e s s — I  m a n 
a g e  t o  l iv e , a n d  t a k e  so m e  p le a s u r e  o u t  
o f  l i f e — w it h o u t  t h e  h e a r t  w h ic h  I  b u r ie d , 
t h e  d a y  I  c a m e  o f  a g e , f a r  d o w n  in  t h e  
d e p th s  o f  m y  s h a d o w y  c o m b e . I  h a v e  
n e v e r  a tte m p te d  t o  r a is e  i t  u p  a g a in — I  
d o  n o t  su p p o s e  I  c o u ld , i f  I  w o u ld . I  
h a v e  lo v e d  a n d  d o n e  w ith  lo v e ^ -I  g a v e

m y  h e a r t  t o  G e r a r d  B a x t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  
a n d  a  h a l f  a g o , a n d , i f  I  h a v e  a n y  h e a r t  
le f t ,  i t  is  h is  s t i l l .  D e e p  d o w n , f a r  a w a y  
f r o m  th e  d is t u r b in g  p le a s u r e s  a n d  c a r e s  
o f  e v e r y  d a y , l ie s  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a  b o y  
w it h  d a r k  e y e s -^ th e  m e m o r y  o f  a  t a l l  
h a n d s o m e  la d  w h o m  I  lo v e d  lo n g  a g o , 
w h o m  I  k n o w — i f  I  d a r e d  t o  d is tu r b  t h e  
m o s s  a n d  lo n g  graBBes a b o u t  t h a t  b u r ie d  
h e a r t—'I  lo v e  s t i l l  a s  I  B h all n e v e r  lo v e  
a n y  o n e  e lse  in  t h e  w o r ld .

' I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e re  in  a  h u r r y  fo r  t e a ,  
A l l i e ? ”

O liv e 's  v o ic e  w a k e s  m e  o u t  o f  a  r e v 
e r ie .

“ I  w o n d e r  w h e re  L i ly  i s ? ”  I  r e m a r k , a s  
I  a r r a n g e  m y  c u p s  a n d  B au cers.

" I n  h e r  r o o m , I  t h i n k .”
‘ ‘P o o r  c h i l d !”  I  s a y  B o ftly .
"S h e  se e m s v e r y  n e r v o u s  a n d  e x c ite d , 

A llie , d o e s n ’t  s h e ? ”
" I s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r ? ”
" I  su p p o se  n o t .”
I  fe e l v e r y  n e r v o u s  a n d  e x c ite d  m y s e l f ,  

t h o u g h  I  t r y  n o t  to  t h in k  o f  to -m o r r o w . 
I  h a v e  b e e n  le a r n in g  a  le s s o n  fo r  t h e  la s t  
th r e e  y e a r s , an d* I  a m  a fr a id , n o w  t h a t  
I  s h a l l  so  Boon b e  c a lle d  u p o n  t o  r e p e a t  
it , m y  c o u r a g e  m a y  f a i l  a t  t h e  l a s t  m o 
m e n t . I f  I  c o u ld  h a v e  sa v e d  m y s e lf  so  
se v e re  a  t r ia l ,  I  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  i t ;  b u t  
I  c o u ld  n o t  v e r y  w e ll . A n d  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  is  
b e t te r  to  h a v e  i t  o v e r . T h e  t e s t  m u s t  
c o m e  so o n e r  o r  la t e r ,  a n d  s o m e tim e s  I  
a lm o s t  lo n g  fo r  i t  w ith  a  fe v e r  o f  im p a t i 
e n c e , fo r ,  t i l l  I  h a v e  t r ie d  m y  o w n  e n 
d u r a n c e , h o w  c a n  I  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w ill  6t a n d ?

“ S c o tt , w i l l  y o u  r u n  in  a n d  p u ll  t h e  
b e ll , d a r l in g — o r  s t a y ,  I  w ill  g o  fo r  h e r  
m y s e lf .  H e r6 is  y o u r  t e a , O liv e , a n d  e x 
c u se  m e  fo r  a  m o m e n t — I  w a n t  t o  Bee 
w h a t  L i ly  is  a b o u t .”

I  fin d  h e r  in  t h e  p r e t t y  s o u th  r o o m , 
w h ic h  I  h a v e  h a d  fitte d  u p  fo r  h e r . S h e  
is  s t a n d in g  b e fo r e  t h e  g la s s ,  a  s le n d e r  
fig u re  in  a  lo n g  w h ite  g o w n .

“ L i l y ! ”
S h e  t u r n s  r o u n d  a t  t h e  Bound o f  m y  

v o ic e . *
“ A d m ir in g  y o u r s e lf , y o u  v a in  c h i ld ? ”  
SJje r u n s  to  m e , th r o w s  h e r  a r m s  r o u n d  

m e , a n d  b u r s t s  in t o  a  su d d e n  p a s s io n  o f  
t e a r s .

‘M y  d e a r  L i ly , w h a t  a r e  y o u  c r y in g  fo r ,  
o n  t h is  d a y , o f  a l l  d a y s  in  t h e  y e a r ! ”  
O n ly  so b s  a n s w e r  m e . I  t o u c h  l*er h a ir  
t e n d e r ly , t h e  s o f t  h a i r  t h a t  g le a m s  lik e  
g o ld  a s  it  r ip p le s  a w a y  fr o m  h e r  w b Jte  
fo r e h e a d . “ Y o u  a r e  a  v e r y  fo o lfs h  c ir ld ,  
L i l y ;  d o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t ? ”

“ I  c a n n o t  h e lp  i t , R o s a lie ,  o h , R o s a lie , 
w h a t  i f  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  c a r e  fo r  m e — w h a t  
i f  h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  c a r e d  fo r  so m e b o d y  
else— ”

‘ H e  h a s  n o t  c a r e d  fo r  a n y b o d y  e ls e  s in c e  
h e l e f t  y o u , d a r l i n g .”  *

" B u t  h o w  do y o u  k n o w ? ”
" I  k n o w . A n d  I  h a v e  c o m e  to  t a k e  y o u  

d o w n  t o  t e a . D r y  y o u r  e y e s  a n d  c o m e  
w ith  m e .* '

S h e  d r ie s  h e r  e y e s  o b e d ie n t ly ; sh e  is  
ju s t  a s  m u c h  o f  a  c h ild  s t i l l  a s  sh e  waB 
th r e e  y e a r s  a g o . I n  o t h e r  t h in g s  sh e  is  
im p r o v e d  o u t  o f  a l l  r e s e m b la n c e  t o  h e r  
fo r m e r  s e l f . In  a p p e a r a n c e  sh e  h a s ,  i f  
a n y t h in g , g a in e d  in , a t t r a c t iv e n e s s , w h ile  
in  m a n n e r  sh e  is  a s  d iffe r e n t  f r o m  th e  
g i r l  I  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t& W o o d h a y  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a g o  a s  sh e  is  in  e d u c a t io n  a n d  
r e fin e m e n t  o f  s p e e c h / I  h a v e  t a k e n  p a in s  
t o  ‘m a k e  G e r a r d ’ s w ife  a s  b e a u t i f u l  m e n 
t a l l y  a s  sh e  is  o u t w a r d ly , fo r  h is  sa k e , 
a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  r e w a r d e d  b y  a  m o s t  u n 
e x p e c te d  m e a s u r e  o f  su c c e ss . L i ly  is  a s  
f a i r  a s  t h e  flow e r Bhe is  c a lle d  a f t e r — th e  
w r e tc h e d  s u r r o u n d in g s  o f  h e r  n e g le c te d  
c h ild h o o d  h a v e  n o t  s m ir c h e d  t h e  w h ite 
n e ss  o f  h e r  so u l.

A  l i t l e  w a y w a r d  sh e  is  s t i l l ,  a  l i t t le  
w il l fu l  e v e n ; b u t  t o  m e  sh e  is  a lw a y s  
o b e d ie n c e  i t s e lf .  I  t h in k  sh e  a lw a y s  w o u ld  
b e  to  a n y  o n e  sh e  lo v e d .

A n d  sh e  lo v e s  m e  w ith  a  p e r fe c t  p a s 
s io n  o f  d e v o t io n . W h e t h e r  sh e  w o u ld  
lo v e  m e  so  m u c h  i f  sh e  k n e w  h o w  G e r a r d  
o n c e  lo v e d  m e  I  k n o w  n o t-V I  h a v e  t a k e n

M o s t  G r o c e r s  W i l l  G i v e  Y o u

I I

C e y l o n  T e a  w h e n  y o u  a s k  f o r  I t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  
w h o  w o u l d  r a t h e r  m a k e  a  b i g  p r o f i t  t h a n  s e r v e  y o u  
w e l l .  A s k  f o r  " S a l a d a ”  a n d  s e e  t h a t  y o u  g e t  i t .

B L A C K , M IX E D  o r  G R E E N . ois
Sold Only In U a d  Packets. By nil Grocara,

It Pays The Housewife
to use the best sugar— because 
poor sugar means poor cooking.

IF Winter weather roughens and reddens 
your skin, causing chaps, chilblains 
and general discomfort, try

N A - D R U - C O
Witch Hazel Cream

The creamy Ingredients sooth and soften 
the outer skin, while the Witch Hazel 
penetrates and heals the deeper tissues. 
Delightful after shaving or washing.

25c. a bottle, at your druggist’s.
NATIONAL DRUG AND CHEMICAL CO.

OF CANADA. LIMITED. 185

is the genuine“ Montreal Granulated” — absolutely pure, 
sparkling crystals o f  the most inviting appearance.

A sk  your grocer for a ao lb.
b a g  o f  S T .  L A W R E N C E  
G R A N U L A T E D  —  also sold 
by the barrel and in 100  lb. bags.

The St. Lawrence Sugar Refining Co. Limited
MONTREAL. 32

c a r e  t h a t  sh e  s h a l l  n e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  s to r y  
f r o m  m e  o r  f r o m  a n y  o n e  e lse .

" W h a t  s h a l l  I  d o  i f  h e  h a t e s  m e , R o s a 
l i e ? ”

X a m  h o ld i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  B m a ll t r e m b 
l i n g  h a n d s , s m o o t h in g  b a c k  t h e  t e n d r ils  
o f  re d  g o ld  h a i r  o u t  o f  t h e  v e lv e t y  s a p 
p h ir e  b lu e  e y e s . T h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  w is t 
f u l  fa c e  se n d s  a  s t r a n g e  p a n g  t e  m y

" H a t e  y o u , d a r l i n g !  A s  i f  h e  c o u ld !”  
“ H e  n e v e r  lo v e d  m e  a s  I  lo v e d  h im ,  

R o s a lie .”
“ T h e n  h e  w il l  f a l l  in  lo v e  w ith  y o u  t o 

m o r r o w ,”  I  a s s u r e  h e r , s m ilim ? . S h e  
s m ile s , to o , a t  t h a t ,  a  v e r y  c h ild lik e  s m ile .  

" I f  I  c o u ld  o n ly  t h in k  it — ”
“ M y  d a r l in g . y o u  m a y  b e  su re  o f  i t . H e  

w ill  n o t  b e  a b le  to  h e lp  h i m s e l f ,”
“ A m  I  bo d if fe r e n t  fr o m  w h a t  I  w a s  

t h e n ? ”
T h e  d ee p  v e lv e t y  e y e s  s e a r c h  m y  fa c e  

w is t fu l ly ,  th e  c o lo r  b u r n s  d e e p e r  a n d  
d e e p e r  in  t h e  r o u n d e d  c h e e k s .

“ J u s t  t h e  d iffe r e n c e  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  w ish  
t o  see . L i ly .  Y o u  w e re  a  c h ild  th e n , d a r 
l i n g ;  n o w  y o u  a r e  a  w o m a n , r e a d y  t o  le n d  
a  w o m a n 's  e a r n e s t  h e lp fu l  l i f e .”

“ I f  I  m a y  o n ly  h e lp  h im , R o s a l i e ! ”  
“ Y o u  s h a l l  h e lp  h im . S ee h o w  h e  h a s  

g o t  o n — w h a t  a  n a m e  h e  h a s  m a d e  fo r  
h i m s e l f !  A n d  i f  h e  h a s  d o n e  so  m u c h  
a lo n e , w h a t  w ill  h e  n o t  do w ith  y o u  t o  
c h e e r  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  h i m ? ”

Bhe s ig h s , a s  i f  t h e  p ic t u r e  o p p r e s s e d  
h e r  w ith  itB w e ig h t  o f  fe l ic i t y .

“ W h a t  h a v e  y o u  b ee n  d o in g  u p  h e re  
a l l  th e  a ft e r n o o n , L i l y ? ”

"L o o k i n g  a t  m y s e l f  in  t h e  g la s s ,  sh e  
a n s w e r s  a t  o n ce .

" W h a t  a  c h ild  y o u  a r e !”  I  s a y . la u g h 
in g .

" I t  w a s  c h ild is h , w a s n ’t  i t ?  B u t , i f  y o u  
k n e w , R o s a lie — ”

" I  d o  k n o w , d a r l in g — I  k n o w  a l l  a b o u t
it."

I t  is  I  w h o  Bigh t h is  t im e , r e m e m b e r in g  
a  g ir l  in  a  b lu e  d r e s s , w ith  a  b u n c h  O f 
vio letB  n e s t l in g  o v e r  h e r  h e a r t — a  g ir l  w h o  
h a d  lo o k e d  u p  in to  G e r .y d  B a x t e r 's  d a r k  
e y e s  a n d  " l o v e d  h im  w ith  t h a t  lo v e  w h ic h  
w a s  h e r  d o o m .”

"C o m e  d o w n  a n d  h a v e  so m e  t e a ,”  I  s a y ,  
d r a w in g  h e r  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m  w ith  m e .

I  lo v e  th e  c h ild , fo r  G e r a r d 's  s a k s ;  b u t  
i t  h a s  c o st  m e  m a n y  a  p a n g  t o  w a t c h  
h e r  g r o w in g  lo v e lin e s s  a n d  t h in k  _ w h o se  
a r m s  w ill  c la s p  h e r , w h o se  l ip s  w ill  k is s  
h e r  b y  a n d  b y  w h e n  I  a m  fo r g o t t e n !  T h e  
p a in  is  v e r y  v a g u e  n o w , a  d im n e s s  haB  
c o m e  o v e r  it  o f  la t e . B u t  I  k n o w  t h a t  it  
is  o n ly  in  a b e y a n c e — t h a t  t h e  v e r y  s o u n d  
o f  G e r a r d  "B a i t e r ’ s v o ic e  w ill  b r in g  i t  a l l  
t o  l i f e  a g a in , to  h a u n t  m e  w ith  it s  o ld  
t o r m e n t in g  a n g u is h  o f  u n r e s t .

" I  s h a l l  k n o w  t o -m o r r o w ,”  t h e  g i r l  sayB  
d r e a m ily , a s  w e c ro ss  t h e  h a l l  to g e t h e r . 
" I  B hall k n o w  t o -m o r r o w .”

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

ROOF AGAINST LIGHTNING
Easily and cheaply make roofs 

proof against wet, wind, fire 
and lightning.

7- 5, , „  S a fe l^ ockAreston swngies
/C o s t  less than flimsy substitutes; 

Jroutlast the building itself; need no 
^painting. Don’t buy roofing before 

you send to us for complete facts. 
M . S .  &  S .  C o .  P r e s t o n ,

1 O n t . |

Which is his

T HERE’S no mistaking the expression of a man whose farm is well “improved.” 
He looks as prosperous as he feels. '

It isn’t the size of a place that counts most, nor its actual dollars-and-cents 
value. It’s rather that “well-kept,” thrifty appearance; the appearance that makes 
you think of fat stock, and well-filled barns, and comfortable, contented living.

Neat, permanent improvements go further in giving a farm this appearance than 
any other feature.

Concrete Is The Idea! Material
for such improvements. It is neat, harmonizing: with its surroundings in the country. 
Everlasting, it cannot be injured by fire, frost, wind or lightning. Age— instead of 
causing it to decay— actually makes It stronger.

Concrete never needs repair— first cost is last cost. New improvements can be added 
year after year with less expense than would be required to keep wooden structures 
in repair.

Concrete walks, feeding floors, dairy-barns, ice-houses, root-cellars, well-curbing, 
fence posts, silos— which o f these does your farm need most? Whatever you want to 
build, it’s best to build it o f concrete. >.■■

Do you want to know more about this subject at permanent farm improvements?
Then write for your copy of

“  W h a t T h e  Farm er C an  D o  W ith  C on cre te .’ !

LAICn

m u
, CEMENT

It’s a book of 160 pages, telling how other 
farmers have used the “ handy material”  to 
good advantage. Published to sell at 50c. a 
copy, It Is now being offered free to all farmer* 
who write for It. Address

! Canada Cement Co., Ltd., 30-35 National Bank Building, Montreal.

SEND 
YOUR «


