
THE W H I T E  L A D Y ;
OR, WHAT THE THRUSH SAID.

C H APTE R  X V .—(C ont'd)
A  fe w  p a c«B  fa r t h e r  s o m e t h in g  w icz e d  

m y  e a r * *  t h o u g h t  I  f e l t  i t  t o u c h  m e , 
l ik e  th e  w in g  o f  a  g n a t ,  a n d  in s t in c t iv e ly  
th r e w  u p  m y  h a n d  a n d  lo o k e d  r o u n d .

" S t e a d y ,  m e n ;  lo o k  t o  y o u r  f r o n t , ”  c a m e  
t h e  o a p t a in 's  v o ic e  a g a in ,  a n d  th e n , 

w h iz , w h iz ,”  tw o  m o r e  w a s p s  w e n t  b y , 
a n d  I  h e a r d  a  lo w  o h u c k le  f r o m  P a ts y  
H a r r in g t o n ,  w h o  m a r c h e d  in  f r o n t  o f  
m e , a n d  P e t e r  H o g a n , a n s w e r in g  a  w hig* 
^ e re d  in q u i r y  f r o m  “ S o f t  J o e ,”  “ d id  y e  n o t  

.n ow  w h a t  t h a t  waBP S h u re  't w a s  a  
b u l le t . ”

'R i g h t  w h e e l. F o r w a r d ;  d o u b le ! ”  Bang 
o u t  th e  c a p t a i n ’ s v o ic e , a n d  th e  n e x t  m o 
m e n t  w e  w e re  t u m b l in g  h u r r ie d ly  in to  
t h e  t r e n c h e s , b e h in d  a  r o w  o f  b a t t e r e d  
g a b io n s ,  w ith  th e  t h u n d e r  o f  th e  R u s- 

C ftnnon c lo s e  u p o n  u s , t h e  “ p h it ,  
p h i t  o f  th e  b u l le ts  s t r ik in g  th e  e a r t h  
a l l  r o u n d , th e  s m o k e  d r i f t i n g  in t o  o u r  
ra ce s , a n d  th e  w h is t l in g  d ic k s  p lu n g in g  
in t o  th e  g r o u n d  a n d  s c a t t e r in g  s o i l  a n d  
s to n e s  in  sh o w e rs .

‘ ‘H e a d s  d o w n ;  h e a d s  d o w n ,”  s h o u te d  th e  
c o lo r - s e r g e a n t ,  a s  w e  c r o w d e d  in t o  o u r  
p la c e s ,  a n d  th e n  c a m e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  c r a s h  
as a  w h if f  o f  g r a p e  s h o t  sw e p t th e  g a b io n  
r r o m  b e fo r e  m e  a n d  s e n t  u p  a  c lo u d  o f  
s a n d  a n d  tw ig s .

I  g o t  m y  h e a d  d o w n  p r e t t y  s h a r p ly ,  a n d  
w a e  in  n o  h u r r y  to  l i f t  i t  u p  a g a in ,  u n t i l  
I  H ea rd  th e  o o lo r -B e rg e a n t  y e l l in g ,  “ N ow  
th e n , D a v is , b e  a l iv e .  S t ic k  u p  a n o t h e r  
g a b i o n  t h e r e  ; a n d  P a t  H a r in g t o n  p u sh - 
e d  b y  m e  w ith  a  l o n g  b a s k e t  in  h is  arm B, 
w h ic h  h e  p u s h e d  in t o  th e  g a p  c a u s e d  b y  

.  W  n em J  B 8 h o t '  b o b b in g  d o w n  im m e d i
a t e ly ,  a n d  o n l y  ju s t  in  t im e , as a  m u s k e t  
b a ll  s t r u c k  th e  w ic k e r  w h e re  h is  l e f t  
h a n d  h a d  b e e n , a n d  k n o c k e d  th e  t u f t  o f f  
h is  s h a k o .

" L e f t  f ile s  c o m m e n c e  f i r in g , "  s a id  th e  
c a p t a r a ,  in  a  briB k, c h e e r fu l  t o n e ,  as h e  
h o o k e d  h is  s w o r d , th e n  a d d e d , "H e r e ,  
C o r p o r a l  A l la n ,  h a n d  m e  y o u r  r if le ,  a n d  
111 t r y  a  s h o t . ”

A l la n  h a n d e d  o v e r  hiB r if le ,  a n d  th e  
®im ®d r<!u n d  th «  *i<le o f  a  g a b io n  

a n d  f ir e d . H a r r in g t o n  f ir e d  a t  th e  sa m e  
in s ta n t ,  a n d  t u r n in g  t o  t h e  c a p t a in  sa id ,
J w ?  l o r ;  y e  d i<»- «o r , b e g a d ;
a n d  I  d id ;  n o , b e g a d ,  h e  w a s  t o o  s h a r p  
t o r  m e , b e g a d .

B y  th is  t im e  X h a d  s o m e w h a t  r e c o v e r e d  
m y  p r e s e n c e  o f  m in d , a n d  as  I  p u t  o n  a 
o m > a n d  c o c k e d  m y  r if le  I  g la n c e d  a b o u t

J o y o e  s t o o d  c lo s e  b y  m y  s id e , p e r f e c t ly  
*n  a c t  o f  r e lo a d in g  h is  r if le , 

■which h e  h a s  j u s t  f ir e d . C o r p o r a l  A l la n  
s t a n d in g  b e h in d  th e  c a p t a in ,  w a s  p e e p 
in g  o v e r  h is  s h o u ld e r  a t  th e  e n e m y . T h e  
c o lo r - s e r g e a n t ,  a  g r i z i l e d  v e te r a n , w a s  
p a c k in g  c a r t r id g e s  in t o  h is  t u n ic  b e tw e e n  
th e  b u t t o n s  a n d  s p e a k in g  t o  th e  m e n  in  
f r o n t  o f  h im .

m o n ’ d o n ,t  WRet® G o v e rn m e n t  a m m u n it io n ;  o o m e  t o  th e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  
w h e n  y o u  Bee a  h e a d , b a n g  a t  i t ,  a n d  d o w n  
“  T V®r - M?,ck  I*0716- F o u 'l l  b e  s h o t  

i i  ,T h e y  n« a r l y  h a d  y o u
t h a t  t im e . M a n  a l iv e , k e e p  y o u r  u e lv  
p h iz  o u t  o f  s ig h t .  W e  w a n t  t o  s h o o t  ’em ,

L e a v e  m e  a  s p a c e  
t h e r e  T o m m y  D o w lin g ,  w h ile  I  p o t  o n e " ;

■MiMered to^  j  b o b b e d  u p , f ire d  a  s h o t  a n d  
b o b b e d  d o w n  a g a in ,  w h ile  th e  o t h e r  m en  
th e m  d e £ re ee  t o  w o rk , m y s e l f  a m o n g s t

I t  w a s  h o t  w o rk . W e  w e re  in  th e  a d 
v a n c e d  p a r a l l e l ,  n o t  tw o  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  
r ro m  th e  R u s s ia n  b a t te r ie s .  A n e w  a n g le  
h a d  b e e n  m a d e  o v e r -n ig h t ,  a n d  o n  th is  
p o in t ,  h e ld  b y  o u r  F  C o m p a n y , th e  en - 
e m y  k e p t  u p  a n  in c e s s a n t  f ir e  o f  g r a p e  
a n d  sh e ll. T h e  s p l it t in g  c r a s h  o f  th e
e x p lo s io n s  f o l l o w e d  e a o h , o t h e r  a t  s h o r t  
in t e r v a ls  f o r  h o u r s .  T h e  g a b io n s  w e re  
b a t t e r e d  in t o  m a tc h w o o d , a n d  t h e ir  f il 
l in g  o f  e a r th  s t r e w e d  o v e r  t h e  t r e n c h e s , 
tn e  • m e n  d e o im a te d , a n d  o u r  c o m p a n y , 
n e e d le s s  o f  th e  e n e m y ’ s s h a r p s h o o te r s ,  
h a d  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e ir  fire  u p o n  th e  o f 
f e n d in g  g u n s . T h e  sh e lls  f r o m  th e  E n g 
l is h  b a t t e r ie s  in  o u r  r e a r  s a i le d  o v e r  
o u r  h e a d s  l ik e  b a l ls  o f  c lo u d , a n d  b u r s t  
a g a in s t  th e  R u s s ia n  b a t t e r ie s  o r  in s id e  
•the e m b r a s u r e s ,  h u r l in g  fr a g m e n t s  o f
fiton e  a n d  s p l in te r s  o f  i r o n  in  a l l  d i r e c 
t io n s .  T h e  R u s s ia n  m u s k e t r y  f ir e  w as 
c lo s e  a n d  s u s ta in e d . T h e  b u l le ts  p a t t e r e d  
a n d  h is se d  a n d  s q u e a le d  a b o u t  us. A
d o z e n  o f  o u r  m e n  w e n t  d o w n  in  th e  firs t  

r p o r a l  A I la n  w o u n d e d  in  th e  l e f t  
sm ou ld er, th e  o o lo r - s e r g e a n t  w o u n d e d  in  
th e  n e o k , fiv e  p r iv a t e s  k i l le d .  P o o r
D o w n s  w a s h i t  in  t h e  c h e s t  b y  a r i c o 
c h e t  b u l le t ,  a n d  l a y  w r i t h in g  o n  th e  
g r o u n d  f o r  a l o n g  t im e , b e g g in g  s o m e  o f  
u s  to  p u t  h im  o u t  o f  h is  m is e r y . E v e ry  
in s t a n t  a f la t  c a p ,  a  s t r e a k  o f  b r o w n  fa c e  
a n d  a n  e y e  w o u ld  p o p  u p  b e h in d  th e  
p a r a p e t ,  a n d  th e n  w o u ld  c o m e  a f la s h  a n d  
a c r a c k ,  a n  a n s w e r in g  s h o t  f r o m  th e  
t r e n c h ,  a n d  th e  R u s s ia n  w o u ld  d is a p 
p e a r .

J o y c e ,  p o s te d  a s  n e a r  th e  t e r r ib le  a n g le  
a s  h e  c o u ld  g e t , s to o d  c a lm ly ,  s t e a d i ly ,  
a n d  r a p id ly  l o a d in g  a n d  f ir in g  u p o n  th e  
R u s s ia n  e m b r a s u r e  o p p o s i t e .  P a t s y  H a r- 
T in g to n  p u t  th e  s h a k o  o f  a  d e a d  c o m r a d e  
o n  a  r a m r o d  a n d  h e ld  i t  u p  t o  d r a w  th e  
f ir e  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  s h a r p s h o o te r s ,  h a l f  a 
d o z e n  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  s t a n d in g  b y  t o  p o t  
t h e  e n e m y  w h ile  in  t h e  a c t  o f  t a k in g  a im . 
E n s ig n  S im p s o n , w ith  t e a r s  in  h is  y o u n g  
e y e s , c o n s o le d  a n d  t e n d e d  th e  w o u n d e d , 

I* w ith  a b o u n d in g  h e a r t ,  a n d  m y  
h e a d  s p in n in g  w ith  e x c ite m e n t , s to o d  
c lo s e  u p  to  J o y c e  a n d  f ir e d  r a p id l y  a n d  
" J  v e r y  c a r e fu l l y  a t  th e  p o r t h o le  f r o m  

d e a d ly  g r a p e  w a s  b e lc h in g .
T h is  w e n t  o n  u n t i l  a b o u t  n o o n , w h en  a  

g r e a t  sh e ll  f r o m  o u r  b a t t e r ie s  bu rB t w ith 
in  th e  R u s s ia n  e m b r a s u r e  a n d  d is m o u n t-  

th e ir  m o s t  d e s t r u c t iv e  g u n . O u r m en  
c h e e r e d ,  a n d  o n e  o f  th e m , a  la d  n a m e d  
S e a r le , ju m p in g  u p  in  h is  g le e , w a s  s h o t  
t h r o u g h  th e  h e a d  a n d  k i lle d .

A  fe w  m in u te s  la t e r  th e  R u s s ia n  fire  
a lm o s t  c e a s e d , a n d  n o t  a n o t h e r  sh e ll  w a s  
t h r o w n  t i l l  a f t e r  f o u r  o ’c lo c k ,  w h en  th e  
r ig h t  w in g  o f  o u r  r e g im e n t  c a m e  u p  a n d  
r e lie v e d  u s ;  a n d  w e d o u b le d  b a c k  o u t  o f  
fire  a n d  w e n t  t o  d in n e r .

T h e  d in n e r  c o n s is t e d  o f  th in  so u p  a n d  
w a x y  p o t a t o e s ;  b u t  w e d id  n o t  le a v e  a n y  
o f  it. W e  w e re  h u n g r y  e n o u g h  to  h a v e  
e a te n ,  as  P a t  s a id , “ a  w a s h in g  o f  
c lo t h e s .”

a n d  p i t c h  d a r k . J o e  a n d  I  h a d  j u s t  c o m e  
t o g e t h e r  w h e n  a  f ir e b a l l  w a s  p i t c h e d  fr o m  
th e  e n e m y ’ s b a t t e r y  a n d  fe l l  d o s e  o n  o u r  
r ig h t .  W e  im m e d ia t e ly  th r e w  ou rse lv eB  
d o w n  a n d  c r a w le d  a w a y  t o  o u r  l e f t ,  k n o w 
in g  f r o m  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  a  r o u n d  s h o t  
w o u ld  f o l l o w .  T h e  r o u n d  s h o t  c a m e , a n d  
w e s p r a n g  u p  to  f in d  a  c lo u d  o f  g r e y -  
c o a t e d  R u s s ia n  i n fa n t r y  c lo s e  u p o n  us.

B a n g  w e n t  b o t h  o u r  r if le s  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  
w it h o u t  a  s e c o n d  t h o u g h t  w e  r a n  f o r  th e  
t r e n c h e s , t h e  R u s s ia n s  f o l l o w in g ,  w ith  
h o a r s e  y e l ls ,  a t  o u r  h ee ls .

T h is  w a s  a  c o m m o n  in c id e n t .  O fte n  w e 
w e re  a t t a c k e d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t im e s  in  o n e  
n ig h t ,  a n d  o u r  o r d e r s  w e re  t o  f ir e  a n d  
f a l l  b a c k  o n  th e  p ic q u e t ,  w h o  in  tu rn  
w o u ld  f a l l  b a c k  f ig h t in g  o n  th e  tr e n c h e s .

S o  i t  w a s  th is  t im e . T h e  R u s s ia n s  s e e m 
e d  t o  b e  in  fo r c e .  O u r  p ic q u e t  w a s  d r iv e n  
in , a n d  a f t e r  a  s h a r p  tu s s le  th e  e n e m y  g o t  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  f ir s t  t r e n c h . B u t  o n ly  
f o r  a  m in u te . T h e  s u p p o r t s  r u s h e d  u p , 
a n d  th e  R u s s ia n s  w e re  d r iv e n  o u t  a g a in .  
T h e y  fe ll  b a c k  in  g o o d  o r d e r  f o r  a  h u n 
d r e d  y a r d s ,  th e n  h a lt e d ,  p o u r e d  in  a  v o l 
l e y ,  a n d  a d v a n c e d  a t  th e  c h a r g e .

F u r io u s  f ig h t in g ;  c r a s h  o f  m u s k e t r y ,  
„c la n k  o f  B teel; g r u n t s  a n d  g r o w ls  a n d  
6 < r s ^ ;  c lu b b i n g  o f  r if le s , th e  h e a v y  th u d  
o f  f a i l i n g  m e n , th e  s h a r p ,  a g o n iz e d  c r y  
o f  th e  w o u n d e d ; a  c lo u d  o f  s m o k e , a n d  
d ia b o l i c a l  f l i c k e r in g  o f  f ir e - f la s h in g s , a n d  
o n c e  m o r e  w e fo u n d  o u r s e lv e s  f a l l i n g  b a c k  
f ir in g  a n d  s w e a r in g ,  th e  e n e m y  in  c lo s e  
p u r s u it .

I t  w a s  a t  th is  m o m e n t  t h a t  y o u n g  
S im p s o n , w a v in g  h is  s w o rd , a n d  c a l l in g  
u s  t o  c o m e  o n ,  r a n  o u t  o f  o u r  r a n k s  t o 
w a r d s  th e  R u s s ia n s ,  a n d  fe l l  a b o u t  m id 
w a y . I n s t a n t ly  P a t  H a r r in g t o n  s p r a n g  
t o w a r d s  h im , a s  d id  tw o  R u s s ia n s .  O ne 
o f  th e s e  f ir e d  a t  P a t ,  a n d  m isse d . P a t  
fir e d  a n d  s h o t  th e  R u s s ia n  d e a d , th e n  
s t r id in g  o v e r  t o  t h e  o f f ic e r , h e  b a y o n e t 
e d  th e  o t h e r  R u s s ia n ,  c a l l in g  o u t ,  “ N ow  
th in ,  b o y s ,  t h is  w a y  f o r  th e  s p o o r t s . ”

I t  w a s  a  c r i t i c a l  m o m e n t .  T h e  e n e m y  
w e re  w ith in  a  fe w  y a r d s  o f  h im . T h e  
o f f ic e r  w a s  w o u n d e d . I  s h o u ld  b e  n o  u se  
i f  I  r e tu r n e d .  I  sa w  th e  f ie r ce , lo w e r in g  
l o o k s  o f  t h e  e n e m y , t h e i r  g le a m ip g  b a y 
o n e ts , a n d  th e n  th e  f ig u re  o f  t h e  m a d , 
h a n d s o m e  g i r l  o n  th e  s e a -w a ll  a t  P o r t s 
m o u th  c a m e  in t o  m y  m in d , a n d  I  b o u n d 
ed  t o  P a t ’ s s id e , j u s t  a s  h e  p i t c h e d  fa c e  
f o r w a r d  in t o  th e  e n ow .

F iv e  m in u te s  l a t e r  w e  w e re  b a c k  in  o u r  
t r e n c h e s ,  f ir in g  o n  th e  r e t r e a t in g  R u s 
s ia n s . N o r  d id  t h e y  r e t u r n  t h a t  n ig h t . 
B u t  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  e n o u g h . Y o u n g  S im p 
son  w a s  d e a d , a n d  th e  b r a v e  P a ts y  w a s 
m o r t a l ly  w o u n d e d , n o t  t o  s p e a k  o f  o t h e r  
lo s se s .

I  s o u g h t  o u t  p o o r  P a t  w h e n  I  c a m e  o f f  
s e n t r y . H e  w a s  l y in g  o n  a  g r e a t - c o a t  
s p r e a d  o n  th e  sn o w , w ith  h is  h e a d  o n  
J o y c e ’ s k n e e . H is  f a c e  w a s  v e r y  w h ite , 
a n d  h is  b r o w s  k n it t e d ,  a n d  h an dB  c le n c h 
ed , a s  i f  in  p a in .

“ H e ’l l  n o t  la s t  m a n y  m in u te s , p o o r  fe l 
l o w ,”  s a id  P h il .  “ T r y  i f  y o u  c a n  m a k e  
h im  u n d e r s ta n d .”

I  k n e l t  d o w n  b e s id e  h im  a n d  p u t  a  d ro p  
o f  ru m  u p o n  h is  l ip s ,  th e n  a s k e d  h im , in  
a  c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  to n e , i f  h e  h a d  a n y  
m e s s a g e .

H is  e y e s  o p e n e d  B low ly . H e  k n e w  m e, 
a n d  t r ’ ed  t o  s p e a k , b u t  h is  m o u t h  w a s 
fu l l  o f  b lo o d .

“ P a t ,”  s a id  I , “ th e  w ife , th e  c h i ld r e n — 
I  w il l  see  th e m  i f  I  c a n . ”

A  l ig h t  c a m e  in t o  th e  d u l l  eyeB . H is  
l ip s  q u iv e r e d  s l ig h t ly .  I  p re s s e d  hiB h a n d  
-—it  w a s  a lr e a d y  c o ld — a n d  p u t  th e  c lo t t e d  
h a i r  f r o m  h is  fo r e h e a d . I n  a  fe w  m in u te s  
h e  w a s  d e a d .

“ W i l l ie , ”  s a id  J o y c e ,  a s  h e  la id  th e  p o o r  
f e l lo w  g e n t ly  d o w n , “ y o u  sa w  h is  w ife , 
a n d  S im p s o n ’s m o t h e r .”

“ I  d id ,”  I  a n s w e re d , “ a n d  t h is  is  w a r .”
“ G od  f o r g iv e  u s ,”  s a id  P h il ,  “ i t  i s ;  a n d  

t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  w id o w s  m a d e  t o -n ig h t  o n  
b o t h  s id e s .”

C H A P T E R  X V I .
A f t e r  th is  f ir s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w a r  c a m e  

m a n y  d a y s  o f  h e a v y  w o rk  a n d  d e a d ly  f ir 
in g  in  th e  t r e n c h e s ;  m a n y  l o n g  n ig h ts  o n  
p ic q u e t  d u ty  r o u n d  th e  c a m p s  o r  a lo n g  
th e  W o r o n z o ff  R o a d ;  m a n y  a  d e s p e r a te  
s t r u g g le  in  t h e  d a r k  w h e n  th e  R u s s ia n s  
e a l l ie d  o u t  t o  d e s t r o y  o u r  t r e n c h e s ;  a n d  
m a n y  a sa d  h o u r  as w e  s a t  in  t h e  ten tg  
a n d  t h o u g h t  o f  th e  g a p s  in  o u r  r o l l .

T h e  w e a th e r , t o o , b e c a m e  in te n s e ly  
c o ld ,  so  c o ld  th a t  w e  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  s le e p , 
d o g -t ir e d  as  w e w e r e ;  a n d  o u r  c lo t h in g  
w o re  o u t ,  a n d  w e g r e w  t h in ,  a n d  g a u n t ,  
a n d  s ic k ly .  A n d  s o  c a m e  C h ris tm a s .

O n C h r is tm a s  E ve, w e w e re  o n  o u t p o s t  
d u ty ,  o u r  c o m p a n y , n e a r  t h e  l e f t  o f  o u r  
a t t a c k ,  b y  th e  W o r o n z o ff  R o a d . “ S o f t  
J o e ”  a n d  I  w e re  c o m p a n io n  s e n tr ie s , m o v 
in g  o n  o u r  s h o r t  b e a t , a n d  m e e t in g  o n c e  
in tw o  m in u te s . T h e  a i r  w a s  b i t t e r ly  o o ld , 
a n d  th e  g r o u n d  d e e p  in  sn ow . J o e  h a d  
w ra p p e d  h is  a n k le s  a n d  a r m s  with s tr a w  
ba .n ds t o  p r e v e n t  f r o s t -b i te s ,  and I  h a d  
t h r u s t  m y  c h i l le d  f in g e r s  u n d e r  m y  c u ffs  
a n d  w a s  t v o t t in g  t o  k e e p  m y  blood in 
c i r c u l a t i o n  I t  w a s  near eleven o ’clock

C H A P T E R  X V I I .
I  s h a l l  n o t  d w e ll  u p o n  th e  r e c o l le c t io n  

o f  t h a t  t e r r ib le  w in te r  in  th e  C r im e a . T h e  
v e r y  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  m a k e s  m e  s h u d d e r . T o  
t h is  d a y  I  d r e a m  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  s t a r t  u p  
q u a k in g  a n d  c la m m y , im a g in in g  t h a t  I  
h e a r  th e  dT*ll b o o m in g  o f  th e  o a n n o n , th e  
w h is t le  o f  th e  s h e ll,  a n d  th e  w a il in g  o f  
t h e  b i t t e r  w in d  th a t  g n a w e d  o u r  flesh , 
a n d  d r i f t e d  th e  f r o z e n  sn o w  k n e e -d e e p
in t o  th e  w e a r y  tr e n o h e s .

N o  p e n  c a n  t e ll  w h a t  o u r  a r m y  s u f 
f e r e d  in  th e  C r im e a . T h e  c r u e l  f r o s t ,  th e
in s id io u s  fo g .  th e  u n r e le n t in g  w in d ; h u n 
g e r , d is e a s e , w o u n d s , a n d  fa t ig u e ,  w o re  
d o w n  o u r  h e a lth ,  o u r  h o p e ,  o u r  p a t ie n c e .  
W e  w e re  r e d u c e d  t o  m e r e  b a g s  o f  b o n e s , 
a n d  th e  b a g s  a l l  r e n ts  a n d  p a t c h e s . A ll 
d a y  l o n g ,  as  w e  t o i l e d  a n d  f o u g h t  in  th e  
t r e n c h e s ,  w e  w e re  r a k e d  a n d  p e p p e r e d  
w ith  g o a p e , o r  p o u n d e d  w ith  s h o t  a n d
s h e ll,  a n d  s c a r c e ly  a  n ig h t  w e n t  b y  w ith 
o u t  s o r t ie s  a n d  s u r p r is e s . T h e  s u f fe r in g s  
o f  th e  w o u n d e d  w e re  h o r r ib le .  I  h a v e  n o t  
t h e  h e a r t  to  d e s c r ib e  th e m . A n d  th o s e  
o f  u s  w h o  e s c a p e d  u n h u r t  w e re  so  w e a r y  
a n d  o v e r w r o u g h t  t h a t  w e h a d  l i t t l e  lo v e  
o f  l i f e  l e f t  in  us.

N o t  t h a t  o u r  e n e m ie s —p o o r  c r e a t u r e s — 
h a d  le s s  to  b e a r . C e r t a in ly  th e y  w e re  
b e t t e r  c lo th e d  a n d  fe d  t h a n  w e, a n d  p e r 
h a p s  t h e ir  s ick  a n d  w o u n d e d  m ig h t  b e  
b e t t e r  p a re d  f o r ;  b u t  t h e ir  lo s s  b y  b a t t le  
a n d  d is e a s e  w a s  f r i g h t f u l ,  a n d  d u r in g  th a t  
f ie r c e  b o m b a r d m e n t  th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  g o t  
b u t  l i t t l e  r e s t .

T h e y  w e re  v e r y  s t u b b o r n , a n d  fo u g h t  
b o th  in  th e  o p e n  a n d  b e h in d  t h e ir  w o rk s  
w ith  a  s t o lid ,  s t e a d fa s t  b r a v e r y  w h ich  
w o n  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  n e a r ly  a l l  o u r  m e n . 
R e p u ls e d  in  e v e r y  s o r t ie ;  d e fe a te d  in  
e v e r y  p i t c h e d  b a t t l e ;  s h u t  u p  in  t h e ir  
d o o m e d  fo r t r e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  l o n g  a n d  
b i t t e r  w in te r , w ith  e n e m ie s  a ll  r o u n d  
th e m  o n  la n d  a n d  s e a ;  t o r n  a n d  s h a t te r 
e d  d a y  a f t e r  d a y  b y  th e  c a n n o n  o f  th e  
flee ts , a n d  o f  a  o h a in  o f  b a t t e r ie s  a n d  
t r e n c h e s  f iv e  m ile s  l o n g  t h e y  p r e s e r v e d  
th e  sa m e  s te a d in e s s  a n d  d is c ip l in e ,  th e  
sa/m e c o o l  b r a v e r y  a n d  s t o ic a l  e n d u r a n c e  
to  th e  e n d .

T o  u s  i t  se e m e d  as th o u g h  th e  e n d  w o u ld  
n e v e r  c o m e . W e  s ick e n e d  o f  th e  s ig h t  o f  
th e  d r iv in g  s le e t, a n d  s o d d e n  sn o w , th e  
s te n ch  o f  b lo o d  a n d  p o w d e r , th e  c r a c k le  

m u s k e t r y  a n d  r o a r  o f  c a n n o n . W e  
^ • a t h e d  t h e  e n d le s s  m ix tu r e  o f  n a v v y -  
w o rk  a n d  s h a m b le s  in  th e  t r e n c h e s ,  a n d  
c a m e  t o  sp it  a n d  c u r s e  e v e r y  t im e  o u r  
w e a r y  eyeB lo o k e d  o v e r  th e  r iv e r  m o u n d s  
a n d  s w ir l in g  sm o k e  t o  see th e  w a lls  o f  
S e b a s to p o l,  s t i l l  s o l id , s t i l l  b e lc h in g  fire , 
s t i l l  m a n n e d  b y  d e n se  b a t t a l io n s  o f  r e 
s o lu te  a n d  u n d a u n te d  enem ieB .

G lo o m y  a n d  d e s p o n d e n t  as I  waB in  
te m p e r a m e n t ,  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  s u n k  a lm o s t  
in to  a s ta te  o f  m e la n c h o ly  m a d n e s s  h a d  
n o t  P h il  J o y c e  b e e n  b y  t o  r a l ly  m e  a n d  
k e e p  m y  s o u l  a l iv e  w ith  h is  b r i g h t  h o p e  
a n d  k in d ly  g a ie t y .  F o r  h e  n e v e r  c h a n g e d  
n o r  s a d d e n e d . A m id  t h e  f ie r c e s t  h a n d -to -  
h a n d  f ig h t in g ,  o r  th e  h o t t e s t  s to r m  o f  
m is s i le s  in  th e  t r e n c h e s ,  h e  p r e s e r v e d  h is  
c h e e r fu l  c a lm n e s s .  S t a r v a t io n ,  fa t ig u e ,  
o o ld , a n d  d a n g e r ,  e v e n  h o p e  d e fe r re d  
fa i le d  t o  s ick e n  h is  b r a v e  h e a r t .  " A  
m a n  h a s  b u t  o n e  l i f e  to  l iv e , ”  h e  w o u ld  
s a y , “ a n d  t h a t  is  t o o  s h o r t  t o  m o p e  in  
a n d  t o o  in s ig n if i c a n t  t o  f e a r  f o r . ”  A n d  
h e  w a s  a s  g o d d  as h is  w o rd , a n d  n o  m o r e  
t h o u g h t  o f  s h ir k in g  d a n g e r  th a n  o f  r e 
p in in g  o v e r  h a r d s h ip .

“ Y o u  a r e  a  w o n d e r , P h i l , ”  I  w o u ld  sa y  
t o  h i m ;  “ I  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  y o u  k e e p  y o u r  
o h e e r fu ln e s s .  A r e  y o u  n e v e r  t ir ^ d ?  A re 
y o u  n e v e r  o u t  o f  s p i r i t s ? ”

And then he would tengh a»d go into 
long and fervent rhapaodiei about

him  like a star, so that hiB eyes sever 
heeded the m urky hell and mad devil’s 
danoe o f  m urder that environed him. 
When I  have bean hipped £*nd sore, ready 
to welcome death as a friend, weary o f 
the hateful present, and sick in the sha
dow o f  the hopeless future, I  have looked 
at his radiant face and envied him the 
love o f  that English girl.

I  g o t  a lm o s t  t o  l o v e  h e r  m y s e l f  f r o m  
h is  e n t h u s ia s m ; I  d id  g e t  t o  r e v e r e n c e  
h e r , a n d  t o  th in k  o f  h e r  d im ly  as a 
g u a r d ia n  s p ir it ,  s o m e t h in g  b r ig h t e r  a n d  
b e t t e r  th a n  m e r e  f le sh , y e t  w a r m e r  a n d  
n e a r e r  t h a n  th e  a n g e ls .  A n d  s o  s t r o n g  
w a s  t h is  s e m i-s u p e r s t it io u s  f e e l in g  t h a t  I  
w o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  s in g le -h a n d e d  in to  t h e , 
R e d a n  f o r  h e r  s a k e , w o u ld  h a v e  d ie d  a 
h u n d r e d  d e a th s  t o  s a v e  m y  f r i e n d 's  l i f e  
—f o r  h e r . N o t  t h a t  d y in g  m e a n t  m u c h  in  
th e  C r im e a . L i f e  w a s  v e r y  c h e a p  th e re , 
a n d  m a n y  a  m a n  e x p o s e d  h im s e lf  t o  
n e e d le s s  a n d  d e s p e r a te  p e r i l  m e r e ly  fo r  
th e  sa k e  o f  e x c ite m e n t .

T h e  w in te r  p a s s e d  a w a y , a n d  th e  g r a s s  
g r e w  g r e e n  a b o v e  o u r  E n g lis h  g r a v e s ,  a n d  
t h e  b ir d s  s a n g  o v e r  t h e  b lo o d -s o a k e d  
fie ld s , a n d  th e  c a n n o n  r o a r e d  u n d e r  th e  
b r ig h t  s p r in g  s k y . A n d  th e  R u s s ia n s  
s t i l l  h e ld  o n ,  a n d  th e  s t r u g g le  g r e w  f ie r c 
e r  a n d  d e a d lie r  th a n  e v e r .

I t  w a s  a n  a w fu l  s ie g e . N e a r e r  th e
tr e n c h e s  r e a c h e d  t o w a r d s  th e  b a t t e r e d  
w a lls ,  d e e p e r  a n d  l o n g e r  s t r e tc h e d  th e  
c u r v e  o f  th e  in v e s t in g  b a t t e r ie s ,  lo u d e r  
a n d  l o n g e r  h o w le d  th e  ir o n  t h r o a t s  o f  
th e  s la y e r s . T h o u s a n d s  o f  s h e lls  w ere
h u r le d  in t o  th e  d o o m e d  fo r t r e s s  e v e r y  
d a y . C e a se le ss  fu s i la d e  w e n t  o n ,  b y  w h ich  
t h e  d e v o te d  d e fe n d e r s  f e l l .  H e a v ie r  c a n 
n o n , h e a v ie r  m o r ta r s  w e re  m o u n te d ,  th e
fleets  o f  F r a n c e  a n d  E n g la n d  p o u r e d  in  
b r o a d s id e  a f t e r  b r o a d s id e ,  a n d  s t i l l  th e  
d o g g e d  f o e  h e ld  o n .

F iv e  t im e s  in  o n e  n ig h t  t h e y  d r o v e  u s  
f r o m  th e  S a n d b a g  b a t t e r y ,  fiv e  tim eB  w e 
r e c a p t u r e d  it . T h e  M a m e lo n  w a s  ta k e n  
a f t e r  f e a r fu l  c a r n a g e ;  th e  W h ite  W o r k s  
f o l lo w e d ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  w e  h e ld  t h e  Q u a r 
r ie s , f o r  w h ic h  so  m a n y  o f  b o th  s id e s  j 
h a d  d ie d . A n d  a f t e r  e a c h  o f  th e s e  s u c 
ce sse s  th e  b o m b a r d m e n t  g r e w  m o r e  t e r 
r ib le .  A n d  s t il l  th e  R u s s ia n s , c o ld  a n d  
im m o v a b le ,  h e ld  o n .

W e  t o o k  th e  Q u a r r ie s  on t h e  7 th  of 
J u n e . On th e  18th o u r  a l l ie d  f o r c e s  m a d e  
a  d a s h  a t  th e  f o r m id a b le  w a lls ,  a n d  w ere  
d e fe a te d , lo s in g  fiv e  th o u s a n d  m en . In  
th is  e n g a g e m e n t  I  w a s  k n o c k e d  senseleeB  
b y  a  s p e n t  b a l l  b e f o r e  o u r  a r m y  l e f t  th e  
t r e n c h e s ,  a n d  J o y c e ,  in  r e s c u in g  a  fa l-  
le n  o ff ic e r  u n d e r  fire , w a s  w o u n d e d  in  
th e  n eck .

I t  waB tw o  m o n th s  b e f o r e  P h il  w a s  fit  
f o r  d u t y  a g a in ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  t im e  th e  
s ie g e  w e n t  o n ,  a n d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  i t  t h e  
d e fe n c e s  o f  S e b a s to p o l  w e re  s t i l l  in ta c t ,  
a n d  th e  R u s s ia n  c o u r a g e  a n d  p h le g m  
w e re  s t i l l  u n s h a k e n .

B u t  d i r e c t ly  a f t e r w a r d s  c a m e  th e  f a 
t a l  a c t io n  o f  th e  T c h e r n a y a  R iv e r .  I t  
w a s  th e  l a s t  a t t e m p t  o f  th e  e n e m y  to  
r a is e  th e  s ie g e . D o w n  c a m e  t h e  R u s 
s ia n s , f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  s t r o n g ,  u p o n  th e  
F r e n c h  a n d  S a r d in ia n  p o s i t io n s ,  a n d  f o r  
m a n y  h o u r s  a  fu r io u s  b a t t le  r a g e d ,  th e  
R u s s ia n s  c h a r g in g  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  w ith  
s u lle n  b r a v e r y ,  a n d  t h e  F r e n c h m e n  f ig h t 
in g  in  g a la  s p ir it s ,  w ith  c h e e r s  a n d  ev e n  
la u g h t e r ;  th e  e n d  b e in g  o n c e  m o r e  th e  
r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  a s s a i la n ts ,  w ith  a  lo s s  o f  
n e a r ly  se v e n  th o u s a n d  m e n  t h is  t im e , 
a n d  m a n y  o ffic e r s .

T h e  v e r y  n e x t  d a y  th e  w o rd  w e n t  fo r t h ,  
a n d  -a ll o u r  b a t t e r ie s  b y  la n d  a n d  sea  
b e g a n  t o  p o u r  in  a  cea se lesB  a n d  m u r 
d e r o u s  fire . F o r  th r e e  d a y s  a n d  th r e e  
n ig h ts  th is  s to r m  o f  f ir e  a n d  ir o n  r a in e d  
u p o n  S e b a s to p o l ,  a n d , th o u g h  t h e  R u s 
s ia n s  b o r e  u p  w ith  t h e i r  o l d  s te a d in e s s , 
th e  h o p e s  o f  o u r  m e ii .ro se  as th e  h o u r s  
w e n t  b y .

T h e  p la c e  c o u ld  n o t  l o n g  e n d u r e  s u ch  
a  m u r d e r o u s  c a n n o n a d e .  N o  c it a d e l  
c o u ld  s ta n d  b e f o r e  it . E v e r y  d a y  th e  
B r i t is h  b a t t e r ie s  a lo n e  th r e w  s o m e  fo u r  
th o u s a n d  s h e lls  in t o  t h e  e n e m y ’ s w o r k s ;  
e v e r y  d a y  th e  w a lls  w e re  p o u n d e d  b y  
m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  th o u s a n d  s h o t , a n d  th e  
m u s k e t r y  f ire  f r o m  t h e  t r e n c h e s  b e c a m e  
a  p e r fe c t  h a i l .

T h e  R u s s ia n s  s u ffe r e d  f e a r fu l  lo s se s . I 
h a v e  h e a r d  i t  s a id  t h a t  a  th o u s a n d  o f  
th e m  fe l l  e v e r y  t w e n ty - fo u r  h o u r s .  T h e ir  
c a n n o n  w e re  d is m o u n te d , t h e i r  g u n n erB  
b lo w n  t o  a to m s , o r  c r u s h e d  b e n e a th  th e  
c a r r ia g e s  a n d  m a s o n r y .  A s  w e  p e e re d  
b e tw e e n  o u r  g a b io n s ,  o r  lo o k e d  d o w n  o n  
th e  fo rtre sB  fr o m  th e  C a th c a r t  H il l ,  w e 
sa w  th e  e a r th -w o r k s  c r u m b lin g ,  th e  g r e a t  
m a s s e s  o f  s to n e  r o l l in g  d o w n . W e  sa w  
th e  r o o fs  a n d  c h im n e y s  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  m e lt  
a n d  c o lla p s e ,  a n d  e v e r  a n d  a n o n  a  s tre a m  
o f  f la m e  s h o t  u p  t h r o u g h  a  c lo u d  o f  d e b 
r is  w ith  a  s u l le n  r o a r  a s  s o m e  m a g a z in e  
e x p lo d e d , s e n d in g  s c o r e s  o f  p o o r  c r e a 
tu r e s  to  t h e i r  l a s t  a c c o u n t .  I t  waB a w 
fu l,  h o r r ib le .  T h e  e a r t h  t r e m b le d ,  th e  
b a t t e r ie s  s h o o k , th e  w in d  w a s  h o t  w ith

T ^ H E  n ew est ’ thing In su g a r  
*  — a n d  t h e  b e s t — Is

this 5 -P o u n d  S e a le d  P a c k a g e  
of E x t r a  Granulated.
In this carton 5  pounds full 
w e i g h t  o f  C a n a d a ’ s  f i n e s t  
su g a r  c o m e s  to you fresh 
f r o m  th e  R e f i n e r y ,  a n d  
absolutely  free from an y  taint 

fo r  I m p u r i t y .  A s k  y o u r  
G r o c e r  f o r  t h e  
5 -P o u n d  P a c k a g e .

CANADA SUGAR REFINING 
COMPANY, LIMITED, MONTREAL.

th e  b r e a t h  o f  c o n f la g r a t io n  f r o m  th e  
to w n , a n d  th e  g r e a t  g u n s  b a n g e d  a n d  
c la n g e d  a n d  b e lo h e d  o u t  f ir e  a n d  d e a th , 
a n d  th e  s h r ie k in g  sh e lls  a n d  w h is t l in g  
b a l ls  r e n t  th e  s u lp h u r o u s  a ir ,  a n d  th r o u g h  
i t  a l l  th e  R u s s ia n s  k e p t  u p  a  d e s u lt o r y  
fire , a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e i r  d e a th  o n  w a ll  a n d  
p a r a p e t  w ith o u t  a  f lin c h  o r  m u r m u r .

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

T o  C l e a n  H a r d  F e l t  H a t s . — P r o 
c u r e  o n e  p i n t  o f  c h e a p  b e n z i n e ,  a n d  
t h e n ,  w i t h  a  p i e c e  o i  b l a c k  m a t e r i 
a l  d i p p e d  i n t o  i t ,  r u b  t h e  g r e a s e d  
p a r t  t i l l  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a n .  H a n g  
i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  
s m e l l .

A  f l o u r  d r e d g e r  w h i c h  c o s t s  no-, 
t h i n g  c a n  b e  m a d e  o f  a n  e m p t y j  
m u s t a r d  o r  c o c o a  t i n .  B o r e  a  n u m - i  
b e r  o f  s m a l l  h o l e s  in t h e  cover  and' 
i t  i s  r e a d y  f o r  u s e .

T o  g e t  r u s t  o f f  k e y s  and locks 
l e a v e  t h e m  to  s o a k ,  f o r  f o r t y - e i g h t  
h o u r s  a n d  t h e n  r u b  w e l l  w i t h  n e w s 
p a p e r .  S o a k i n g  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  may 
b e  n e c e s s a r y .

S a t e e n  c u s h i o n  c o v e r s  a r e  apt to  
l o s e  t h e i r  g l o s s  a f t e r  w a s h i n g .  A d d  
b o r a x  t o  t h e  f i n a l  r i n s i n g  w a t e r ,  
a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  s u r p r i s e d  w h a t  a , 
n i c e  g l o s s  w i l l  c o m e  w h e n  i r o n e d .

T a k e  A  S c o o p f u l  

O f  E a c h -  

S i d e  B y  S i d e

Take “ St. Lawrence”  
G ranulated in  o n e  
scoop—and any other 
sugar in the other.

Look at “ St. Law- 
rance”  S u g a r  — its  
perfect crystals — its 
pure, white sparkle—p u r e ,  w u iL c  —
its even grain. Test it point by point, ancf'-you 'will see that

A b s o l u t e l y
Best S u ^ a r

A b s o l u t e l y
P u r e

is one of the choicest sugars ever refined—with a standard of purity
that few sugars can boast. Try it in your home.

A n aly sis  show s, “ St. L a w ren ce  G ranulated”  to  b e  " 9 9  9 9 / 10 0  to  10 0 *
Pure Cane Sugar w ith  n o  im p u rities  w h a tev er”

“ Most every dealer sells St. Lawrence Sugar.”

ST. LAW RENCE SUGAR REFINERIES LIMITED. MONTREAL.
65 A. - j

What kind of a 
silo will yours 

be ? ~

W ood —or 
Concrete ?

I F you were to build two silos— one o f w ood, the other o f concrete— side by side, and 
then could see them as they will look after five years of service, you wouldn’ t have 
to think twice to decide which is the best material. In a few  years more there 

wouldn’ t be much o f the original wooden silo left— the repairing; you’ d have to do would be 
as troublesome and cost as much as the building o f an entirely new one. But the passage of 
five, ten, fifteen or even twenty years will make no difference to the hard-as-rock wall o f the 
concrete silo.

C O N C R E T E  S I L O S  L A S T  F O R E V E R
T  T  7IND, rain, fire and lightning are alike defied by eonerets. You need no insurance against its 
\ Y  destruction, because it cannot be destroyed. Concrete silos are best for another reason. The 

concrete keeps the ensilage at an even temperature, so that it “ cures”  better, and therefore contains 
more food-value for your stock,

YOU CAN BUILD ONE YOURSELF

N O matter whether you have ever used concrete or not, you can build a oonerete alio. Our book. 
"W h at the Farmer Can Do W ith Concrete," dives alt the Information you will need, not only 

about alios, but about scores o f other uses for  concrete on the farm. It Isn't a catalogue, nor an 
advertising circular. A handsome book of 180 pages, well Illustrated, and written for farm ers. It I s - 
free. Just send your narite and address on a postcard #r In a letter and the beok will be eent free 
by return mall.

Address Publicity Manager

Canada Cement Company Limited
008-854 Herald Building, Montreal

T A T H E I f  y o n  b u y  C e m e n t  b e  s u r e  
*  ih a i  th e  ' 'C a n a d a ”  l a b e l  i »  o n  

e v e r y  b a g  a n d  b a r r e l .  C om a d a ’a 
f a r  m e r e  h a v e  f o u n d  ii  i o  b e  th e  
b ea t.


