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rHREE METHODS of HANDLING Your FUNDS
a n d  w h a t  E a c h  R e p r e s e n t s

/ .  IN V E S T M E N T —Safety with Profit.
2 . S P E C U L A T IO N —Profit(?) Without Safety.
3. H O A R D IN G — Safety (?) Without Profit.

IF the First Method is yours you will be interested in our 
SIX PER CENT. PROPRIETARY BONDS, secured by care
fully selected Real Estate Investments held in Trust by the 
Prudential Trust Company Limited, Montreal, Trustee for the 
Bondholders. A  Safe Investment, properly safeguarded, with 
Income assured. Denominations: $100.00, $500.00, $1,000.00.

You can purchase our Bonds on the PERIODICAL PAY
MENT PLAN and make 6% on your- savings.

Writ© us at once for particulars
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The Human Four
A  C l e v e r  D e t e c t i v e  S t o r y

^  . j    r
S te p h e n  P r y d e , w ith  five  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  

in  t h e  b a n k , s t a r t e d  l i f e  a fr e s h . H e  b e 
g a n  b y  r e t u r n in g  t o  h is  r e g u la r  r o u t in e ,  
t e m p o r a r i ly  in te r fe r e d  w ith  b y  th e  lo s s  
o f  h is  m o n e y . H e  p la y e d  g o l f  o n  M o n 
d a y s , W e d n e s d a y s , a n d  F r id a y s , fe n c e d  
o n  T u e s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y  m o r n in g s , a n d  
p la y e d  a u c t io n  b r id g e  d u r in g  th o s e  a f t e r 
n o o n s  a t  h is  c lu b . O n  S a t u r d a y s  h e  t o o k  
a  h o lid a y . A f t e r  a b o u t  a  m o n th , h o w 
e v e r , h e  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  o f  a  d is t in c t  
s la c k e n in g  o f  in te r e s t  in  th e s e  p u r s u its .  
H is  la t e  p lu n g e  in to  t h e  m o r e  a d v e n tu r 
o u s  l i fe  h a d  u n s e t t le d  h im . H e  b e g a n  
t o  h a n g  a b o u t  t h e  p o lic e  c o u r ts , t o  sc ra p e  
a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  t h e  s m a lle r  f r y  a m o n g  
t h e  d e te c tiv e s . H e  d e v e lo p e d  t h e o r ie s  o f  
h is  o w n  a b o u t  c r im in o lo g y . H e  v is ite d  
p r is o n s  a n d  ta lk e d  w ith  s u s p e c te d  m e n .  
H e  b e c a m e  a v o lu m in o u s  r e a d e r  o f  a  c e r 
t a in  t y p e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . H e  e v e n  h a u n te d  
th e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  in  w h ic h  fa m o u s  c r im e s  
h a d  b ee n  c o m m it te d . H e  b e g a n , a ls o ,  
a b o u t  th e  s a m e  t im e  t o  h a u n t  G r a c e  B u r 
t o n ’ s r o o m s , b u t  o n  t h e  t h ir d  o c c a s io n  o f  
h is  p r e s e n t in g  h im s e lf  t h e r e  u n in v ite d ,  
sh e  sp o k e  t o  h im  v e r y  f ir m ly  a n d  v e ry  
p la in ly .

“ I  h a v e  n o w o rk  to  s u g g e s t  t o  y o u  ju s t  
n o w , M r. P r y d e . I  a m  e n g a g e d  m y s e l f  o n  
a  p u r e ly  fe m in in e  a n d  u n im p o r t a n t  in 
v e s t ig a t io n . W h e n  a n y t h in g  t u r n s  u p , I  
s h a ll  se n d  fo r  y o u  a t  o n c e .”

" B u t  I  a m  b o re d  to  d e a t h ,”  P r y d e  p r o 
te s te d . " I  a m  sic k  o f  g o l f  a n d  c r ic k e t  a n d  
b r id g e . I  c a n ’ t  s e t t le  d o w n  t o  a n y t h in g .”

“ T h a t ,”  sh e  a n s w e r e d  c o m p o s e d ly , “ is  
w ith o u t  d o u b t  th e  p r ic e  w h ic h  y o u  m u s t  
p a y  fo r  h a v in g  le d  a n  id le  l i f e .”

“ C o m e a n d  d in e  w ith  m e  so m e w h e re  t h is  
e v e n in g  a n d  d o  a  t h e a t r e ,”  h e  b e g g e d .

S h e lo o k e d  a t  h im  w ith  t h e  fa in t e s t  p o s 
s ib le  u p l i f t in g  o f  h e r  s m o o th  y o u n g  fo r e 
h e a d . T h e  b ro w n  e y e s , to o , se e m e d  a  l i t 
t le  s u rp r is e d . “ T h a n k  y o u , n o ,”  sh e  r e 
p lie d  c o ld ly .

“ W h y  n o t ? ”  h e  p e r s is te d .
“ M r . P r y d e ,”  sh e  s a id , “ to  b e  p e r fe c t 

l y  fr a n k  w ith  y o u , y o u  m u s t  n o t  e x p e c t  
t h a t  s o r t  o f  c o m p a n io n s h ip  fr o m  m e .”

P r y d e  fe l t  u n r e a s o n a b ly  d is a p p o in te d . 
H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r , fo r  a  m o m e n t , s te a d 
f a s t ly .  S h e  h a d  p u s h e d  h e r  c h a ir  a  l i t 
t le  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  d esk  a n d  w a s  le a n in g  
b a c k  in  it . H e r  s im p le  b la c k  d r e ss  w as  
n o t  ev en  fa s h io n a b ly  m a d e . H e r  llu ffy  
fa ir  h a ir  w a s  b r u s h e d  s e v e r e ly  b a c k . H e r  
fe e t — a n d  sh e h a d , w it h o u t  d o u b t , p r e tty  
fe e t — w ere  e n c a s e d  in  t w o -th ic k  ehoeB. 
T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a b o w  o r  r ib b o n  a n y w h e r e  
a b o u t  h er.

“ I  d o n ’t see  w h y  y o u  c h o o s e  to  k ee p  
to  y o u r s e lf  so  m u c h ,”  h e  c o n t in u e d , a  l i t 
t le  d o g g e d ly .

“ Y o u  m u s t  le t  m y  w ish e s  b e  su ffic ien t  
r e a s o n ,” sh e  d e c la r e d . “ I  a m  a c c u s to m 
ed  to  g o in g  a b o u t  b y  m y s e l f .  I  p r e fe r  
i t . ”

“ A t a n y  m o m e n t ,”  h e  p o in te d  o u t , “ w e  
m ig h t  be  w o r k in g  to g e t h e r . I t  w o u ld  b e  
a n  a d v a n t a g e  to  b o th  o f  u s  to  b e  b e tte r  
a c q u a in t e d .”

“ T h a t  m a y  c o m e  b y  d e g r e e s ,”  sh e  r e 
p lie d . “ E x c u s e  m e  n o w , p le a se . I  a m  
b u s y .”

P r y d e  w e n t a w a y , d is s a tis f ie d , a n d  w a lk 
e d  in to  t h e  a r m s  o f  a d v e n tu r e . H e  h a d  
b a r e ly  issu e d  fr o m  t h e  d o o r w a y . o f  th e  
b u ild in g  in  w h ic h  h e  a n d  G r a c e  B u r to n  
b o th  liv e d , b e fo r e  h e  w a s c o n s c io u s  t h a t  
t h e  s t r e e t  w a s in  so m e  s o r t  o f  c o m m o t io n , j 
F ro m  o u t  o f  s ig h t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
N e w  O x fo r d  S tr e e t  h e  c o u ld  h e a r  t h e  b lo w 
in g  o f  w h is t le s , a  h o a r s e  t u m u lt  o f  v o ic e s . 
A lo n g  t h e  m a in  t h o r o u g h fa r e  tra ffic  h a d  
Btopped. E v e r y o n e  see m e d  to  h a v e  c o m e  
to  a  s t a n d s t i l l  in  th e ir  p la c e s , w a t c h in g .  
‘A  ta x i -c a b -d r iv e r  h a d  s p r u n g  fr o m  h is  c a b  
a n d  w a s  r u n n in g  fo r w a r d  a s  t h o u g h  to  
in te r c e p t  so m e  o n e . P r y d e  s a w  h im  se n t  
h e a d  o v e r  h e e ls  in to  th e  g u t t e r  b y  an  
u n se e n  h a n d . T h e n  r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  a p 
p e a r e d  a  m a n , r u n n in g . H e  h a d  le f t  th e  
m o r e  c ro w d e d  t h o r o u g h fa r e  w ith  a  su d 
d en  t u r n , a n d  h e c a m e  - t r a i g h t  to w a r d  
P r y d e .

T h e  m a n  r a n  a s  o n e  w h o r u n g  fo r  h is  
li fe .  H e  w a s  a b o u t  f i f ty  y a r d s  a w a y  w h en  
h e  tu r n e d  t h e  c o r n e r , a n d  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  
w ith  in c r e d ib le  s w iftn e s s . A s  h e d rew  
n e a r e r , P r y d e  g a in e d  a  v iv id  b u t  l ig h t 
n in g -l ik e  im p r e s s io n  o e h i ,  a p p e a r a n c e . 
H is  fa c e  w a s  lo n g , h is  cheekr; le a n  a u d  
n a r r o w , h is  e y e s  p r o tu b e r a n t . H is  m o u th  
w a s  o p e n ; th e  b r e a t h  w a s c o m in g  in  
s h o rt , q u ic k  g a s p s  b e tw e e n  h is  te e th . £ •  
w a s  h a  t ie  as, b u t  . o th e r w is e  h is  a t t ir e  
se e m e d  to  be  lik e  t lia t  o f  a  c le rk  o r  so m e  
p e rso n  in a  m o d e r a te  p o s it io n . F o r e m o s t  
a m o n g  h is  p u r s u e r s , a n d  g a in in g  u pon  
h im  r a p id ly , w a s  a  t a l l ,  fa ir -h a ir e d  m a n .  
H e , to o , w a s h a t le s s ,  a n d  h e  h a d  a p p a r 
e n t ly  th ro w n  a w a y  h is  c o a t  d u r in g  th e  
c h a s e . A  t h in  s t r e a m  o f  b lo o d  w ag t r ic k 
l in g  dow n  h is  fa c e  fr o m  a  w o u n d  u p o n  
h is  fo r e h e a d . H is  c h e e k s  w e re  d e a th ly  
fcale, h is  e y e s  w ere  b la z in g . H e  h a d  o u t 
s tr ip p e d  th e  p o lic e m e n  b y  se v e r a l y a r d s ,  
a n d  a lr e a d y  h is  h a n d  w a s  s t e a l in g  o u t  
ft9 th o u g h  to  m a k e  a  s p r in g  to w a r d  h is  
q u a r r y . P r y d e  h a d  a  m a t t e r  o f  ten  s e c 
o n d s  d u r in g  w h ic h  t o  m a k e  u p  h is  m in d  
as to  h is  c o u r s e  o f  a c tio n . H e  w a s  so m e 
t h in g  o f  a n  a t h le te , a n d  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  
b ee n  p e r fe c t ly  e a s y  fo r  h im  t o  h a v e  tr ip 

p ed  o r  h e ld  u p  t h e  f ly in g  m a n . T o  d o  
0o  w a s  h is  fir s t  im p u ls e . H e  c h a n g e d  h is

m in d  t h r o u g h  so m e  in e x p lic a b le  in s tin c t .  
H e  s te p p e d  b a c k w a r d , a n d  t h e  m a n  fled  
p a s t  h im . T h e y  w ere  so  c lo s e  t h a t  th e  
m a n ’s c o a t  b r u s h e d  h is  a s  h e  fla sh e d  b y .  
S u d d e n ly  h e  w a s  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  so m e 
t h in g  h e a v y  h a d  b ee n  d ro p p e d  in to  h is  
o v e r c o a t  p o c k e t. I t  w a s  a l l  o v e r  in  a  m o 
m e n t . T h e  c h a s e  w a s e n d e d . P u r s u e r  
a n d  p u r s u e d  l a y  to g e t h e r  u p o n  t h e  p a v e 
m e n t . A  d o ze n  y a r d s  f a r t h e r  o n , a  m a n  
in  a  d a r k  o v e r c o a t  a n d  b o w le r  h a t  w a s  
lo o k in g , n o t  a t  th e  t r a g e d y  a t  h is  fe e t , 
b u t  a t  P r y d e .

A  c r o w d  c o lle c te d  a lm o s t  a t  o n ce . 
P r y d e , w ith  h is  fin g e r s  c la s p e d  a r o u n d  
s o m e th in g  c o ld  a n d  s t r a n g e  a n d  h e a v y  in  
h is  p o c k e t, r e m a in e d  u p o n  th e  o u ts k ir ts . 
T h e  t a l l ,  f a i r  m a n  w a s  w ith  d iffic u lty  in 
d u c ed  t o  r e le a s e  h ie  c lu tc h  u p o n  th e  
o t h e r ’ s t h r o a t . ITe w a s  d r a g g e d  a w a y  
l ik e  a  d o g . T h e  m a n  u p o n  w h o m  h e  h a d  
s p r u n g  la y  w h ite  a n d  s t i l l .  A  p o lic e m a n  
w a s  k n e e lin g  b y  h is  s id e .

“ W h o  a r e  t h e y ?  W h a t ’ s i t  a l l  a b o u t ? "  
P r y d e  a s k e d  a  lo it e r e r  w h o  »vas e lb o w in g  
h is  w a y  t o w a r d  t h e  fr o n t .

“ B ig  je w e lr y  r o b b e r y  t h is  a f t e r n o o n  in  
H a t t o n  G a r d e n s ,”  th e  m a n  r e p lie d . 
“ T h e y  s a y  t h is  is o n e  o f  th e  H u m a n  F o u r  
g a n g . T h e  c h a p  w h o  c a u g h t  h ;m  w a s  
r o b b e d  o f  f ifte e n  t h o u s a n d  p ou n dB ’ w o rth  
o f  je w e ls  l a s t  y e a r  b y  t h ^ m . ’

T h e  f ig u re  o n  th e  p a r e m a n t  r e m a in e d  
m o t io n le s s . T h e r e  w a s  a  ’ i t t le  m u r m u r .  
S o o n  a n  a m b u la n c e  a r r iv e d . A  w h isp e r  
w e n t r o u n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  d ea d . P r y d e  
s lo w ly  b a c k e d  o u t  f r o m  th e  t h r o n g  a n d  
r e -e n te re d  t h e  1 lo c k  o f  b u ild in g s  f io m  
w h ic h  h e  h a d  ju s t  is s u e d . A  m a n  w ho  
h a d  b ee n  s t a n d in g  w it h ir  rt fe w  p a ce r  o f  
h im , fo llo w e d . P r y d e  m a d e  h is  w a y  u p  
th r e e  fligh tB  o f  s t a ir s  a n d  k n o c k e d  a t  th e  
d o o r  o f  G r a c e  B u r t o n ’s ’.o o m s . S h e  m o v e d  
a w a y  fr o m  t h e  w in d o w  a s  sh e  sa w  h im  
u p o n  th e  th r e s h o ld .

“ Y o u  h a v e  b ee n  lo o k in g  o u t , t h e n ? ”  h e  
e x c la im e d . “ Y o u  s a w ? ”

S h e  n o d d ed . “ I  sa w  e v e r y t h in g .”
“ W h o  a r e  t h e  H u m a n  F o u r ? ”  h e  a s k e d . 

“ I ’ve  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  t h e m .”
“ J u s t  a  g a n g  o f  m u r d e r e r s ,”  sh e  to ld  

h im . “ T h e y  h a v e  te r r o r iz e d  h a l f  L o n d o n  
b y  th e ir  m e lo d r a m a t ic  t r ic k s . W a s  t h a t  
m a n  r e a l ly  o n e  o f  t h e m ? ”

“ N o  o n e  s e e m e d  to  k n o w  fo r  f e i i a i n "  
P r y d e  r e p lie d . “ T h e y  sp o k e  o f  a b ig  
je w e lr y  r o b b e r y  in  H a t t o n  G a r d e n s . '

T h e  g ir l  lis t e n e d  fo r  a  m o m e n t . S h e  h e ld  
o u t  h e r  fin g e r . T h e n  w ith  s w ift  fo o t s te p s  
sh e  c r o sse d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  s o f t ly  tu r n e d  t h e  
k e y  in  t h e  lo c k .

“ W h a t  is  i t ? ”  h e  a sk e d .
S h e  c a m e  u p  to  h is  s id e  b e fo r e  sh e  a n 

sw e re d . “ I  t h in k ,”  sh e  w h isp e re d , “ t h a t  
so m e  o n e  fo llo w e d  y o u  u p  t h e  s t a ir s .  I  
t h in k  t h a t  t h e r e  is  so m e  o n e  o u ts id e  n o w . 
T e ll  m e , w h a t  w a s  it  t h a t  t h a t  m a n  s lip 
p e d  in to  y o u r  o v e r c o a t  p o c k e t  a s  y o u  sto o d  
d o w n  t h e r e ? ”

H e  s t a r te d . “ Y o u  sa w  t h a t ? ”
“ I  w a s  a t  t h e  w in d o w ,”  sh e  a s s e n te d . 

“ I  h e a r d  t h e  p o lic e m e n ’s w h is t le s .”
H e  d re w  t h e  o b je c t  fr o m  h is  o v e r c o a t  

p o c k e t. “ M y  G o d !”  h e e x c la im e d . “ L o o k !  
L o o k  at. i t ! ”

T h e  g ir l  w a s  s i le n t . I t  se e m e d  to  b e  a 
l i t t l e  id o l. H e  h e ld  it  fo r  a  m o m e n t  in  
h is  h a n d , a n d  th e n  se t  i t  d o w n  o n  th e  
t a b l e  o p p o s ite  to  th e m . I t  waB t h e  im a g e  
o f  a  m a n  s q u a t t in g  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d , a 
m a n  w ith  lo n g , lo w  fo r e h e a d , s m a l l  f e a 
t u r e s , a n d  g r e a t  e y e s . H is  l ip s  w ere  p a r t 
ed  in  a  h id e o u s  s m ile . T h e r e  w a s  a 
s t r a n g e  le e r  u p o n  t h e  c h is e le d  fe a t u r e s .

“ W h a t  a  h a t e fu l- lo o k in g  o b j e c t ! ”  P r y d e  
m u tt e r e d .

T h e  g i r l ’ s e y e s  w e re  fixed  s t e a d i ly  u p o n  
i t . T h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  e x p r e s s io n  in  h e r  
fa c e , b u t  h e  c o u ld  s e e  t h a t  sh e  w a s  in 
te r e s te d . “ L o o k  a t  it s  h a n d ,”  sh e  m u r 
m u r e d . “ See h o w  h e  h o ld s  it  o u t ,  fo u r  
fin g e r s  in  f r o n t  o f  h is  fa c e — t h e  H u m a n  
F o u r !”

P r y d e  s h iv e r e d . “ B e a s t ly  t h i n g ! "  h e  
m u tt e r e d . “ I  n e v e r  sa w  a n y t h in g  so  r e 
p u ls iv e .”

G ra c e  m a d e  n o r e p ly . S h e  se e m e d , in 
d ee d , o b liv io u s  t o  h is  w o rd s . S h e  w a s  
h o ld in g  th e  id o l a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  fr o m  
h e r  fa c e , h e r  e y e s  fixed  u p o n  i t .  P r y d e  
w a s  s u d d e n ly  o o n sc io u s  o f  a  v a g u e , s m o l
d e r in g  e x c it e m e n t  in  h e r  m a n n e r . H e r  
l ip s  h a d  p a r te d , h e r  b ro w n  e y e s  w ere  
g lo w in g , a  s l ig h t  flu sh  o f  c o lo r  h a d  s to 
le n  th r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  h e r  s k in .

“ T h is  is  t h e ir  m a s c o t ,”  s h e  w h isp e re d . 
“ C a n ’ t y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ?  C r im in a ls —  
m e n  w h o  p la n  c r im e s  o n  a  g r e a t  s c a le —  
a r e  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  s u p e r s t i t io u s .”

“ T h e n  t h e  so o n e r  w e g e t  r id  o f  t h e  t h in g  
t h e  b e t t e r ,”  P r y d e  d ec id e d .

S h e lo o k e d  u n w ill in g ly  a w a y  fr o m  th e  
id o l. H e r  l ip s  h a d  c u r le d  a  l i t t l e ;  t h e r e  
w a s  a  s h a d e  o f  c o n t e m p t  in  h e r  to n e .  
" G e t  r id  o f  t h e  t h in g , in d e e d !”  sh e  r e 
p e a te d  s c o r n fu l ly . “ C a n ’t  y o u  see  t h a t  
t h is  is  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  o u r  l iv e s ?  "W e w ill  
k e e p  t h e  id o l a n d  w a it . T h e y  w ill fin d  o u t  
w h e re  i t  is. T h e y  w ill t r y  t o  g e t  it  bricK  
a g a in . D o n ’t  y o u  kn ow  th a ,t th e  p o lic e  
h a v e  b e e n  m o n th s  s e a r c h in g  fo r  th e se  
m e n ?  W e  w ill  su cc e e d  w h e re  t h e y  h a v e  
fa i le d . W e  h a v e  t h e  lu r e  h e r e . D e p e n d  
u p o n  i t , t h e y  w ill  c o m e .”

P r y d e  m a d e  n o  e f fo r t  t o  a ffe c t  a n  e n 
thusiasm  whioh at th at time he c e r t a in ly

did not fe e l . “ F r a n k l y ,”  h e  s a id , " I  c a n 
n o t  c o n c e iv e  t h a t  t h e  c o m in g  o f  a n y  o n e  
o f  th e s e  g e n t le m e n  o4luld p o sB ib ly  b e  a n  
o c c a s io n  fo r  r e jo ic in g . I n  t h e  l a s t  s ix  
w e e k s a lo n e , t h e y  h a v e  c o m m it te d  fo u r  
m u r d e r s . A l l  t h e ir  e x p lo i ts  a r e  c o n d u c t 
e d  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r . T h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  
a re  in  th e  s l ig h t e s t  d a n g e r , t h e y  s h o o t  
to  k i l l . ”

“ A r e  y o u  a f r a i d ? ”  sh e  a sk e d  c a lm ly .
H e  sh o o k  h is  h e a d . “ N o t  o n  y o u r  l i f e ! ”  

h e  e x c la im e d . “ I f  y o u  w a n t  to  in v ite  
th e s e  g e n t le m e n  t o  v is i t  u s , I  a m  n o t  g o 
in g  t o  o b je c t .  I  w a*3 o n ly  p o in t in g  o u t  
t h e  p o s s ib le  r e s u lt .  D o n 't  y o u  v a lu e  y o u r  
f\\n l i f e ? ”

“ I  d o ,”  sh e  a d m it te d . “ B u t  so m e h o w  o r  
o t h e r , I  t h in k  y o u  w ill  fin d  t h a t  t h e  r is k  
is  n o t  q u it e  so  g r e a t  a s  i t  s e e m s . O f  
c o u rse , m y  w h o le  id e a  m a y  b e  w r o n g .  
T h e y  m a y  n o t  c o m e  a t  a l l .  O n  t h e  o th e r  
h a n d , I  waB lo o k in g  o u t  t h e  w in d o w , a n d  
I  sa w  a t  le a s t  th r e e  m e n  w h o  w ere  w a t c h 
in g  fr o m  d iffe r e n t  p o in ts . I  b e lie v e  t h a t  
t h e y  a ll  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  id o l is  h e re . I  
h a v e  a n  id e a  t h a t  t h e y  w ill  r is k  e v e r y -  
t h in k  t o  r e g a in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t .”

P r y d e  t h r u s t  h is  h a n d s  in to  h is  p o c k e ts  
a n d  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  c o p p e r  im a g e . E v e n  
h e  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  id e a  o f  
m e n a c e  in  t h a t  w ic k e d  fa c e .

“ I f  I  h a d  i t ,”  h e  d e c la r e d  h e a r t i ly ,  “ I  
sh o u ld  e i t h e r  b e a t  i t  to  p ie c e s  w ith  a  
p o k e r , o r  t a k e  i t  o u t  a n d  th r o w  it  in to  
t h e  S e r p e n tin e . F o r  sh e e r  a n d  b r u t a l  v ic 
io u s  u g lin e s s , I  n e v e r  in  m y  w h o le  l i f e — ”

S h e  la id  h e r  h a n d  u p o n  h is  a r m . T h e y  
b o th  tu r n e d  q u ic k ly  a r o u n d . T h e r e  w a s  a  
s h o r t  b u t  in s t a n t  k n o c k in g  u p o n  th e  
d o o r .

“ A l r e a d y !”  sh e  m u r m u r e d . “ O p en  th e
d o o r .”

P r y d e , w ith  t h e  fa in t e s t  p o s s ib le  s h r u g  
o f  t h e  s h o u ld e r s , tu r n e d  a w a y . T h e  g ir l  
w a tc h e d  h im  a s  h e  c r o s s e d  th e  r o o m . H e  
w a lk e d  u n f a lt e r in g ly ,  a n d  h e r  e y e s  fille d  
w ith  a n  a p p r o b a t io n  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  
d o n e  h im  g o o d  t o  see . H e  o p e n e d  th e  
d o o r . T h e  m a n  w a s  s t a n d in g  t h e re  w h o m  
h e  h a d  see n  a  s h o r t  t im e  a g o  in  t h e  s tr e e t  
b e lo w , a n  in o ffe n e iv e -lo o k in g  p e rso n  w ith  
p a le , r a t h e r  n a r r o w  fa c e , a  fa ir  m u s ta c h e , 
a n d  h a i r  t u r n i n g  g r a y  a t  t h e  e x tr e m i
t ie s . H e  w o re  a  b la c k -b o w le r  h a t  a n d  a  
l o n g  o v e r c o a t . H e  r e m a in e d  fo r  a  m o 
m e n t  w it h o u t  sp ee ch .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t ? ”  P r y d e  in q u ir e d .
“ A  w o rd  w ith  y o u , s ir , i f  y o u  p le a s e ,”  

t h e  s t r a n g e r  r e p lie d .
H e  c a m e  in s id e  w ith o u t  w a it in g  fo r  a n  

in v it a t io n . P r y d e  u sh e r e d  h im  a  l i t t le  
f a r t h e r  in to  t h e  r o o m . G r a c e , # w h o  h a d  
b ee n  s t a n d in g  b y  th e  d e sk , c a m e  s o f t ly  
p a s t  th e m  o n  h e r  w a y  t o  th e  d o o r . S h e  
tr ie d  t h e  c a tc h  a n d , f in d in g  i t  se c u re , r e 
tu r n e d  t o  h e r  p la c e .

“ W h a t  c a n  I  d o  fo r  y o u ? ”  P r y d e  a sk e d .
T h e  n e w c o m e r  d id  n o t  a n s w e r  fo r  a  m o 

m e n t . H is  e y e s  w e re  fixed  u p o n  th e  l i t 
t le  id o l. H is  l ip s  w e re  p a r te d . H e  se e m e d  
t o  h a v e  fo r g o t te n  fo r  a  m o m e n t  w h e re  h e  
w a s. H e  p o in te d  to w a r d  it .

“ W h e r e  d id  y o u  g e t  t h a t ? ”  h e  d e m a n d 
ed .

“ I  b r o u g h t  it  h o m e  fr o m  A f r i c a ,”  P r y d e  
a s s e r te d  c o o lly . “ I  c o lle c t  c u r io s  o f  t h a t  
s o r t .”

T h e  m a n  n e v e r  w ith d r e w  h is  e y e s  fr o m  
t h e ir  in t e n t  g a z e . “ I ,  t o o , a m  a  c o lle c 
t o r ,”  h e  s a id . “ I s  t h a t  im a g e  fo r  s a le ? ”

P r y d e  sh o o k  h is  h e a d . “ I  n e v e r  s e l l  m y  
c u r io s .”

T h e r e  w a s  a  b r ie f  s ile n c e . T h e  n ew 
c o m e r  lo o k e d  a w a y  a t  l a s t  fr o m  t h e  o b je c t  
w h ic h  se e m e d  to  h a v e  so  g r e a t ly  fa s c in 
a te d  h im . H is  e y e s  fe l l  u p o n  G r a c e . S h e  
h a d  m o v e d  a n d  w a s  s i t t i n g  b e fo r e  h e r  
t y p e w r ite r , w ith  h e r  s h o u ld e r  tu r n e d  t o 
w a r d  t h e  tw o  m e n .

“ T h e  y o u n g  la d y  is  t o  b e  t r u s t e d ? ”  h e  
a s k e d  q u ie t ly .

“ W it h o u t  a  d o u b t ,”  P r y d e  a s s u re d  h im .  
“ M a y  I  a d d  t h a t  i t  is  a lm o s t  t im e  t h a t  
y o u  e x p la in e d  t h e  r e a l  o b je c t  o f  y o u r  
v i s i t ? ”  /  .

“ I  a m  p r e p a r e d  to  d o  s o ,”  t h e  n e w c o m 
e r  d e c la r e d . “ I  w a s  s t a n d in g  ije lo w  w h en  
I  sa w  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  j u s t  b ee n  p ick e d  
u p  d e a d  t h r u s t  s o m e th in g  in to  y o u r  o v e r 
c o a t  p o c k e t. I  h a v e  n o d o u b t  t h a t  h is  
e y e s ig h t  w a s  b lu r r e d . H e  fa i le d  to  r e c o g 
n ize  y o u . T h e r e  w e re  s e v e r a l o f  h is  
fr ie n d s  a b o u t , I  a m o n g  o t h e r s . H e  m is 
to o k  y o u  fo r  m e . T h a t  id o l is  m y  p r o 
p e r t y .”

“ T h e n  w h o  a r e  y o u ? ”  P r y d e  a s k e d .
“ I t  is  a  fo o lis h  q u e s t i o n ,"  t h e  o th e r  

r e p lie d . “ I f  y o u  k n e w  w h o  I  w a s — ”  H e  
sto p p e d  s h o r t . “ W e  w a s te  t im e ,”  h e  c o n 
t in u e d . “ I  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  r ig h t s  o f  p o s 
se ss io n . I  w i l l  g iv e  y o u  tw o  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d s  fo r  t h a t  l i t t l e  f ig u r e .”

P r y d e  sh o o k  h is  h e a d .
“ T h r e e !— F i v e !”
P r y d e  c o n t in u e d  t o  s h a k e  h is  h e a d .
“ F iv e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s ,”  h is  v is it o r  sa id  

s lo w ly , “ is  a l l  t h e  m o n e y  I  h a v e  w ith  m e . 
Y o u  n a t u r a l ly  w o u ld  n o t  t r u s t  m e , a n d  I  
w ish  to  t a k e  t h e  id o l a w a y . F iv e  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d s , t h e r e fo r e , is  m y  l a s t  o f fe r .”

“ T h e  id o l ,”  P r y d e  d e c la r e d , “ is  n o t  fo r  
s a le .”

R e f in e d  to ab so lu te  
'p u r i t y — sea le d  t ig h t  a n d  protected 
f ro m  a n y  p o ss ib le  co n tam in at io n  •

E x tra  G ranulated S ugar
In  th is  n e w  5-P o u n d  P a c k a g e  is  th e  c lean set ,  
p u r e s t  s u g a r  y o u  c a n  b u y .  K a c h  P a c k a g e  
co n ta in s  5  fu l l  p o u n d s  of s u g a r .

T h e r e  w a s  a  c u r io u s  l i g h t  in  t h e  m a n ’s 
e y e s . “ D o  n o t  b e  fo o liB h ,”  h e  a d v ise d  
s o f t ly .  “ B e lie v e  m e , I  h a v e  n o t  r is k e d  m y  
l i f e  fo r  n o th in g . I  h a v e  th e  m o n e y  h e re  
— five  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s . Y o u  c a n  ta k e  it  
s a fe ly . N o  o n e  b u t  m e  a n d  m y  fr ie n d s  
w ill  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  h a d  t h e  im a g e  
in  y o u r  p o s s e s s io n , e v e n  fo r  a  m o m e n t .”  

“ T h e  id o l is  n o t  fo r  s a le ,”  P r y d e  r e 
p e a te d .

A  su d d e n  fie rc e n e ss  b la z e d  in  t h e  m a n ’ s 
fa c e , t r e m b le d  in  h is  to n e . “ T h e n  I  s h a ll  
t a k e  i t ! ”  h e  c r ie d . “ Y o u  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
t h is  u p o n  y o u r s e l f .”

H is  h a n d  w e n t in to  t h e  p o c k e t  o f  h is  
o v e r c o a t . P r y d e , w h o  w a s  u n a r m e d , wa*s 
a lr e a d y  p o ise d  o n  h is  l e f t  fo o t , r e a d y  t<\ 
s p r in g . T h e n  t h e y  h e a r d  G r a c e  B u r t o n ’s  
v o ic e  fr o m  h e r  s e a t  b e fo r e  t h e  t y p e w r ite r .  
S h e  h a d  s w u n g  r o u n d  in  h e r  c h a ir .

“ Y o u  n e e d  n o t  t r o u b le  t o  fe e l in  y o u r  
o v e r c o a t  p o c k e t ,”  sh e  s a id  c a lm ly . “ I  
to o k  y o u r  p is t o l  a w a y  a s  y o u  e n te r e d . I t  
w a s  s p o ilin g  t h e  fit  o f  y o u r  c o a t .”

T h e  m a n  tu r n e d  s h a r p ly  r o u n d . H e  
lo o k e d  in to  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  h is  o w n  p is t o l ,  
h e ld  w ith  r e m a r k a b ly  s t e a d y  f in g e r s  b y  
M iss  G r a c e  B u r t o n .

“ W e  a r e  m u c h  o b lig e d  t o  y o u ,”  sh e  r e 
m a r k e d , “ fo r  g iv in g  u s  a n  id e a  o f  th e

v a lu e  o f  t h is  l i t t l e  c u r io s it y . H a v e  y o u  
a n y t h in g  m o r e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  i t ? ”

T h e  m a n  g la n c e d  fr o m  o n e  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  
H is  fa c e  h a d  b e c o m e  w h it e r , h is  ey e $  
sh o n e . “ W h a t  is  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  a ll  t h i s ? ”  
h e  d e m a n d e d  f ie r c e ly . “ W h o  a r e  y o u  
b o t h ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t ? ”

“ N e ith e r  y o u  n o r  y o u r  m o n e y ,”  G racG  
r e p lie d . “ Y o u  c a n  g o  a s  so o n  a s  y o u  
p le a s e .”

T h e  m a n  h e s it a t e d . H e  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  
id o l, a n d  a g a in  h e  h e s it a te d . T h e  g i r l ’s  
fin g e r  r e m a in e d  u p o n  t h e  t r ig g e r .

“ I f  y o u  do n o t  g o ,”  sh e  s a id  s o f t ly ,  “if 
y o u  m a k e  a  s in g le  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  
im a g e , y o u  w ill  s e e  t h a t  I  a m  in  e a r n e s t . "

H e  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  h im  w ith  t h e  a ir  o f  a 
h u n te d  m a n . H is  se n se  o f  u n e a s in e s s  w a s  
g r o w in g . “ I t  is  a  t r a p ,  t h i s ? ”  h e  m u t 
te r e d .

“ Y o u  m a y  fin d  i t  o n e , "  s h e  a n s w e r e d , 
“ i f  y o u  s t a y  h e r e  a n y  l o n g e r . "

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)
 * -------------

All-night banks are to be intrfl. 
duced into London.

N ew  Zealand has 233 da ily , week-- 
ly  and m onthly period icals.
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P re p a re  Y o u rse lf  
F o r  W inter ’s  W orst
Don’ t wait till you have 

caught one of those nasty colds—fortify yourself 
against them by taking a Course of

N a - D r u - C o  T a s t e l e s s
Preparation o f

C o d  L i v e r  O i l  ^
This “ builder-up”  is rich in the medicinal 
and nutritive properties of the best 
Norwegian Cod Liver Oil— w ithout the  
disagreeable ta ite . It also contains 
Extract of Malt, Extract of Wild Cherry 

and valuable Hypophosphites, which 
tone up the whole system and parti
cularly strengthen the Lungs, Throat 

and Bronchial Tubes.
In 50c. and $1.00 bottles, at 

your druggist’s. 305
NATIONAL DRUG AND 

CHEMICAL CO. OF 
CANADA,

LIMITED.


