
F o r  W e a l  o r  fo r  W o e ;
Or, A  Dark Tem ptation

J /
C H APTE E  X X V .—(C ont’d)

T h e  b a u k e r ’e w ife  pressed  E velyn  to  a c
c e p t  the h o s p ita lity  o f  h e r  h om e  w h ile  
©he rem a in ed  in  th e  c ity .

"Y o u  sh a ll h a v e  the  room  o p e n in g  o ff  
from  G a y ’s / '  she sa id , “ a n d  w e w ill t r y  
•to m ak e  y o u r  s ta y  v e r y  p lea sa n t/*

E velyn  p reten d ed  t o ,  d em u r a  litt le , b u t  
e n d e d  b y  a ccep tin g . I t  w^s w ell h e r  w h ite  
l id s  d ro o p e d  ov e r  h e r  eyee , v e ilin g  th e ir  
e tra n g e  g litte r .

W hen sh e  fou n d  h e rse lf  shut up  in  the 
so litu d e  a n d  seclu sion  o f  h er  ow n  ch a m 
b e r , she ga v e  fu ll ven t to  th e  te rr ib le  
r a g e  and  d esp a ir  th a t  w aged  su ch  dead 
l y  w ar in  h er  h e a rt . “ F a te  is p la y in g  
a g a in s t  m e,”  she storm ed , “ b u t I  w ill 
d e fy  fa te  and  cr u sh  th ie  g ir l.

“ G aynell in th e  c i t y  a n d  P e rcy  G ran 
v i l le  co m in g  h ere  to c a ll u p on  th e  g ir l 
w h om  he rescu ed  in  th e  p a rk —never 
-dream ing it is she. W as th e re  ev e r  su ch  
a n  u n a cco u n ta b le  a ttra c t io n  in  fa te  be 
fo r e ?  T h ey  are  l ia b le  to  m eet a n y  d a y  
—a n y  m o m e n t; ex p la n a tio n s  w ou ld  fo l
low , and  the o ld  lo v e  w ou ld  sw a y  the 
h e a rts  o f  b o th / and —and—h e  w ou ld  b rea k  
w ith  m e to  w ed  h is  o ld  love .

“ Oh, n o , n o ! ”  she c r ie d  o u t  w ild ly , 
p re ss in g  h er  h a n d s  t ig h t ly  o v e r  h e r  th ro b 
b in g  h ea rt, and  r o ck in g  h e rse lf t o  and  
fr o . “ I  w ill k ill  them  first. I  lo v e  h im  
—I  lo v e  h im !”  sh e  c r ie d  fierce ly , “ and  
e h e  sh a ll n o t  ta k e  h im  fro m  m e now , 
w hen  I  h a ve  e v e ry  ch a n ce  o f  w in n in g  
h im . I  am  n ot s a fe  w h ile  th is  G a y  liv e s .”  

T h a t th o u g h t  b ro u g h t  s t i l l  a n oth er  and 
d a rk e r  t o  h er  b ra in , so dazed w ith  the 
c o n flic t in g  to rtu re s  o f  in tense je a lo u sy .

F o r  an h ou r o r  m ore  she gazed  o u t  o f  
th e  op^n w ind ow  a t th e  s ta r lit  s k y ; 
ga zed  w ith ou t seein g  a u g h t b u t the b eau 
t ifu l  g ir lis h  fa ce  o f  L it tle  G ay . The 
n ig h t  deepened  and  d ark en ed , sp read in g  
its  sab le w ings o v e r  th e  g re a t  c ity .

Oh, c r u e l c ity —d ark , m y ster iou s  c it y — 
w here c r im e  peeps fo r th  w ith  the se tt in g  
sun  and  s ta lk s  b o ld ly  a b ro a d  u n d er the  
d im , flick erin g  l ig h t  o f  th e  stars .

“ A n y th in g  cou ld  be  d on e  in  a  g r e a t  
w ick ed  c i t y  lik e  th is ,”  th e  voice , o f  th e  
d e a d ly  tem p ter w h ispered  to  E velyn  St. 
C la ire .

“ I  love  h im  the b est,”  she m uttered , 
h a rd e n in g  h er  h e a rt . “ L et m e th in k  w h at 
l i f e  w ou ld  b e  w orth  to  m e w ith ou t h im , 
a n d  le t  th a t  th o u g h t  d ecide  m e / ’

A n h o u r  la te r , E ve lyn , w rap p ed  in  a 
lo n g , d a rk  c ir c u la r  and  h e a v ily , ve iled , 
s to le  q u ie t ly  o u t  o f  th e  h ou se , q u ite  un
ob served .

She h a iled  th e  nea rest ca b , and , w ith  a 
few  h u rr ie d ly  w h ispered  w ord s  o f  d irec
t io n  to  the d river , was so o n  w h ir lin g  ra p 
id ly  ov e r  th e  streets o f  th e  c i t y  o n  h er  
fa ta l  e rr a n d  

“ I  w ill b e  b ack  b e fo re  th e y  h a ve  tim e  
to , m iss  m e,”  she m u ttered , s in k in g  b ack  
a m on g  th e  cu sh ion s.

The ca b  stop p ed  b e fo re  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  
lea d in g  d a ilies , and M iss St. C la ire  e n te r 
ed  th e  office. T h e  pap ers  w ere o n  file fo r  
a  m on th  back , and  to w a rd  these  th e  b eau 
t ifu l , g u ilty  g ir l  m ade her w ay.

She h a d  rea d  the a cco u n t in  th a t  verp 
p a p er  o n ly  a few  d ays b ack , o f  a  lov e ly  
S pan ish  g ir l  w h o h a d  k il le d  h er  fa ith less  
lo v e r  o n  the eve th a t  h e  w as t o  have been 
w edded  to  an oth er, b y  th e  use o f  a subtle 
p o ison ou s  d ru g , w hose pow er w as a lm ost 
un k n ow n  to  th e  m ed ica l fra te rn ity , as its
£resence in  th e  h u m a n  system  co u ld  not 

0 traced . H ow  th is  lo v e r  h a d  m et his 
d e a th  even  experts  c o u ld  n o t  define, u n til 
th is  g ir l  ca m e to  die, and  con fessed  a ll 
o n  h er  death -bed.

L on g  and  d ilig e n t ly  E velyn  search ed  the 
file. W as fa te  co n sp ir in g  a ga in st  her 
a g a in ?  I t  w as n ot there.

“ P erh aps I  can  h elp  y o u  find  the paper 
y ou  are search in g  fo r ,”  sa id  a  keen-eyed, 
p leasa n t-faced  gen tlem an  sta n d in g  near 
her.

“ T hank  you . I  was lo o k in g  fo r  the 
p a p er b ear in g  d a te  o f  th e  tw en tie th  in 
s ta n t  ; it  co n ta in e d  a few  so cie ty  notes  I  
shou ld  h a ve  lik ed  to  h a ve  seen.”

T he a ccom m od a tin g  gen tlem a n  stepped 
u p  to  the c le rk 's  desk.

“ H ave you  a  p a p er o f  th e  tw en tie th ?”  
h e  sa id  ca re lessly . “ I t  seem s to  be  m iss
in g  from  the file .”

As h e  spoke h e  exch a n g ed  a  m ean in g  
lo o k  w ith  the  cle rk , and  im m ed ia te ly  th e  
p a p er was passed  out.

H e h a n d ed  it  to  E velyn  w ith  a  low  bow . 
“ T hank  you , s ir ,”  she rep lied .
A lth ou gh  th e  gen tlem a n  stepped  a rou n d  

to  the o th e r  side  o f  th e  room , he  noted  
w ith  keen eyes  w h ich  co lu m n  she waB 
search in g .

T he sm ile th a t  flickered  a m om en t 
rou n d  h e r  lip s  show ed h im  th a t she had  
fou n d  w h at she w anted . - 

“ I  sh a ll be su re  to  rem em ber the  nam e 
o f  the d ru g  now ,”  she to ld  h e rse lf, p assing  
o u t  o f  th e  office.

"  T he next in s ta n t th e  gen tlem a n , who 
w as none o th e r  th a n  the fam ou s detective 
P e rcy  G ran v ille  h a d  a t o n c e  tim e en 
ga g ed  to  search  fo r  L it tle  G ay, was b en d 
in g  o v e r  th e  co lu m n s w h ich  h a d  a ttra cted  
th e  sty lish  y ou n g  la d y .

“ S ociety  notes. T h e re ’s n o th in g  o f  the 
k in d  h e re ,”  he  m uttered . “ A h -h a ! she has 
to rn  a  b it  fro m  th e  p a p er, I  eee .”

H a stily  secu rin g  a n oth er  p a p er o f  the 
nam e date, he  tu rn e d  t o  th*at p a r t icu la r  
co lu m n  and fou n d  the a rt ic le  m iss in g ; Bhe 
h a d  torn  tbe nam e o f  a  d ea d ly  d ru g  from  
th e  paper, toge th er  w ith  a  fu ll d escrip 
t io n  o f  its e ffects  on  th e  h u m an  system .

Q uick  as th ou g h t th e  exp erien ced  detec
t iv e  w h ipped  o u t  h ie  n ote-book  and  jo tte d  
d ow n  th e  in cid en t, toge th er  w ith  a fu ll 
d escr ip tion  o f  the d a in ty  b londe.

“ I  w on der w h at m yste ry  I ’ve ru n  a fou l 
o f  now ,”  he so liloqu ized , h a s tily  ca ll in g  a 
c a b  and o rd e r in g  th e  d river  to  fo llow  
c lo s e ly  the ca b  w h ich  h a d  ju s t  turn ed  the 
corn er .

W h ile  the  co a ch  da sh ed  on  in p u rsu it o f  
th e  on e  o ccu p ied  b y  E velyn , the fam ou s 
d etective , ; who was a lw a ys  p rep a red  fo r  
Cases o f  em ergen cy , h a s tily  tra n sform ed  
h im se lf in to  q u ite  a  d ifferen t person age  
fro m  the resp ecta b le  lo o k in g  gen tlem an  
w h o had  en tered  the coa ch .

M eanw hile. th$  h eiress  was w h ir lin g  
s w iftly  up  B roa d w a * .

T he ca b  stopped  otice  m ore, th is  tim e 
b e fo re  a la rg e  dru g -store , and  E velyn  
a lig h te d ; w ith  a firm  step she w alked  up 
t o  th e  cou n ter  and  ca lle d  fo r  the drug, 
b u t  here  a  s ta r t lin g  d ilem m a con fron ted  
h e r ; the  c le rk  w ou ld  n ot le t  h er  h a ve  it 
w ith o u t a  w ritten  o rd e r  from  som e re
spon sib le  p h y sic ia n .

T he sh ock  w as so great, th e  d isa p p o in t
m en t so  keen, E ve lyn  p a led  to  the  very  
r o o ts  o f  h er  l ig h t  go ld  ha ir.

Because th ey  act so gen tly  (no 
p u r g i n g  o r  g r i p i n g )  y e t  s o  
thoroughly
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“ She m u st h a ve  th e  d ea d ly  d ru g  a t any 
c o s t ,”  she to ld  h erse lf.

E ve lyn  lo ok ed  a t  the y o u n g  c le r k ; i f  
she c o u ld  b u t c o a x  h im  to  le t  h e r  h a ve  
it  I

She tu rn e d  h e r  b lu e  eyes  u p on  h im  say
in g  p le a d in g ly ;

“ Oh, i f  y o u  w ou ld  b u t m ak e  an excep 
t io n  in  th is  ca se  fo r  m e, sir, I  sh ou ld  be 
v ery  m u ch  o b lig e d ,”  p ers isted  E velyn , in  
a  lo w  vo ice , “ I  w a n t it  so m u ch .”

The c le rk  w as n o t  o ld  and  cru sty -h ea rt
ed—it  w as th e  h a rd e st  task  h e  h a d  ever 
done, r e fu s in g  th is  s ty lish  y o u n g -la d y .

H e b lu sh ed  fu r io u s ly  un d er th e  fire o f  
her b r ig h t  eyes, and  w as t e r r ib ly  co n 
fused.

“ I f  it  w as m y  store , y o u  sh ou ld  h a ve  it 
in  a m in u te ,”  h e  sa id . “ T he p ro p r ie to r  
is m ore  th a n  s tr ic t . I  m ust re fu se  y o u .”  

A rt fu l tears  filled  the  lo v e ly  b lu e  eyes 
ga z in g  up in to  h is  ow n.

“ W h y  need  y o u  m en tion  it  to  th e  p ro 
p rie tor , th e n ? ”  she qu estion ed  in n ocen t
l y ;  “ he  need n ot know  o f  it. Y o u  look  
so k in d  and—a n d  a cco m m o d a tin g , surely  
y o u  ca n n ot find  it  in  y o u r  h e a rt  t o  re 
fuse m e. I —I  w a n t it  to  to u ch  u p  an  o ld  
p a in tin g .”

She la id  on e  l i t t le  w h ite h a n d  o n  h is  in 
h er  intense  eagern ess , and  the th r illin g , 
m a g ica l to u ch  o f  those  fingers  m ad e  the 
b lood  lea p  th ro u g h  th e  b a sh fu l y o u n g  
c le rk 's  vein s lik e  e le c tr ic  fire.

“ A fte r  a ll, she w an ted  ifc fo r  su ch  a 
h arm less  o b je c t ,”  h e  to ld  h im self.

“ P lease  le t  m e h a ve  it ,”  p lead ed  E ve
lyn , h er  h e a rt  th r i l l in g  w ith  e x u lta tion , 
as she n o ticed  h e  w as w averin g .

H e was y ou n g  and  e a s ily  in fluenced , as 
m a n y  a  m an  h a s  been b e fo re  h im , b y  the 
a llu r in g  b lan d ish m en ts  o f  a b ea u tifu l 
g ir l. H e was n ot p r o o f  a ga in st  the  
b e a u ty ’s b e w itch in g  g lan ces.

“ Y o u  w ill le t  m e h a ve  th e  d ru g , w on ’t 
y o u ? ”  p ers isted  E velyn .

A nd s ca rce ly  con sciou s  o f  w h at h e  was 
d o in g—w h ite  to  th e  v e r y  lip s—he obeyed .

W h ile  th e y  w ere ta lk in g , a  fe eb le  o ld  
m an  h a d  e n tered  th e  Btore, to tte r in g  up 
q u ite  close  t o  th e  h a u g h ty  heiress.

“ W a n t y o u r  show -caees c le a n e d ?”  h e  in 
q u ired , in  a  cra c k e d  w h in in g  voice .

“ N o ,”  resp on d ed  th e  c le r k ; “ ge t o u t  o f  
h ere  q u ick , to o .”

“ I ’m  d e a f,”  w h in ed  th e  o ld  m a n ; “ if 
y o u  w ill g iv e  m e th e  jo b , n od  y o u r  head . 
I ’ve a  w ife  a n d  n ine ch ild re n  t o  suppert.

T he c le rk  n odded  h is  h ea d  in  assent to  
g e t r id  o f  th e  o ld  m a n ; fo r  as it  h appened  
the ca ses  r e a lly  d id  need  p o lish in g , and  
the la tte r  w en t a t th e  ca ses  w ith  a  w ill 
a p a ren tly .

R em em b erin g  th e  o ld  m a n  h a d  sa id  he 
was d ea f, E ve lyn  d id  n ot tak e  th e  pre
ca u t io n  to  lo w e r  h e r  v o ice  in  the  least.

A t len g th , w ith  th o  fa ta l d rug  in  her 
possession , E ve lyn  le f t  th e  store .

“ I —I  a lm ost th in k  she b ew itch ed  m e ,”  
m u rm u red  th e  cle rk . “ H e a v e n s ! w h at a 
r isk  I  ru n  in le tt in g  h er  h a ve  th a t  d ead ly  
d ru g —an d  b y  th e  H a rry , I  fo r g o t  t o  tak e 
h er  nam e and address, t o o ; w h at i f  a n y 
th in g  sh ou ld  com e  o f  it ,”  and  a  shudder 
passed  o v e r  h is  from e. “ H ello ,”  h e  m u t
tered, w ith  a  v io le n t  s ta rt , “ w h at has be
com e o f  th e  fe llow  w h o w as c le a n in g  she 
sh ow -ca ses?”

H e g la n ced  a rou n d  in  su rp rise—th e  o ld  
m an  was gone.

C H APTE R  X X V I.
E velyn  St. C la ire  re g a in e d  h er  ow n  room  

in th e  R em in g ton  m a n sion  w ith ou t b e in g  
m issed.

T he fo o tm a n  w h o ad m itted  h er  w on 
dered v a g u e ly  th a t  Mies G a y n e ll’s guest 
shou ld  h a ve  g o n e  o u t  a lon e  o n  th e  street, 
e sp e c ia lly  a t n ig h t, she b e in g  a  s tra n 
g er  in  the c ity , to o . H e to ld  th is  t o  F an 
n y—G a y 's  m a id —w ho h a d  d ecla red  th a t  
she fa ir ly  h a ted  the a ir ish  b lon d e  who 
ord ered  h er  a rou n d  as i f  she w as n ob od y , 
and h op ed  “ fo r  goodness sak e she w asn ’t 
to  rem ain  lo n g .”

T here  was to  be a b r il lia n t  reception- at 
the R em in g ton  m a n sion  th a t  n ig h t, b a t  
E velyn  p lead ed  a severe h ea d a ch e  as an 
excuse  fo r  n ot g o in g  t o  th e  d ra w in g -room .

A tig erish  h a te  sw ept th ro u g h  E ve lyn ’ s 
very  sou l as h er  eyes  rested  u p on  L ittle  
G ay as she ca m e  in to  h er  ro o m  fo r  a 
m om en t b e fore  g o in g  d ow n  to  w elcom e 
h er  guestB.

T he g ir l ’s w on drous b e a u ty . fa ir ly  took  
h er b rea th  aw ay . T he d a rk  eyes  g low ed 
lik e  m id n ig h t stars . T he lo v e ly , cu rlin g  
h a ir  fe ll  a bou t the litt le  h ea d  in  a sheen 
o f  sh in in g  g o ld ; the p ea ch y , d im pled  
cheeks w ere flushed lik e  the h e a rt  o f  a 
cr im son  flow er, an d  the cre a m y  tu lle  dress 
she w ore, ga rn ish ed  here  and  th ere  w ith  
w ater-lilies , set o ff  th e  lov e ly  arm s and 
slen der, g ra ce fu l neck  to  th e ir  a d va n ta ge , 
h e ightened  b y  the n eck la ce  o f  g lea m in g  
p ea rls  she w ore. /

E velyn  St. C la ire b it  h er  lip  fu r iou sly  
un der the m ask  o f  a sm ile as she gazed 
at th e  lov e ly  v is ion  b e fo re  her.

“ I  am  so s o rry  y o u  are  n ot a b le  to  
com e  d o w n / ' said G ay , sy m p a th etica lly . 
“ I  w ill com e  in  when it  is ov e r , and  give  
y o u  a p erfect  a coou n t o f  it .”

“ D o ,”  rep lied  E velyn , a g a in  ve ilin g  the 
te rr ib le  g lit te r  in  h er  steel-b lue eyes.

She w atched  the s len d er figu re o u t  o f  
s igh t.

“ Shine to -n igh t, m y  p re tty  G a y !”  she 
c r ie d  b itte r ly , “ fo r  you  have to  d ie  ere 
th e  d a y  daw ns. Y o u  w ere u n com m on ly  
p re tty  when y o u  w ere o n ly  a  l i t t le  loom  
g ir l  in  th e  P a ssa ic  C otton  M ills—now  you  
are m ore  b e a u tifu l th a n  an h o u r i!  I t  
w ou ld  never do fo r  y o u  to  m eet m y  lover  
a g a in —he loved  y o u  o n ce —he w ou ld  ad ore  
you  n ow ,”  an d  in v o lu n ta r ily  h er  hand 
cre p t  to  th e  fa ta l p a ck a g e  con cea led  in 
h er bosom .

W hen G ay cam e to  h er  room  th a t n igh t, 
E ve lyn  fe ign ed  sleep, and  G ay qu itted  
th e  a p artm en t w ith  noiseless feet and 
sou gh t h er  ow n  b ou d oir.

She co u ld  h ave to ld  E velyn  o f  tw o  d if
fe ren t p rop osa ls  she h a d  rece iv ed  th a t  
even ing , and  o f  tw o  b itte r ly  jealouB  riv a ls , 
betw een whom  a du el w as im m in en t, b e 
cau se  b e a u tifu l L ittle  G ay h a d  w altzed 
tw ice w ith  the on e , a n £  sung “ K ath leen  
M avou reen”  to  the  o tn er.

Of co u rse , G ay g e n tly  refu sed  them  
b o th ; s t i l l , ea ch  o f  them  d ecla red  th a t  he 
w ou ld  w in  h er  i f  h is  r iv a l w as gen tlem a n 
ly  en ou gh  to  g ive  h im  fa ir  p la y  and  cease  
fo rc in g  h is  a tten tion s  u p on  her, w h ich  
w ere c e r ta in ly  un desired .

One o f  these h a n d som e y o u n g  fe llow s 
was H a rry  C hesleigh  o f  R osecliff, the 
o th er  a d a sh in g  y o u n g  m ilita ry  ca d et— 
H al L eslie .

I t  was n o t  o f  them  G ay  was th in k in g  
as she sou gn t h er  c o u c h ; it w as o f  P ercy  
G ran ville , and  she fe ll a sleep  w on d erin g  
when he w ou l£  m ak e  th e  c a ll  he  had  
p rom ised , and  w on d erin g  h ow  she would 
sch ool her h e a rt  su fficien tly  to  keep from  
flin g in g  h e rse lf in h is  arm s and cry in g  
ou t, “ Oh, m y  love , m y  lo v e !  I  ca n n ot m eet 
y o n  as a  s tr a n g e r ! it is b re a k in g  m y 
h eart. L ove m e a ga in , I  ca n n o t  live  w ith 
o u t  y o u l”

F an n y , G a y ’s m aid , h a d  been en gaged  
in p u ttin g  the p re tty  crea m  dress and  all 
o f  her th ings a w a y ; she tu rn ed  th e  gas- 
je t  low , and  w as ju s t  a b ou t to  q u it  the 
b ou d o ir , when th e  k n ob  o f  th e  door 
tu rn ed  w ith  a  low , subdued  c lick , and 
th rou g h  th e  ap ertu re  g lid ed  the w hite 
figu re o f  a w om an.

T he m a id  stood  a m on g  the Bhadows o f 
the w ind ow  d ra p ery  and  w atched  her 
cu r io u s ly , m u tte r in g  to  h e r s e l f :

“ W hat is she a bou t, I  w on d er? I ’l l  stay  . 
here  and  see.”  I

F or a  m om en t E velyn  St. C la ire—fo r  it 
w as she—paused  in  the cen tre  o f  th e  bou- • 
d o ir ; a n d  ca s tin g  o n e  qu ick  keen g la n c e

a b ou t h er , she d etected  the fa in t  ou tlin es  
o f  the  slen der, g ir lis h  fo rm  re s t in g  up on  
th e  la ce -d ra p ed  co u ch .

“ Y o u r  tim e h a s  com e, G ay E ster b rook , 
o r  G ay R em in g ton , w h ich ever y o u  ipay  
ch oose  t o  c a ll  y o u rs e lf ,”  she m uttered , 
c lin ch in g  h e r  jew e led  h a n d s  deep in to  the  
fo ld s  o f  h e r  dresB, as she g lid ed  s w ift ly  
tow a rd  th e  co u ch  w ith  a  d ev ilish  g leam  
in h er  steel-b lue eyee.

G ay la y  w ith  h er  head  re s tin g  up on  her 
arm . N o w a rn in g  o f  th e  a w fu l d a n ger 
th a t m en a ced  h er  flitted  th ro u g h  her 
dream s.

I f  it h a d  n ot b een  fo r  h er  gen tle  b re a th 
in g  L ittle  G ay w ou ld  h a ve  lo ok ed  lik e  a  
b e a u tifu l s ta tue ca rv e d  in  m arb le .

E velyn  St. C la ire  gazed  on  th e  b e a u tifu l 
fa ce  w ith  th e  in tense  ra g e  o f  a  fiend in 
ca rn a te .

“ Y ou  h a ve  crossed  m y  p a th  a ga in , 
g ir l,”  ehe m u ttered , “ a n d  now  y o u  m ust 
d ie  fo r  it .”

She drew  th e  v ia l  fro m  h er p ock et and  
h e ld  it  up  fo r  an  in sta n t tow a rd  th e  gas- 
je t. I t  w as o f  s lig h t ly  g reen ish  hue, and  
seem ed to  em it a  th ou sa n d  ra y s  o f  spa rk 
l in g  ton gu es  o f  fire, th en  ch a n g in g  to  p u r
p le  and  b lue lik e  the  flam e o f  a  d iam on d .

“ T ak e  th a t, G ay E ste rb ro o k ,”  she h issed , 
sw iftly  u n co rk in g  the  v ia l and  h o ld in g  it 
c lo se  t o  th e  u n con sciou s  s le e p e r ’s nos
trils . A  p u n gen t o d o r  sw ept th ro u g h  the 
b o u d o ir—on e  b rea th  o f  w h ich  h a d  lo ck ed  
G ay 's  senses in  a s tu p or b e fo re  Bhe oou ld  
waken.

One g ra in  from  the v ia l, shook  betw een 
those cr im so n  lip s , w ou ld  p rod u ce  in sta n t 
death . E ve lyn  St. C la ire  n erved  h erse lf 
fo r  h e r  d a sta rd ly  w ork—a g a in  th e  vo ice  
o f  je a lo u s y  u rged  h e r  o n  as she h es ita t
ed —w h ile  G a y ’s y o u n g  l i fe  w as a t stake.

A ga in  th e  b r il ia n t  p ow d er flashed in  the 
dim  lig h t , b u t in  th a t  th r il l in g  m om en t 
a  s tro n g  a rm  h u rled  E velyn  St. C la ire 
b ack , and  F a n n y , th e  fa ith fu l m aid , 
sp ru n g  betw een  E velyn  and  h er  in n ocen t 
v ictim .

In  th a t  m om en t th e  d a r in g  b ra v e ry  o f  
the  g u ilty  heiress  asserted  itse lf, ae she 
fou n d  h e rse lf so sud d en ly  an d  u n exp ect
ed ly  corn ered .

I t  w as w ell th a t  Bhe h a d  p lan n ed  w h at 
she shou ld  do in  a case  o f  em ergen cy , If 
she w ere d etected  e n te r in g  G a y ’s room .

Q u ick  as th ou g h t ehe execu ted  her b o ld  
schem e.

She drew  b ack  w ith  a suppressed  scream  
—y a w n in g —and  op e n in g  h er  b lue  eyes in 
the m ost n a tu ra l surprise , v e ry  w ide.

“ Oh, w here am  I ? ”  sh e  cr ied , in  p re 
tended  b ew ild erm ent. “ I  p ra y  y o u  to  fo r 
g iv e  m e,”  she w ent o n , w r in g in g  her 
jew eled  h a n d s  im p lo r in g ly  toge th er . “ I 
m ust h a ve  fa lle n  in to  m y  h a b it  o f  s leep 
w a lk in g . I ’m  in  so m eb od y ’s  r o o m .”

B y th is  tim e th e  m a id  h a d  tu rn ed  o n  a 
flood o f  ga s lig h t.

C leverly  as E velyn  h a d  p la y ed  h er  litt le  
gam e, she h a d  n o t  succeeded  in  d ece iv 
in g  the  serving -m aid .

“ I ’m  n o t  to  be duped  in  th a t  w a y , m iss ,”  
she re to rte d  b lu n tly . “ I  h a ve  h ea rd  o f  
p eop le  w a lk in g  abou t in  th e ir  sleep, m a n y  
a  tim e b e fo re ,”  w h ispered  th e  g ir l, s ig 
n ifica n tly , “ b u t  I  h a ve  never h ea rd  o f  a 
s om n am b u list d o in g  w h at y o u  a ttem pted  
to  do  to -n ig h t,”  ehe added.

“ W h y, w h at did  I  t r y  to  d o ,”  re tu rn ed
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E velyn , tu rn in g  w hite, s t i l l  p re ten d in g  
puzzled  w on der.

“ Y o u  tr ie d  t o  m u rd er M iss G a y ,”  r e 
tu rn ed  th e  g ir l  sh a rp ly . “ She w ou ld  h a ve  
been  a  co rp s e  b y  now  i f  I  h a d n ’t been 
h ere .”

E velyn  re co ile d  w ith  a  h oa rse  c r y .
“ I t  is fa ls e !”  ehe stam m ered . “ I f  you  

dare accu se  m e o f  such  a  th in g , g ir l, I  
w ill sw ear u p on  m y  o a th  th a t  it  w as you  
w ho a ttem p ted  to  d e stro y  y o u r  y ou n g  
heiress, and  I  ru shed  in  to  p rev en t y o u .”

T he fa ith fu l m a id  fa ir ly  ga sp ed  at the 
depth  and  ex ten t o f  th is  fa ir  fiend ’s 
a tro c io u s  w ickedness.

E velyn  Baw h er a d va n ta ge  a n d  fo llow ed  
it up sw iftly .

“ B e w ise, g i r l ;  m ak e  term s w ith  m e ; 
say  n oth in g  o f  w h at has o cc u rre d  to -n ig h t; 
g ive  m e y o u r  w ritten  p led ge  y o u  w ill not, 
and  I  w ill p a y  y o u  dow n a  th ou sa n d  d o l
la rs  ca sh .”

T he m aid , w ho h a d  n ever been  a b le  to  
s cra p e  tw enty-five h a rd -ea rn ed  dollarB  to 
geth er in  h e r  w h ole  l i fe , fa ir ly  ga sp ed  
a t the stu pen dous o ffe r  o f  the  g re a t  h e ir 
ess.

“ I  m ean  it ,”  Baid E velyn  St. C la ire ; 
“ w rite  a  few  w ords w h ich  I  w ill d icta te  
and  it  w ill e a rn  fo r  y o u  a  th ou sa n d  
d o lla rs  caBh.”

T here  are  w om en w h o possess th e  dead 
ly , m a g n e tic  fa sc in a t io n  o f  a serp ent over 
th eir  fe llow -crea tu res , and  E velyn  waB 
on e  o f  th e m ; she he ld  the  g ir l  spell-bound  
un d er h er  co o l, keen  eyes.

A th ou sa n d  d o lla rs ! W as ever such a 
tem p ta tion  o ffe red  a p oor  g ir l  w h o knew  
so w ell th e  tru e  va lu e  o f  m on ey?

W h o  c a n  b lam e h e r  th a t  Bhe w avered, 
and  th a t a t last, d e a r ly  as she loved  p oor 
G ay, th e  p rom ise  o f  so m u ch  go ld  foT 
s im p ly  w r it in g  a few  w ords and  h o ld in g  
h e r  to n g ue, overca m e  h er  scru p les?

EvBtyrr St. C la ire  ra p id ly  w rote  o u t  a 
few  lin e s , and  th e  th ou g h tless  m aid , too  
dazed  and  dazzled  by  th e  h ea p  o f  b ills  
o n  th e  ta b le , to o k  up th e  pen  and  signed  
h er  nam e to  th e  docu m en t, w ith ou t stop 
p in g  t o  rea d  it  over .

H eaven  he lp  h e r !  she l itt le  d rea m ed

th a t  Bhe h a d  s igned  a  so-ca lled  co n fe s 
s ion , s e tt in g  fo r th  th a t  she h e rse lf had  
a ttem p ted  to  tak e  th e  l i fe  o f  b e a u tifu l 
G ay, and  th a t  she h a d  been  fru stra te d  by  
Miss St. C la ire , a g u est in  th e  h ou se !

“ H a !”  th o u g h t E velyn  St. C la ire  t r i
u m p h a n tly , “ in  the fu tu re , w h en  th is  g ir l  
g row s w ea ry  o f  k eep in g  m y  secret, th ie  
w ill s ilen ce  h e r !”

She threw  h e rse lf d ow n  in to  a cu sh ion 
ed  ch a ir  b y  the  w indow , and  a ll th ro u g h  
th e  w ea ry  h ou rs  o f  th e  lo n g  n ig h t th ou g n t 
o v e r  p lo ts  and  p la n s  a g a in s t  th e  l i f e  o f  
h a p less  G ay.

“ T he g ir l  seem s to  b ea r  a  ch a rm ed  life /* , 
she m u tte r e d ; “ b u t m y  next a ttem p t sh a ll 
n o t  m eet w ith  such  d ire  fa ilu r e .” ________
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S U N  L IF E ASSURANCE
COMPANY O F C A N A D A

The leading features o f the Directors’ R eport for 1912 , as presented to 
the Annual Meeting of the Company, held in Montreal, M arch 4 th, 1913, 
are as follows :

ASSETS a® a t 31st D ecem ber, 19 12  ......................... . .............  $49,605,616.49
Increase o v er  1911 .................................................................... .. 6,704,730.51

CASH INCOME from Premiums, Interest, Kents, etc.,
in 1912 .....................................................................................  12,838,081.60

Increase o v e r  1911 .....................................................................   1,775,746.08

P R O F IT S  P A ID  to  P olicyholders entitled  to  p articipate
in 1912 .................................................................   691,975.84

ADDED TO S U B P L U S du ring  1912 .......................................... 614,008.09

TOTAL SURPLUS 31st D ecem ber, 1912, o v e r  a ll liabili- 5,331,0 8 1.8 2
ties and capitaJ, (accord in g  to  the C om pany's 
Standard, v iz., fo r  assurances, the Om. (5) T able, 
with 3% and 3 per cent, in terest, and, for  annui- ?
ties, the B . O. Select A nnuity  Tables, w ith ' 3% 
per cent, interest)

D E A TH  CLAIMS, M atured Endow m ents, Profits, e tc .,
during 1912 ............................................................................. 4,732,463.29

PA Y M E N T S to  P olicyholders since o r g a n iz a t io n . 34,402,734.68

N E W  B U SIN E SS (pa id  for in cash ) during 1912 ..........  30,814,409.64
Increase ov er  1911 ..........................     4,377,628.45

A S S U R A N C E S  IN  F O R C E  31st D ecem ber, 1912 ............. 182,732,420.00
Increase over 1911  ...................................................................  18,160,347.00

The S U N  L I F E  O F  C A N A D A  now occupies tho premier position 
among Canadian L ife  Assurance Companies.

Outside of Companies issuing industrial policies, the S U N  L I F E  O F  
C A N A D A  now does a  larger new life assurance business than any other 
company incorporated in the British Empire.

The C om pany’ s G ro w th :

Y a a r. Incom e Assets L ife  A 99urancet 
In  Foroo

J872 ... . . . $ 48,210.93 $ 96,461.95 $ 1,064,350.00
1892........... 1,109,630.43 3,403,700.83 23,901.047.00
1902.......... 3,661,609.34 13,480,272.88 67,181.602.00

1 9 1 2 . . . . 12,833,081.60 49,605,616.49 182,782,420.00

R O B E R T S O N  M A C A 'J L A Y , 
F resident.

Hoad Office i 

MONTREAL.
T .  B. M A C A U L A Y , 

M a n a g in g  D ire c to r and Secretary.


