
C H A P T E R  I I I —  (C o n t 'd .)

G a u n t  d id  n o t  m o v e  a  l im b  o r  t h e  e y e s  
w h ic h  r e s te d  u p o n  t h e  fa c e  u p t u r n e d  to

“ W h a t  iB c a s e ? ”  c o n t in u e d  M o r g a n  
T h o r p e , d e l ic a t e ly  k n o c k in g  t h e  a s h  fr o m  

; h is  c ig a r e t t e  o n  to  t h e  in la id  tafrle. 
“ T h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ” — h e  h a l f  c lo se d  h is  
e y e s  a n d  r e g a r d e d  t h e  w h ite -fa c e d  m a n  
b e fo r e  h im  t h r o u g h  th e  n a r r o w  e lite , a s  
a  c a t  r e g a r d e  t h e  w re tc h e d  m o u s e  ly in g  
b e tw e e n  h e r  p a w s — “ y o u  a n d  I ,  a n d  a n ­
o t h e r  w h o s h a ll  b e  'n am eleee , w e re  th e  
c lo s e s t  fr ie n d s . W e  h a d  m e t  a s  fe llow - 
t r a v e le r s  in  a n  A lp in e  p a s s . A lp in e  p a s s  
s o u n d s  q u it e  ‘ n o v e lis h ,’ d o e s n ’ t  i t ?  I  l ik e  
t h e  so u n d — A lp in e  p a s s  I W e  s p e n t  th e  
n ig h t  w ith  s u n d r y  g u id e s  a n d  p o r te r s  in  
a  sn o w -b o u n d  h u t . T h e  a c q u a in t a n c e  th u s  
p le a s a n t ly  c o m m e n c e d  t ip e p e d  in to  a  
fr ie n d s h ip  w h ic h , I  t r u s t ,  m a y  c o n t in u e .”  

G a u n t  m a d e  a  g e s t u r e  o f  im p a t ie n c e ,  
b u t  M o r g a n  T h o r p e  o n ly  s m ile d , a s  th e  
c a t  m ig h t  s m i le  a t  th e  c o n t o r t io n s  o f  th e  
m o u s e .

“ Y o u  a r e  t r a v e l in g  a lo n e  a n d  a r e  s o l i ­
t a r y .  I  h a v e  m y  s i s t e r  w ith  m e , a  o h a r m -  
in g  g ir l  w h o m  t o  see  a n d  to  k n o w  is  to  
•—lo v e  I”

G a u n t  b i t ,  h is  l ip  a n d  d rew  a  lo n g  
b r e a t h .

“ Y o u  see , y o u  le a r n  t o  k n o w , y o u  lo v e  
h e r ! F o r  r e a s o n s  b e s t  k n o w n  to  y o u r -  
Belf y o u  t r a v e l  in c o g . Y 6u  s t a t e  t h a t  y o u r  
n a m e  is E d w a rd  B a r n a r d , a  g e n t le m a n  
o f  in d e p e n d e n t  m e a n s , t r a v e l in g  fo r  p le a s ­
u r e  a n d  in s tr u c t io n . A s  E d w a r d  B a r n ­
a r d  y o u  l a y  s ie g e  to m y  s is t e r ’ s h e a r t ,  
a n d  y o u  ta k e  b y  s t o r m  t h a t  p r e c io u s  
c i t a d e l .”

G a u n t  s h ift e d  o n e  fo o t , b u t  M b e y e e  
n e v e r  le f t  th e  s m il in g , m o c k in g  fa c e . A s  
t h e  t o r tu r e d  m a n  o n  t h e  r a c k  w a tc h e s  
t h e  e x e c u t io n e r , so  h e  w a t c h e d  M o r g a n  
T h o r p e .

“ T h e  la d y  is , o f  c o u r s e , v ir t u o u s . T h e r e  
la o n ly  o n e  r o a d  to  h a p p in e s s — t h e  p a th  
w h ic h  le a d s  t o  m a t r im o n y , a n d , a s  E d ­
w a r d  B a r n a r d , y o u  t a k e  it . Y o u  a n d  t b e  
b e a u te o u s  L a u r a  a r e  m a r r ie d  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  
E n g l is h  c h u r c h  a t  V e v e y , o n — w h a t  is  th e  
d a t e ? ”

L o r d  G a u n t  r e m a in e d  s t o n i ly  s i le n t . H e  
w a s  lik e  t h e  f ig u re  o f  t h e  S p h in x  in  h is  
se t  c a lm n e s s .

“ N o  m a t t e r ;  I  h a v e  th e  d a te  o n  th e  
c e r t ific a t e  in  m y  p o c k e t-b o o k . Y o u  a r e  
m a r r ie d  w ith  a l l  t h e  fo r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  
p r e s c r ib e d  b y  r ig id  la w  a n d  e x a c t in g  
c h u r c h , a n d  y o u  s e t  o u t  fo r  y o u r  h o n e y ­
m o o n . A l a s !  i t  is  a  sh o T t h e m e y -m o o n !  
B e fo r e  it  h a s  sc a r c e  b e g u n  t o  w a n e , 
y o u — "

G a & n t ’ g s e l f -r e s t r a in t  se e m e d  t o  f a i l  
h im  a t  t h is  p o in t ,  a n d  h e  b r o k e  in  w ith  
s c a r c e ly  re p r e s s e d  p a s s io n :

“ I  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  w o m a n  I  h a d  
m a r r ie d  w a s  a n  a d v e n tu r e s s — a  w o m a n  
w h o — ”

“ P a r d o n !”  s a id  M o r g a n  T h o r p e , s o f t ly ,  
iw e e t ly . “ R e m e m b e r  I  a m  h e r  b r o th e r ,  
a n d  s p a r e  m e !  D o  n o t - l e t  u b  in d u lg e  in  
r e c r im in a t io n s ; i t  is  c h ild is h , u s e le s s . L e t  
u a s a y  t h a t  y o u  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
s u c h  in c o m p a t ib i l i t y  o f  t e m p e r  t h a t  tfou  
fo u n d  it  im p o s s ib le  to  l iv e  w ith  h e r . S h a ll  
w e p u t  i t  in  t h a t  w a y ? ”

L o r d  G a u n t  m a d e  n o  r e s p o n s e , a n d  th e  
e o ft  a n d  m u s ic a lv v o ic e  w e n t  o n .
■ “ O n e  d a y  y o u  le f t  y o u r  w ife , y o u r  b r id e  

— t o y  d e a r  fe l lo w , h o w  c o u ld  y o u  b e  so  
h e a r t le s s  ?— w ith  t h e  In t im a t io n  * t h a t  y o u  
d id  n o t  in te n d  to  retu ifh . S h e  w a s  h e a r t ­
b r o k e n , d e s o la t e !  - N o t  e v e n  t h e  a d d e n ­
d u m  t o  y o u r  le t t e r  w h ic h  in fo r m e d  h e r  
t h a t  a  l ib e r a l  a l lo w a n c e  w o u ld  b e  m a d e  
t o  h e r  w h ile  sh e  rd f r a in e d  f r o m  m o le s t ­
in g  y o u , c o n s o le d  h e r . A la s ,  s h e  lo v e d  
y o u ! ”

L o r d  G a u n t  m o v e d  s l ig h t ly , a n d  a  g r im  
s m ile  p la y e d  u p o n  h is  lip s  fo r  a  m o m e n t , 
t o  b e  fo llo w e d  b y  t h e  s e t  s t e r n n e s s  w h ic h  
h a d  d o m in a te d  h ie  e x p r e s s io n  h ith e r t o .

“ S h e  lo v e d  y o u . S h e  c h a r g e d  m e  w ith  
t h e  t a s k  o f  fo l lo w in g  a n d  f in d in g  y o u .  
I ,  a s  h e r  d e v o te d  b r o th e r , a c c e p te d  t h a t  
t a s k .  M y  d e a r  B a r n a r d , th e s e  T u r k is h  
c ig a r e t t e s  o f  y o u r s  a r e  d r y — v e r y  d r y .” 

L o r d  G a u n t  w e n t  t o  t h e  s id e b o a r d  a n d  
g o t  o u t  a  s p ir it -c a s e  a n d  a  s ip h o n , &n4 
p la c e d  t h e m  o n  t h e  t a b le .

“ W i l l  y o u  n o t  jo in  m e ? ”  a s k e d  T h o r p e . 
f'N o ?  W e l l ,  I  a m  d o in g  a l l  t h e  t a lk in g ,  
a n d  t a lk in g  is t h ir s t y  w o r k .”

H e  s ip p e d  t h e  b e v e r a g e  w ith  s lo w , .ex ­
a s p e r a t in g  s lo w n e s s , a n d  G a u n t  w a tc h e d  
h im  w ith  a  fierc e , b u r n in g  im p a tie n c e . 
T h e  m a n ’s p r e se n c e — h i s . v o ic e , w e re  an  
a b s o lu te  t o r tu r e .

“ I  c o m m e n c e d  m y  s e a r c h ,”  s a id  M o r g a n  
T h o r p e . “ I  t r y ,  ftrBt, t h e  s o u th  o f  F r a n c e . 
I t  is  t h e  w in te r , y o u  w ill  r e m e m b e r ; b u t  
n o w h e r e  d o  I  fin d  a  h a n d s o m e  m a n  b y  
t h e  n a m e  o f  B a r n a r d — y o u  a r e  d e v il is h  
g o o d -lo o k in g , y o u  k n o w , B a r n a r d !— a  h u n ­
d re d  p a r d o n s , L o r d  G a u n t r -a n d  th e n  I  
c o m e  to  L o n d o n . A s  w e ll lo o k  fo r  a  n e e d le  
in  a  b u n d le  o f  h a y  a s  lo o k  fo r  a  m a n  in  
t h is  p la c e . I  l ik e  L o n d o n ; I  lo v e  i t , e x ­
c e p t in g  w h e n  I  a m  o n  t h e  h u n t  fo r  a  m a n .  
T h e n  i t  is  a b e a s t ly  m a e e . A t  la s t ,  o n e  
d a y ,  to  b e  p a r t ic u la r — w e m u s t  s p e a k  b y  
t h e  c a r d , a s  ' 'H a m le t  a a y s— w h a t  a  lo t  o f  
H a m le t s  I  h a v e  Been— I  h a p p e n  a c t u a l ly  
t o  see  y o u — y o u  y o u r s e l f— g o in g  in to  t h is  
v e r y  h o u s e .”

H e  la u g h e d  s o f t ly  a n d  b le w  t h e  sm o k e  
f r o m  h is  c ig a r e t te  in  a  se r ie s  o f  r in g s ,  
a n d  w a tc h e d  t h e m  w ith  la z y  in te r e s t  a n d  
a m u s e m e n t  a s  t h e y  flo a te d  to  th e  c e i l in g .

“ I  r a n g  t h e  b e ll  a n d  k n o c k e d , a s  d ir ­
e c te d , a n d  in q u ir e d  fo r  ‘M r . B a r n a r d .' N o  
© n e  k n e w  th e  n a m e . T h e n  I  w a tc h e d  a g a in ,  
a n d  in q u ir e d  a g a i n , '  a n d  d e sc r ib e d  y o u .  
A n d  I  fo u n d  t h a t ,  in s te a d  o f  a  p la in ,  
c o m m o n  ‘M r . B a r n a r d ,' m y  s is t e r — m y  
d e a r ly  b e lo v e d  s is t e r , fo r  w h o m  I  w o u ld  
l a y  d o w n  m y  l i f e ,  h a d  m a r r ie d  n o le s s  a  
p e r s o n a g e  t h a n  m y  L o r d  G a u n t !”

G a u n t  to o k  u p  a  c ig a r  f r o m  t h e  m a n t e l ­
s h e l f  a n d  lig h te d  i t ;  b u t  a f t e r  a  m o m e n t  
h e  th r e w  it  a m o n g  th e  fe r n s  'in  th e  g r a t e , 
a n d  r e s u m e d  h is  o ld  a t t it u d e .

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  tu rn e d , o n  h is  s id e  in to  
a  m o r e  c o m fo r t a b le  p o s it io n .

“ Y e s ;  I  fo u n d  t h a t  m y  d e a r  s is t e r  h a d  
m a r r ie d  n o  le s s  a  p e r s o n a g e  t h a n  L o r d  
G a u n t — B a r o n  o f  t h e  U n it e d  K in g d o m , 
E a r l  G a u n t  o f  I r e la n d , V is c o u n t  B a s c d r -  
d in e  o f  S c o t la n d , L o r d -L ie u t e n a n t  o f  
D o w n s h ir e .”

G a u n t  m o v e d  h is  h a n d  s p a s m o d ic a l ly ;
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b u t  t h e  s o f t ,  m u s ic a l  v o ic e  w e n t  o n  w ith  
t h e  e v en  flow  o f  a  r iv e r .

“ W i t h  r e s id e n c e s  in  D e v o n s h ir e  a n d  
S c o t la n d , a  h o u s e  in  P a r k  L a n e , a n d  a n  
I t a l i a n  p a la c e  o n  th e  b a n k s  o f  th e  A r n o .”  

G a u n t  tu r n e d  fr o m  t h e  fe r n -f ille d  fire­
p la c e , a n d  s tr o d e  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m , th e n  
c a m e  b a c k  to  h is  o ld  p la c e  a n d  a t t i t u d e ;  
a n d  M o r g a n  T h o r p e  s t i l l  w a tc h e d  h im , 
a s  t h e  c a t  w a tc h e s  t h e  m o u s e  w h e n  it  
v e n tu r e s  a  d e s p a ir in g  r u n .

“ T h is  w a s  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  m a r r ie d  
m y  s is t e r , a n d  h e a r t le s s ly  a b a n d o n e d  h e r . 
L o r d  G a u n t , b a r o n , S c o tc h  e a r l ,  lo r d -  
lie u ten a n fc . I n  a  w o rd , a  n o b le m a n  o f  th e  
h ig h e s t  r a n k ,  a n d  w o r th —s h a l l  w e  s a y  a  
m il l io n  o f  m o n e y ? ”

G a u n t  to o k  u p  a  c ig a r  a g a in ,  a u d  l i g h t ­
e d  i t  w ith  t h e  s t o ic is m  o f  d e s p e r a t io n .

“ W e l l ,”  h e  s a id , g r i m ly ,”  h a v in g  m a d e  
y o u r  d is c o v e r y , w h a t  do y o u  p r o p o s e  to  
d o ? ”

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  le a n e d  b a c k  a n d  c lo s e d  
h is  e y e s .

“ A n  e m in e n t ly  p r a c t ic a l  q u e s t io n ,”  h e  
m u r m u r e d . “ I t  is  t h e  q u e s t io n  I  h a v e  
b ee n  a s k in g  m y s e l f  e v e r  s in c e  I  h a v e  
b ee n  h e r e , m y  d e a r  B a r n a r d — p a r d o n , 
L o r d  G a u n t !  T w o  c o u r s e s  a r e  o p e n  tp  m e ,  
a s  a  fa m o u s  s t a t e s m a n  m i g h t  s a y .  I  
m ig h t  g o  t o  m y  s is te r — t h e  m o u r n in g  
b r id e , so  to  s p e a k — a n d  a c q u a in t  h e r  w ith  
m y  d is c o v e r y . W h e r e u p o n  sh e  w o u ld , e f  
c o u r s e , h a s t e n  t o  E n g la n d  a n d  c la im  h e r  
h u s b a n d . A h , m y  d e a r  B a r n a r d — p aT d on , 
G a u n t — y o u  h a v e  n o  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  e x ­
t e n t  o f  t h e  lo v e  o u r  d e a r  L a u r a  b e a r s  fo r  
y o u . S h e  w o u ld  c la i m  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  
in s is t  u p o n  t a k in g  h e r  p la c e  in  t h e  w orld  
o f  r a n k  a n d  fa s h io n  w h ic h , a s  y o u  k n o w ,  
sh e w o u ld  a d o r n  so  c o n s p ic u o u s ly .”  H e  
s m ile d  u p  m o c k in g ly  a t  t h e  w h ite , s t r a in ­
e d  fa c e . “ A n d  I  h a v e  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  c on ­
v ic tio n  t h a t  sh e  w o u ld  m a k e  t h in g s  h u m ,  
a s  o u r  c o u s in s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  s a y .”  H e  
c lo se d  h is  e y e s  a n d  s m ile d  a s  i f  a t  so m e  
m e n t a l  p ic t u r e . “ T h e  o t h e r  c o u r s e , as  
t b e  fa m o u s  s t a t e s m a n  w o u ld  s a y , w h ic h  
p r e s e n te d  i t s e l f  t o  m e , w a s  o n e  o f  c a u t io n  
a n d —e r —  r e s e r v e . N o t h in g  is  m o r e  d is­
a g r e e a b le  t h a n  t o  l iv e  w ith  a  p e r s o n  w h o  
is  c o m p le t e ly  u n c o n g e n ia l , a n d  I  f e l t  t h a t  
I  sh o u ld  b e  d o in g  y o u  a  s i g n a l  s e r v ic e  if  
I  w ere  to  c o n c e a l y o u r  id e n t it y  a n d  
w h e r e a b o u ts  f r o m  o u r  d e a r  L a u r a . In  
o t h e r  w o rd s , m y  fr ie n d , I  f e l t  t h a t  I  
s h o u ld  b e  p r o v in g  t h e  w a r m  a ffe c t io n  I  
c h e r is h  fo r  y o u  i f  I  w e re  t o  s a y  n o th in g  
a b o u t  m y  d is c o v e r y .”

G a u n t  r a is e d  h is  h e a d .
“ Y o u  w o u ld  b e t r a y  h e r  t r u s t  in  y o u ? ”  

h e  s a id .
M o r g a n  T h o r p e  Bmiled a n d  s h r u g g e d  h is  

s h o u ld e r s — s h r u g g e d  th e m  so  h a r d  t h a t  h e  
d is p la c e d  th e  c u s h io n s  a n d  h a d  t o  r e a r ­
r a n g e  th e m  b e fo r e  r e p ly in g .

“ A s  to  t h a t ,  w h a t  is  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  
w h a t  is  b e t r a y in g ?  E t h ic a l  q u e s t io n s  b o th ,  
m y  d e a r  G a u n t . "

G a u n t  s tro d e  a c ro ss  t h e  r o o m  a g a in .  
" W h e r e  is B h e ? " h e  a s k e d , h o a r s e ly .
“ A t  V e v e y , ' r e p lie d  M o r g a n  T h o r p e . “ A  

m o s t  c h a r m in g  p la c e , b u t  d u l l— d e v ilie h  
d u ll . S h e  is  t h e r e  a m u s in g  h e r s e lf  as  
b e s t  sh e  c a n , a n d  a w a it in g  t h e  r e s u lt  o f  
m y  s e a r c h . I  h a v e  o n ly  t o  w ir e :  ‘F o u n d  
h im . C o m e t o  L o n d o n ; t h e  M e tr o p o le ,' 
a n d  e h e  w ill  b e  h e r e  in  le s s  t h a n  t h ir t y -  
s ix  h o u r s . "

G a u n t  su n k  in to  a  c h a ir ,  t h e n  s to o d  u p  
a g a in , a s  i f  r e lu c t a n t  to  sh o w  a n y  s ig n  
o f  w e a r in e s s .

“ O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,”  c o n t in u e d  M o r ­
g a n  T h o r p e , “ I  h a v e  o n ly  t o  w r i t e : ‘C a n  
n o t  fin d  h i m ;  b e lie v e  h e  h a s  l e f t  t h e  
c o u n t r y /  a n d  sh e  w ill  r e m a in  a t  t h a t  
G o d -fo r s a k e n  h o le —o r  g o  t o  P a r iB ."

G a u n t  lo o k e d  a t  h im  s t e a d i ly .
“ I f  e h e  c a m e , Bhe w o u ld  n o t  fin d  m e  

h e r e ,”  h e  e a id . “ I  s h a l l  s t a r t  fo r  A fr ic a  
in  a fe w  h o u r s ’ t i m e . "

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s  
a n d  la u g h e d  s o f t ly .

“ M y  d e a r  L o r d  G a u n t , sh e  w o u ld  n o t  
c a re  w h e th e r  sh e  fo u n d  y o u  o r  n o t,  
w h e th e r  y o u  w e re  h e r e  o r  b a k in g  o n  
A f r i c a ’s  b u r n in g  s a n d s . S h e  w o u ld  b e  
q u it e  h a p p y  s e t t in g  u p  h e r  c la im  t o  b e  
m y  L a d y  G a u n t , B a r o n e s s  o f  G a u n t ,  
C o u n te ss  o f  I r e la n d , o r  V isc o u n te g B  B a s -  
c a r d in e  o f  S c o t la n d . T h a t  w o u ld  b e  q u it e  
e n o u g h  a m u s e m e n t  fo r  h e r .”

G a u n t  w en t t o  a  b o o k -c a s e  a n d  s ta r e d  
a t  a  l in e  o f  b o o k s  w it h o u t  s e e in g  th e m .  
T h e n  h e  c a m e  b a c k  to  th e  fire -p la c e .

“ Y o u  m e a n v t o  b la c k m a i l  m e ,”  h e  s a id ,  
w ith  a n  a w fu l  c a lm n e s s . “ H o w  m u c h  do  
y o u  w a n t?  S a y  q u ic k ly  a n d  s h o r t ly  as  
y o u  c a n — fo r  m y  t e m p e r  is  r o u g h  a n d  I  
c a n  s c a r c e ly  h o ld  m y s e l f  in  h a n d .”

“ M y  d e a r  B a r n a r d ! "  je e r e d  t h e  o th e r .  
L o r d  G a u n t  s p r u n g  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m  an d  

s e iz e d  h im  b y  t h e  t h r o a t ,  a n d  t h e  s o f t ,  
m o c k in g  la u g h t e r  c e a s e d  w ith  g r o t e s q u e  
BuddenneBS.

“ H o w  m u c h , y o u  d e v i l? ”  h e  s a id  b e tw e e n  
h ie  te e th . “ Y o u  a n d  sh e  h a v e  m e  in  y o u r  
p o w e r ; I  k n o w  it . N a m e  y o u r  p r i c e !”  

T h e n , a s h a m e d  o f  h im s e W , h e  flu n g  th e  
m a n  fr o m  h im  a n d  s tro d e  a w a y , h ie  o w n  
fa c e  w o r k in g , h is  l ip s  l iv id , a s  i f  i t  h a d  
b ee n  h im s e lf  w h o  h a d  b ee n  h a l f  c h o k e d .

M o r g a n  T h o r p e , s t r u g g l in g  f p f  b r e a t h , 
f e l t  h is  t h r o a t  te n d e r ly .

“ W h a t — w h a t  a  s a v a g e  y o u  a r e ! ”  h e  s a id ,  
h u s k i ly . “ N o  w o n d e r  m y  p o o r  s is te r — ”  

“ S a y  n o  m o r e !”  b r o k e  in  G a u n t , w ith  a n  
o m in o u s  g e s tu r e . “ N o t h in g  w ill  in d u c e  
m e  to  a c k n o w le d g e  y o u r  s is t e r  a s  m y  
w ife , a n d  y o u  k n o w  it . N a m e  y o u r  p r ic e  
— t h e  p r ic e  o f  y o u r  s i le n c e !”

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  s to o d  u p , a n d  w ith  
r a t h e r  a  s h a k y  h a n d  t o o k  a  fr e s h  d r in k .

“ Y o u  m e a n  m y  p r ic e  fo r  c o n c e a l in g  
y o u r  id e n t it y  P”  h e  s a id .

“ F o r  h o ld in g  y o u r  t o n g u e — y e s , '• h e  
e a }d .

^ W e l l , "  d r a w le d  T h o r p e , “ s u p p o s e  w e  
s a y  a  c o u p le  o f  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s ? ”

G a u n t  lo o k e d  a t  h im  w ith  lo a t h in g  eyeB  
fo r  a  m o m e n t ;  t h e n  h e  w e n t  t o  h is  w r it-  
in g -t a b le , u n lo c k e d  a  d r a w e r , a n d  to o k  
o u t  a  c h e c k -b o o k . H e  fille d  in  t h e  c h e c k ,  
la id  i t  o n  th e  t a b le , a n d  p o in t e d  t o  it .

“ T h a t  is  fo r  a  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s ,”  h e  
s a id . “ I  w ill  p a y  y o u  t h a t  e v e r y  y e a r  so  
lo n g  a^ I  a m  u n m o le s t e d  b y — ”

“ B y  y o u r  w ife , L a d y  G a u n t ,”  sa id  M o r ­
g a n  T h o r p e . “ I  a g r e e . L e a v e  t h e  m a t t e r  
to  m e , m y  d e a r  B a r n a r d — tu s h  h h o w  t h e  
o ld  n a m e  c l i n g s !  I ’l l  u n d e r t a k e  t o  k ee p  
h e r  q u ie t . N o w , s h a l l  w e d in e  to g e t h e r — "  

G a u n t  o p e n e d  th e  d o o r .
“ F o r  G o d ’s  s a k e , g o ! ”  h e  s a id , v e ry  

q u ie t ly , w ith  th e  q u ie tu d e  o f  a  m a n  g o a d ­
e d  a lm o s t  b e y o n d  t h e  p o in t  o f  e n d u r a n c e . 
“ G o  b e fo r e  I  do y o u  a n y  h a r m ! ”

M o r g a n  T h o r p e  lo o k e d  a t .  t h e  w h ite  fa c e  
w ith  it s  v e in s  B ta n d in g  o u t , a t  t h e  s t a l ­
w a r t , m u s c u la r  f ig u r e  w ith  th o  s t r e n g t h  
o f  a  H e r c u le s , a n d  la u g h e d .

“ M y  d e a r  fe l lo w , I  o n ly  w a n te d  to  b e  
fr ie n d ly . B u t  i f  y o u  w ill h o t —  W e l l !  
So l o n g ! "  ^
1 S e  put, h is  h a t  o n  w ith  c a r e fu l  p r e c is io n , 
a d ju s t e d  ih e n e c k -tie  in  t h e  V e n e t ia n  m i r ­
r o r  b e s id e  t h e  d o o r , a n d  th e n  h e ld  o u t  
h is  h a n d .

G a u n t  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  h a n d , th e n  r a is e d  
h is  s m o ld e r in g  e y e s  t o  t h e  m o o k in g  b lu e  
oneB, a n d  s o m e th in g  in  t h e  la m b e n t  fire  
o f  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m a n  h e  h a d  b ee n  . t o r ­
t u r in g , p r o m p te d  M o r g a n  T h o r p e  t o  m a k e  
h is  e x it  w it h o u t  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  a n o th e r  
tu r n  o f  t h e  r a c k .

“ S o  lo n g , d e a r  b o y ! "  h e  m u r m u r e d , a n d  
p a s s e d  o u t . (

m m

T E A  r e a c h e s  y o u  
j u s t  a s  i t  l e f t  t h e  
G a r d e n s  o f  C e y lo n ,  
w i t h  it s  f r a g r a n c e  

a n d  f l a v o r  
u n im p a ir e d .
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In  S e a le d  L e a d  P a c k e t s  O n ly .  

B l a c k ,  G r e e n  a n d  M i x e d .

w h e n , a f t e r  t h e  s t a i d  b u t le r  h a d  l e f t  t h e  
r o o m , L a d y  P a u l in e  to o k  u p  t h e  le t t e r  
f r o m  b e s id e  h e r  p la t e , a n d  e a i d ;

“ D e c im a , I  h a v e  h a d  a  le t t e r  f r o m  y o u r  
f a t h e r . "

D e c im a  s a id  n o th in g . S h e  h e a r d  bo
l i t t l e  o f  h e r  fa t h e r , t h a t  h e  w a s  o n ly  a  
n e b u lo u s  fo r m  in  h e r  m in d .

“ H e  w ish e s  y o u  to  g o  h o m e  t o  h i m . "  
I t  w a s  L a d y  P a u l in e ’s  w # y  t o  g o  s t r a i g h t  
to  a  p o in t . B r e a k in g  b a d  o r  g o o d  n ew s  
w a s  a  s ig n  o f  W e a k n e ss  n o t  t o  b e  e n ­
c o u r a g e d , a n d  D e c im a  h a d  b ee n  tr a in e d  
t o  b e a r  s m a l l  s h o c k s  a n d  d is a p p o in t ­
m e n ts  w it h , a t  a n y  r a t e , a  sh o w  o f  e q u a ­
n im it y .

“ T o  g o  h o m e — t o  f a t h e r ! "  s a id  t h e  g ir l ,  
w ith  w id e  e y e s .
t( “ Y e s .”  s a id  L a d y  P a u l in e , v e r y  q u ie t ly .  
“ Y o u  k n o w  t h a t  I  w a s  t o  a d o p t  y o u  fo r  

I te n  y e a r s . T h a t  t im e  h a s  n o w  e x p ir e d .
' I t  r a n  o u t  a  fe w  w e e k s  a g o , D e c im a , a n d  

t h o u g h — t h o u g h  y o u  h a v e  se e m e d  to  be­
lo n g  to  m e , y o u  d o  n o t  r e a l ly .  Y o u  be- 

. lo n g  to  y o u r  f a t h e r .”
I “ W h y — w h y  d o es h e  w a n t  m e , a n d  so

s u d d e n ly ? ”  D e c im a  a sk e d .
* L a d y  P a u l in e  o p e n e d  t h e  le t t e r , b u t

la id  it  d o w n  a g a in .
“ I  c a n  n o t  r e a d  i t  a l l  t o  y o u ,  D e c i m a , "  

sh o  e a id . “ I t  is  v e r y  lo n g  a n d  r a m b lin g ,

b u t  t h e  g i s t  o f  i t  is  t h a t  y o u r  fa t h e r  fe e lfi  
lo n e ly — fe e ls  t h e  n eed  o f  a  w o m a n . H o  
•fihinks y o u  m u s t  b e  q u it e  a  w o m a n ."  She) 
s m ile d  a  l i t t l e  w is t fu l ly  a n d  te n d e rly .^  
“ Y o t ir  b r o th e r  is  g r o w in g  u p , a n d  th e ; 
s e r v a n t s  a r e  t r o u b le s o m e — to o  t r o u b le *  
so m e  fo r  m e n  to  m a n a g e . "

D e c im a  r e m a in e d  s i le n t .  S h e  c o u ld  not* 
F a y : “ I  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  g o  to  m y  f a t h e r /  \ 
B u t  h e r  h e a r t  a c h e d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  
le a v in g  t h e  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a s  a 1 
m o t h e r  to  h e r .

“ B e s id e s , y o u r  fa t h e r  s a y s  t h a t  h e1 
th in k s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a t  l a s t  fo u n d  t h e  w a y  
to  m a k e  a  f o r t u n e . "  *

“ A  f o r t u n e ! "  s a id  D e c im a . “ H o w f ^  
W h a t  d o e s  h e  doP  W h a t  is  h e —  Y o U y  
k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n . "  '•

L a d y  P a u lin e  m i g h t  w ith  t r u t h  h a v e  Te> 
p lie d : “ A  v is io n a r y , a  d r e a m e r ,"  b u t  re< 
m e m b e r in g  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  w a s  h is  d a u g h *  
te r , s h e  s a id  in s t e a d :  /

“ H e  is  a n  e n g in e e r , a n  in v e n to r . H e  is* 
^fery— c le v e r , a n d  l ik e  m o s t  c le v e r  m e n  in: 
h is  w a y r h e  h a s  n o t  b ee n  v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l1 
— a s  y e t .  B u t  h e  t e l ls  m e  t h a t  h e  h a s  a t .  
l a s t  c o m e  u p o n  a  d is c o v e r y  w h ic h  h e  h a s ' 
b e e n  s e a r c h in g  fo r  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s . "

(T o  b e  C o n tin u e d .)

C H A P T E R  I V .

I f  y o u  d o  n o t  w a n t  a  g ir l  t o  g e t  in te r ­
e s te d  in  a  m a n , n e v e r  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  h e  is  
w ic k e d . T o  a n  in n o c e n t  y o u n g  g i r l ,  w ic k ­
e d n e ss  is a  m y s t e r y ;  a n d  a l l  m y s t e r ie s  
a r e  fa s c in a t in g .

D e c im a  w a s  v e r y  q u ie t  a s  t h o  c a r r ia g e ,  
w ith  its  f a t  s lu g s  o f  h o re c e  b o w le d  s m o o th -  
]v  h o m e  t o  L a d y  P a u l in e  L a B c e lle s ’ h o u s e  
in  B e r k e le y  S q u a r e . A s  a  r u le , sh e  lo o k e d  
o u t  o f  th e  w in d o w  w ith  e a g e r  e y e s , a n d  
a s k e d  e n d le s s  q u e s t io n s ; b u t  t h is  eV e n in g  
t h e  g r a y -b lu e  o r b s  w ere  d r e a m y , a n d  
th e re  w a s  a  l i t t l e  l in e  o f  d is a p p o in tm e n t  
a b o u t  t h e  m o b ile  lip s .

W ic k e d  p e o p le , sh e  t h o u g h t , a lw a y s  lo o k ­
e d  u g ly  a n d  fo r b id d in g . T h e y  a lw a y s  d id  
in  t h e  fe w  * n o v e ls  o f  th e  g o o d y -g o o d y  
t y p e  w hi,ch s h e  h a d  r e a d , a n d  w e re  a l ­
w a y s  c a r e f u l ly  d r a w n  e o  in  t h e  i l lu s t r a ­
t io n s  to  t h e  s to r ie s .

N o w , t h is  g e n t le m a n  h a d  n o t  lo o k e d  
b a d  in  a n y  w a y . S h e  r e c a lle d  h is  fa c e  
a s  s h e  le a n e d  b a c k  in  t h e  c o m fo r t a b le  
c a r r ia g e , a n d  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  h is  e y e s  
w e re  sa d  a n d  th e  fa c e  a s  a  w h o le  g r a v e  
a n d  m e la n c h o ly ;  b u t  i t  h a d  n o t  B truck  
h e r  a s  b a d . A n d  th e n , i f  h e  w e re  eo  
w ic k e d , h o w  w a s  i t  t h a t  h e  w a s  a ls o  so  
k in d ?

I t  w a s  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g o o d  
p e r so n s  sh o u ld  h a v e  p a s s e d  o n  a n d  ta k e n  
n o n o tic e  o f  h e r , a n d  t h a t  thiB m a n -  
p e r h a p s  t h e  o n ly  w ic k e d  p e r s o n  in  th e  
g a r d e n s — s h o u ld  h a v e  h a d  c o m p a s s io n  o n  
h e r . A n d  h e  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  k in d ;  h e  h a d  
n o t  o n ly  h e lp e d  h e r  t o  s e a r c h  fo r  h e r  
a u n t , b u t  h a d  ta k e n  h e r  ro u n d  t o  th e  
b a c k  o f  t h e  l io n s ’ c a g e , h a d  sa v e d  h e r  
f r o m  b e in g  s c r a tc h e d  a n d  c la w e d , h a d  
g iv e n  h e r  t e a , a n d  t a lk e d  to  h e r — t h o u g h ,  
n o w , sh e  f e l t  s u r e  h e  d id n ’ t  l ik e  t a lk in g  
— a n d  h a d , in  a  w o rd , b e h a v e d  aB a n  e x ­
t r e m e ly  g o o d  a n d  b e n e v o le n t  p e r so n . W h y  
h a d  h e  t a k e n  bo m u c h  t r o u b le  o n  h e r  
b e h a l f ;  h e , a  m a n , fo r  a  m e r e  g ir l ?

D e c im a  w a s  p u z z le d . S h e  lo n g e d  t o  a s k  
h e r  a u iit  w h y  h e  w a s  w ic k e d , a n d  w h a t  
h e  h a d  d o n e ; b u t  s o m e h o w  * sh e  s h r a n k  
fr o m  d o in g  s o . S o , n o t  b e in g  a b le  t o  t a lk  
a b o u t  h im , s h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  m o r e . S h e  
w o n d e re d  h o w  o ld  h e  w a s . T h ir t y , p e r ­
h a p s . T h a t  w a s  o ld , o f  c o u r s e , b u t  n o t  
so  v e r y  o ld . H e  s a i d  h e  f e l t  n in e t y -t h r e e ;  
b u t  t h a t  w a s  o n ly  in  je s t .  A s  sh e  r e c a lle d  
t h e  fa c e , sh e  r e m e n lb e r e d  th e  B p rin k lin g  
o f  g r a y  a t  t h e  t e g ip l$8; * b u t  t h a t  d id n ’t  
m a k e  h im  a n  o ld  m a n . O n e  o f  h e r  m u s ic -  
m a s t e r s  h a d  h a d  q u it e  w h ite  h a ir ,  a n d  
w as o n ly  t w e n t y -e ig h t . S h e  k n e w  h is  a g e  
fo r  t h e  s im p le  a n d  s u ffic in g  r e a s o n  t h a t  
sh e  h a d  a s k e d  h im  p o in t -b la n k .

W i t h  a  l i t t l e  s ig h , D e c im a  c a m e  t o  th o  
c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  m e n  w e re  v e r y  s t r a n g e  
b e in g s , a n d  s h e  t r ie d  t o  d is m is s  t h e  k in d  
b u t  w ic k e d  b e n e fa c to r  f r o m  h e r  m in d .

B u t  Bhe t h o u g h t  o f  h im  s e v e r a l  tinges  
w h ile  s h e  w a s  c h a n g in g  h e r  w a lk in g -  
d re ss  fo r  t h e  e v e n in g  o n e — n o t  a  low -C u t  
c o s tu m e , b u t  o n e  h ig h  u p  a t  t h e  n e c k , a n d  
o f  s o f t ,  d o v e -c o lo re d  s u r a h  s ilk .

W h e n  s h e  c a m e  d o w n  t o  t h e  o ld -fa s h ­
io n e d  d r a w in g -r o o m , h e r  a u n t  w a s  s t a n d ­
in g  b y  t h e  w in d o w  w ith  a n  o p e n  le t t e r  
in  h e r  h a n d . S h e  lo o k e d  u p  fr o m  i t  to  
t h e  g ir l ,  a n d  se e m e d  a b o u t  t o  r e fe r  t o  t h e  
le t t e r , b u t  c h a n g e d  h e r  m in d , a n d  s ig n ­
in g  t o  D e c im a , k is s e d  h e r  o n  t h e  fo r e ­
h e a d .

D e c im a  w a s  r a t h e r  s u r p r is e d , fo r  L a d y  
P a u l in e  b e lo n g e d  t o  a  se c t  w h ic h  is  n o t  
lib e r a l  o f  e m o t io n s ;  a n d  t h e re  h a d  b ee n  
s o m e th in g  t r e m u lo u s  a n d  s ig n if ic a n t  in  
th e  k iss .

B u t  D e c im a ’s  s u r p r is e  w a s  in c r e a s e d

W e l l  S h i n e d  s h o e s
a r e  t h e  F o u n d a t io n  o f j B o o d  A p p e a r a n c e

i J E i m  £
S H O E  P O L I S H

GIVES A QUICK, BHSLUANT POLISH THAT LASTS
/  E A S Y  T O  U S E . GOOD FOR T H E  SHOES

N e w V t r f c e t i o nfeB K m rerai aiwiiv«-g«Bg
O i l  C o o k - s t o v e

D o n ’ t  B r e a k  Y o u r  B a c k ,  

T o  B a s t e  Y o u r  B i r d

" T h e  N e w  P e r fe c t io n  S to v e  w i th  th e  N e w  
P e r fe c t io n  o v e n  is ju s t  th e  c o n v e n ie n t  h e ig h t .  
E v e r y t h i n g  ab o u t  th is  n e w  stove is ju s t  r ig h t .

I t  bakes , roasts, b ro ils  an d  toasts to p e r fe c ­
tion , an d  it  does n o t  h e at  u p  th e  k itc h e n .

M a d e  w i th  1, 2 an d  3 b u rn ers .  S to c k s  
carr ie d  at a ll  c h ie f  points .

T H E  I M P E R I A L  O I L  C O M P A N Y
limited

Winnipeg, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, Halifax, St. John
Royalite Oil is the best kerp-
sene for all stoves and tempi. J

C o n c r e t e  i s  t h e  b e s t  

b i i i  1 d i n g  m a t e r i a l

A B R O A D  statement— Y et literally true. T he aim o f  man from the 
beginning ha* been to make hi* building materials a* nearly like nat­
ural stone as possible. The great labor required to quarry stone led 

him to seek various manufactured substitutes. The only reason he ever 
used w ood  was that it was easiest to get and most convenient to use. 
W ood  is no longer easy to get. Like most building material, its cost is in- 
creasing at an alarming rate.
The cost of concrete is decreasing. So, from the standpoint of either ser­
vice or economy, Concrete is the best building material.
Canada’s farmer* are using more concrete, in proportion to their numbers, 
than the farmers of any other country. W h y  ?
Because they are being supplied with

C a n a d a  C e m e n t  —
a  c e m e n t  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  q u a l ity , w h ic h  in ­
su re s  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e ir  iV jn cre te  w o r k .  i
T h e  se c r e t  o f  c o n c r e t e ’s  p o p u la r i t y  in  C a n a d a  lie s  in  
th e  fa c t  th a t  w h i le  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a d v e r t is in g  t h e  u s e  
o f  c o n c r e te , w e  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  p r o d u c in g , b y  s c ie n ­
tific  m e t h o d s , a  c e m e n t  s o  u n i f o r m ly  h ig h  in  q u a l ity  
th a t  t h e  c o n c r e t e  m a d e  w it h  it  g iv e s  t h a  c o m p le t e  
sa tis fa c tio n  o u r  a d v e r t is e m e n t *  p r o m is e d .
C o n c r e t e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  in  s u c h  u n iv e r s a l u s e  
t o d a y , h a d  a n  in fe r io r  g r a d e  o f  c e m e n t  b e e n  s u p p lie d .  
In sist  u p o n  g e tt in g  C a n a d a  C e m e n t . It i s  y o u r  b e s t  
a s s u ra n c e  o f  t h o r o u g h ly  s a t is fa c to r y  r e s u lt s  f r o m  
■your c o n c r e t e  w o r k .  T h e r e  i s  a  C a n a d a  C e m e n t  
d ea le T  in  y o u r  n e ig h b o r h o o d .

Writ* for our Fret x6 o-page book '' What The Farmer Can Do With Concrete'*. 
j~Nofarmer can afford to be without a copy.

W i t h o u t  t h is  ja b e l  it  is  
n o t  “ C a n a d a "  C e m e n t .

C a n a d a  C e m e n t  C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d Montreal


