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T h e  H u m a n  F o u r
A  C l e v e r  D e t e c t i v e  S t o r y

(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  la s t  w ee k .)

H e  s w u n g  r o u n d  a n d  s tro d e  a c r o s s  th e  
r o o m . W it h o u t  a b a c k w a r d  g la n c e  h e  
o p e n e d  a n d  c lo s e d  th e  d o o r  b e h in d  h im .  
T h e y  h e a r d  h is  fo o t s te p s  a s  h e  r a n  l ig h t 
l y  d o w n  th e  s to n e  s t a ir s .  P r y d e  croBsed  
t h e  r o o m  to  w h e re  t h e  g ir l  w a s  e io tin g . 
T h e  te le p h o n e  b e ll  w a s  r in g in g  s o f t ly  o n  
Jier d e sk . S h e  t o o k  u p  t h e  r e c e iv e r  in  h e r  
l e f t  h a n d  a n d  h e ld  i t  t o  h e r  e a r . H e r  
r i g h t  h a n d  s t i l l  c la s p e d  th e  h a n d le  o f  th e  
p is to l .

“ A r e  y o u  t h e r e ? ”  sh e  s a id . “ Y e s , y o u  
c a n  h a v e  t h e  fir s t  fo l io  a t  o n c e . I  b e lie v e  
t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  w ill c o m e  la t e r .  Good* 
b y e ! ”

S h e  r e p la c e d  t h e  r e c e iv e r  a n d  tu r n e d  
r o u n d  t o  P r y d e  w ith  a  c u r io u s  expreBBion  
In  h e r  fa c e  

“ S h a ll  I  fo llo w  h i m ? ”  h e  a s k e d  q u ic k ly .  
" H e  m u e t  be  o n e  o f  th e  g a n g .”

S h e  sh o o k  h e r  h e a d . “ I t  is  n o t  n e c e s 
s a r y . H e  w ill  be  a r r e s te d  w it h in  a  few  
m o m e n ts , o r  ae  soon  a s  h e  is  s a fe ly  o u t  o f  
s ig h t  o f  t h is  b u i ld in g .”

P r y d e  g a s p e d . H e  g la n c e d  t o w a r d  th e  
t e le p h o n e ; sh e  n o d d e d .

“ O h , I  a m  n o t  q u it e  m a d ! ”  sh e  a s s u re d  
h im . “ N o r  a r e  w e e it h e r  o f  u s  r u n n in g  
s u c h  a  t e r r ib le  r is k  a s  y o u  t h in k . M y  
t e le p h o n in g  w a s  a  c o d e , o f  c o u r s e .”  . 

“ T o  t h e  p o lic e ? ”
“ T o  th e  p o lic e ,”  sh e  a d m it te d  c a lm ly .  

**The m a n  w h o  p u t  t h a t  im a g e  in to  y o u r  
p o c k e t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  H u m a n  P o u r , w ith 
o u t  a  d o u b t . T h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  j u s t  le f t  
u s  w a s  a n o th e r . F o r  h im , to o , i t  is  o v e r .  
(There a r e  t w o  m o r e . T h e  m a n  w h o  w ill  
b e  a r r e s t e d  b e lo w  w ill  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  tiieitt. 
T h e y  w ill  t h in k  t h a t  h e  h a s  m a d e  o ff  w ith  
t h e  id o l. T h e n  I  t h in k  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e m  
w ill  c o m e  h e r e  t o  m a k e  s u r e . T h e  
o t h e r — ”

“ W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r ? ”  P r y d e  d e
m a n d e d .

Sh e sh o o k  h e r  h e a d . “ I  d o  n o t  k n o w ,”  
a h e  s a id  q u ie t ly . “ H e  is  t h e  m a n  w h o m  
t h e y  c a ll  th e  p r o fe s s o r , t h e  m a n  w h o  ha B  
d o n e  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  k i l l in g ,  t h e  m a n  w h o m  
t h e  p o lic e  a r e  w ild  t o  g e t  h o ld  o f .  I  do  
n o t  th in k  t h a t  h e  w ill  c o m e  a t  a l l . ”  

P r y d e  w a s  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  b e w ild e r e d .
“ A r e  t h e r e  a n y  m o r e  q u e s t io n s  w o u  w ish  

t o  a s k  m e ? ”  sh e  in q u ir e d .
“ I  t h o u g h t ,”  h e  s a id , “ t h a t  y o u  w ere  

s im p ly  lo o k in g  o u t  fo r  a d v e n tu r e s  o n  y o u r  
o w n  a c c o u n t , t h e  s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  w h o  lik e d  
t o  h e lp  w o m e n  o u t  o f  s m a l l  t r o u b le s . In  
a n y  c a s e , I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  y o u  a o te d  in d e 
p e n d e n t ly .”

“ I  s t a r t e d  l ik e  t h a t ,”  B h e  t o ld  h jm .  
"T h e n  I  c a m e  t o  b e  u s e fu l  t o  t h e  p o lic e . 
T h e r e  a r e  so m e  o f  th o s e  in  a u t h o r it y  w h o  
h a v e  c o n fid e n ce  in  m e . I  h a v e  b e e n  c o n 
c e rn e d  in  o n e  o r  tw o  im p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s .  
I  h a d  n o t  m e a n t  to  t e ll  y o u  so  m u c h  ju s t  
y e t , b u t  it  is  y o u  w h o  h a v e  s t u m b le d  in to  
t h is  a f fa ir  t o -d a y , s o  w e m o v e  fo r w a r d  a  
l i t t l e  m o r e  r a p id ly  t h a n  I  h a d  t h o u g h t . I  
h a v e  a  p r iv a te  w ire  f r o m  h e r e  t o  a  c e r t a in
eo lic e  s t a t io n , a n d  a  p r iv a t e  c o d e . I  

a ve a ls o  a n  a la r m  b e ll  u n d e r  m y  fo o t  
w h ic h  r in g s  in to  a  s in g le  r o o m  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d  flo o r , w h e re  th e  m e n  a r e  w a it in g  
w h o  w ill  fo llo w  o u r  l a s t  v is i t o r . I  c a n  
s u m m o n  h e lp  b y  m e a n s  o f  i t , i f  n e c e s 
s a r y . Y o u  s e e , I  a m  n o t  so  f o o lh a r d y  a s  
y o u  t h o u g h t . A l l  t h e  s a m e , I  a m  g la d  
t h a t  y o u  w ere  n o t  a f r a i d .”

H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  in  w o n d e r . H e r  t o n e  
h a d  b e e n  p e r fe c t ly  m a t t e r -o f -fa c t .  S h e  
h a d  t a k e n  h im  in to  h e r  c o n fid e n ce  v e r y  
m u c h  a s  sh e  m ig h t  h a v e  c o n fe s s e d  to  a  
se c r e t  l ik in g  fo r  g o l f ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  w h o lly  
h a r m le s s  p u r s u it . A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  sh e  
w a s  in s p e c t in g  t h e  m e c h a n is m  o f  t h e  p is 
t o l  w h ic h  sh e  h a d  t a k e n  fr o m  t h e ir  v is i 
t o r ’s p o c k e t. H e r  fa c e  w a s  e x a o t ly  lik e  
t h e  fa c e  o f  a  c h ild  e x a m in in g  w ith  
p le a s e d  in te r e s t  a  n ew  t o y .

“ D o  y o u  se e  w h a t  a  b e a u t i fu l  p ie c e  o f  
w o rk  t h is  i s ? ”  sh e  e x c la im e d , w ith  th e  
e n t h u s ia s m  o f  a  c r i t ic .  “ I  h a v e  o th e r s  
h e r e , b u t  n o th in g  so  p e r fe c t ly  f in is h e d .”  

S h e  o p e n e d  a  d r a w e r  o n  h e r  r ig h t .  
T h e r e  w e re  fo u r  p is to ls  t h e r e  a n d  a n  o p e n  
b o x  o f  c a r tr id g e s . S h e  s lip p e d  h e r  la t e s t  
a c q u is i t io n  in  b y  th e ir  s id e .

“ I  a lw a y s  h a v e  th e s e  w h e re  m y  fin g e r s  
c a n  r e a c h  th e m  in  a  m o m e n t ,”  s h e  e x 
p la in e d , “ a lt h o u g h  I  h a v e  n e v e r  u s e d  o n e  
In  m y  l i fe .  I t  is  n o t  a  w o m a n ’s p la c e  t»o 
fig h t . T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a n d  m o r e  d e li
c a t e  m e t h o d s .”

H e  sh iv e r e d . H e r  fa c e , fo r  a  m o m e n t ,  
h a d  b e e n  p o s it iv e ly  c r u e l .

“ I  t h in k , sh e  c o n t in u e d , “ t h a t  y o u  h a d  
b e t t e r  sp e n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  d a y  w ith  m e .  
I t  m a y  b e  in te r e s t in g . O n ly  I  a m  a fr a id  
t h a t  y o u  w ill n o t  b e  a b le  to  g o  a s  fa r ,  
e v e n , ae  t h e  C a fe  de L u g a n o  fo r  lu n c h e o n .  
D o n ’ t  y o u  t h in k  t h a t  y o u  h a d  b e t te r  g e t  
so m e  c ig a r e t te s , a n d  a  b o o k  if  y o u  w a n t  
o n e , fr o m  y o u r  r o o m s , a n d  o r d e r  so m e  
lu n c h e o n  to  b e  s e n t  in  h e r e  f r o m  s o m e 
w h e r e ? ”

P r y d e  w a s  fe e lin g  a  l i t t l e  l ik e  a  m a n  in  
a  d r ^ a m . H e  g la n c e d  a t  h is  w a t c h ;  i t  w a s  
p a s t  o n e  o 'c lo c k .

“ Y e s , I  w ill  do t h a t ,”  h e  a s s e n te d . “ I  
w o n d e r , t h o u g h , i f  i t  is  s a f e  t o  le a v e  
y o u P ”

“ Q u it e ,”  sh e  a s s u r e d  h im . “ T h e y  w ill  
w a it  fo r  so m e  t im e , a t  a n y  r a t e , fo r  th e ir  
fr ie n d  w h o h a s  ju s t  l e f t  u s , t o  r e t u r n .  
W h e n  t h e y  fin d  t h a t  h e  d o es n o t , t h e y  
w ill  b e  s u s p ic io u s , b u t  i t  is  m y  b e lie f  t h a t  
t h e y  w ill  r is k  e v e r y t h in g  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  
t h a t  l i t t l e  im a g e .”

H e  tu r n e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  it . A g a in  th e  
s a m e  u n e a s y  f a s c in a t io n  p o sse sse d  h im .  
H e  s tr e tc h e d  o u t  h is  h a n d , b u t  sh e  s t o p 
p e d  h im .

“ L e t  it  a lo n e ,”  sh e  b e g g e d . “ I  b e lie v e  
I  a m  s u p e r s t it io u s  a b o u t  it  m y s e l f .  W h e n  
y o u  c o m e  b a c k , w e w ill  e x a m in e  i t  to 
g e th e r . S o m e h o w , I  c a n ’ t  h e lp  fa n c y in g  
t h a t  it  m e a n s  s o m e th in g  m o r e  t o  th e se

"MY STOMACH IS FINE
Since Taking Na-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets”

Mrs. J. Merkliuger, Waterloo, Ont., 
enthusiastically recommends Na-Dru-Co 
Dyspepsia Tablets. Her experience with 
them, as she outlines it, explains why.

“ I was greatly troubled with my 
•tomach” , she writes. “ I had taken so 
much medicine that I might say to take 
any more would only be making it 
worse. My stomach just felt raw. I 
read of Na-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets, 
and a lady friend told me they were 
very easy to take, so I thought I would 
give them a trial and really they worked 
wonders. Anyone having anything 
wrong with his stomach should give 
Na-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets a trial, 
they will do the rest. My stomach is 
fine now and I can eat any food.**

One of the many good features of 
Wa-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets is that 
they are so pleasant and easy to take. 
The relief tney give from heartburn, 
flatulence, biliousness and dyspepsia ia 
prompt and permanent Try one after 
each meal—they’ll make you feel like 
a new person.

50c. a box at youi druggist’s com
pounded by the National Drag and 
Chemical Co. of Canada, Limited, 
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m e n  t h a n  a s  y e t  w e h a v e  r i g h t ly  u n d e r 
s t o o d .”

I t  w a s  n e a r ly  five  o ’c lo c k  b e fo r e  t h e ir  
se c o n d  v is it o r  a r r iv e d . G r a c e  a n d  h e r  
p a r tn e r  w e re  h a v in g  t e a  t o g e t h e r  w h e n  
t h e y  h e a r d  a  s h a r p  a n d  s o m e w h a t  in s is t 
e n t  k n o c k in g  u p o n  t h e  d o o r , fo llo w e d , b y  
th e  r in g in g  o f  t h e  b e ll .  G r a c e  r o s e  a t  
o n c e  a n d  g lid e d  in to  h e r  p la c e  b e fo r e  th e  
t y p e w r i t e r .A P r y d e  w a lk e d  to  t h e  d o o r  a n d  
th r e w  i t  o p e n . A  v e r v  r e s p le n d e n t  p e r so n  
sto o d  t h e re , s le e k , b la c k  h a ir e d , d re sse d  
in  t h e  h e ig h t  o f  fa s h io n , S e m it ic . H e  
s to o d  u p o n  t h e  t h r e s h o ld  a n d  s m ile d  a t  
th e m  r e a s s u r in g l y ;  t h e y  w ere  n o t  t o  be  
o v e rc o m e  I

“ M y  n a m e ,”  h e  a n n o u n c e d , r e m o v in g  h is  
e h in y  s ilk  h a t ,  “ i t h  N a t h a n — M r . R ic h a r d  
N a t h a n . I  c a lle d , w ith  y o u r  p e r m is s io n ,  
to  m a k e  a  fe w  e n q u ir e th . ’

“ C o m e  in , M r . N a t h a n ,”  P r y d e  r e p lie d  
q u ie t ly . “ M y  n a m e  is  P r y d e . I s  i t  I  
w h o m  y o u  w a n t  to  Bee?”

T h e  m a n ’ s e y e s  w ere  e v e r y w h e r e . S u d 
d e n ly  h e  sa w  w h a t  h e  s o u g h t . T h e  Bm ile  
fa d e d  fr o m  h is  t h ic k  l ip s , t h e  o i ly  s u a v e 
n e ss  le f t  h im . H e  s t a r e d  a t  t h e  im a g e  
u p o n  t h e  t a b le . T h e  h a n d  w h ic h  h e ld  h is  
h a t  sh o o k . H e  w a s , w it h o u t  d o u b t , a g i 
ta te d .

“ I t  i t h  y o u  I  w a n t  t o  t a lk  t o , m y  d e a r  
M it h e r  P r y d e ,”  h e  b e g a n . “ J u s t  a  few  
w o rd s , m o s t  im p o r t a n t  b ith n e th — m o s t  im 
p o r t a n t  in d e e d ; g o o d  b it h n e t h  f o r 'y o u . ”  

“ R e a l l y ? ”  P r y d e  r e m a r k e d  p o li t e ly .  
“ W h o  ith  t h e  y o u n g  l a d y ? ”  th e - n ew 

c o m e r  d e m a n d e d . “ In tr o d u th e  m e , i f  y o u  
p le a s e .”

“ T h is  is  M is s  G r a c e  B u r t o n , w h o  is  g o o d  
e n o u g h  t o  d o  s o m e  t y p e w r it in g  fo r  m e ,”  
P r y d e  e x p la in e d . “ T h e s e  a r e  r e a l ly  h e r  
r o o m s , a n d  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  i t  is  t h a t  
y o u  s h o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  t o  lo o k  fo r  m e  
h e r e .”

“ N e v e r  m in d  t h a t ,”  M r . N a t h a n  d e 
c la r e d  im p r e s s iv e ly . “ N e v e r  in in d  t h a t .  
I  h a v e  c o m e  to  d o  y o u  a  g o o d  t u r n . I  
h a v e  c o m e  o n  a  m a t t e r  o f  m o t h  im p o r t a n t  
b it h n e t h .”

“ W o u ld  y o u  l ik e  m e  t o  g o  a w a y ? ”  G r a c e  
a s k e d .

M r . N a t h a n  n o d d e d  h is  h e a d  w ith  s a t i s 
fa c t io n . “ I t  w i l l  b e  a  s h a m e  t o  lo th e  
y o u , m y  d e a r ,”  h e  s a id , “ b u t  t h e  b ith n e th  
i t h  o f  a  p r iv a te  n a t u r e .”

“ P r a y  d o  n o t  m o v e , M is s  B u r t o n ,”  P r y d e  
in te rv e n e d . “ I  c a n  h a v e  n o  b u s in e s s  w ith  
a  p e r fe c t  s t r a n g e r  w h ic h  is  o f  a n y  g r e a t  
im p o r t a n c e  so  f a r  a s  I  a m  c o n c e r n e d . Y o u  
c a n  s a y  a n y t h in g  y o u  l ik e  t o  m e  beforfc  
M iss  B u r t o n ,”  h e  w e n t  o n , “ a n d  t h e  so o n 
e r  y o u  t e l l  m e  e x a c t ly  w h a t  i t  is  t h a t  
h a s  b r o u g h t  y o u  h e r e  t h e  b e t te r  I  s h a l l  
be p le a s e d .”

M r . N a t h a n  p o in t e d  w ith  t h e  s h in in g  
k n o b  o f  h is  s t ic k  t o w a r d  t h e  id o l. T h e  
k n o b  q u iv e r e d  a  l i t t l e  in  t h e  a ir .

“ V e r y  w e ll , t h e n ,”  h e  s a id . “ J u s t  a s  y o u  
p le a th e . W h e r e  d id  y o u  g e t  t h a t ? ”  

P r y d e , t o o , g la n c e d  t o w a r d  t h e  im a g e .  
W a s  it  h is  f a n c y , o r  w a s  t h e r e  in d e e d , a t  
t h a t  m o m e n t , a  re d  a n d  t h r e a t e n in g  l ig h t  
in  t h e  d e e p -se t  e y e s ?

“ T h a t ,”  P r y d e  a n s w e r e d , “ is  n o t  m in e .  
I  a m  k e e p in g  it  in  t r u s t .”

M r . N a t h a n  h e ld  o u t  h is  h a n d . “ S h a k e  
h a n d s , s i r ,”  h e  in s is te d . “ Y o u  a r e  a n  h o n 
e s t  y o u n g  m a n . Y o u  s h a l l  n o t  lo s e  b y  
i t . L is t e n . I  a m  th e  o w n e r  o f  t h a t  l i t u e  
c u r io .”

“ I n d e e d !”  P r y d e  r e p lie d  d r y ly .
“ T e ll  m e  a t  o n c e ,”  M r . N a t h a n  b e g g e d ,  

“ w h y  d o  y o u  lo o k  a t  m e  t h o  d o u b t fu l ly ?  
H a t h  a n y o n e  e l th e  b ee n  h e r e  to  c la im  i t ? ”  

“ T h e r e  w a s  a  m a n  v a m e  in ,”  P r y d e  a d 
m it te d , “ o n ly  a  fe w  h o u r s  a g o , w h o  s a id  
v e r y  m u c h  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s a y in g . H e  c o u ld  
n o t  p ro v e  h is  o w n e r s h ip , h o w e v e r , a n d  h e  
R rew  r a t h e r  o ffe n s iv e . I n  t h e  e n d  w e w ere  
o b lig e d  to  g e t  r id  o f  h im  h u r r ie d ly .”

T h e  fa c e  o f  M r . R ic h a r d  N a t h a n  b e c a m e  
a  s t u d y . H e  w a s  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  s u s 
p ic io u s , a la r m e d , a n d  s u rp r is e d .

“ W e n t  a w a y  w ith o u t  i t ,”  h e  r e p e a te d ,  
h a l f  to  h im s e lf .  “ G a m e  h e r e  a n d  w e n t  
a w a y  w it h o u t  i t i  Y o u  a r e  su re  h e  th a w  
i t ? ”

“ O h ! t h e  p e r s o n  I  a m  s p e a k in g  o f  sa w  
i t  a l l  r i g h t ,”  P r y d e  d e c la r e d . “ I  d o n ’ t  
see w h a t  t h a t  h a s  t o  do w ith  i t . N o w , 
p le a s e , g e t  o n  w ith  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  to  
s a y .”

M r . N a t h a n  n o d d e d . A  p o s s ib le  e x p la n a 
t io n  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  i t s e l f  t o  h im . H e  k e p t  
e d g in g  a  l i t t l e  n e a r e r  to  t h e  id o l.

“ I  s h o u ld  lik e  to  e g t h a m in  t h e  im a g e  
fo r  a  fe w  m in u t e s , j u t h  to  b e  su re  t h a t  it  
i t h  m in e ,”  M r . N a t h a n  s a id . “ T h e r e  a r e  
th o  m a n y  im it a t io n t h  a b o u t .”

P r y d e  to o k  i t  u p  a n d  p la c e d  i t  in  h is  
v is i t o r ’ s  h a n d s . F o r  a  s in g le  se c o n d  M r. 
N a t h a n  lo o k e d  l ik e  m a k in g  a  b o lt . G r a c e  
h a d  o p e n e d  th e  d r a w e r  o n  h e r  r ig h t -h a n d  
s id e , a n d  P r y d e  w a s  s t a n d in g  o n  t h e  
a le r t . M r . N a t h a n  g la n c e d  fr o m  o n e  to  
t h e  o t h e r  a n d  s ig h e d . W i t h  o b v io u s  r e 
lu c t a n c e  h e  s e t  t h e  id o l d o w n .

“ U g l y  t h in g , i t h n ’t  i t ? ”  h e  r e m a r k e d .  
“ S h o c k in g !  P r y d e  a g r e e d .
“ D e a r  m e !  D e a r  m e ! ”  M r . N a t h a n  w e n t  

o n . “ A n d  t h is  p e r s o n  w h o  w a t h  h e r  b e 
fo r e  m e , t h a w  t h is  l i t t l e  im a g e , t o o ;  b u t  
y o u  w e re  n o t  a b le  t o  c o m e  t o  t e r m t h , t h o  
h e  w e n t a w a y  a n d  le f t  i t , e h ? ”  

“ P r e c is e ly ,”  P r y d e  a s s e n te d  q u ie t ly .  
“ J u s t  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  w ith in  a  few  
m in u t e s  y o u , a ls o , w ill , I  fe a r , h a v e  to  
t e a r  y o u r s e l f  a w a y  a n d  le a v e  th e  id o l  
h e r e .”

N a t h a n  o p e n e d  h is  l ip s  a n d  c lo se d  th e m  
a g a in . H e  lo o k e d  a t  P r y d e , a n d  h e  lo o k e d  
a t  G r a c e . T h e n  h e  se t  d o w n  h is  h a t  a n d  
c a n e  o n  a  c h a ir .  "L o o k  h e r e ,”  h e  s a id ,  
“ F o r  a ll  o u r  t h a k e s  I  w ill n o t  w a th e  t im e .  
I  h a v e  c o m e  h e r e  fo r  t h is  id o l. W h a t  ith  
i t  w o rth  to  y o u ? ”

P r y d e  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s . H e  to o k  
th e  im a g e  in to  h is  fin g e r s  a n d  h e ld  i t  o u t  
a t  a r m ’s  le n g t h . “ I t  i s n 't  m u c h  to  lo o k  
a t ,”  h e  r e m a r k e d  t h o u g h t f u l l y .

“ I t  i t h n ’ t  m u c h  to  lo o k  a t ,”  M r . N a 
t h a n  a g r e e d , “ a n d  y o u  k n o w  v e r y  w ell  
t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  t o  it  a t  a l l .  I t  w a s  
t h r u t h t  in to  y o u r  p o s s e s s io n  b y  a  m a n  in  
h is  l a t h t  m o m e n th . H e  w a s  h a l f  b lin d e d , 
a n d  h e  m it h t o o k  y o u  fo r  o n e  o f  u t h .”  

P r y d e  n o d d e d . “ T h a t  is  e x a c t ly  t h e  
p o s it io n .”

“ Y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  t h o m e t h in g  b y  th e  
m i th  t a k e ,”  M r . N a t h a n  c o n t in u e d . “ I t  
i t h  n a t u r a l .  I  w ill n o t  b e a t  a b o u t  th e  
b u th . I  w ill  n o t  t e l l  y o u  a n y  l ie t h . I  a m  
n o t  a  c u r io -d e a le r . T h a t  id o l rep reB e n th  
m o r e  to  m e  t h a n  t o  a n y o n e  e ls e  in  li fe .  
I  w a n t  it . I  m u th  h a v e  it . I t  ith  in  y o u r  
p o sse ss io n  b y  c h a n  t h e — a n  e v il  c h a n  t h e  fo r  
m e . V e r y  w e ll, I  w ill p a y . L o o k  h e r e .”  

H e  t o r e  h is  c o a t  o p e n  a n d  d rew  o u t  a 
th ic k  b u n d le  o f  b a n k -n o t e s . H e  th r e w  
th e m  u p o n  t h e  t a b le .

“ C o u n t  t h e m !  C o u n t  t h e m !”  h e  c r ie d . 
“ I  a m  t r e a t in g  y o u  l ik e  a  p r in th e . 
T h e r e ’t h  e ig h t  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  t h e r e  o f  
th e  b e th t .. C o u n t t h e m !  T h a t  o u g h t  to  
p a y  y o u , o u g h t n ’t  i t ?  E ig h t  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d th  fo r  a  c o p p e r  id o l. G o o d  G o d !”  

P r y d e ’ s  g r ip  u p o n  t h e  im a g e  in  h is  h a n d  
h a d  p e r h a p s  c h a n g e d  a  l i t t l e .  H is  fo r e 
f in g e r  h a d  p r e sse d  m o r e  t ig h t ly  u p o n  a  
p r o je c t io n  o f  t h e  b a -ckb on e. T h e  h e a d  
flew  s h a r p ly  b a c k . P r y d e  s t a r t e d , lo w e r 
e d  h is  h a n d , a n d  a  w o n d e r fu l s tre a m  
se e m e d  s u d d e n ly  t o  flow  o n to  t h e  c a r p e t ,  
a  s t r e a m  o f  l iq u id  fire—o f  r u b y  fire , o f  
g r e e n  fire , o f  w h ite , b r i l l ia n t  ir id e sc e n c e . 
G r a c e  a n d  P r y d e  w e re  t h e m s e lv e s  a lm o s t  
stu p e fie d . T h e n *  N a t h a n , w ith  a  h o w l, 
th r e w  h im s e lf  u p o n  h is  k n e e s  a n d  b e g a n  
t o  g r o p e  a b o u t  d e s p e r a t e ly . P r y d e  c a u g h t  
h im  b y  th e  c o l la r  a n d  d r a g g e d  h im  a w a y .

“ S o  t h is  is  w h a t  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b u y  
fo r  e ig h t  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s , is  it , m y  
f r ie n d ? ”  h e  e x c la im e d . “ N o , le t  t h e m  lie  
t h e r e !  T h e y ’re  s a fe  e n o u g h . I ’ l l  c o lle c t  
th e m  a f t e r w a r d .”

F o r  a  m o m e n t  t h e  m a n  se e m e d  a b o u t  
to  th r o w  h im s e lf  u p o n  P r y d e . l i e  w a s  
t r e m b lin g  in  e v e r y  l im b . H is  fa c e  waB  
c o n v u ls e d . T h e  p a s s io n  o f  g r e e d  w a s  m a k 
in g  h im  a lm o s t  c o u r a g e o u s .

“ Y o u  h a v e  n o  c la im  to  t h e  je w e l t h !”  h e  
s n a r le d . “ T h e y  b e lo n g  to  u t h ! ”

“ T hat, m y friend,”  Pryde rem arked 
d ryly , I  should be inclined to doubt.”  

N athan staggered to hi* feet. The tele
phone bell was ringing. He turned sharp
ly  toward it.

“ W hat’th thatP”
“ Only one o f m y  clients,”  Grace answer

ed calm ly. “ Are you there P”  she went on. 
“ Yes, th e  seoond lo t of folios wiU be ready 
in a  v e r y  fe w  m o m en tB  now; the th ird 
lot probably t o -n ig h t . Y es! Y es! Quite, 
t h a n k  you. Good-bye-”

M r . N a t h a n  w ip e d  h is  fo r e h e a d . H e  w a s  
n o t  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  s ig h t . “ L o o k  h e r e ,”  
h e s a id  to  P r y d e ,.  “ w e d o n ’t  n e e d  t o  q u a r 
r e l . I t ’t h  a n  in fe r n a l  p ie c e  o f  lu c k , b u t  
y o u ’ve  t h u m b le d  in to  t h is . T h e r e ’th  
e n o u g h  fo r  a l l  o f  u th . T u r n  t h e m  o u t  
u p o n  th e  t a b le . W e ’ l l  s h a re  t h e m  u p , y o u  
a n d  I ;  h a l f  fo r  m e , h a l f  b e tw e e n  y o u  tw o .  
T h a t 't h  f a ir ,  i t h n 't  i t ?  O n ly  le t ’s  d o  th e  
jo b  q u ic k ly  a n d  le t  m e  g o t  o f f .  T h e r e ’ s 
s ix t y  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d t h ’ w o r th  o f  je w e lt h  
t h e re . Y o u ’re  m a d e  fo r  l i f e ,  a n d  i f  y o u  
t a k e  m y  a d v ith e , y o u ’l l  c le a r  o u t . I  c a n  
g iv e  y o u  a n  a d d r e th  o r  tw o  in  A m t h e r -  
d a m , w h e re  y o u  c a n  g e t  r id  o f  t h e m , i f  
y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w .”

P r y d e  sh o o k  h is  h e a d . “ M r . N a t h a n ,”  
h e  d e c la r e d , “ y o u  a r e  w a s t in g  y o u r  t im e .  
N e ith e r  t h is  y o u n g  la d y  n o r  I  m y s e l f  
h a v e  t h e  s l ig h t e s t  id e a  o f  b e n e fit in g  b y  
t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e se  je w e ls .  W e  h a v e  
g r a v e  d o u b t s ,”  h e  w e n t  o n , w it h  a  fa in t  
s m i le  a t  th e  c o r n e r s  o f  h is  l ip s , “ a s  to  
h o w  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  c o m e  in to  o u r  p o s 
s e s s io n . W e  s h a l l  r u n  n o  riB k in  th e  
m a t t e r . W e  s h a l l  s e a l t h e  id o l u p , a n d  
i f  n o  o n e  c o m e s  h e r e  t o  l a y  c la im  t o  it  
w ith  b e t te r  c r e d e n tia ls  t h a n  y o u  a n d  
y o u r  fr ie n d , d u r in g  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y -fo u r  
h o u r s , w e s h a ll  se n d  i t  t o  S c o t la n d  Y a r d .”  

N a t h a n  g la r e d  a t  t h e m . H e  w a s  h a l f  
s u s p ic io u s , h a l f  s tu p e fie d . “ Y o u  m e a n  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  o n  t h e  B tr a ig h t ? ”  h e  d e 
m a n d e d  f ie r c e ly .

“ A b s o lu t e ly  ”  P r y d e  a s s u r e d  h im . “ I  
m u s t  a d m it  t h a t  I  h a d  s o m e  s y m p a t h y  fo r  
t h a t  p o o r  fe l lo w  w h e n  I  s a w  h im  b e in g  
h o u n d e d , a n d  I  m e a n t  to  k ee p  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  th e  l i t t l e  id o l u n t i l  s o m e  a u th e n tic a te d  
p e r so n  c a m e  t o  c la im  i t . N o w , o f  c o u rse , 
i t  is  a  d iffe r e n t  t h in g . I  s h a l l  k ee p  it  
o n ly  fo r  a n o th e r  t w e n t y -fo u r  h o u r s .”

M r . N a t h a n  o p e n e d  h is  m o u t h  a n d  
c lo s e d  it  a g a in . H e  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  c a r p e t ,  
h e  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  id o l, h e  lo o k e d  a t  G r a c e ,  
h e  lo o k e d  a t  P r y d e .

“ G o d  b le ss  m y  t h o u l ! ”  h e  s p lu tte r e d .  
“ A r e  y o u  m a d , b o th  o f  y o u ?  D o n ’ t  y o u  
w a n t  m o n e y ?  D o n ’t  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  
m o n e y  i t h ? ”

“ W e  w a n t  it  v e r y  b a d ly  s o m e tim e s ,”  
P r y d e  r e p lie d  “ b u t , y o u  see , t h e r e  is  a l 
w a y s  t h e  r is k  t h a t  th e s e  je w e ls  m a y  n o t  
h a v e  b ee n  h o n e s t ly  c o m e  b y .”

M r . N a t h a n  t r ie d  t o  s p e a k  a n d  fa i le d .  
H e  h a d  n o  w o rd s . V e r y  s lo w ly  h e  t o o k  
u n  h is  h a t ,  b r u s h e d  i t  w ith  h is  c o a t  s le e v e , 
a n d  tu r n e d  t o w a r d  t h e  d o o r . “ I f  I  h e a r  
t h a t  t h e  p o o r  fe l lo w  h a t h  le f t  a n y  w r it 
te n  in t h r u c t io n t h ,”  h e  p r o m is e d , “ I  w ill  
le t  y o u  k n o w . L  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  t o  t h a y  
t h a t  y o u  w ill  k ee p  t h e  je w e ls  fo r  a t  le a t h t  
t w e n t y -fo u r  h o u r s ? ”

P r y d e  n o d d e d . M r . N a t h a n  tu r n e d  
a w a y  to  h id e  a  s o m e w h a t  c u r io u s  e x p r e s 
s io n  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  h is  l ip s .

“ V e r y  w e l l ,”  h e  s a id , “ I  w is h  y o u  g o o d  
a f t e r n o o n . Y o u  a r e  v e r y  h o n e s t ,  b o th  o f  
y o u . I  h o p e  y o u  w ill  fin d  t h a t  h o n e th ty  
w ill  p a y .”

H e  w a lk e d  o u t , s la m m in g  t h e  d o o r  a  l i t 
t le  b e h in d  h im . T h e y  h e a r d  h is- r e t r e a t 
in g  fo o t s te p s . G r a c e  t o u c h e d  th e  b e ll  a t  
h e r  fe e t  a n d  r a is e d  t h e  te le p h o n e  r e c e iv e r  
o n c e  m o r e  to  h e r  e a r .

“ O u r v is i t o r ,”  sh e  a n n o u n c e d  s o f t ly ,  
“ h a s  j u s t  le f t .  P le a s e  d o  n o t  le t  a n y t h in g  
im p o r t a n t  h a p p e n  ju s t  r o u n d  h e r e . T h e r e  
is  o n e  m o r e r  to  c o m e . Y e s , q u it e  a ll  
r ig h t ,  t h a n k  y o u . G o o d -b y e !”

S h e  la id  th e  r e c e iv e r  d o w n .
“ A f t e r  a l l ,”  P r y d e  r e m a r k e d , “ o u r  fr ie n d  

M r . N a t h a n  w a s  n o t  o n e  o f  th e  f ig h t in g  
so r t . S o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r , I  f a n c y  t h a t  o u r  
l a s t  v is i t o r , i f  h e  c o m e s , m a y  b e  d iffe r 
e n t .”

T h a t  n ig h t , fo r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e , P r y d e  
d in e d  w ith  h is  p a r tn e r . . T h e  m e a l  se n t  
in  fr o m  a  n e ig h b o r in g  r e s t a u r a n t  w a s  
b y  n o  m e a n s  a n  e la b o r a t e , o n e , n o r  d id  
G r a c e  u n b e n d  in  t h e  l e a s t /  "N e v e rth e le s s , 

'P r y d e  b e g a n  t o  fe e l m o r e ' c h e e r fu l .  T h e  
l iv in g  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  th e s e  fe w  t h r i l 
l in g  m o m e n ts  o f  a d v e n tu r e  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  
f a i l ,  a t  a n y  r a t e , t o  fo s t e r  th e  s p ir i t  o f  
c o m r a d e s h ip . S h e  t r u s t e d  h im , to o — h a d  
c o n fid e n c e  in  h im . I t  w a s  im p o s s ib le , h e  
t o ld  h im s e lf ,  t h a t  sh e  w a s  r e a l ly  so  co ld  
a n d  s e x le s s  a s  sh e  a p p e a r e d . T h e  e v e n 
in g  w o re  o n . O c c a s io n a l ly  t h e y  h e a r d  th e  
e le v a t o r  p a s s  u p ;  o f t e n e r  s t i l l ,  t h e r e  w ere  
fo o t s te p s  o n  th e  s t a ir s .  T h e ir  e x p e cte d  
v is i t o r , h o w e v e r , d id  n o t  a r r iv e . T o w a r d  
te n  o ’c lo c k  w a s  a lw a y s  a  q u ie t  t im e  in  
t h e  fla ts . T h e r e  w e re  v e r y  fe w  p e o p le  
c o m in g  o r  g o in g . W i t h  t h e  s ile n c e  P r y d e  
b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  o f  a  c u r io u s  fe e lin g  o f  
u n e a s in e s s . H e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  w a t c h in g  
th e  d o o r  e v e r y  m o m e  i t ,

“ I  w o n d e r ,”  h e  s a id , h a l f  t o  h im s e lf ,  
“ w h a t  d e v ilis h  s c h e m e  t h is  m a n  w h o  c a lls  
h im s e lf  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  w i l l  i n v e n t !”

G r a c e  lo o k e d  u p  fr o m  t h e  b o o k  w h ic h  
sh e  h a d  b e e n  r e a d in g . T h e r e  w a s  n o t  th e  
s lig h t e s t  s ig n  o f  e x c it e m e n t  in  h e r  fa c e . 
H e r  h a ir  w a s  p r im ly  a r r a n g e d , d ra w n  
b a c k  t ig h t ly  w ith  t h e  o b v io u s  in t e n t  t o  
n u ll i f y  its  n a t u r a l  flu ffin ess . H e r  p la in  
b la c k  d r e ss  w a s  u n r e lie v e d  b y  e v e n  a  
to u c h  o f  w h ite  a t  th e  n e c k . H e r  c h e e k s  
w e re  a s  p a le  a s  e v e r .

“ Y o u  m u s t  b e a r  in  m in d ,”  sh e  r e m in d e d  
h im , “ t h a t  n e it h e r  M r . N a t h a n  n o r  h is  
p r e d e c e sso r  w ill h a v e  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  
o f  c o m m u n ic a t in g  w ith  h im . I f  t h e y  h a d  
a n y  p la n s  fo r  m e e t in g  fo r m e d , h e  m a y  
h a v e  b e c o m e  s u s p ic io u s . O n  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d , h e  m a y  b e lie v e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  g o n e  
o ff  w ith  th e  je w e ls , v e r y  m u c h  ae M r. 
N a t h a n  b e lie v e d  t h a t  t h e  f ir s t  m a n  w a s  
t r y in g  to  d o . H e  w ill  p r o b a b ly  c o m e  
q u it e  h a r m le s s ly  a n d  w ith  v e r y  m u c h  th e  
s a m e  s o r t  o f  o ffe r s . L i s t e n !”

P r y d e  c o u ld  h e a r  n o th in g , b u t  G r a c e  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r o o m  s w if t ly  a n d  s e a te d  h e r 
s e lf  b e fo r e  h e r  t y p e w r ite r . T h e  g r e e n -  
s h a d e d  la m p  w a s  a lr e a d y  in  p o s it io n , a  
h a lf -f in is h e d  s h e e t  o f  m a n u s c r ip t  in  th e  
m a c h in e . S h e  b e g a n  to  w o rk . W i t h  o n e  
h a n d  s h e  o p e n e d  t h e  d r a w e r  o n  h e r  r ig h t -  
n a n d  s id e .

*• “ B e  c a r e f u l ,”  sh e  w h isp e re d . “ S o m e o n e  
is  f i t t in g  a  k e y  in to  t h o  la t c h .”

A lm o s t  a s  sh e  sp o k e , t h e  d o o r  w a s  
n o is e le s s ly  o p e n e d . A  h a n d  fla sh e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k  a n d  to u c h e d  t h e  k n o b  
w h ic h  c o n t r o lle d  th e  e le c tr ic  l ig h t s .  T h e  
r o o m  w a s  in  d a r k n e s s  e x c e p t  fo r  t h e  la m p  
b y  G r a c e ’s s id e . A  m a n  s lip p e d  q u ic k ly  
in  a n d  c lo se d  t h e  d o o r  b e h in d  h im .

“ T h e  la m p ,”  h e  r e m a r k e d , ‘ iB u n fo r tu 
n a t e .”

H e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  a b o u t  m id d le  h e ig h t ,  
o f  m o s t  o r d in a r y  a p p e a r a n c e . A  b la c k  
o v e r c o a t , w h ic h  fitte d  h im  n o n e  to o  w e ll, 
h u n g  a b o u t  h is  s p a r e  fo r m . H e  h a d  a  
p r o n o u n c e d  s to o p , g o ld -r im m e d  s p e c ta c le s , 
a n d  w h ite , u n t id y  h a ir  r a t h e r  lo n g  a t  th e  
b a c k . H e w o re  a  b o w le r  h a t  w ith  a  b r o a d  
b r im . H e  s to o d  a  fe w  y a r d s  in s id e  th e  
r o o m , b o th  h a n d s  c o n c e a le d  in  h is  o v e r 
c o a t  p o c k e ts .

“ Y o u n g  l a d y ,”  h e  s a id  c a lm ly ,  “ a n d  
y o u , s ir , y o u  m a y  b e  e x p e c t in g  m e — y o u  
m a y  n o t. T h e r e  is  a l i t t l e  m y s t e r y  c o n 
c e rn e d  w ith  t h is  r o o m  a n d  i t s  oc cu p a n tB  
w h ic h  I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  s o lv e d , b u t  in  c a se  
m y  s u s p ic io n s  o f  y o u  b o th  a r e  c o r r e c t, 
le t  m e  w a r n  y o u  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r  q u ic k ly  
y o u r  h a n d s  m a y  g o  t o  y o u r  p o c k e ts , fo r  1 a m  h o ld in g  a  p is to l in  e it h e r  h a n d ,  
a n d  I  le a r n e d  to  s h o o t  t h r o u g h  m y  p o c k 
e ts  a  g o o d  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o . Y o u  s e e ? ”  

G r a c e  lo o k e d  a t  h im , u n m o v e d , fr o m  
o v e r  th e  to p  o f  h e r  t y p e w r ite r . “ Y o u  a re  
q u it e  su re , s ir , t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  m a k in g  
a  m is t a k e ? ”  sh e a sk e d .

“ I  a m  m a k in g  n o  m is t a k e ,”  t h e  n ew 
c o m e r  a s s u r e d  t h e m  g r im ly . “ I  h a v e  
c o m e  t o  r e c o v e r  a  p ie c e  o f  p r o p e r ty  w h ic h  
y o u  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  k n o w  a b o u t . T h e r e  
i t  s t a n d s  u p o n  t h e  t a b l e — u g ly ,  g r in n in g  
m o n s t r o s it y . N o w  I ’l l  b u y  i t  fr o m  y o u  
o r  f ig h t  fo r  i t , w h ic h e v e r  y o u  l ik e , b u t  I  
h a v e  c o m e  fo r  m y  id o l, a n d  I  a m  n o t  
u se d  t o  p a y in g  v is i t s  in  v a in .”

H e  carme a  l i t t l e  c lo s e r  t o  th e m . I t  w a s  
q u it e  c le a r  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e^n  s p e a k in g  
th e  t r u t h . T h e  o u t lin e  o f  t h e  r .is to ls  w a s  
th e re , s h o w in g  fr o m  in s id e  h is  o v e r c o a t  
p o c k e ts . O n e  w a s  d ir e c te d  t o w a r d  P r y d e ,  
o n e  to w a r d  G r a c e . S u d d e n ly  th e  t e le 
p h o n e  b e ll r a n g .

“ I f  y o u  a n s w e r  t h a t ,”  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  
s a id  “ T s h a l l  s h o o t . Y o u  m a y  b e

S ic k  h ea d a ch es— neu ralg io  headaches— splitting, 
blin d in g  h ea d a ch es— all van ish  when you  take
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h o n e s t  fo o ls , y o n  m a y  b e  c r i m i a a ’ s ye n r -  
s e lv e s , y o u  m a y  b e  c r e a t u r e s  o t  th e  p o 
lic e . I  a m  t a k i n g  n d  r is k s . D e a d  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  a r e  t h e  s a f e s t  w itn e s s e s .”

H e  sp o k e  in  a  s lo w , a lm o s t  m o n o to n o u s  
t o n e , b u t  w it h  a  m a n n e r  c u r ic u s ly  im 
p r e ss iv e . S o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r , t h e y  h c t h  o f  
th e m  fe lt  t h a t  ne w a s  a  b e in g  o f  a  d if  
fe r e n t  o r d e r  f r o m  e it h e r  N a t h a n  o r  h is  
p re d e c e sso r . T h e  m a s t e r  w a s  t h e re . G r a c e  
k n e w  p e r fe c t ly  w e ll t h a t  i f  sh e  e v e n  
s tr e tc h e d  o u t  h e r  h a n d  t o w a r d  t h e  r e 
c e iv e r  o f  t h e  t e le p h o n e , h e  w o u ld  k ee p  
h is  w ord .

"T h a n k  y o u ,”  sh e  fa lt e r e d . “ I  a m  t e r 
r ifie d  to  d e a t h . X c a n  a s s u r e  you t h a t  I  
s h a l l  le t  t h e  t e le p h o n e  r i n g .”

T h e  v is i t o r  m o v e d  a  sU :p  o r  tw o  n eaT e r  
s t i l l .  H e  w a s  n o w  w ith in  a  fe w  fe e t  o f  
th e m . " Y o u  a r e  n o t  te r r ifie d  t o  d e a t h ,”  
h e  s a id  c o ld ly . “ T h a t  is  w h a t  a la r m s  
m e . I  w ill  c o n fe s s  t o  y o u  t h a t  I  h a v e  
th e  f e e lin g  t h a t  X a m  in a  t r a p ,  b u t  in 
c a s e  y o u  a r e  d e r iv in g  a n y  s a t is fa c t io n  
fr o m  t h a t  fa o t , le t  m e  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  if  
I  a m , b o th  o f  y o u  w ill  a n s w e r  fo r  i t  w ith  
y o u r  liv e s . Y o u  k n o w  w h o  I  a m ?  I  a m  
H e ls k i , c h ie f  o f  t h e  H u m a n  F o u r . I  h a v e  
k ille d  a  d o ze n  m e n  t h is  y e a r . I  b e lie v e  
in  k i l l i n g ;  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  a r t  w ith  m e . 
I f  i t  w e re  n o t  fo r  t h e  n o is e , I  t h in k  I  
s h o u ld  k i l l  y o u  b o th , j u s t  a s  a  p r e c a u 
t io n . Y o u n g  l a d y ,”  h e  a d d e d , a  p e r e m p 
t o r y  n o te  in  h is  to n e , " g e t  u p . I n t o  t h a t  
c o r n e r , i f  y o u  p le a s e . I  d o n 't  l ik e  t h e  
w a y  y o u r  h a n d  iB p r o w lin g  a r o u n d  th at 
d r a w e r . Q u ic k  1”

S h e  h e s it a t e d  fo r  only a Jir-gle moment. 
T h e n  sh e  ro se .

" B a c k !  A n d  y o u ,  t o o ! ”  t h e  p r o fe e9o r  
o r d e r e d , t u r n i n g  s u d d e n ly  t o  P r y d e . “ N o  
n o n s e n s e ! I  c o u ld  s h o o t  y o u r  te e th  a w a y ,  
o n e  b y  o n e , i f  I  o h o se . B a c k , b o th  o f  
y o u .”

T h e y  o b e y e d . H e  lo o k e d  in t o  t h e  
d r a w e r . F r o m  t h e  d r a w e r  h e  lo o k e d  b a c k  
a g a in  in to  t h e ir  fa c e s , a n d  t h e r e  w a s  
s o m e th in g  t e r r ib le  in  h is  s ile n c e . H e  
d re w  h is  h a n d s  fr o m  h is  p o c k e ts . H e  h e ld  
a  r e p e a t in g  p is to l  in  e ith e r  h a n d .

" B r i n g  m e  t h a t  id o l ,”  h e  d ire c te d  
P r y d e . " B r i n g  i t  h e r e  a n d  p la c e  i t  on 
t h e  t a b le  b e fo r e  m e ."

P r y d e  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  
th e  r o o m , to o k  u p  t h e  im a g e , a n d  
b r o u g h t  it  t o w a r d  th e  t a b le . H e  w a s  w ith 
in  a b o u t  a  y a r d  o f  h is  d e s t in a t io n  w h e n  
t h e  d o o r  w a s  s u d d e n ly  o p e n e d . T h e  p r o 
fe s s o r  t u r n e d  l ik e  l ig h t n in g .  T h e  d o o r 
w a y  w a s  fu l l  o f  m e n . A n  in s p e c to r  in  
p e a k e d  c a p  a n d  u n ifo r m  w a s  fo r e m o s t , a  
d e te c tiv e  in  p la in  c lo th e s  b y  h is  s id e . T h e  
p r o fe s s o r ’ s a r m  s h o t  o u t , a n d  P r y d e . w ith 
o u t  h e s it a t io n , th r e w  h im s e lf  b o d ily  u p o n  
h im , p u s h in g  h is  a r m  t o w a r d  t h e  c e ilin g . 
T h e  n e x t  sec o n d  h e  h im s e lf  w a s  th r o w n  
h a lf -w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m . W i t h  a m a z 
in g  e a s e  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  h a d  fr e e d  h im s e lf .  
H e  d ro p p e d  o n  h is  k n e e s  b e h in d  t h e  w r it 
in g -ta b le . T h e  d u ll  m e t a l  o f  h is  p is to l  
g le a m e d  w ic k e d ly  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
g r e e n -s h a d e d  la m p . H is  le f t  h a n d , c la s p 
in g  a  p is t o l ,  waB s t r e tc h e d  o u t  b e h in d  
h im .

" A h ! ”  h e  m u tt e r e d . " I  Bee so m e  fr ie n d s .  
M r . D e te c t iv e  S im m o n s , I  t h i n k ;  I n s p e c 
t o r  J o h n s o n . N o t  a  s t e p  n e a r e r , p le a s e . 
R e m e m b e r , I  h a v e  n o th in g  to  lo s e  b y  k i l 
l in g  a  fe w  m o r e  o f  y o u . T h e s e  a r e  m y  
l a s t  m o m e n ts . I  w a n t  t o  t h in k .”

T h e r e  w a s  a  q u e e r , b re a th le sB  s ile n c e . 
P r y d e  w a s  s t i l l  ly i n g  w h e re  h e  h a d  b ee n  
t h r o w n , a n d  h a d  t h e  a ir  o f  b e in g  u n c o n 
sc io u s . G r a c e  h a d  a d v a n c e d  t o w a r d  h im ,  
b u t  h a d  s u d d e n ly  s to p p e d  a n d  r e t r e a t e d . 
S h e w a s  s h e lte r e d  n o w  b e h in d  a n  e a s y -  
c h a ir . T h e n  t h e  in s p e c to r  s p o k e .

“ B e t te r  g iv e  y o u r s e l f  u p , H e ls k i . 
T h e r e ’ B n o  h o p e  fo r  y o u . W e ’ v e  o t h e r  m e n  
u p o n  t h e  s t a ir s .”

“ Y o u  a r e  r i g h t , "  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  a d m it 
t e d . " I  h a v e  f o u g h t  t o o  m a n y  b a t t le s  
n o t  t o  k n o w  w h e n  t h e  e n d  h a s  c o m e , b u t  
d o n ’ t  a n y  o f  y o u  f la t te r  y o u r s e lv e s  t h a t  I  
w a lk e d  b lin d fo ld e d  in to  t h is  t r a p . I  k n e w  
v e r ^  w e ll  t h a t  t h e  o d d s  w ere  t e n  to  o n e

a g a in s t  m e , b u t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  le a r n e d  t h e  
t r ic k  o f  p o v e r t y . I f  I  o o u ld  h a v e  g o t  a w a y  
w ith  o u r  l i t t l e  fr ie n d  h e r e , y o u ’d  n e v e *  
h a v e  b e e n  t r o u b le d  w it h  m e  a n y  m o r e .”  

" P u t  u p  y o u r  h a n d s , H e ls k i ,”  t h e  in 
s p e c to r  o r d e r e d . “ I  a m  c o m in g  t o  ta k a  
y o u .”

T h e  m a n ’s  p is t o l  n e v e r  w a v e re d . O n ly  
fo r  o n e  seo o n d  h e  g la n c e d  a r o u n d  a n d  
b a c k  a g a in . P r y d e  w a s  ly i n g  q u it e  s t i l l }  
G r a c e  w a s  o u t  o f  s ig h t .

" I  a m  n o t  q u it e  r e a d y  y e t ,  I n s p e c t o r , ’ 'i 
h e  s a id  s o f t ly .  " I  h a v e  n o  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t1 
y o u . S t a y  w h e re  y o u  a r e . I  h a v e  a  m a t 
t e r  o f  t w e lv e  l iv e s  h e r e . I  d o n ’t  t h in k  i t  
w ill  p a y  y o u  t o  r u s h  m e . Y o u  k n o w  I 
d o n ’t  o f t e n  m is s . I  s h o u ld n ’ t  a d v is e  y o u  
t o  t r y  a n y  trick B . W h e r e ’s  t h e  g i r l ?  

T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e p ly .
" I  h a v e  a  s o r t  o f  f a n c y ,”  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  

went o n , " t h a t  sh e  is  t h e  b ra in B  of thig 
e n t e r p r is e , t h a t  s h e  is  t h e  perB on  I  o u g h t  
to r e c k o n  w it h . X w o n d e r  I” ’

O n ce  m o r e  h e  t u r n e d  h is  h e a d , lo o k in g  
b a c k  a g a in  in s t a n t ly .

“ A h ! ”  h e  p r o c e e d e d . "B e h i n d  t h a t  
e a s y c h a i r !  A  v e r y  in s u ffic ie n t  s h e lt e r , a n  
e a s y c h a ir .  I  t h in k  I  c a n  d o  a  l i t t l e  d am *  
a g e  t h r o u g h  t h a t .  M r . I n s p e c t o r , I  o o n . 
g r a t u la t e  y o u . Y o u  w ill  p r o b a b ly  e ffe c t  
m y  o a p tu r e  w it h o u t  t h e  lo s s  o f  a  s in g le  
o n e  o f  y o u r  fo r c e . I t ’s  t h e  g i r l  I ’l l  s e t t le  
a c c o u n t s  w ith  t h is  t i m e .”

H is  p is t o l  c o v e r e d  t h e m  n o  lo n g e r . H e  
s w u n g  r o u n d , tu rn in cr  t o w a r d  t h e  e a s y 
c h a ir .  T h e n  P r y d e , w h o  h a d  b e e n  c r e e p -  
i n g  g r a d u a l ly  c lo s e r , g a t h e r e d  h i m s e l l  
u p  a n d  s p r a n g  a t  h im . T h e  a t t a c k  w a s  
so  u n e x p e c te d  t h a t  fo r  a  m o m e n t  P r y d e  
h a d  the*' a d v a n t a g e .-  F r o m  t h e  f ir s t  h e  
k n e w  t h a t  h e  w a s  s t r u g g l in g  w it h  a  
s t r o n g e r  m a n , b u t  i t  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o l  
se o o n d s  o n lv . H e  w e n t  fo r  t h e  h a n d !  
w h ic h  h e ld  t h e  p is t o ls ,  fo r c in g  t h e m  to 
w a r d  t h e  flo o r . F o r  t h e  f ir s t  fe w  seo
o n d s  h e  w a s  s u c c e s s fu l. T h e n  s lo w ly  h is  
a r m s , in c h  b y  in c h , w e re  fo r c e d  b a c k .  
T h e  r i g h t  h a n d  w ith  t h e  p is t o l  in  it  
c a m e  t r a v e l in g  r o u n d  t o w a r d  t h e  e a s y 
c h a ir .  P r y d e ’ s  s t r e n g t h  w a s  a lm o s t  e x 
h a u s t e d . b u t  i t  la s t e d  lo n g  e n o u g h . T h e  
a f fa ir ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  w a s  o n ly  o n e  o f  sec 
o n d s . T h e  in s p e c t o r  a n d  p o lic e m e n  w ere  
s w a r m in g  a r o u n d . W i t h  a  b lo w  o f  h is  
t r u n c h e o n , t h e  f o r m e r  k n o c k e d  t h e  w e a 
p o n  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  p r o fe s s o r ,  
a n d  a  p o lic e m a n , s t o o p in g  d o w n , k ic k e d  
t h e  o t h e r  o n e  fr o m  t h e  m a n ’s  d o u b le d -u p  
l e f t  a r m . E v e n  t h e n  t h e  s t r u g g le  w a s  
n o t  o v e r . W i t h  a  c r y  o f  r a g e , t h e  t r a p 
p e d  m a n  flu n g  h im s e lf ,  u n a r m e d  a s  he 
w a s , u p o n  th e m  a l l .  O n e  o f  t h e  p o lic e -  
m e n  w e n t o v e r  l ik e  a  n in e p in . F o r  a  m o 
m e n t  i t  se e m e d  a s  t h o u g h  h e  w o u ld  b r e a k  
t h r o u g h  t h e m . T h e n  t h e  in s p e c t o r  se ize d  
h im  fr o m  b e h in d , a  p o lic e m a n  t r ip p e d
h im . E v e n  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  h im  o n  th e
flo o r , I t  w a s  s e v e r a l m o m e n t s  b e fo r e  t h e y  
c o u ld  h a n d cu fT  h im . T h e y  g o t  h im  o u t  
o f  t h e  r o o m  a t  la s t .  T h e  in s p e c t o r  l i n 
g e re d  b e h in d .

" Y o u n g  l a d y ,”  h e  B aid t o  G r a c e , “ th ig  
is  t h e  b e s t  d a y ’ s w o r k  y o u ’ v e  e v e r  d o n e . 
W e ’v e  g o t  t h e  l o t .”

“ K e e p  m e  o u t  o f  i t ,”  sh e  b e g g e d . 
“ W e ’l l  k ee p  y o u  o u t  o f  e v e r y t h in g  lex*

c e n t  t h e  r e w a r d ,”  t h e  in s p e c t o r  r e p lie d ,
h o ld in g  b u t  h is  h a n d  t o  P r y d e . “ T h a t  
waB a  b r a v e  t a c k le  o f  yourB, s ir ,”  h e  de
c la r e d . “ W e  s h o u ld  h a v e  h a d  to  s h o o t , i f  
y o u  h a d n ’t  b ee n  th e r e , a n d  w e m ig h t n ’t  
h a v e  b ee n  in  t im e . G o o d  n i g h t ! ”

H e  h u r r ie d  o f f . P r y d e  t u r n e d , w ith  a  
l i t t l e  s h iv e r , t o  t h e  g i r l  w h o  w a s  s t a n d 
in g  b y  h is  s id e . S h e  w a s  a b s o lu t e ly  u n 
r u ff le d . E v e n  h e r  h a ir  w a s  s t i l l  p e r fe c t}  
I v  t id y . S h e  w a s  lo o k in g  to w a r d  t h e  w a ll  
b y  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  d o o r , w ith  »  s l ig h t  
fr o w n  u p o n  h e r  fa c e .

“ I  m u e t  h a v e  t h a t  sw itc h  m o v e d  to 
m o r r o w ,”  s h e  s a id .— C o s m o p o lit a n  M a g a 
z in e .

T H E  E N D .

m
STORE

BO YS AND G IR L S . OWN A OANDY STO RZ OF YOUR OWN.
This elegant store the greatest m oney making and pleasure providing outfit ever offered and y oa  can start 

In to-day selling the finest candles t o  a ll your triends.
Each o f  these wonderful 

nfcores contain a  com plete 
.itock o f fine Chocolates, Bon* 
ifons. Butter Scotch, Lozen*
, .ers, Candy Balls, Kisses, eto., 
etc., all in  lovely  glass jar* 
and m etal candy eases, th© 
surae as in  any big candy 
store.

W e also provide a  fin® 
counter with dfrawors t o t  

, stock, the magnificent Bet of 
‘ c  .ndy scales you see above, 
complete -with weights and 
•latforms, a  fine set of bright 

metal scoups to  servo the 
candy with, a  stook o f Bon
bon boxes, candy bags and in 
fact every necessity o f the 
candy store business.

Then besides all this w on
derful stook o f  eandiea and
store fittings. WE GIVE
VgU T H ^ I j L ^ H t ^ S H  REGISTER

It Is an exact m odel o f the big cash registers costing
$100 00 each aud rings up every salo made. It is com* 
plete with bank look and keys and to a  w onderful present 
in  Itself.

Boys and girls, get this candy store and you  w ill be
the envy o f  all your friends. Wo w ill give it to  youooin* 
plate with tho elegant cash register and all, if you w ill 
sell among your friondf>, only 3 0  bottles of our delightful 
Boyal Japanese Perfumes at on ly  10c. each. They oome 
In Bix lovely odors—White Hose, Carnation, L ily  o f  tha 
Valley, Heliotrope, W ood Violet and Jockey Club, put up 
in  fine large bottles with beautiful gold floral labels. 
Everybody wants this lovely  perfumegp't on ly  ICC. e  
bottle. I t  sells like hot cakes.

Bend and get the perfume to-day. Wn trust yon  With 
it. When eold, return our m oney, only @ 3 * 0 0 *  and tha 
com pleto candy Btore, exactly as illustrated above-cash
resist,er and all, w ill bo sent to  you ABSO LU TELY 
.FREE ,  This is a w onderful offor to  bright boys and 
girls. Be the first in your neighborhood to  get this 
w ondorful store. Address,

NATIONAL PRO D U CTS, LIMITED
O. 309 TORONTO. OAWA!>A-

T r y  t t  Granulated’ ’ is as choice a sugar as money can buy. 
Get a ioo pound bag—or even a 20 pound bag—and compare 

“ St. Lawrence” with any other high-grade 
granulated sugar.
Note the pure white color of ‘ "St. Lawrence” —its 

uniform grain—its diamond-like sparkle—its match
less sweetness. These are the signs of quality.

And Prof. Mersey’s analysis is the proof of parity 
—“99 99/100 to 100% of pure cane sugar with no 
impurities whatever” . Insist on having “ ST.
LAWRENCE GRANULATED” at your grocer’s.

ST. LAW RENCE SUGAR REFINERIES LIMITER,
MONTREAL. 66 A

E X T R A

Hanoi
Montreal


