
For Weal or for Woe;
Op, A  Dark Temptation

C H APTE R  X V III .—(C ont’d)
In  an in sta n t the g re a te s t  excitem en t 

p rev a iled . P assen gers  h a d  le ft  th e  co a ch es  
and w ere h u rry in g  b re a th le ss ly  to  the 
spot th a t  m ig h t h a v e  w itnessed  such  a 
tra g e d y . T he b r ig h t, g la r in g  l ig h t  from  
th e  en g in e  fe ll fu ll u p on  the p a llid  fa ce , 
crow n ed  in  th e  cu r lin g  r in g s  o f  go lden  
h a ir  c lu stered  a b o u t i t ; th a t  lo v e ly  fa ce  
fa ir e r  th a n  ever p oe t d ream ed  o f  o r  a r t 
ist p a in ted .

T w o d a rk  figures, o n e  fa u ltless  in  dress, 
h a d  h u rried  tow a rd  the scen e  from  am on g ' 
th e  sh adow  o f  the dark  pines, and  had  
m in g le d  w ith  th e  exc ited  p assengers.

H a ro ld  T rem a in e—fo r  the* on e  in  fa u lt 
less  dress w as h e—grou n d  h is  tee th  in 
im p oten t ra g e  as he  rea lized  th a t  h is  
#chem e h a d  been  th w a rted  by  som e y ou n g  
g ir l  w ho h a d  d iscovered  th e  loosen ed  
t ies  and  saved  the tra in .

“ P erh aps it  w as ju s t  as w ell a fte r  a ll."  
he  co n c lu d e d ; fo r  P e rcy  G ra n v ille  d id  not 
a p p ear to  be am on g  the p a sse n g e rs ; he 
i a d  n ot ta k en  th a t  tra in . A ga in  h a n d 
som e  P e rcy  G ran v ille  h a d  esca ped  the 
te rr ib le  fa te  h is  re len tless  foe  h a d  m ark ed  
o u t  fo r  h im .

T rem a in e  pressed  fo rw a rd  e a g e r ly  w ith  
th e  rest to beh old  th e  y o u n g  g ir l w ho 
h a d  saved  the tra in , m e n ta lly  w ondeTing 
h ow  in  th e  w or ld  she h a d  d iscovered  it— 
h ow  she h ap p en ed  to  be a t th is  lo n e ly  
p la c e  at th is  unseem ly  h o u r—and  i f  she 
n ad  b y  an y  ch a n ce  h ea rd  h is  co m p a n io n  
a n d  h im se lf p la n n in g  th e  a ffa ir  when 
th ey  had  fa n cied  them selves so secu re ly  
a lo n e  in th e  dense copse.

One g la n ce  a t  th a t  lo v e ly  w h ite  fa ce , 
and  desp ite  the go ld en  h a ir  and  the 
g r e a t  ch a n g e s  illn ess  h a d  m ade, T re 
m ain e  recogn ized  h e r—G ay E sterb rook  
w hom  h e  b elieved  to  be in  th e  ch a rre d  
ru in s  o f  the o ld  b r ick  h ou se on  th e  r iv e r  
ro a d —G ay in th e  flesh as sure  as fa te .

N o o n e  n otices  h im  in  th e  g re a t  con 
fu s ion  a b ou t them . A q u ick  th ou g h t 
fla'shes th rou g h  th e  v illa in 's  b ra in , hie 
b la ck  eyes g lit te r  w ith  a d ev ilish  g lea m , 
he  sprin gs  fo rw g a rd , ra ises  G ay in  h is  
s tron g  a th le tic  a rm s, and  in an in stan t, 
q u ite  u n n oticed , he  h a s  g a in ed  the dark  
shadow s b eyon d  w ith  h ie lo v e ly  u n con 
sciou s  burden .

C H APTE R  X IX .
In  the exc item en t w h ich  p rev a iled , th e  

passen gers  h u rry in g  h ith e r  and  th ith er , 
a ll  an x iou s  to  view  the sp ot w inch , b u t 
fo r  a y ou n g  g ir l ’ s b ra v e ry  m ust have 
been  the scene o f  a  te rr ib le  d isa ster. G ay 
w as fo r  the  m om en t fo rg o tte n .

The e n g in eer  had  to rn  />ff h is  coat,* la y 
in g  the  e lender, in a n im a te  fo rm  u pon  it, 
h u rry in g  to the  b a g ga g e -oa r  fo r  a flask 
o f  sp ir its  w ith  w h ich  to  rev ive  th e  h e ro ic  
litt le  hero in e .

The pagsengers as w ell as the en g in eer  
w ere m ystjfted ; n on e o f  them  h a d  seen 
h er  depart.

T h ey  com e to  th e  n a tu ra l oon c lu s ion  
th a t, up on  r e g a in in g  con sciou sn ess, the 
y ou n g  g ir l  h a d  fled ; w hy, no on e  cou ld  
even  con je ctu re .

She h a d  saved  th e ir  lives , y e t  th ey  
cou ld  h ot even  express th e ir  h e a rtfe lt
f;ra titu d e  to  her. One ch ild less  o ld  m il- 
ion a ire  o n  the tra in  avow ed, i f  the  b eau 

t ifu l  y o u n g  s tra n ger co u ld  b e  fou n d , and 
h e r  nam e learn ed , th a t  he  w ou ld  m ake 
h e r  h is  heir.

T h ey  con clu d ed  th a t  th e  beet p lan  
w ou ld  be to p u t p erson a ls  in the  lea d in g  
jo u rn a ls  o n  the m o rro w  to  th a t  effect.

M eanw hile the t ra in  h a n d s  w ere b u s ily  
re p a ir in g  th e  r a i ls ;  a few  m om en ts m ore, 
and  the tra in , w h ich  h a d  esca ped  d isa s 
te r  in  eo  m ira cu lou s  a  m an n er, w ent 
th u n d e r in g  on  its  w ay.

H a ro ld  T rem aine, w ho still he ld  the u n 
con sc io u s  fo rm  o f  G ay in h is  a rm s, w a tch 
ed  it  from  a  sa fe  d ista n ce , w ith  a  co v e r t  
sm ile  p la y in g  a bou t h is  cu r lin g , muB- 
tached  lips.

“ R ogers , th© co a s t  is c le a r  n o w ,"  he 
sa id , tu rn in g  to  h ie co m p a n ion , who 
s tood  near h im  lea n in g  a ga in st  the trun k  
o f  a  tree. “ Y o u  can  g o  to  H ackensack  
fo r  th e  c o a ch  ae soon  as y o u  l ik e ; m ind  
you , m ake qu ick  tim e in  d r iv in g  b ack  
here , fo r  we m u st not be fou n d  h ere  when 
da y  b rea k s .”

“ A ll r ig h t , c h ie f ,"  re tu rn ed  the m an 
addressed  as R o g e rs ; “ I 'l l  be b a ck  in  a 
tr ice . I t ’s a p ity  y o u  h a d n ’t  a litt le  
ch lo r o fo rm  a b ou t y o u  t o  se tt le  th e  litt le  
b ea u ty  in case  she shou ld  com e to  w hile 
I  am , gon e  and g iv e  y o u  t r o u b le ."

" I ’l l  a ttend  to  a ll th a t ,"  re to rte d  T re 
m ain e , im p erative ly . “ She escaped  me 
o n c e  - b e fore , b u t I  sh a ll ta k e  good  care  
th a t  i t  d o n ’t  h a p p en  a ga in . M ake haste, 
w ill you , and b r in g  a co n v e y a n ce  a t o n c e ; 
co n fo u n d  y o u r  in fern a l slow ness-"

The m an  m oved  o ff  w ith  a la c r ity , w hile  
T rem a in e  ca rr ied  h is  u n con sciou s  burden  
o n  the bridge.

A few  m om en ts la ter  G a y ’s e y e lid s  flut
tered  feeb ly  fo r  an  in sta n t, then  flew 
w ide op en , e n cou n terin g  the tr iu m p h a n t 
ga ze  o f  th e  han d som e v illa in  ben d in g  
ov er  her.

A shriek  o f  te rror  bu rst from  G a y ’s 
lipe  as she s tru g g le d  o u t  o f  h is a rm s, but 
he  s till  m a in ta in ed  his h o ld  o f  the slim , 
w h ite w rists.

“ Y o u !"  she pants, w ith  b la z in g  eyes, a t
te m p tin g  to  w rench  h er  d e lica te  hands 
from  hie firm  grasp . “ H eaven help  m e! 
I  am  in y o u r  pow er a g a in ."

“ I f  v o u  cou ld  str ik e  m e dead  w ith  those 
b ea u tifu l eyes o f  y ou rs , I  am  sure y o u  
w ou ld  do  it ,"  he  sa id  co o lly .

“ Y es, I  w ou ld  do it ,"  flashed G ay, b it 
te r ly . “ Y o u  h a ve  w reck ed  an d  spo iled  m y 
l i fe  -m a d e  m y very  ex isten ce  a to r tu re  to  
m e. Only H eaven know s h ow  I  a bh or 
you —y o u  who a re  the w ick edest o f  m en— 
a  co u n te r fe ite r—and a w ou ld-be m u rd erer 
—yes, a m u rd erer , who w ou ld  h a ve  sent 
m a n y  a soul in to  e tern ity  to -n ig h t i f  I 
h a d  • n ot h ea rd  y o u r  n e fa riou s  p lan s as 
y o u  d iscussed  them —and  th w a rted  y o u ."

T re m a in e ’s han d som e fa ce  flushed h o tly  
un d er th e  fire o f  h er  sca th in g  words.

“ I  w ou ld  h a ve  in form ed  upon  you , and 
b ro u g h t y o u  a ll to  speedy ju s t ic e  on  the 
n ig h t I  m ad e  m y  escape from  the lon e  
b rick  h ou se  in w h ich  y o u  he ld  m e ca p 
tive , h a d  I n ot been str ick en  dow n on  
th a t very  n igh t by  a lon g  and serious 
illn ess ,"  G ay w ent on reck lessly .

“ Y ou  are  not w ise in p ers isten tly  an 
ger in g  m e ,”  retu rn ed  T rem ain e , co o lly . 
*'You know  too  m u ch  co n cern in g  m e to 
ever esca pe  from  me. T ake ca re  how  you  
ispurn nay p ro ffered  frien d sh ip . B ew are 
lest  y o u  m ak e  an enem y o f  m e, m y beau 

t ifu l, defian t litt le  fa iry . I  am  y o u r  
m aster, bu t love  w ou ld  m ak e  m e ^your 
s la v e ."

G ay shrun k  from  h im  in th e  m ost in 
tense lo a th in g .

“ A  w ick ed  m an  is in ca p a b le  o f  th e  pure , 
h o ly  sen tim ent ca lle d  lo v e ,"  she cr ied . “ I 
spu rn , y o u  and  y o u r  lov e  a lik e .”

“ N otw ith sta n d in g  th a t, y o u  a re  destined  
to  be  m y  b rid e  b y  fa ir  m ean s o r  fo u l,"  
re torted  T rem aine.

“ I w ou ld  k ill m y se lf  firs t,”  pa n ted  G ay, 
de fian tly .

T rem a in e  m ere ly  sm iled  a t th is  b itter  
o u tb rea k . “ W e sh a ll h a ve  to  m ove on  to 
w ard  the r o a d ,”  h e  sa id  h a s tily , d ra w 
in g  h e r  arm  w ith in  h is  ow n  and  m ov in g  
aw ay from  th e  shadow s.

“ I  su ppose y o u  a re  w on d erin g  h ow  you  
fe ll  in to  m y  arm s a g a in ,"  he  sa id  m o ck 
in g ly , and in a  few  w ords he  exp la in ed  
th e  m a tte r  t o  her, a d d in g  th a t  sh e  should  
never escape h im  a ga in .

G ay vou ch sa fed  h im  no answ er. She 
w as b itte r ly  incensed.

On the b rid ge  th a t  spa n n ed  th e  rock - 
bedded  ra p id s , G ay drew  su d d en ly  back . 
“ Oh, i f  she cou ld  b u t die and  end  it  a ll 
in the d ark , seeth in g  w aters  b e lo w ,"  she 
th o u g h t  w ild ly .

T rem a in e  drew  nearer to  h er  and  w ou ld  
h a ve  th row n  h is  arm  a b ou t th e  slender, 
lissom  figu re  h a d  she n ot rep u lsed  h im  
w ith  a s tin g in g  b low , ju s t  as she had  
d on e  o n ce  b e fore  fo r  the 6am e offense, 
s tra ig h t  u p on  h is  a r is to cr a t ic  fa ce  w ith  
h er  litt le  c lin ch e d  w h ite  hand .

“ S tand b a ck —do n o t  to u ch  m e ,"  th e  g ir l 
p a n ted , “ o r  I  w ill th row  m y se lf  ov er  th is  
ra i l in g  d ow n  in to  th e  w ater b e lo w ."

T he han d som e v illa in  la u gh ed , and  th a t  
m ock in g  la u g h  froze  th e  b lo o d  in  p o o r  
h elp less  G a y ’s  veins.

“ W h a t a  preverse  litt le  d a r lin g  you  are 
to  be sure, to  Btand o u t so b ra v e ly  and
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d e fy  me. B y  G eorge, th is  d ifficu lt w oo in g  
g iv es  a zest to  i t ;  b u t  from  the first y o u r  
deep-rooted  d islik e  m ade m e a ll the  m ore  
an x iou s  to  w in  y o u  and  ta m e  y o u  and 
c l ip  y o u r  wingB, m y  b e a u tifu l, s tru g g lin g  
b ird  o f  p a ra d ise , whose b ea u ty  has be 
w itch ed  m e. T here 's  n o th in g  tam e a bou t 
th is  rom a n ce , b y  the  e te rn a l! B ut, m y 
ch a rm in g  G ay, m y  b rid e  to  be, I  m ust 
e x a ct  a kiss fo r  the b low  you  d ea lt  m e, 
here an d  now . W h y  s tru gg le  w hen you  
know  y o u  m u st su b m it to  itP"

N o w on der th e  v il la in ’s b rea th  up on  
her ch eek  and  the clasp  o f  h is  arm  
a rou n d  h er  m ad d en ed  p o o r  G ay and  m ade 
h er  desperate , Bhe h a d  suffered  so .

W ith  a low , fren zied  cr y  she flung o ff 
the c la sp  o f  th e  a rm  w ou nd  a b ou t her, 
s ca rce ly  re a liz in g  in  h er  te r ro r  th a t  she 
was p ressing  h im  b ack  w ith  a lm ost super
hu m an  stren gth  a g a in s t  the ra il in g  o f  
th e  brid ge , w h ile  h e  seem ed n e a r ly  p a ra 
lyzed  a t tn e  suddenness o f  the a tta ck .

T here  w as a cra sh  and  a te rr ib le  cry , 
and  the th in  b oard s  th a t  fo rm ed  th e  r a i l 
ing  p arted , and  G ay ’s p ersecu tor  w as p re 
c ip ita te d  dow n, dow n in to  the  seeth in g  
w aters  th a t  la sh ed  th e  ro ck s  below  in 
th e ir  re len tless  fu ry .

The th r illin g , a w fu l c r y , “ M u rd e r !"  ra n g  
o u t  sh r illy  o n  th e  n ig h t a ir , q u ick ly  fo l
low ed  by  the  splash  o f  a  h ea vy  fa llin g  
bod y , and  in  th e  fe a r fu l d esp a ir o f  th a t  
te rr ib le  m om en t p oor  G ay, who h a d  p e r il
ed her soul b y  an  a w fu l cr im e, rea lized  
w h at she h a d  done.

The p a le  m oon  stru gg led  o u t  fro m  the 
b la ck , h e a v y  c lou d s , and  w ith  bated  
b rea th  G ay p eered  dow n in to  th e  a n gry  
w aves. x

“ Oh, H eaven ! I  d id  n ot m ean  to  d o  i t ! "  
sh e  gasped , w r in g in g  h er  l i t t le  w hite 
h ands in m o rta l te rro r , “ b u t h e  d rove  me 
to  i t ;  he  goad ed  m e to  m adness. One o f  
o u r  lives  w ou ld  h a ve  ended  in  a tra ged y  
—w h at does it  m atter  th a t  it  w as h is  in 
stead  o f  m in e ? "
' She look ed  at th e  litt le  han d s , w h ite  ae 

lily -leav es, c lu tch in g  the  b rok en  ra ils , and 
it  a lm ost seem ed to h er  exc ited  fa n cy  th a t 
there  w ere cr im so n  sta ins o f  b lood  upon 
them .
• W ou ld  the angels  up  in  heaven  w ho had  
w itnessed  w h at she had  d on e  tak e  ven ge
ance  up on  h e r ?  she w on dered  va g u e ly .

L ike on e  fa sc in a ted , G ay gazed  in to  the 
dark , a n g ry  w aters, t ip p ed  b y  the go lden  
lig h t  o f  th e  g lea m in g  sta re ; sudden ly  the 
w aves p arted , and  in th e  flick erin g  lig h t  
she saw  H arold  T rem a in e ’ s w h ite fa ce , and 
the p ie rc in g  c r y  o f  “ M urderI—h e lp ! h e lp !”  
rose  up  from  the wave*.

A h u rried  step  w a» a n sw ering  th e  ca ll.
I t  was too  la te  to  save h im , b u t she 

w ou ld  be d iscovered  th ere  and  accused  
o f  i t ;  yet, i f  h er  very  l i fe  h a d  depended 
upon  it, she co u ld  n ot m ove  h an d  o r  foot 
to  fly ; e very  nerve seem ed p ara lyzed .

As in a  g la ss  d a rk ly , a p ictu re  o f  the 
fu tu re  rose in  a gh a stly  v is ion  b e fore  her 
—she co u ld  see h erse lf in a p rison er 's  
box , her go lden  h ea d  how ed on  the ra il, 
her w h ite w rists  m an acled , the  w ords 
“ C harged  w ith  th e  m urder o f  H a ro ld  T re 
m a in e”  w ritten  in  le tte rs  o f  fire  aga in st 
h er nam e—even  th e  p ictu re  o f  th e  h a n g 
m an  and th e  s ca ffo ld  rose  b e fore  her 
m en ta l v is io n ; and  she ra ised  h er  love ly  
y o u n g  fa ce  to  the n ig h t sky w ith  such 
in fin ite  te rro r  and such p iteou s m oan s 
th a t  the w h ite  an gels  m ust have p itied  
and  w ept fo r  her.

She rea lized  th a t  she shou ld  fly from  
the te rr ib le  spot, bu t fa te  seem ed to  clo se  
in a rou n d  h er  an d  b in d  her there.

“ T h ey  w ill find m e h ere  an d  arres t m e," 
sh e  m oan ed  s in k in g  d ow n  on  her k nees; 
and co v e r in g  h er  w hite face, and  startled  
eyes  w ith  h er  p oor  l itt le  trem b lin g  hands, 
she tr ied  t o  u tter  a p ra yer , bu t the  w ords 
d ied  on her lips in a m oan  o f  te rror .

“ N o on e  ca n  he lp  h im  n ow ,"  m uttered  
G ay, as she saw  he d id  n ot rise  aga in .

W ould  th e  dark  w aters ever  rev ea l th e ir  
te rr ib le  secret until the  d a y  o f  ju d gm en t 
cam e?

N earer, n earer cam e the sw ift footsteps, 
and a g a in .t h e  h o r r ib le  c r y  o f  “ M u rd er!"  
w as fa in tly  repeated , ech oed  w eird ly  back  
th ro u g h  the w a v in g  pines.

C H APTE R  XX.
W e m u st now  retu rn  to  P ercy  G ran 

v ille  and  E velyn , w hom  we le ft  b id d in g  a 
h a sty  a d ieu  to  th e ir  frien d s  and h u rry in g  
b ack  to  R ed ston e H all in  resp on se  to  the 
te legram  P ercy  had  received .

S ca rce ly  a w ord  wae spok en  betw een 
them  d u rin g  th a t  lon g , sw ift  r id e ; Eve
ly n  cou ld  have been con ten t to  s it fo r 
ever b y  h is  side ga z in g  w is tfu lly  in to  h is  
han d som e fa ce , w on d rou sly  p a le  now  in 
the  flick erin g  lig h t  o f  the  ca rr ia g e  lam ps.

As they  neared  R edstone H all P ercy  o b 
served  a g r e a t  co n fu sio n  am on g  the ser
vants* a murmur o f  voices, and  ligh ts  
m o v in g  to  arm fro ,

“ Oh, I  am  a fra id  we are  too  la te !"  
oried  E velyn . “ I  fea r  the  dear o ld  gen 
era l is dead ! Oh, P ercy , h u rry  to  his 
room  and te ll m e—if  I  ca n  com e to o ."

One o f  the servants m et h im  at the 
d oor and  to ld  h im  how  the fe a r fu l a cci
dent had  happened .

In o& relessly h a n d lin g  a loa d ed  re v o l
ver w h ich  he h a d  a lw a ys  k ep t in one 
co rn e r  o f  h is w ard robe , it  h a d  been a c c i
d en ta lly  d isch a rged , th e  b u lle t lo d g in g  
in o n e  o f  h is lungs.

In te rn a l h em orrh a ge  h a d  set in, and  
now h is  death  was b u t a q u estion  o f  a 
few sh ort hou rs.

L ik e on e  in  a  dream , P ercy  h u rried  
a lon g  the c o r r id o r .

T he sound  o f  h is  ow n  nam e fe ll upon 
h is  earB.

H e knew  it  was h is  u n cle ’s  vo ice  ca llin g  
fo r  h im .

ENVER BET,
W ho is believed  to  have k illed  Ne^ 

zim Pasha du rin g  the uprising o f 
the Y oun g  Turks at C onstanti
n ople , and -who succeeds the man 
he killed.

F or h ou rs  th e  g en era l h a d  la in  in  an 
u n con sciou s  sta te , h is  b u rn in g , s ta r in g  
eyes fixed in te n tly  o n  the w a ll, and  the 
d o cto r  who w atched  a t h is  bed sid e  fea red  
th a t  he  w ou ld  pass a w a y  w ith ou t on e  
w ord  to  the  nephew  whose co m in g  h e  had  
so a rd en tly  desired.

T he sou n d  o f  th e  ca r r ia g e  w heels a rou sed  
h im  as n oth in g  else co u ld  h ave done.

“ Send m y  nephew  ta  m e ,"  he  m oan ed , 
“ and  leave  us a lon e to g e th e r ."

A n oth er m om en t and  the d octor  op en 
ed h u rr ie d ly , and  P ercy  G ran ville  sw iftly  
crossed  the  oham ber o f  d ea th  and  was 
k n ee lin g  beside h is  u n cle ’s oouch .

T he d o c to r  q u ie tly  w ith d rew  to  an  a d 
jo in in g  room , as he h ad  been b idden , 
le a v in g  them  a lon e togeth er .

A h a lf  h ou r p a sse d ,' and  as th e  d ootor 
p aced  th e  lu x u riou s  room  b ack  an d  fo rth  
restlessly , was it  o n ly  fa n cy —o r  d id  he 
h ea r P e rcy  G ran ville  c r y  o u t  e x c ite d ly : 

“ Ask a n y th in g  else o f  m e and  I  w ill 
g la d ly  do  it, un cle , b u t th is w h ich  you
u rge  up on  m e I  ca n n o t  do. I  ”

T he rest o f  the sen tence—th a t is, i f  it 
w ere not an  h a llu c in a t io n  o f  the doo
tor  ’s m orb id  fa n cy —w as drow ned  in  the 
m o a n in g  o f  the trees th a t  s tood  l ik e  gr im  
sentinels g u a rd in g  R edstone H all.

The la rg e , m ag n ificen t room  in  w h ich  
the  o ld  gen era l la y , w as qu ite  in  shadow  
—th e  w h ite s ta tu ttes  g leam ed  in  the  so ft  
sem i-dark ness; on e  b lin d  w as h a lf  draw n, 
and  th ro u g h  it  ca m e  th e  c le a r , w hite 
m oon ligh t . A la rg e  s ilv e r  n ight-lam p 
etood  u pon  th e  cen ter -ta b le ; b u t it was 
ca re fu lly  shaded.

F a in t g lim m ers  o f  l ig h t  fe ll up on  the 
bed w ith  its c o s t ly  velvet h a n g in g s , and 
on  the w hite, draw n fac& vthat la y  on 
the p illow  w ith  the  film y , lo o k  th a t  com es 
o n ly  in to  eyes th a t  death  h a s  b egu n  to  
darken .

The d y in g  g en era l h a d  h e ld  o u t  h is 
h a n d  feeb ly  to  P e rcy  as he  en tered  the 
room .

“ Y ou  h a ve  com e, P e r c y ,"  h e  sa id  fa in t 
ly . “ T h an k  H eaven  y o u  are  h ere .”

T he stern  o ld  gen era l h a d  never been 
d em on stra tive ; now  h e .seem ed  to  trem ble  
w ith ' em otion  as he  c lu n g  to the  s tron g  
h a n d s  th a t  h e ld  his.

“ I  am  d y in g , P e r c y ,"  sa id  the  o ld  gen 
e ra l, g a sp in g ly , “ m y  eyes  g row  d im —I 
ca n n ot see y o u .”

“ U n cle ,”  sa id  P ercy , trem u lou s ly , “ i f  I 
cou ld  su ffer every  p a n g  th a t  y o u  endu re, 
I  w ou ld  g la d ly  d o  it fo r  y o u r  sak e.”

The gen era l la id  h is  h a n d  on  th e  h a n d 
som e bow ed head.

“ H eaven b less y o u , P e rc y ,”  he  m u rm u r
ed, “ y o u  are  a  g rea t  co m fo r t  to  m e—m y 
h op e  and  m y  tru st  are in  you . P e r c y ,"  
he cr ied , s ta rt in g  up w ith  e n e rg y  that 
s ta rte d  cr im son  flecks o f  b lo o d  to  h is 
m ou th , “ I  h a ve  on e  la st  d y in g  requeBt 
to  m ak e  o f  y o u —y o u  w ill g r a n t  m y  p ra yer , 
m y  b o y —su rely  y o u  w ill n ot re fu se  m y 
la st  req u est ."

“ M y d ea rest u n cle ,"  cr ied  the you n g  
m an , w ith  g re a t  em otion , “ y o u  kn ow  I  
w ou ld  d ie  fo r  y o u , if  d y in g  w ou ld  benefit 
you . W h y  d o  you  dou b t m y  w illingn ess 
to  o b e y  y o u r  w ishes w h atever th ey  m ay 
be?  W h atever I  ca n  do t o  co m fo r t  you , 
I  w ill su rely  do, u n cle ."

“ H eaven bless you , m y  b o y ,"  retu rn ed  
th e  gen era l, g ra te fu lly . “ Y o u  m ake 
death  a th ou sa n d -fo ld  e a s ier  to b e a r ."  i 

In  th a t  m om en t P ercy  rem em bered  the 
p a r t in g  w ords o f  the  d o cto r  as he q u itted  
th e  r o o m :

“ M y dear y o u n g  m a n ,"  he h a d  sa id  
ge n tly , “ I  m ust rem in d  y o u  th a t  you r 
u n cle ’ s l i fe  h a n g s  on  a m ere  th rea d . The 
lea st excitem en t, th e  lea st a g ita tio n  
w ou ld  send him  in to  e te rn ity  b e fore  you  
co u ld  ca ll a ssistan ce. N o m atter  w h at he 
m a y  h a ve  to  say  to  you , lis ten , and  a c 
cede i f  it be in  y o u r  p ow er .”

“ I  w ill rem em ber ,”  P e rcy  h a d  answ er
ed, g r a v e ly ; “ su rely  you  m a y  tru st  me, 
s ir ."

“ I  d o ,"  the d o cto r  h a d  rep lied . “ Y ou r 
u n cle 's  l ife , fo r  the p resent, lies  in  yo u r  
hands.

“ Yes, I  am  d y in g , P e r c y ,"  w h ispered  the 
gen era l, b re a th in g  h o a rs e ly ; “ b u t  fo r  th a t  
I shou ld  n o t  u tter  th e  o n e  w ish—the one 
desire o f  m y  li fe , fo r  perhapB yea rs  to  
com e. Y o u  m u st say  ‘Y es ’ to  m y  la s t  r e 
quest, P e r c y ,"  he  m urm ured .

“ Y ou  need n o t  d o u b t it, un cle , ’ the 
y ou n g  m an  rep lied  ea rn estly . I  ca n n ot 
re fu se  a n y th in g  y o u  m a y  a sk —w h y should  
I?"

As he spoke, he  h a d  n ot the fa in tes t 
idea  o f  W hat he  w ou ld  be asked to  do.

At th a t  in sta n t he  ra ised  h is  troub led  
eyes  to  a stee l-en grav in g  h a n g in g  upon 
the op p osite  w all, and  h is  han d som e face  
pa led .

The p ictu re  represented  a b r id a l p a rty  
em erg in g  fro m  an ivy -covered  stone 
ch u rch , and  in th a t  m om en t h is  thoughts 
tra ve led  b ack  to  ju s t  su ch  an ep isod e  in 
h is  ow n  l i f e ;  and  in the  sh im m ering  
m oon beam s th a t  s to le  in  th rou gh  the w in 
dow  he co u ld  see th e  fa ce  o f  L ittle  Gay.

He rem em bered  h<?w the" lo v e ly  you n g  
face  look ed  as it  w as ra ised  to  h is  as 
th ey  p a rted —th e  m em ory  o f  it, as he 
knelt there, b rou g h t tears to  h is  eyes— 
the sweet l itt le  b rid e  fro m  w hom  he had 
p a rted  at the very  a lta r .

“ W ae ever a m a n ’s fa te  as cru e l as m ine 
has b e e n ?"  he  th ou g h t. “ W ho ever  lo s t  a 
w ife  on  nis w ed d in g -d a y ?"

Surely  th ere  had  never been a love- 
dream  so  sweet, so p a ss ion a te , o r  so 
b r ig h t  as h ie ; su rely  th ere  h a d  never 
been on e  so ru d e ly  b ro k e n ! P oor  litt le  
G ay, h is  b rid e , co ld  now  in d ea th !

T he feeb le  pressu re  o f  the  ge n e ra l ’s 
h ands reca lled  hia w a n d er in g  th ou gh ts.

“ L isten , P e rcy ,”  he  m u rm u red  fa in tly , 
“ m y m om en ts are  preciouB .”

“ Go on , m y dear u n c lc ,"  rep lied  P ercy , 
g e n tly ; “ I  am  a tten d in g  c lo se ly  t o  w hat 
y o u  h a ve  to  say  to  m e ."

“ P ercy , m y b o y ,”  he w h ispered  g a sp in g 
ly , “ I  cou ld  not d ie  and  leave  the word* 
un spoken . I w ant m y ra ce  to  liv e  lon g  
gen era tion s  a fte r  m e. A ll rests w ith  you , 
m y best loved nephew—y o u  who w ear m y

I M I T A T I O N S  A B O U N D
E v e r y  o n e  show s th e  d e a le r a  la rg e r  p ro f it , b u t  
n o n e  possess th e  f la v o u r  o f

I I
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o r g ive  th e  sa m e  satisfa ctio n  to  th e  te a  d r in k e r .
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n am e and in h e r it  m y  fo rtu n e . Y o u  un
d ersta n d  me, P e rcy —yon  know  th e  la s t  re 
quest I  w ou ld  m ak e  o f  y o u ? ”

A  c r y  b rok e  fro m  the y o u n g  m a n 's  l ip s ;
the  w ords p ierced  lik e  a sw ord  to  hie 
heart.

"S u re ly , un cle , y o u  do n ot m ean  th a t  
y o u  w ish m e—to------ ”

T he very  a gon y  crow d ed  in to  the  w ord 
“ m a r r y ”  seem ed  to  u n m a n  h im .

“ T o m a rry , yes, P e r c y ; th a t  is w h at I
w a n t you  to  p rom ise  m e to  d o ."

“ M y God, u n c le !"  he b u rst  ou t, “ ask 
a n y th in g  b u t th a t ;  m y  h e a rt  is to rn  and  
b le e d in g ; h a ve  m e rcy ; Bpare and  p ity  
m e !"

G reat d rop s  o f  a g o n y  stood  on  h is  brow , 
h is  w hole fra m e  shook  w ith  a g ita tio n .

P u t a n oth er  in  G a y ’s p la ce ?  M a rry !
H eaven p ity  h im ; h ow  o ou ld  he  h a rb o r  
such a  fa n cy  fo r  a  s in g le  in sta n t, when 
he th ou g h t o n ly  o f  th e  co ld , p a le  fa ce  o f  
G ay, h ie fa ir  y o u n g  brid e , w hom  he had  
loved  so m a d ly , ly in g  in  h er  fleecy shroud  
in  th e  icy  em b ra ce  o f  death , lik e  a  brok en  
li ly  b lig h ted  in  the  bud.

“ A nsw er m e, m y  b o y ,"  w h ispered  the  
o ld  gen era l, h is  b rea th  g ro w in g  fa in ter . 
“ I t  is th e  com m on  fa te  o f  a ll m en  to  
m a rry  and to  lo v e ; it  is n o t  a h a rd sh ip , 
ra th e r  a  b le ss in g ."

(To be con tin u ed .)

Winter Care of Drafters.
M ost farm ers do  not get fu ll use 

o f their horses through failure to 
provide w ork for them du ring  tha 
w inter m onths. There is general
ly not much doin g  on the farm  then 
excep t, perhaps, hauling o f  a lit
tle  produce to  tow n, dragging  in 
the logs fo r  firew ood and scatter
ing m anure on  the snowy fields.

A ltogeth er  they are kept idle for 
so m any days th at the average 
num ber o f  hours w orked per day 
fo r  a year is even less than tw o, 
coun tin g  those days in summer 
overtim e is the rule for man and 
beast.

This condition  is unprofitable 
from  an econom io poin t o f  view, 
and from  the view p oint o f the 
h orse ’ s health.

H eavy dra fters  in  good  flesh and 
fed  libera lly  on  oats and tim othy 
w ill need exercise and plenty o f  it 
to  keep in fa ir health during the 
w inter. They w ill need  warm 
stables properly  v e n t ila te d ; there 
must be no cem ent or o th er damp

floors fo r  them  to  lie o n ; ther* 
must be plenty o f  a ir and sunshine*

One w inter we fed  scarcely any
th ing but straw  and just a littl*  
grain and th« horses oaraa th rou g h  
in better shape than those o f  tb 
neighbor who fed  libera lly , but whc 
d id  not have any m ore w ork for hi# 
horses than w e had. T here was not 
so much rich stuff to poison thS 
blood.

I  know o f a farm er who regu» 
larly  h ires a team ster to  take hi* 
m agnificent d ra fters out in to  th* 
em ploy o f  the local ice com pany, 
and so keeps them busy du rin g  th* 
w inter. A n oth er engages his tvr4 
team s in the cord w ood  business to i 
the same purpose.

N either o f  these men makes very 
m uch m oney through  the dea l, buif 
they force  their horses to  pay fo *  
their w inter board  and to  com * 
through  in splendid shape for  th®' 
sum m er’ s heavy grind.

T here ar© f i v o  licensed hotels in i  
V ernon .
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D YE, o n e  can b u y - -W h y  y o u  d o n ’t even  have to  
k n o w  w hat K IN D  o f  C loth  y o u r  G ood s are m ade 
o f .—S o Mistakes are Im possible.

Send fo r  Frae C o lo r  Card, S tory  B ook le t, and 
B ooklet g iv ing  results o f  D yein g  o v e r  other co lors .

T h e  JO H N SO N -R IC H  A R D S O N  C O ., Limited, 
M ontieal. Canada.

W E HAVE STARTED A

P R I Z E  
COM PETITION

M A P L E  S Y R U P  
<PR IZ E  CONTESTJ

In the in terest o f  p u rity  o f  good s  in v o lv 
ing  an o u t la y  o f  $500, d iv ided  in to  44 prizes 
v a ry in g  from  $100 (first prize) dow n to 
$5.00.
C om petition  is lim ited  to  users o f  the  GRIM M  CHAM PION EVA PO R A TO R .
S hould y o u  ow n  a grove and w ant to  ge t the best va lue o u t  o f  it, and  are 
not using  on e  o f  o u r  E VA PO R A TO R S, w rite  to u b , s ta tin g  how  m an y  trees 
you  tap  and we w ill q u ote  you  nooessary cost suited to  you r needs. Y o u  
can  then  en ter con test and  m a y  win a ca sh  prize, thus red u c in g  cost of 
outfit. Prizes w ill be given fo r the best sam ples o f  syru p  and  sugar sent 
in by  A p ril 15th, c lo s in g  date  o f  com p etition . Sam ples fro m  e very  com p eti
tor  w ill be exh ib ited  in the m agn ificen t show w indow s o f  " T h e ' M ontreal 
S ta r ,"  M on treal, d u rin g  the la st tw o weeks o f  A pril.
D on 't  fa il to w rite  a t on ce  fo r  copy o f  o u r  “ Prize  Contest C ir c u la r ,"  g iv in g  
the fu lle st  in form a tion .

T H E  G R I M M  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  C O M P A N Y ,  L T D .  
_  3 8  W e l l i n g t o n  S t . ,  M o n t r e a l ,  Q u e .

Canada’s finest sugar 
at its best

Your love of 
cleanliness and 

p u r i t y  v / i l l  be  
gratified by this 5 - 

3ound Sealed Package of

Extra Granulated Sugar
It’s Canada’s finest sugar, fresh from the Refinery, 

untouched by human hands. Each Package 

contains 5  full pounds of sugar Your Grocer 

can supply you.

C a n a d a  S u g a r  R e fin in g  
C o m p a n y , L im ite d , 
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