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— c l e a n ,  w h o l e  l e a v e s — w i t h  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  f l a v o r  

o f  t h e  f r e s h  l e a v e s  b r o u g h t  t o  y o u r  t a b l e  b y  t h e  
s e a l e d  l e a d  p a c k a g e s .

B L 'Q K ,  G R E E N  O R  M I X E D oa

F o r  W e a l  o r  f o r  W o e ;
O r ,  A  D a r k  T e m p t a t i o n

C H A P T E R  I I .— C o n t ’d)

T w o  s t r o n g  a r m s  l i f t e d  t h e  s l ig h t ,  t r e m b 
l in g  fo r m  o u t  o f  t h e  s e e  J u n g  w a te r s  u p  
t o  h is  t h r o b b in g  b r e a s t ,  t ig h t e n in g  th e ir  
$ la » p  a b o u t  h e r  b e fo r e  h e  t o o k  t h e  p e r i 
lo u s  le a p  b a c k  in to  t h e  w a t e r  w ith  h ie  
• i in g in g  b u r d e n .

“ L i t t le  G a y ,”  h e  w h isp e re d  h o a r s e ly ,  
r e s t in g  h is  w h ite  h a n d s o m e  fa c e  to r  o n e  
b r ie f  se c o n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  g i r l ’ s d u s k y  
c h e e k — “ I  h a v e  c o m e  t o  s a v e  y o u — b e c a u s e  
— I  lo v e  y o u . Y o u  a r e  a l l  th e  w o r ld  to  
m e . I f  y o u  w e re  t o  d ie  m y  l i f e  w o u ld  
b e  w re c k e d . Y e e , I  lo v e  y o u , L i t t l e  G a y . "

H e  c la s p e d  t h e  l i t t l e  w h ite  a r m s  c lo se  
A r o u n d  h is  n e c k , c o m m a n d in g  h e r  to  c l in g  
t o  h im  a n d  n o t  to  le t  g o , fo r  h e  w a s  g o 
in g  t o  B r e a s t  t h e  m a d  w a v e s  w ith  h e r .

“ W i l l  y o u  t r u s t  y o u r  l i f e  to  m e , G a y ? ”  
h e  a sk e d  t e n d e r ly .

“ Y e s ,”  sh e  so b b e d  f a i n t ly ,  c a tc h in g  h e r  
b r e a t h  w ith  a  s h u d d e r , h e r  c la s p  t ig h t e n 
in g  r o u n d  h is  n e c k .

“ I f  w e p e r is h , w e p e r ie h  t o g e t h e r , m y  
d a r l i n g ,”  h e  s a id  s o le m n ly , s t r a in in g  h e r  
lo  h ie  h e a r t .

T h e  n e x t  in s t a n t  h e  h a d  p lu n g e d  b a c k  
In to  t h e  r o a r in g  w a v e s  w ith  h is  lo v e ly ,  
t e r r ifie d  b u r d e n , s t r ik in g  b o ld ly  a n d  
b r a v e ly  o u t  fo r  t h e  b e a c o n  l ig h t s  t h a t  
l in e d  th e  s h o r e , w h e re  a  v a s t  t h r o n g  h a d  
f a t h e r e d .

H o w  t h e  p e o p le  a n x io u s ly  w a tc h e d  th e  
tw o  fo r m s  t h a t  w ere  s t r u g g l in g  a t  t h e  
w ild  m e r c y  o f  th e  w a v e s  a n d  th e  e t o r m , 
w h ic h  t h e  f i t fu l  fla sh e s  o f  l i g h t n in g  re 
v e a le d  to  t h e ir  s t r a in e d  e y e s .

“ O h , G o d l w o u ld  it  b e  l i f e  o r  d e a t h  w ith  
t h e m ? ”  w a s  t h e  t e r r if ie d  c r y  t h a t  r o se  to  
• v e r y  l ip . M o th e r s  k n e lt  d o w n  in  th e  
p it i le s s  s :o n n  a n d  p r a y e d  fo r  th e m . S tr o n g  
m e n  c r ie d  a lo u d , w e e p in g  a s  t h e y  h a d  
n e v e r  w e p t  in  a l l  t h e ir  l iv e s  b e fo r e . Y o u n g  
g ir ls  h e ld  t h e ir  b r e a t h  in  p ite o u s  su s 
p e n se .

T h e y  d a r e d  n o t  c h e e r  t h e  n o b le  h e r o , o r  
m tter a n y  c r y  le s t  i t  m ig h t  u n n e r v e  t h e  
fcrAve s w im m e r  a n d  c a u s e  h im  t o  d ro p  
k i s  b u r d e n .

F iv e  m in u t e s — te n — t h a t  e e e m e d  a lm o s t  
a n  e t e r n i t y  t o  t h e  b r e a t h le s s  w a tc h e r s —  
p a s s e d . N o w  h e  w a s  n e a r  e n o u g h  to  
e a tc h  th e  r o p e  t h a t  w a s  flu n g  o u t  t o  h im .

S tr o n g  h a n d s  p u lle d  w ith  a w ill , a n d  
a m id  r o u s in g  c h e e r s , P e r c y  G r a n v i l le  
g a in e d  th e  s h o re , a n d  la id  h is  lo v e ly ,  
d r ip p in g  b u r d e n  in  h e r  j o y f u l  s is t e r ’s 
a r m s .

O n e  in s ta n t  a f t e r  p o o r  G a y  h a d  s tru c k  
t h e  w a t e r  sh e  h a d  lo s t  a l l  s e n s e  o f  h e r  
d e a d ly  p e r il , f a l l i n g  h e a v i ly  b a c k  in  h is  
a r m s  in  a  d eep  sw o o n .

T h e  su n  w a s  B h in in g  b r ig h t ly  in  th e  
s m a ll  r o o m  th e  tw o  s is t e r s  o c c u p ie d , w h en  
G a y  o p e n e d  h e r  d a r k , d a ze d  e y e e  th e  
n e x t  d a y . H a z e l  w a s  s t a n d in g  o v e r  h e r  
w it h  a  w h ite , s c a r e d  fa c e .

“ O h , G a y , m y  d a r l in g , I  t h o u g h t  y o u  
w o u ld  n e v e r  c o m e  t o ,”  so b b e d  H a z e l, s in k 
in g  o n  h e r  k n e e s  b y  th e  w h ite  c o u c h , a n d  
t e n d e r ly  s t r o k in g  th e  b r o w n  c u r ly  h e a d .

“ T h e n  i t  w a s  n o t  a  d r e a m , a f t e r  a l l ? ”  
© a y  w h isp e re d , in  a  lo w , h u s h e d  v o ic e . “ I  
r e a l ly  sto o d  o n  t h e  w in d o w -le d g e — w ith  th e  
e o ld , d a r k  w a t e r  r is in g  h ig h e r  a n a  H ig h e r  
a r o u n d  m e , a n d  h e  c a m e  to  m y  r e s c u e —  
h e  sa v e d  m e ? ”

“ Y e s , M r . G r a n v i l le  sa v e d  y o u ,”  r e s p o n d 
ed  H a z e l . “ O h , G a y , h o w  g r a t e f u l  w e  
m u s t  b e  to  h im  t h r o u g h  l i f e — g o o d , K ind  
n o b le  P e r c y  G r a n v i l le ,  th e  tr u e  fr ie n d  o f  
t h e  d e p e n d e n t  w o r k in g -g ir ls .”

G a y ’ s* fa c e , w h ic h  sh e  h id  q u ic k ly  in  
t h e  w h ite , r u f f le d  p i l lo w , f lu sh e d  b u r n in g  
b o t .

S h o u ld  sh e  t e l l  H a z e l  w h a t  h e  h a d  sa id  
t o  h e r  w h en  t h e y  sto o d  fa c e  t o  fa c e  w ith  
d e a th  to g e t h e r , a n d  t>he c o ld , d a r k  w a t e r  
e d d y in g  a r o u n d  t h e m ?

S h o u ld  s h e  t e l l  H a z e l th a t, h e  h a d  w h is 
p e re d  to  h e r  t h a t  h e  lo v e d  h e r — y e s , lo v e d  
t h e  l i t t l e  w o r k in g -g ir l  w h o  e a r n e d  h e r  
b r e a d  in  h is  u n c l e s  m i l l — t h e  m i l l  t h a t  
m i g h t  o n e  d a y  be h is  o w n ?

I t  is  h a r d  t o  t e l l  t h e  sw e e t lov e -se cT e ts  
© f a  g ir l is h  h e a r t  e v e n  t o  a  B y m p a th e :ic  
t e n d e r -h e a r te d  s is t e r  l ik e  H a z e l .  G a y  
w a n te d  so  m u ch  t o  t e l l  h e r , b u t  a  te n d e r  
b a s h fu ln e s s  s e a le d  h e r  r o s y  lip s .

H a n d s o m e  P e r c y  G r a n v i l le  h a d  b ee n  th e  
h e r o  w h o m  sh e  h a d  a lw a y s  w o r s h ip e d  fr o m  
a f a r  s in c e  fir s t  sh e  s a w  h im , a n d  c o u ld  
i t  r e a l ly  b e  p o s s ib le  t h a t  h e  c a r e d  fo r  
h e r ? # * *

T h e  P a s s a ic  m il ls  w o u ld  n o t  be  in  a  
e o n d iito n  t o  r e s u m e  w o r k  u n t il  t h e  fo llo w 
in g  M o n d a y  m o r n in g . H a z e l  w a s  t h a n k 
f u l  t o  h a v e  t h a t  m u c h  t im e  t o  d e v o te  to  
n u r s in g  h e r  s is t e r  b a c k  to  h e a lt h  a n d  
(Strength .

G a y  w a s  p o sse sse d  o f  y o u t h  a n d  w on - 
i e r f u l  v i l t a l i t y ,  a n d  d e s p ite  th e  sh o c k  a n d  
t h e  c h i l l ,  s h e  w a s  a lm o s t  a s  w e ll a s  e v e r  
w h e n  t h e  s u n lig h t  c r e p t  in to  t h e ir  l i t t le  
r o o m  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .

S h e  se e m e d  w o n d e r fu lly  h a p p y , t o o , 
H a z e l t h o u g h t  a s  sn e  w a tc h e d  h e r  w h ile  
t h e  b u s ie d  h e r s e lf  a b o u t  p r e p a r in g  th e ir  
f r u g a l  su p p e r .

H a z e l w a s  ju s t  a b o u t  la y i n g  t h e  sn o w y  
c lo th , w h e n  a  lo u d  k n o c k  u p o n  t h e  d o o r  
• ta r t le d  b o th .

I t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m il l -b o y e  b e a r in g  a  
b u g e  b o u q u e t .

“ P r o m  M r . G r a n v il le , w ith  h is  c o m p li
m e n t s , to  M iss  G a y ,”  h e  s a id , h a n d in g  i t  
to H a z e l.

S h e  w o n d e re d  w h y  G a y  H u s h e d  bo, a n d  
W h y  h e r  l i t t l e  h a n d s  t r e m b le d .

I f  G a y  h a d  m a d e  a  c o n fid a n te  o f  h e r  
• is te r , w h is p e r in g  to  h e r  o f  t h e  n ew  sw ee t  
d r e a m  o f  lo v e  t h a t  h a d  c r e p t  so  s u d d e n ly  
f n t o  h e r  g ir l i s h  h e a r t ,  i f  s h e  h a d  b u t  
t o ld  h e r , a  t e r r ib le  t r a g e d y  n e a r  a t  h a n d  
tro u ld  h a v e  b ee n  a v e r te d .

“ H o w  k in d  o f  M r . G r a n v il le  to  sen d  y o u  
t u e h  a  s u p e r b  b o u q u e t ,”  e x c la im e d  H a z e l, 
a d m i r i n g l y ; “ w h ite  r o s e -b u d s  a n d  fo r g e t -  
m e -n o t s ; o h , a r e n ’t  t h e y  f r a g r a n t .”

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  s o u n d  o f  c a r r ia g e  
w h e e ls  w a s  h e a r d  in  t h e  s t r e e t  b e lo w , 
• o m in g  to  a  fu l l  s to p  b e fo r e  t h e ir  h u m b le  
lo d g in g s . A  p r o u d , im p e r io u s  v o io e  w a s  
b e a r d  in q u ir in g  fo r  t h e  tw o  s i s t e r s ;  t h e re  
w a s  a  sw ish  o f  a  s i lk e n  s k ir t  o n  t h e  s t a ir 
w a y ,  fo llo w e d  b y  a  t a p  o n  t h e  d o o r .

H a z e l a n s w e r e d  t h e  s u m m o n s , b lu s h in g  
a n d  c o u r te s y  in g  in  c o n fu s io n , a s  sh e  saw  
t h a t  th e ir  v is it o r  w a s  M iss  S t . C la ir e , th e  
h e ir e s s — a  t a l l ,  h a n d s o m e  b lo n d e — w h o  
liv e d  in  th e  g r e a t  s to n e  h o u s e  o n  th e  h ill .

“ I  h a v e  c o m e  to  in q u ir e  a b o u t  y o u r  s is 
t e r ,”  sh e  s a id  in  a  v o ic e  t h a ;, h a d  a  
h a u g ih ty  r in g  in  it . “ M a y  I  b e  p e r m it te d  
to  c o m e  i n ? ”

“ C e r t a in ly ,”  r e p lie d  H a z e l ,  in  e m b a r 
r a s s m e n t ;  “ G a y  w ill be  p le a s e d  t h a t  y o u  
h a v e  t a k e n  su ch  a  k in d ly  in te r e s t  in  
h e r  r e c o v e ry — sh e  is fe e lin g  v e r y  w e ll  th is  
a ft e r n o o n , t h a n k  y o u .”

E v e ly n  S t . C la ir e  fo llo w e d  H a z e l in to  
t h e  iu n e r  a p a r t m e n t , t a k in g  in  e v e r y  
m in u t e  d e t a i l  o f  th o s e  p la in ly  iu r n is h e d  
r o o m s  g ir lis h  fin g e r s  h a d  so  t a s t e fu l ly  
d e c o r a te d . G a y  e a t  in  t h e  s u n s h in e  b y  
.l ie  w in u o w ; su e  tu r n e d  a n d  s t a r t e d  s l ig h t 
ly  a s  h e r  v is it o r  e n t e r e d , a n d  in  t h a t  m o 
m e n t  th e  e y e s  o f  th e s e  tw o  g ir l s — w h o se *  
p a t h s  w ere  to  c r o s s  s o  c r u e l ly , a n d  w h o  
w ere  to  be  su c h  b it t e r  fo e s  fo r  lo v e ’s  s a k e  
— m e t.

T h e  c o ld , s te e l -b lu e  e y e s  o f  th e  h a u g h t y  
h e ir e s s  g a z e d  in t e n t ly  in to  t h e  d a r k , v e l
v e ty  e y e s  o f  L it t le  G a y , a n d  th e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  f la sh e d  th r o u g h  h e r  m in d  a s  sh e  
c lin c h e d  h e r  je w e le d  h a n d s  t ig h t e r , w a s :  
“ H e a v e n !  t h is  g ir l  w h o m  P e r c y  G r a n v il le  
r is k e d  h is  l i f e  t o  s a v e , is  a s  g lo r io u s ly  
b e a u t i fu l  a s  a  d r e a m .”

A n d  a je a lo u s  p a in , s w i f t  a n d  s h a r p  as  
d e a th  i t s e lf  s h o ;  t h r o u g h  h e r  h e a r t .

*’I  a m  g la d  to  fin d  y o u  so  n e a r ly  r e c o v 
e r e d , M is s — M iss  E s te r b r o o k ,”  sh e  sa id  
c o ld ly , t a k in g  th e  s e a t  t h a t  h a d  been  
p la c e d  fo r  h e r , a n d  s h a k in g  o u t  h e r  v io le t  
s ilk e n  s k ir ts . “ Y o u  h a v e  h a d  q u it e  a  
n a r r o w  e s c a p e  fr o m  a  t e r r ib le  f a t e .”

I “ Y e s , M r . G r a n v i l le  sa v e d  m y  l i f e ,”  re - 
: sp o n d e d  G a y , h e r  c r im s o n  l ip s  q u iv e r in g ,  

“ a n d  I  s h a l l  b e  g r a t e f u l  t o  h im  a s  lo n g  
a s  I  l iv e .”

E v e ly n  S t . C la ir e ’ B fa c e  d a r k e n e d , th e n  
tu r n e d  a  s h a d e  p a le r .

“ Y o u  m u s t  n o t  e x p r e s s  y o u r  g r a t i t u d e  
to  M r . G r a n v i l le  in  t h a t  e a r n e s t  w a y ,”  
sh e  s a id  q u i c k ly ;  “ I  a m  s u r e  h e  w o u ld  
n o t  l ik e  i t  a t  a l l .  H e  fe e ls  t h a t  o n e  o u g h t  
n o t  t o  be  p r a is e d  fo r  p u r e ly  d o in g  o n e ’s 
d u t y — I  a d v is e  y o u  n o t  to  a n n o y  h im  w u h  

| su c h  p r o fu s e  t h a n k s .”
| G a y  c r im s o n e d  p a i n f u l ly .  M is s  S t.
\ C la ir e  n o tic e d  h e r  h e ig h te n e d  c o lo r — th e n  

h e r  c o ld  e y e s  fe l l  o n  th e  s u p e r b  b o u q u e t  
G a y  h e ld  in  h e r  h a n d .

A  s u d d e n  s u s p ic io n  s h o t  t h r o u g h  h e r  
h e a r t .

“ M r . G r a n v i l le  se n t  y o u  t h o s e ? ”  sh e  s a id  
in t e r r o g a t iv e ly .

“ Y e s ,”  fa lt e r e d  G a y , b lu s h in g  s t i l l  
r o s ie r , h e r  p r e c ty  d a r k  e y e s  d r a p i n g  
s h y ly .

“ I  r e q u e s te d  h im  to  d o  s o ,”  r e m a r k e d  
M iss  S t . C la ir e , w it h o u t  a  s in g le  q u iv e r  

I in  h e r  v o ic e  a t  t h e  a u d a c io u s  fa ls e h o o d  
s h e  w a s  t e l l i n g ;  “ y o u  m a y  t h a n k  m e  fo r  
t h e m , M is s — M is s  E s t e r b r o o k .”

« . F r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  w h ite  r o se -b u d s ,
| a n d  g o ld e n -h e a r t e d  fo r g e t -m e -n o ts , t h a t  

ha<l se e m e d  to  in fo ld  s u c h  s w e e t  m e s s a g e s  
in  th e ir  f r a g r a n t  p e t a ls ,  lo s t  a l l  c h a r m  
in  t h e  e y e s  o f  L i t t le  G a y .

| A  fe w  m o m e n ts  la t e r  E v e ly n  S t . C la ir e  
j to o k  h e r  le a v e . G a y  w a tc h e d  t h e  e le g a n t  
i -e q u ip a g e  o u t  o f  s ig h t .
j “ S h e  s e n t  m e  th o s e  flo w e rs , H a z e l ,”  sh e  

s a id , c a l l in g  h e r  s is t e r  fr o m  th e  o th e r  
r o o m ; “ i t  w a s  q u it e  a  m is t a k e  b e lie v in g  

. t h e y  w e re  fr o m  M r .— M r . G r a n v i l le .”
I “ N o  d o u b t ; s h e  is  h is  s w e e th e a r t ,1’ r e 

tu r n e d  H a z e l ;  “ I  h a v e  o f t e n  see n  th e m  
r id in g  to g e t h e r . D id  y o u  n o tic e  th e  b ig  
g l i t t e r in g  d ia m o n d  sh e  w o r e ?  M o r e  t h a n  
l ik e ly  i t ’ s a n  e n g a g e m e n t  r in g . S h e  is 
a n  h e ir e s s , a n d  l iv e s  in  th e  b ig  sto n e  
h o u s e  o n  th e  h i l l . O h , G a y , m y  d a r lin g ,  
h o w  I  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  Bee y o u  d r e sse d  lik e  
t h a t — y o u  w o u ld  lo o k  lik e  a  l i t t l e  q u e e n ,”  
sh e  w e n t o n  e n t h u s ia s t ic a l ly .

T h e n  sh e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  
r ig h t  to  p u t  lo n g in g  n o tio n s  fo r  s ilk s ,  
la c e s  a n d  je w e ls  in  t h e  r o m a n t ic  h e a d  o f  
L it t le  G a y , fo r  su ch  lu x u r ie s  w ere  n o t  fo r  
s t r u g g l in g  f a c t o r y  g ir ls ,  w ere  t h e y  e v e r  
so  lo v e ly .

T h e  f a i r  s u n li t  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  d a y  w a s  
lo s t  u p o n  E v e ly n  S t. C la ir  a s  sh e  b o w le d  
s w i f t l y  h o m e w a r d  in  h e r  n a t t y , p lu s h -  
lin e d  b a s k e t  p h a e to n . S h e  c o u ld  see  n o 
t h in g — th in k  o f  n o th in g  b u t  t h e  d a r k ,  
d im p le d , g y p s y is h  fa c e  o f  lo v e ly  L it t le  
G a y .

“ I — I — h a t e  h e r ! ”  sh e  c r ie d . “ S o m e t h in g  
t e l ls  m e  t h a t  g ir l  w ill  c o m e  b e tw e e n  m e  
a n d  m y  lo v e ,”  sh e  m u tt e r e d  h o a r s e ly . “ I f  
sh e  d o e s , le t  h e r  b e w a r e , fo r  a s  Bure a s  
fa t e  I — I — w o u ld  k i l l  h e r ! ”

T h e  n e x t  m o m e n t  sh e  la u g h e d  a  w ild , 
m ir t h le s s  la u g h  t h a t  s t a r t le d  th e  b ir d s  in  
t h e  g r e e n  le a f y  tre e s  a b o v e  h e r  h e a d .

“ W h y  s h o u ld  I ,  a n  h e ir e s s , f e a r  a  m is 
e r a b le  l i t t l e  fa c t o r y  g ir l  b e c a u se  sh e  h a s  
a  p r e t t y  f a c e ? ”  sh e  c r ie d  a lo u d . “ W h a t  
m a d n e s s  t o  im a g in e  e v e n  sh e  c o u ld  e v e r  
b e  a  r iv a l  o f  m i n e !  S h e  w o u ld  n o t d a re  
a s p ir e  t o  t h e  lo v e  o f  P e r c y  G r a n v i l le ,  even  
t h o u g h  h e  d id  s a v e  h e r  l i fe .  I — I  h a te  
h e r ! I  a lm o s t  w is h  sh e  h a d  d ie d  in  th e  
d a r k  w a te r s  t h a t  n ig h t .”

C H A P T E R  I I I .
A  w ee k  la t e r ,  l i fe  h a d  fa l le n  in to  t h e  

s a m e  o ld  r u t  a g a in  in  th e  P a s s a ic  C o tto n  
M ills . H a z e l a n d  G a y  w ere  o n c e  m o r e  a t  
t h e ir  lo o m s  in  th e  w e a v in g -r o o m .

E v e r y t h in g  w a s  p r o g r e s s in g  j u s t  a s  it  
waB b e fo r e  t h e  t h r i l l in g  e p iso d e  n a r r a t 
e d  in  o u r  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r  h a d  t r a n s p ir 
ed .

T h e r e  w a e , h o w e v e r , a  g r e a t  c h a n g e  in  
G a y  E s te r b r o o k . T h e  b e a u t i fu l  l i t t l e  
m a d c a p  o f  t h e  m i l l  w a s  n o t  so  h o>den - 
ie h , so  s a u c y , o r  so  m i r t h f u l ;  a n d , a s  th e  
h o u r s  o f  e a c h  d a y  r o lle d  o n , h e r  e y e s , 
w ith  a  s t r a n g e  l i g h t  in  t h e ir  d a r k  d e p th s , 
w o u ld  t u r n  t o w a r d  t h e  c o u n tin g -r o o m  
d o o r .

M o r e  t h a n  o n c e  h a n d s o m e  P e r c y  G r a n 
v ille  h a d  w a lk e d  h o m e  w ith  G a y  f r o m  th e  
m il l ,  a n d  so o n  t h e  fo r k e d  t o n g u e  o f  s c a n 
d a lm o n g e r s  b e g a n  to  w h isp e r  l ig h t l y  th e  
n a m e  o f  L i t t le  G a y .

“ O f  c o u r s e ” — t h e y  s a id  w ith  a  k n o w in g  
n o d — “ t h e  g ir l  o u g h t  to  k n o w  b e t te r  th,an  
to  e n o o u r a g e  h ie  a t t e n t io n s ”— h e  w ae so

f a r  a b o v s  h e r  t o c ia l ly ,  h e  h a d  n o  t h o u g h t
o f  m a r r i a g e ;  w h e n  it  c a m e  to  c h o o s in g  a  
w ife , h e  w o u ld  c e r t a in ly  n e v e r  t h in k  o f  
m a t in g  w ith  a  fa c t o r y  g ir l  t h o u g h  sh e  
w e re  b e a u t i f u l  a s  a n  h o u r i .

O n e  a ft e r n o o n  M is s  S t . C la ir e  h a d  m e t  
H a z e l g o in g  h o m e  a lo n e  fr o m  th e  m i l l ,  
a n d  to  h e r  sh e  r e p e a te d  t h e  s t o r y  sh e  
h e r s e lf  h a d  been  th e  m e a n s  o f  c ir c u la t in g  
— th e  s t o r y  w h ic h  s h e  s a id  t h e  p e o p le  w ere  
t e l l in g  o f  L it t le  G a y .

P o o r  H a z e l  w a s  h o rr ifie d — in d ig n a n t  —  
b o w e d  d o w n  w it h  t h e  b it t e r e s t  s h a m e .

“ I t  is , u n fo r t u n a t e , a  v e r y  n a t u r a l  t h in g  
o f  a  fr e e -a n d -e a s y  y o u n g  m a n  l ik e  M r . 
G r a n v i l le  to  a d m ir e  a  p r e t ty  f a c e ,”  M iss  
S t. C la ir e  w e n t  o n  g l ib ly ,  “ b u t  fo r  y o u r  
s i s t e r ’s  s a k e  a n d  y o u r  o w n , I  a d v is e  y o u  
t o  r e m o v e  h e r  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  y o u  c a n  fr o m  
h is  in flu e n c e , le s t  h e r  l i f e  b e  w re c k e d  
a n d  h e r  h e a r t  b r o k e n .”

“ I  h a v e  n o p la c e  t o  ta k e  h e r ,”  r e p lie d  
H a z e l, w e e p in g . “ W e  c o u ld  n o t  m a k e  a s  
m u c h  a n y w h e r e  a s  w e m a k e  a t  p ie c e -w o rk  
in  th e  P a s s a ic  M i l l s ;  b e s id e s , I  h a v e  n o  
m o n e y .”

‘ I i ^  sh o u ld  fu r n is h  y o u  w ith  th e  m o n e y  
r e q u ir e d , w o u ld  y o u  ta k e  h e r  so  fa r  a w a y  
t h a t  M r . G r a n v i l le  w o u ld  n e v e r  h e a r  o f  
h e r  m o re P ”  M is s  S t . C la ir e  a s k e d  q u ic k ly . 
“ R e m e m b e r  y o u r  s is t e r ’s  fu t u r e  iB a t  
s t a k e . I n  r e tu r n  fo r  m y  k in d n e s s  to  b e r , 
I  sh o u ld  e x a c t  a  s o le m n  p r o m is e  fr o m  
y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  no* c o r r e s p o n 
d e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e m ; t h e y  m u s t  b e  se v e r 
ed  a s  c o m p le t e ly — fo r e v e r — a s  t h o u g h  o r e  
o f  t h e m  w e re  in  t h e  g r a v e . D o  y o u  u n 
d e r s t a n d ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  m u r m u r e d  H a z e l ,  f a i n t ly .
“ I  w o u ld  a d v is e  y o u  t o  p la c e  h e r  in  a  

c o n v e n t ,”  c o n t in u e d  M iss  S t. C la ir e ;  “ e v e n  
w ere  h e  in c lin e d  to  a t t e m p t  t o  tr a c e  h e r  
h e  w o u ld  nev.er t h in k  o f  lo o k in g  fo r  h e r  
t h e r e ; th e  y o u n g  la d ie s  p la c e d  in  th o s e  
in s t i t u t io n s  a r e  s t r ic t ly  p r o h ib it e d  fr o m  
w r it in g  t o  o r  r e c e iv in g  le t t e r s  fr o m  a n y  
g e n t le m a n .

“ R e m e m b e r , y o u  m u s t  t a k e  h e r  a w a y  
f r o m  h e r e  s u d d e n ly , a n d  w it h o u t  w a r n in g ,
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so  s u d d e n ly  t h a t  sh e  w ill n o t  h a v e  t im e  
t o  a c q u a in t  M r . G r a n v i l le  o f  h e r  in te n d e d  
d e p a r tu r e  or, h e r  d e s t in a t io n . D o  y o u  
q u it e  u n d e r s t a n d ? ”  sh e  a s k e d  a g a in .

“ Y e s ,” , so b b e d  H a z e l ,  c o v e r in g  h e r  fa c e  
w ith  h e r  h a n d s . *

“ I  a m  P e r c y  G r a n v i l le ’ s  b e t r o th e d  
b r id e ,”  sh e  w e n t  o n , “ a n d  fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n
I  sh o u ld  b e  s o r r y  t o  se e  h a r m  b e f a l l  y o u r  
p r e t ty  s is te r  t h r o u g h  h i m .”

T h e  t e r r ib le  fa ls e h o o d  d id  n o t  b u r n  h e r  
lip s  a s  s h e  u tt e r e d  i t . W h a t  w e re  a  few  
sp o k e n  w o r d s  t o  t h e  d e s p e r a te , h a u g h t y  
h e ir e s s  w h e n  lo v e  a n d  h a p p in e s s  w ere  
w e ig h e d  in  th e  b a la n c e ?

I f  t h is  g i r l  H a z e l r e p e a te d  th e m  i t  w o u ld  
be e a s y  e n o u g h  t o  d e n y  i t ;  w h o  w o u ld  
c r e d it  th e  a s s e r t io n s  o f  a  w o r k in g -g ir l  
a g a in s t  h e r  w o r d ?

“ C o m e to  m y  h o u s e  to -m o r r o w  e v e n in g  
a n d  I  w ill g iv e  y o u  w h a t  m o n e y  y o u  w ill  
r e q u ir e  fo r  t h e  jo u r n e y ,”  s a id  M iss  S t . 
C la ir e .

P o o r  H a z e l w a s  p r o fu s e  in  h e r  t e a r f u l  
t h a n k s , a n d  G a y ’s c r u e l e n e m y , w h o  h a d  
so  d e lib e r a te ly  se t  a b o u t  w r e c k in g  tw o  
l iv e s  a n d  t h r u s t in g  t w o  h e a r ts  a s u n d e r ,  
w a s  g la d  to  b r e a k  a w a y  fr o m  H a z e l ’ s  
t h a n k s , sh e  w a s  b lu s h in g  s o  g u i l t i l y .

H a z e l w a lk e d  o n  t o  h e r  h u m b le  lo d g 
in g s  l ik e  o n e  d a ze d .

P e o p le  sp o k e  h a r s h  t h in g s  o f  L i t t le  G a y ,  
w h o  w a s  a s  te n d e r  a s  a  w h it e  d o v e , a n d  
a s  g u ile le s s  a s  o n e  o f  th e  w h ite  a n g e l i  
in  h e a v e n .

O h , h o w  d a r e d  t h e y  d o  i t !
Y e t  L it t le  G a y  m u s t  n e v e r  a g a in  oom e  

h o m e  w ith  M is s  S t . C la ir e ’ s  b e t r o th e d  
lo v e r .

Y e s , sh e  w o u ld  g o  t o -m o r r o w  n ig h t  a n d  
a c c e p t  t h e  m o n e y  to  t a k e  G a y  a w a y . S h e  
m u s t  d o  i t  fo r  G a y ’ s  s a k e !

H e r  s is te r  s h o u ld  n o t  k n o w  h e r  in te n 
t io n s  u n t i l  t h e y  w e re  s a fe  o n  so m e  o u t 
g o in g  t r a in , s p e e d in g  f a r  a w a y  fr o m  th e  
P a s s a ic  C o tto n  M ill ,  a n d  fr o m  h a n d s o m e  
P e r c y  G r a n v i l le  fo r e v e r .

S h e  g a in e d  h e r  lo d g in g B , a n d  h a d  s c a r c e 
l y  la id  a s id e  h e r  w r a p s  b e fo r e  G a v  b u r s t  
in to  th e  r o o m , h e r  fa c e  a ll  a g lo w  w ith  
e x c ite m e n t , h e r  p r e t ty  d im p le d  c h e e k s  
flu sh e d , h e r  re d  lip s  s m il in g  a n d  h e r  s p le n 
d id  d u sk y  e y e s  s h in in g  lik e  s t a r s .'

“ O h , H a z e l ! ”  s h e  e x c la im e d  b r e a th le s e -  
lv .  “ t h e r e ’ s g o in g  t o  b e  a  b a l l  a t  th e  
H ig h la n d  H o u se  t o -n ig h t , a n d  I ’m  in v it 
e d . D o n ’t  o b je c t ,  H a z e l, d e a r . I  h a v e  set  
m y  h e a r t  011 g o in g — y e s , I  m u s t  g o ;  I  h a v e  
n e v e r  b ee n  to  a  b a l l  in  a l l  m y  l i f e ,  y o u  
k n o w , a n d  I  a m  n e a r ly  s e v e n te e n  yearB  
o ld .”

H a z e l g a z e d  c a r e f u l ly  in to  t h e  b e a u t i fu l ,  
flu sh e d , d im p le d  fa c e .

“ W h o  in v ite d  y o u ? ”  sh e  a s k e d  u n e a s i ly .
“ P e r — M r . G r a n v i l le ,”  r e p lie d  G a y . b lu s h 

in g  fu r io u s ly  a s  s h e  c o r r e c te d  h e r s e l f ;  
“ h e ’s  o n  t h e  c o m m it te e . H e ’ s t o  c a ll  fo r  
m e  a t  h a l f -p a s t  e i g h t .”

“ Y o u  c a n n o t  g o ,”  s a id  H a z e l, s lo w ly ,  
s t r o k in g  t h e  b r o w n , c u r ly  h e a d .

G a y  s t a r te d  b a c k  in  b e w ild e r e d  diB- 
m a y ;  sh e  c o u ld  n e v e r  r e m e m b e r  a  t im e  
in  a l l  h e r  y o u n g  l i f e  t h a t  h e r  s e d a t e  s is 
t e r , w h o  w a s  m o r e  l ik e  a  m o t h e r  to  h e r ,  
h a d  d e lib e r a te ly  r e fu s e d  h e r  a n y t h in g .

“ B u t  I  h a v e  s e t  m y  h e a r t  o n  i t ,  H a z e l ,”  
sh e  c r ie d . “ I  w a n t  to  g o  to  a  r e a l  b a ll ,  
see l ig h t s  a n d  m u s io , a n d  e n jo y  m y s e l f  
ju s t  fo r  o n c e  in  m y  l i f e ,  a s  o t h e r  g ir ls  o f  
m y  a g e  d o . O h !  i t  w o u ld  l>e l ik e  a  
g lim p s e  o f  h e a v e n  to  p o o r  l i t t l e  m e .”

T h e  n e x t  m o m e n t  tw o  s o ft , w h ite  arm B  
s to le  c a r e s s in g ly  a n d  c o a x in g ly  a r o u n d  
H a z e l ’s  n e c k , a  s o f t  g lo w in g  c h e e k  w a s  
la i d  a g a in s t  h e r s , a n d  t w o  ir r e s is t ib le , 
d a r k , v e lv e t y  e y e s  w ere  lo o k in g  a p p e a l
in g ly  in to  h e r  o w n .

“ N o ,”  s a id  H a z e l, d e t e r m in e d ly , h a r d e n 
in g  h e r s e lf  to  t h e  t a s k ;  “ y o u  w o u ld  be  
o u t  o f  p la c e , m y  d a r lin g , a m o n g  th o s e  
fin e la d ie s , w h o  a r e  a l l  so  w e a lth y  a n d  
so  h a u g h t y  in  t h e ir  B atin s a n d  je w e ls .”

G a y  th r e w  h e r  h e a d  b a c k  w L h  a  m e r r y  
r ip p l in g  la u g h , h e r  r o g u is h  e y e s  d a n c in g .

“ I  k n e w  y o u  w o u ld  s a y  t h a t ,  H a z e l, so  
lo o k  h e r e :  I  w a s  t e l l in g  o n e  o f  t h e  girlB  
t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  g o , fo r  I  h a d  n o th in g  fit  
t o  w e a r ; m y  o ld  w h ite  m u ll  dreBS w a s  to o  
b a d ly  p a tc h e d  a n d  d a r n e d , a n d — w a s n ’t  
sh e  v e r y , v e r y  g o o d , H a z e l? — sh e  w as  
k in d  e n o u g h  t o  lo a n  m e  o n e  sh e  w o re  la s t  
s u m m e r . I  b r o u g h t  i t  h o m e  w ith  m e , a n d  
i t ’ s a  p e r fe c t  b e a u ty . I  tr ie d  i t  o n , a n d  
i t  lo o k s  ju s t  lo v e ly  o n  m e , a n d  fits  m e  
p e r fe c t ly  b y  t a k in g  i t  in  a  l i t t l e  a t  t h e  
n e c k , a u d  g a t h e r in g  it  a  l i t t l e  t ig h t e r  a t  
t h e  b e lt .”  ,

it

T ak e A H andful 01
“ St. Lawrence”  Sugar 
Oat To Tbe Store Door

— ou t where the lig h t can 
fa ll on i t — and see the  
brill iant, d iamond -  like  
sparkle the pure w hite  
color, o f every grain.

T h a t ’s the way to test 
any sugar —  th a t’s the  
w ay we hope you  w ill test

Comnnrp if With ,Lny ° ther suSar—"compare its pure, white  
sparkle— its even grain— its m atchlesssw eetness.

Better still, get a 20 pound or 100 pound bug at your grocer's 
test “ S t. Law rence Sugar”  in you r hom e.

S T . L A W R E N C E  S U G A R  R E F I N E R I E S  L I M I T E D . MONTREAL.
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A n d  in  a  g lo w  o f  t r iu m p h  s h e  flew  to  
th e '^ o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  r o o m , a n d  in  a n  
o t h e r  m o m e n t  w a s  B ta n d in g  b e fo r e  H a z e l, 
la u g h in g ly  s h a k in g  o u t  t h e  g lo w in g  fo ld s  
o f  a  r o s e -p in k  t a r la t a n  d r^ra . w ith  s t r e a m 
in g  p in k  s a t in  r ib b o n s .

' N o w  y o u  w o n 't  s a y  'n o ,' y o u  d e a r  o ld  
H a z e l ? "  sh e  c r ie d , la y i n g  h e r  c u r ly  h ead  
c o a x in g ly  o n  H a z e l 's  k n e e .

B u t  fo r  o n c e  in  h e r  l i fe  H a z e l w a s  firm  
— L it t le  O a y 'e  p le a d in g s  w e re  a l l  in  v a in .

" W r i t e  to  M r . G r a n v i l le  a  s h o r t ,  p o lite  
n o te , a n d  se n d  i t  t o  h im  a t  o n c e , t e l l in g  
h im  y o u  c a n n o t  g o , o r  I  s h a ll  be  o b lig e d  
t o  c a ll  u p o n  h im  w ith  t h a t  v e r b a l  m e s 
s a g e , "  sh e  sa id .

A t  la s t  t h e  l i t t l e  t e a r -b lo t t e d  n o te  w a s  
w r itt e n , a n d  H a z e l h e r s e lf  w e n t  to  d e liv e r  
i t ,  le a v in g  p o o r  w re tc h e d  G a y  d ro w n e d  in  
t e a r s  a u d  c o b b in g  ae  t h o u g h  h e r  h e a r t  
w a s  b r e a k in g .

H o w  c r u e l i t  w a s  to  bo  k e p t  fr o m  th e  
g r a n d  b a l l— a n d  a  b a ll  w a s  a  g r e a t  e v e n t  
in  t h e  l i f e  o f  G a y  E ste r b r o o k .

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

Different Now.
“ Father, did  m other accept you 

the first tim e you  prop osed  to  her V ’ 
“ Yes, my dear, but since then 

any proposa l that I  have ever made 
she has scornfu lly  re je cted .”

The average g irl is m ightv ca re 
less to  d rop  her hints carelessly.

The chap who taken thir-gs aa 
they cam e d oesn ’ t  g et as many as 
the o th er fellow .

O f the 17,000 od d  m iles o f  rail
w ays in the C om m onw ealth o f  A u
stralia over 15,000 are  ow ned by 
the G overnm ent.

Sir W alter R aleigh , who, in  1584, 
first in trodu ced  the p otato  in to  Ire 
land, was beheaded on  O ctober 
29th, 1618.

W hen a man buys a new hat he 
wants on e som ewhat like the on e he 
had before— but i t ’ s d ifferent with 
a woman.

“ W hat caused the coolness b e 
tween you  and that youn g  d o c to r?  
I  thought you  w ere e n ga ged .”  
“ H is w riting is rather illegib le . He 
sent me a note calling  io r  10,000 
k isses.”  “ W e ll? ”  “ I  thought it 
was a prescrip tion , and -kook it  to  
be  filled .”

Did you ever get
5 0  cents a pound live weight
for y our c a ttle ?

I ,  A ST  Y E A R  at the Toronto Fat Stock 
Show at the Union Stock Yards, Toronto, 
James Leask, o f  Greenbank, Ont., won the 
Grand Prize with a fine steer that was after 
wards sold for 50 cents a pound live weight.

And all the other stock shown:—cattle, 
sheep and hogs— brought fancy prices at the 
sale, on second day o f Show.

W hy not send in some of your own 
finished stock this year?

Even if you don’t win a prize you ean 
have it sold with the Prize Winners, as 
Butchers and Packers from all over Canada 
will be there to pay fancy prices for Christ
mas Stock.

Single passenger fares on all Rail roads.

Come and see Canada’s Best in Lire 
Stock at the

3 r d  ANNUAL TORONTO  
_  FAT STOCK SHOW

Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 10th and Uth, 1912

U N IO N  S T O C K  Y A R D S
T O R O N T O

E X E C U T IV E  COM M ITTEE
Robert Miller, J. H. Ashcraft, Jr.,

Martin Gardhouse, Prof. G. E. Bay.

Entries Close November 30th, 1912

Prize Lists, Entry Blanks, and other information from 
C F. TOPPING, secretary, UNION STOCK YARDS,

P. 0 .  BOX 685. W EST TORONTO, ONTARIO

$


