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T H E  W H I T E  L A D Y ;
OR, WHAT THE THRUSH SAID.-

C H A P T E B  V I .— (C o n t 'd )
He w a s  a  q u ie t  l i t t l e  fe l lo w ,  a n d  I  w a s  

g l a d  o f  h is  c o m p a n y . W e  s h a r e d  o u r  oop - 
pei'B w h ile  t h e y  la s t e d ,  a u d  w h e n  th e y  
w e re  s p e n t  w e  f o r a g e d  f o r  f o o d  b y  d a y  
a n d  slept, in  t h e  BtreetB b y  n ig h t .  S o m e 
t im e s  w e  g o t  a  b o x  t o  c a r r y ,  o r  a h o r s e  
t o  h o ld ,  a n d  e a r n e d  a  fe w  p e n c e  b y  th a t .  
B u t  b r e a d  w a s  d e a r , a n d  t im e s  w e re  h a r d ,  
a n d  w e  c o u ld  b a r e ly  k e e p  b o d y  a n d  b o u I  
t o g e t h e r .

I o o u ld  g e t  n o  w o rk .  T r a d e  was s la c k , 
m a n y  m e n  w e re  o u t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t ,  a n d  
m y  ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  a s  w e ll  a s  m y  
p r o v i n c ia l  d ia le c t ,  w e re  a g a in s t  m e . I  
B old m y  s p a r e  s h ir t ,  th e n  m y  w a is t c o a t ;  
th e n  I  s o ld  m y  n ew  b o o t s  a n d  b o u g h t  
s o m e  o ld  o n e s ,  n e t t in g  a s h i l l in g  o n  th e  
e x c h a n g e ,  b u t  a t  th e  e n d  o f  a  w e e k  w e 
w e re  a t  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  t e th e r ,  a n d  s t a r v a 
t io n  s t a r e d  u s  in  t h e  fa c e .

I t  w a s  a  F r id a y  n ig h t ,  w e t  a n d  d is m a l,  
a n d  a f t e r  m a n y  fr u it l e s s  e f fo r t s  t o  e a r n  
th e  p r i c e  o f  a  c r u s t ,  w e  s t o le  in t o  a  c o u r t  
O ff D r u r y  L a n e , a n d  w e n t  t o  s le e p  in  a  
d o o r w a y  w h ic h  a f fo r d e d  s o m e  s h e lt e r  f r o m  
t h e  r a in .

W h e n  I  a w o k e  in  t h e  m o r n in g  I  fo u n d  
m y s e lf  a lo n e .  H a r r y  h a d  g o n e ,  a n d  h a d  
p in n e d  t o  m y  o o a t  h is  n o te  o f  fa r e w e l l ,  
w r i t t e n  o n  a  b i t  o f  t h e  m a r g in  o f  a  n ew s
p a p e r .  T h e  n o te  s a id  s im p ly :

G o o d -b y e ;  I ’m  o f f .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e in g  
bo g o o d  t o  m e . L o o k  t o  y o u r s e l f .  I  w il l  
t r y  th e  r o a d .  K e e p  u p  y o u r  s p ir it s .— 
Y o u r s ,

H a r r y .
P.S.—If yen c a n ’t  h o ld  o u t ,  t r y  th e  

s o ld ie r s .

I t  w a s  u s e le s s  t o  l o o k  f o r  h im . H e  m ig h t  
b e  m ile s  a w a y  b y  th is .  I  w a lk e d  d o w n  
t o  t h e  d o c k  g a te s  a n d  t r ie d  f o r  a  j o b ; b u t  
t h e r e  w a s  a o r o w d , a n d  t h e  m e n  s h o u l
d e r e d  m e  o u t  o f  t h e i r  w a y , e a o h  o n e  t r y 
in g  t o  g e t  f ir s t ,  a n d  I  w a s  t o o  m is e r a b le  
t o  f ig h t . W h y  s h o u ld  I ?  W h a t  d id  it  
m a t t e r  P I  l e f t  t h e  d o c k s  a n d  w a n d e r e d  
a b o u t  t h e  s t r e e ts  t i l l  n ig h t f a l l ,  w h e n  I  
m a d e  m y  w a y  t o  th e  p o lio e -o f flc e  t o  ask  
f o r  a  t ic k e t  f o r  th e  c a s u a l  w a r d  a t  C lerk - 
e n w e l l jW o r k h o u s e ;  f o r  i t  w a s  r a in in g ,  a n d  
th e  w in d  w a s  c o ld ,  a n d  I  w a s  w e a r ie d  
o u t .

T h e re  w a s  a  s t r a n g e  m o b  o f  v a g r a n ts  
c a m p in g  r o u n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  th e  p o l ic e -  
o f fic e  w a it in g  f o r  t h e  d o o r s  t o  o p e n . I ,  
s a t  d o w n  o n  th e  p a v e m e n t  c lo s e  t o  a  m id 
d le -a g e d  w o m a n  in  a  r a g g e d  f r o o k  a n d  a  
d i r t y  r e d  sh a w l. S h e  w a s  a  s w a r t h y  w o 
m a n , h e r  s k in  ta n n e d  b y  l o n g  e x p o s u r e  
t o  t h e  w e a th e r . S he w o r e  n o  b o n n e t ,  a n d  
w a s  s m o k in g  a  s h o r t  b la c k  p ip e .  I  
w a t ch e d  h e r  f o r  s o m e  t im e , a n d  t h o u g h t  
w h a t  a  b o ld ,  h a r d ,  w ic k e d  fa c e  sh e  h a d , 
a n d  a t  le n g t h ,  m o r e  f r o m  o u r io s i t y  t o  
h e a r  h e r  s p e a k  t h a n  f r o m  a n y  d e s ir e  f o r  
in fo r m a t io n ,  I  v e n tu r e d  t o  a sk  h e r  a  q u e s 
t i o n  a b o u t  th e  t ic k e t s .

She t u r n e d  u p o n  m e  w ith  a  s c o w l , w h ic h  
g r a d u a l l y  m e lt e d  a w a y , a s  sh e  l o o k e d  a t  
m e , a n d  a t  la s t  s a id , n o t  u n k in d ly ,  " W h a t  
d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  f o r ,  b o y ?  Y o u ’ r e  n o t  
g o in g  t o  C le r k e n w e ll,  a r e  y o u ? ”

I  s a id  I  w a s . S h e  s a t  s m o k in g  f o r  a  
fe w  m in u te s , th e n  t o o k  h e r  p ip e  f r o m  
h e r  l ip s ,  a n d  s t r o k in g  h e r  o h in  w ith  h e r  
g r e a t  b r o w n  h a n d , s a id , v e r y  m u c h  t o  
m y  s u r p r is e ,  " Y o u  m u s t n 't ;  n o , y o u  
m u s t n ’t. Y o u ’r e  o n ly  a  b o y ,  a n d  n o t  u se d  
t o  n o  k in d  o ’ w ic k e d n e s s , I  c a n  see. D o n ’t  
y o u  g o , b o y ;  d o n ’t  y o u  g o . ”

" I  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  p la c e  t o  s le e p ,”  I  sa id . 
S h e  B h ook h e r  h e a d . “ S leep  in  th e  

s t r e e t s ;  b o y ,  s le e p  o n  th e  b r id g e s ;  a n y 
w h e re  b u t  th e r e .  I t ’ s t h e  w o r s t  w ork , 
h o u s e  in  a l l  L o n d o n . N o , y o u  m u s tn 't  
g o . ”

" B u t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g , ”  I  h in te d .
T h e  w o m a n  la u g h e d . “ O h , m e ,”  sh e  sa id . 

" I t ’s g o o d  e n o u g h  f o r  m e . B u t  y o u  a re  
d i f fe r e n t .  A h , d o n ’t  b e  s t u b b o r n .  T a k e  
a n  o l d  w o m a n 's  a d v ic e .  I t ’s  a  c r u e l  p la c e .  
D o n ’ t  g o ,  d o n ’t  g o . ”

" I ’ m  n o t  a  c h i ld ,”  I  sa id .
S h e  la u g h e d  a g a in ,  n o t  p le a s a n t ly ,  a n d  

a n s w e r e d , " Y o u  k n o w  n o t h in ’ , n o t h in ’ . I  
k n o w  i t  a l l .  B e e n  t h r o u g h  i t  a l l . ”

T h e n , v e r y  e a r n e s t ly ,  sh e  c o n t in u e d ,  
l e a n in g  c lo s e r  t o  m e ;  “ B e  a d v is e d  n ow . 
B e  t o ld .  I  k n o w  th e s e  p la c e s ;  a n d  I ’v e  
h a d  so n s  o f  m e  o w n . D o n ’t  g o ,  d o n ’ t  g o .  
D ’y e  h e a r ? ”

I  r o s e  u p  w e a r i ly  f r o m  th e  p a v e m e n t . 
“ I  w il l  t a k e  y o u r  a d v ic e ,”  I  sa id .

S h e  n o d d e d , a n d  p u t  th e  p ip e  b a c k  in  
h e r  m o u th . “ G o o d ,”  Bhe s a id , “ g o o d  b o y .  
N o w  y o u ’r e  t a lk in ’ , "  a n d  tu r n e d  h e r  a t 
t e n t io n  a n o th e r  w a y .

I  w a n d e r e d  t h r o u g h  th e  m u d  a n d  r a in  
a s  f a r  a s  L o n d o n  B r id g e ,  T h e n , b e in g  w et 
a n d  c o ld ,  I  tu r n e d  in t o  o n e  o f  th e  r e c e s 
ses , a n d  w a s  a b o u t  to  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  
a  c o r n e r  w h e n , r e a c h in g  o u t  m y  h a n d , I  
f e lt  i t  p u s h e d  a w a y , a n d  a  g i r l ’s v o ic e  
sa id , “ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t ?  F in d  a  p la c e  
o f  y o u r  o w n ."

I  tu r n e d  a w a y , b u t  a s  I  l e f t  th e  r e ce s s  
lo o k e d  b a c k ,  a n d  s a w  a  y o u n g  g i r l  s i t 
t in g  u p  a g a in s t  th e  w a ll  o f  th e  b r id g e  
l o o k in g  a t  m e. S h e  w a s  t h i n ly  c la d ,  b a r e 
h e a d e d , a n d  w it h o u t  s h a w l. T h e  r a in  w a s 
f a l l in g  s t e a d i ly ,  a n d  th e  e a s t  w in d  w a s 
c h i l l y  e n o u g h  f o r  M a rch . I t  w a s  n o  w o n 
d e r , t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  s h iv e r e d  a n d  h u d 
d le d  h e r s e l f  t o g e t h e r  in  h e r  d is m a l  c o r n e r .

I  l e f t  h e r  a n d  c r o s s e d  th e  b r id g e ,  b u t  
th e  w a n  fa c e ,  so  -b in .  so v e r y  y o u n g , 
s e e m e d  c o n s t a n t ly  b i .f o r e  m y  e y e s , a n d  I  
r e t u r n e d  a n d  s p o k e  t o  h e r . /

" W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o ;n g  t h e r e ? ”  I  aB ked. 
S h e  a n s w e r e d  m y  q u e s t io n  b y  a s k in g  

a n o th e r — " W h o  *,re y o u ? "
“ A n  o u t c a s t ,  l ik e  y o u r s e l f , "  I  sa id .
S h e  s t o o d  u p , a n d  c o m in g  c lo s e  t o  m e , 

l o o k e d  f e a r le s s ly  in  m y  fa c e .  "I Bee,”  sh e  
t a i d ;  “ y o u ’r e  l o d g i n g  o n  th e  w ro n g  s id e  
o f  th e  d o o r .  H a v e  y o u  g o t  a  b i t  o f  b r e a d  
a b o u t  y o u ? ’ ’

I  s h o o k  m y  h e a d . T h e  g i r l ,  w ith  a  s h iv e r  
a n d  a  Blgh, t u r n e d  a w a y  a n d  s a t  d o w n  
ftg a in  In h e r  o o r n e r .  “ W e l l , ”  sh e  sa id , 
" b l o o d ’s w a r m , o h u m m y ; c o m e  a n d  s it  
a s id e  o ’ m e .”

I  s a t  b e s id e  h e r , p u t t in g  m y  a r m s  a r o u n d  
Jier, a n d  sh e  n e s t le d  a g a in s t  m y  s h o u ld e r , 
a n d  w e w e re  f r ie n d s  d ir e c t ly .  S h e  w as 
a n  a f fe c t io n a t e  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e ,  a n d  aa 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  m y  c o m p a n y  aB I  w a s  fo r  
h e r s . L e a n in g  h e r  w et h a i r  a g a in s t  m y  
b r e a s t ,  a n d  h o ld in g  m y  r ig h t  h a n d  iV ing- 
jn g ly  In h e r  c o ld ,  d a m p  fln jrers, sh e  t o ld  
line, In  t h e  p la in t iv e  E a s t -L o n d o n  to n e , 
t h e  h is t o r y  o f  h e r  y o u n g  u n h a p p y  l i fe .

I  w a *  t o u c h e d  t o  t h e  q u io k , a n d  f e lt  as 
t h o u g h  I  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  m y  l i f e  m o s t  
C h e e r fu l ly  t o  Bave h e r  f r o m  th e  te n d e r  
in e r c ie s  o f  t h a t  c r u e l  o ity .  B u t  I  w a s  
b e n n lle s s ,  f r i e n d le s s :  I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  h e r .
I  could only oom fort her. I  put m yself 
between her and the wind. I  tied  my 
neckerchief over her head, and holding 
her olose to me used all the words o f 
sym pathy and kindness which such an

In  a oity o f  three m illion Christians that 
poor g irl was fam ishing for on* little 
m orsel o f  human sym pathy.

Two days after I  and flve other plaoes 
o f  tooial drift-wood were looked up in a 
eattle-van on the South-Western Hallway 
and bundled off to D evonport to  Join the 
South Munster Regiment.

We reached barraoks about six in the 
evening, and were taken before the ser
geant-m ajor, who eyed us disparagingly, 
asked which prison we had escaped from, 
and told the orderly to "M arch ’em to the 
tramp-ward and lend ’em a long scrubber 
and some sand till they clane themselves.’’ 

The reoeiving-room, o r  tram p ward, as 
the sergeant-m ajor called it, was very 
dull, and I  soon beoarae so m elanoholy 
that I  could not bear to rem ain alone. I 
therefore walked out into the lines, and 
hearing loud shouts o f laughter and a 
noisy babel o f  talk proceeding from  a 
square brick house o f one storey, I  ap
proached and found it was the canteen.

I went in. About a hundred soldiers, all 
. ,, T , ,  , , dressed in shell jackets and the hideous

Kilm arnock caps, were lounging on  forms
bo sh e  f e l l  a s le e p , a n d  s le p t  f o r  h o u r s  in  
th e  w in d  a n d  r a in ,  w h ite  I  Bat w a t c h in g  
h e r  a n d  w o n d e r in g  h o w  in  w e a lt h y  L o n - 
f o n  s u ch  th in g s  m ig h t  be .
^ V e r y  e a r ly  in  th e  m o r n in g  th e  m a r k e t  
c a r t s  b e g a n  t o  r u m b le  o v e r  th e  b r id g e .  
T h e  c h i ld -w o m a n  a w o k e , a n d  l o o k e d  a t  
m e  w ith  a  sm ile .

“ W e  m u s t  g o , ”  sh e  s a id ;  " e a r l y  r is in ' 
a n ’ la t e  b r e a k fa s t s  is  t h e  r u le  in  th is  
h o t e l . "  S h e  g o t  u p  s h iv e r in g ,  a n d  t r ie d  
to  s t r a ig h te n  h e r  h a i r  w ith  h e r  f in g e rs .

" W h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o i n g ? "  I  a sk e d .
" W it h  y o u , i f  y o u  l ik e , "  sh e  s a id ;  " n e i 

th e r  o f  u s  h a s  n o t h i n ';  a n d  w e m ig h t  as 
w e ll  s h a r e ."

I  s h o o k  m y  h e a d . " N o , ”  s a id  I ,  " n o t  
th a t .  L e t  m e  see i f  I  c a n  g e t  a  fe w  c o p 
p e r s  f o r  y o u . "

" Y o u ’ re  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g iv e  m e  th e  s l ip ? "  
sh e  sa id .

" N o . "
" I ’ m  n o t h in g  t o  n o b o d y ,  I  a in ’t , "  she 

s a id , h e r  e y e s  f i l l in g  w ith  t e a r s ;  " b u t  y o u  
w o n 't  le a v e  a  p o o r  g i r l  a l l  a lo n e ,  w il l  
y o u ,  c h u m m y ? "

I  s a id  I  w o u ld  c o m e  b a c k  i f  I  w an a liv e . 
S h e  g a v e  m e  h e r  h a n d  th e n , a n d  I  b e n t  
d o w n  a n d  k is s e d  h e r . I  h a d  n e v e r  k is s e d  
a  w o m a n  b e fo r e .  A n d , b id d in g  h e r  c h e e r  
u p , I  s e t  o f f  a c r o s s  t h e  b r id g e .

W h e n  I  h a d  g o n e  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  o r  
so  I  h e a r d  a  w h is t le , a n d  l o o k in g  b a c k  
s a w  th e  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e  s t a n d in g  o n  th e  
s e a t  o f  th e  b r id g e  w a v in g  m y  n e c k e r c h ie f  
a s  a  s ig n a l  o f  fa r e w e ll .

A n d  th e n , t h in k in g  o f  m y  s is te r , w h o  
h a d  b e e n  a  m o t h e r  t o  m e— G o d  b le s s  h e r  
—I  w e n t  d o w n  t o  th e  T o w e r  G a te s  a n d  e n 
l is t e d  f o r  a  s o ld ie r .

A n d  so  p o o r  C a r r ie  g o t  a  s p le n d id  s h il
l in g .

C H A P T E R  V I I .

I  h a d  n o t  t h e  h e a r t  t o  t e l l  p o o r  C a rr ie  
w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e , o r  t h a t  I  w a s  g o in g  
a w a y  fr o m  h e r  f o r  g o o d .  I  g a v e  h e r  th e  
c h i l l in g ,  a n d  s a y in g  I  h a d  s o m e  w o rk  to  
d o , a n d  w o u ld  m e e t  h e r  in  th e  e v e n in g ,  
b a d e  h e r  g o o d -b y e .  S h e  s t o o d  a t  th e  e n d  
o f  th e  b r id g e ,  a  l i t t l e  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  
c r o w d , w ith  th e  s h i l l in g  c la B p ed  i n . h e r  
h a n d , a n d  h e r  e y e s  f ix ed  u p o n  m e  w ith  a 
B tra n g e ly  w is t fu l  lo o k ,  as sh e  e c h o e d  m y  
" g o o d - b y e , "  a n d  th e n  t h e  g r e a t  h u m a n  
r iv e r  s w a llo w e d  h e r  u p  a n d  I  s a w  h e r  n o  
m o re .

B u t  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  h e r  e y 6 s  h a u n te d  
m e, a n d  m y  h e a r t  a c h e d  a t  th e  r e c o l l e c 
t io n .  I t  w a s  a  s t r a n g e  lo o k ,  a n d  h a d  in  
i t  s o m e th in g  m o r e  t h a n  sa d n e s s . I  k n o w  
n o w  w h a t  I  o n l y  d im ly  im a g in e d  th e n , 
th a t  in  th e  g lo o m y  w o r ld  o f  p o v e r t y  th e r e  
a re  so  m a n y  s o u ls  s ta r v e d  t o  d e a t h  f o r  
la c k  o f  lo v e  a s  b o d ie s  f o r  l a c k  o f  fo o d .

r o u n d  a  b ig ,  lo w -r o o fe d  r o o m . M oat o f  
th e m  w e re  s m o k in g  s h o r t  c la y  p ip e s ,  a n d  
a l l  o f  th e m  w e re  d r in k in g  b e e r  o u t  o f  
p e w te r  p o ts .

T h e  n o is e  w a s  d e a fe n in g .  S o m e  w e re  
B in g in g , s o m e  t a lk in g ,  o r  r a t h e r  s h o u t in g ,  
o n e  w a s  p la y in g  o n  a  t in  w h is t le , a n d  in  
th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  c r o w d , w h e r e  a  r in g  
h a d  b e e n  c le a r e d ,  t w o  m e n , s t r ip p e d  t o  
th e  w a is t , w e re  f e n c in g  w ith  s in g le -s t ic k s .

T h e y  w e re  b o th  b i g  a n d  p o w e r fu l  m e n , 
a n d  w e ll  m a tc h e d .  T h e y  f o u g h t  .w ith  a 
k in d  o f  s a v a g e  g o o d  h u m o r ,  g i v in g  a n d  
t a k in g  v e r y  se v e r e  h i t s  w it h o u t  w in c in g ,  
a n d  a l l  th e  w h ile  k e e p in g  u p  a g r e a t  
s t a m p in g  a n d  l a u g h in g ,  m ix e d  w ith  v o l 
le y s  o f  t h e  m o s t  h o r r ib le  im p r e o a t io n s .  
O n e o f  th e m  h a d  a  g r e a t  c u t  acrosB  th e  
n ose , a n d  a n o t h e r  ju s t  a t  t h e  p a r t in g  o f  
h is  h a i r ,  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e  b lo o d  w a s  t r i c k 
l in g .  H is  o p p o n e n t ’s r ig h t  a r m  w a s  .re d  
a n d  s w o lle n , a n d  a c r o s s  h is  f a c e  w ere  tw o  
b r o a d  p u r p le  w e a ls  e d g e d  w ith  c r im s o n , 
w h ic h , a d d e d  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a d  o n ly  
o n e  e y e ,  a n d  t h a t  h is  t e e th  w e re  la r g e  a n d  
p r o m in e n t ,  g a v e  h im  a  v e r y  t e r r ib le  a p 
p e a r a n ce .

H e w a s  e v id e n t ly  a  f a v o r i t e  w ith  th e  
c r o w d , w h o  c h e e r e d  h i n f  c o n t in u a l ly ,  c a l l 
in g  t o  h im  b y  h is  s ic k n a m e  o f  " B l o o d  a n ' 
O u n s ,"  t o  " p a l e  th e  h o id e  a f f  h i m ,"  a n d  
t o  " m a k e  h im  s m e ll  t im b e r .”  B u t  o n c e ,  
w h e n  th e  o t h e r  m a n  g o t  in  a  s h a r p  c u t  
o n  th e  e a r ,  th e r e  a r o s e  a  c r y  o f  " W e ll  
h it ,  B u s th e r , s u r e  h e ’ s n o  g u a r d  a t  a l l . ”  
T o  w h ic h  “ B lo o d  a n ’ O u n s ”  r e p l ie d ,  w ith  
m a n y  o a t h s ,  “ T h ru e  f o r  y e z , B a n E h ee, d a r -  
l in ',  b u t  w a it  t i l l  I ’ m  a f t h e r  p u t t in ’ a 
n e w  m o u th  a n  t h e  r o o f  a v  h im , a n ’ i t ’ s 
th e  d a c e n t  b a t in  I ’ l l  g iv e  y e z ,”  a n d  a t 
t h a t  in s t a n t  “ B u s te r "  r e c e iv e d  a  t e r r i f ic  
c u t  o n  th e  n ose , a n d  in  th e  r e t u r n  b r o k e  
h is  s t ic k  a c r o s s  h is  o p p o n e n t ’ s sk u ll .

T h is  e n d e d  t h e  b o u t ,  a n d  th e  t w o  c o m 
b a t a n ts ,  la u g h in g ,  s w e a r in g  a n d  w ip in g  
th e  b lo o d  f r o m  t h e i r  fa c e s , m a d e  t h e ir  
w a y  t o  th e  c o u n t e r  a n d  c a l le d  f o r  h a l f  a  
g a l l o n  o f  p o r t e r ,  w h ic h  w a s  s e r v e d  in  a  
t in  c a n , f r o m  w h ic h  t h e y  d r a n k  in  tu r n s .

A s  f o r  m e , I  h a d  se e n  e n o u g h , a n d  w a s 
m a k in g  m y  w a y  t o  t h e  d o o r ,  w h e n  a  h a n d  
w a s  l a id  u p o n  m y  s h o u ld e r .  I  t u r n e d  a n d  
sa w  “ B lo o d  a n d  O u n s ”  s t a n d in g  b e fo r e  
m e .

“ H o u ld  o n  th e r e ,  ’c r u i t y , ”  s a id  h e ;  " y e z  
b e la n g s  t o  u s  n o w , a n d ’ l l  b e  a f t h e r  de- 
s o r ir in ' t o  p a y  y e r e  f o o t i n ’ o u t  o ’ y e r e  
b o u n ty ,  a v i c k .”

I  w e n t  b a c k  t o  th e  c o u n t e r  a n d  p a id  
f o r  h a l f  a  g a l lo n  o f  b e e r , w h ic h  w a s  h a n d 
e d  r o u n d  a m o n g s t  th e  d o z e n  m e n  w h o  h a d  
fo l lo w e d  m e.

“ B lo o d  a n d  'O jin g ,”  o r ,  t o  g iv e  h im  h is  
c o r r e c t  n a m e , D e n n is  C a a s id y , d r a n k  first. 

“ W h a t ’ s y e r e  n a m e , ’o r u i t y ? ”  h e  a sk eil. 
I  s a id , " W il l ia m  H o m e r .”
" B e d a d ,  t h in , ”  s a id  h e , “ w e ’l l  j i s t  c h r is 

te n  y e z  th e  P i lg r im  f o r  y e r e  d is t in g u is h e d  
a i r  o ’ m is e r y .  H a v e  y e z  b r o u g h t  y e r e  
h a n d s  w id  y e P ”

" I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  m e a n ,”  I  sa id . 
“ M a n e , is itP ”  s a id  D e n n is , " I  m a n e  th e  

u s e  a v  t h im , a n ’ i t ’ s m ig h t y  g r e e n  y e z  
a re . B u t  th is  is a n  O ir ^ h  r id g im e n t ,  a n d  
y e ’l l  j i s t  'a v e  t o  f o ig h t  o r  t u r n  t a i l o r . ”

I  s a id  I  w a s  n o  f ig h t in g  m a n , u p on  
w h ic h  D en n iB  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s  c o n 
te m p t u o u s ly ,  a n d  s a y in g ,  “ T h in  p la z e  G od  
y e z  n e e d s  b e  a g o o d  r u n n e r ,”  tu r n e d  a n d  
s h o u te d  t o  a t a l l  y o u n g  fe llo w  a t  th e  
o t h e r  e n d  o f  th e  r o o m , “ M ic k y , M ic k y , y e  
d iv i l ,  c o m e  h e r e  a v ic k ,  a n d  m a k e  th e  w e l
c o m e  t o  th is  ’c r u i t y . ”

T h e  y o u n g  s o ld ie r ,  w ith  a  b r o a d ,  g o o d - 
h u m o r e d  s m ile  o n  h is  fa c e ,  c a m e  o v e r  to  
m e  a n d  h e ld  o u t  h is  h a n d . " G o d  sa v e  
y e z , 'c r u i t y , ”  h e  s a id , " a n d  th e  d iv i l  m a k e  
y e z  w e lc o m e ."

I  s h o o k  h a n d s  w ith  h im , a n d  th e  n ex t 
in s t a n t  r e c e iv e d  a  s h a r p  b o x  o n  t h e  e a r  

D e n n is  a t  o n c e  e lb o w e d  hiB w a y  in t o  th e  
c e n t r e  o f  th e  r o o m . “ A  r in g ,  b o y s ,  a 
r i n g ! ”  h e  c r ie d , a n d  b e fo r e  I  k n e w  w h at 
w a s  g o in g  o n  I  fo u n d  m y s e l f  s i t t in g  on  
B u s te r ’ s k n e e , w h ile  th e  y o u n g  I r is h m a n  
s a t  o p p o s i t e  t o  m e  o n  t h e  k n e e  o f  D e n n is  
B m ilin g  p le a s a n t ly ,  as i f  t h e  w h o le  th in g  
w a s  a  jo k e .  A s , in d e e d  i t  w a s  t o  th e  
S o u th  M u n s te r  m en .

I  h a d  n o  w ie h  t o  f ig h t , b u t  I  o o u ld  n o t  
e s c a p e . I  s t o o d  u p  s u lk i ly  a n d  d e fe n d e d  
m y s e lf  w it h o u t  s t r ik in g  b a c k  f o r  som e 
m in u te s , b u t  a  o o u p le  o f  n a s t y  b lo w s  in  
th e  fa c e  a n d  th e  je e r s  o f  t h e  o n lo o k e r s  a t 
m y  s u p p o s e d  c o w a r d ic e  r o u s e d  m y  a n g e r , 
a n d  I  m a d e  a su d d e n  ru s h , h i t  o u t  v i c 
i o u s ly ,  a n d  s e n t  m y  o p p o n e n t  d o w n  w ith  
a  h e a v y  b lo w  o n  th e  te m p le .

I m a g in e  m y  s u r p r is e  w h e n  h e  ju m p e d

up laugh ingly  and called  out, “ W ell h iV  
'cruity, give us yere m itten,”  and the 
other men applauded, and breaking up 
the ring, came crow ding round me with 
hearty congratulations.

"Y e 'll do, boy, ye 'll do,”  said Dennis; 
" i f  ye ’ll only look  m ore pleasant ye’ll be 
a jool, and make it a rale trate for  a 
oomrade to foight wid yez.”

B u t  w h e n  T? r e fu s e d  t o  d r in k  w ith  th e m  
t h e y  w e re  f a i r l y  a s to n is h e d ,  a n d  I  l e f t  
f iu s t e r  a n d  D e n n is  s t a n 4 in g  w ith  o p e n  
m o u th s , a n d  y o u n g  M ic k y  l o o k in g  o n  w ith  
a n  e x p r e s s io n  w h ic h  s a id  p la i n ly  t h a t  h e  
w a s  d e c e iv e d  in  m e .

A f t e r  th is  I  w e n t  n o  m o r e  t o  t h e  c a n 
te e n , b u t  s a t  in  m y  o w n  o o r n e r  o f  a n  e v 
e n in g  a n d  m o p e d  d is m a lly .  I n  t h e  d a y 
t im e  I  w a s  k e p t  w e ll  e m p lo y e d  a t  d r i l l .  
T h e  d r i l l  w a s  a lm o s t  in c e s s a n t ,  a n d  th e  
d r i l l  in s t r u c t o r s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  w e re  
b r u t a l  b u l l ie s .  I  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  a r m y  is 
m u c h  a l t e r e d  s in c e  m y  t im e . I  a m  g la d  
o f  i t ;  th e r e  w a s  a b u n d a n t  r o o m  f o r  im 
p r o v e m e n t .

C H A P T E B  V I I I .

T h e  w o r s t  o f  a l l  th e  in s t r u c t o r s  w a s  an  
E n g lis h  c o r p o r a l  n a m e d  B a te s .  I  c o n c e iv 
e d  a n  in te n s e  h a t r e d  f o r  t h i s  f e l l o w  a t  
f ir s t  s ig h t ,  a n d  h e  r e t u r n e d  it .  I  o o u ld  d o  
n o t h in g  r i g h t  f o r  h im , a n d  a s  h e  g e n e r 
a l ly  d r i l le d  m y  B quad, h e  m a n a g e d  to  
m a k e  m y  l i f e  m o r e  m is e r a b le  th a n  e v e r . 
Y e t  I  w a s  s o  m e la n c h o ly  a n d  t o o k  su oh  
B m all h e e d  o f  w h a t  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  m e  th a t  
I  n e v e r  r e b e l le d  a g a in s t  h is  t y r a n n y  n o r  
re s e n te d  h is  in s u lts ,  u n t i l  o n e  a f t e r n o o n  
w h en , h a v in g  e x h a u s te d  a l l  h is  s t o c k  o f  
p r o f a n i t y ,  h e  s u d d e n ly  r u s h e d  u p  t o  m e  
a n d  s a i d :

" Y o u - b l o c k h e a d !  I f  y o u r  s is t e r  h a d  n o  
m o r e  se n se  th a n  y o u  ”

H e  n e v e r  f in is h e d  th e  se n te n c e . W ith o u t  
a  t h o u g h t  o f  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  I  s t r u c k  
h im , ju s t  a s  I  h a d  s t r u c k  B la c k  J a c k ,  a n d  
h e  f e l l  in  a  h e a p  u p o n  t h e  g r a v e l .

T h e re  w a s  a  la n c e -c o r p o r a l  n a m e d  E n 
n is  a c t in g  a s  a s s is ta n t  in s t r u c t o r ,  a n d  
th is  m a n , s e e in g  hiB s u p e r io r  a t ta c k e d ,  
c a l le d  o u t  t o  t h e  m e n  o f  th e  s q u a d  t o
se ize  m e . B u t  m y  b lo o d  w a s  u p . I  t r ip p e d
o n e  m a n , k n o c k e d  a n o t h e r  d o w n , a n d  r a n  
a c r o s s  th e  p a r a d e  a n d  t h r o u g h  th e  s id e  
g a t e  in t o  th e  r o a d ,  w ith  a  d o z e n  r e c r u it s  
a t  m y  h e e ls .

I t  w a s  a  s te e p  r o a d ,  a n d  a t  th e  h e a d  
o f  i t  s t o o d  a  s e n t r y .  A s  I  a p p r o a c h e d  h e  
c a m e  t o  th e  c h a r g e ,  a n d  c a l le d  u p o n  m e 
t o  h a l t .  I  m a d e  a  su d d e n  t u r n ,  v a u lt e d
th e  w a ll  in t o  a  fie ld , a n d  g o t  in t o  th e
h ig h -r o a d  l e a d in g  t o w a r d s  S a lta s h .

H e re  I  h a d  a  s t r a ig h t  r u n  w ith  a  c le a r  
f r o n t ,  a n d  b e h in d  m e, a t  a  d is t a n c e  o f  
a b o u t  f i f t y  y a r d s ,  t h e  la n c e -c o r p o r a l  a n d  
m e n  o f  m y  s q u a d . F o r  a  t im e  m y  p u r 
su e rs  k e p t  w e ll  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a in t a in e d  
a  g o o d  s p e e d ;  b u t  a f t e r  g o i n g  a b o u t  h a l f  
a  m ile  I  lo o k e d  b a c k  a n d  s a w  t h a t  o n ly  
tw o  o f  th e m  w e re  l ik e ly  t o  g iv e  m e  a n y  
t r o u b le .  T h e se  w e re  t w o  b r o t h e r s  n a m e d  
D a ly .  T h e y  w e re  a b o u t  th e  s a m e  d is 
ta n c e  b e h in d  m e , a n d  w e re  c o m in g  o n  a t  
a  s te a d y , s w in g in g  p a c e  l ik e  p r a c t is e d  
ru n n e r s .

I  d e c id e d  t o  t r y ,  f ir s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  m a k e  th e  
p a c e  t o o  h o t  f o r  th e m , a n d  f a i l i n g  th a t ,  
t o  p u m p  th e m  o u t  a s  m u c h  a s  I  c o u ld ,  a n d  
th e n  tu r n  s u d d e n ly  a n d  a t t a c k  th e m . A c 
c o r d in g ly  I  p u t  o n  a  s p u r t  f o r  a  h u n -

SIMPLIFY
YOUR COOKING

Much o f  the pleasures o f  lM6c Is lost/ 
in the w orry o f  preparing meals. Bovril1 
in the hands ot a resourceful wom an 
solves the pr<tl«m . Bovril stirred,
sim ply into hot water and flavored tcf 
taste makes an excellent bouillon* 
Meats reheated have their orig in a l 
flavor restored and enhanced by a little  
B ovril. B ovril Sandwiches are M  
constant demand by  old  and young/ 
especially by children. Bovril Tear- 
hot or  cold—can be »erred at any timer 
with crackers, and as a last thing at 
night to  induce sound Jeep , hot Bovril 
is unequalled.
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d r e d  y a r d s ,  a n d  th e n  l o o k e d  r o u n d  a g a t f l j  
T h e y  h a d  n o t  r e s p o n d e d . I  h i d  g a in e d  
u p o n  th e m , b u t  t h e y  w e re  s t i l l  r u n n in g  
w ith  t h e  s a m e  s t e a d y ,  b u s in e s s - l ik e  s tr id e s  
T h e y  m e a n t  s t a y in g .

T h e  r o a d  d ip p e d  a t  t h is  p o in t ,  r u n n in g  
t h r o u g h  a  t h i c k  w o o d , w h e r e  th e  b ird fl 
w e re  s in g in g  a n d  w h e r e  I  o o u ld  see  t h «  
w ild  f lo w e rs  g le a m in g  a m o n g s t  th e  tree jf 
a s  I  p a s s e d  th e m . A g a in  I  q u io k e n e d  m y1 
p a c e , a n d  a g a in  I  l o o k e d  r o u n d , a n d  Bai/, 
t h e  b r o t h e r s  c o m in g  o n  s t e a d i ly ,  sh ou ld er i 
t o  s h o u ld e r .  I f  I  c o u ld  o n ly  p u t  la n t f  
e n o u g h  b e t w ix t  u s  I  m ig h t  s l ip  t h e m  y e t .1

A t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  th e  h i l l  w a s  a  l i t t l e  
h a m le t ,  w ith  a n  in n  o n  t h e  r ig h t -h a n d  
s id e  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h is  in n  a 
g r o u p  o f  o o u n t r y m e n  s a t  o n  b e n c h e s  
d r in k in g .  A s  I  c a m e  u p  a t  r a c in g  sp e e d  
t h e y  r o s e , a n d  o n e  o f  th e m  r a n  in t o  th a  
m id d le  o f  th e  w a y  t o  s to p  m e . I  m a d e  as  
i f  I  w o u ld  p a s s  h im  o n  th e  l e f t ;  b u t  as  
h e  r e a c h e d  o u t  h is  a r m  I  d o u b le d  th e  
o t h e r  w a y , a n d  c a t c h in g  h im  o f f  h is  b a i -  
a n o e , p u s h e d  h im  in t o  t h e  d u s t . H is  c o m 
p a n io n s  b u r s t  in t o  a  h o a r s e  la u g h ,  a n d  
h e  g o t  u p  a n d  s h o o k  th e  d i r t  o f f  h is  
c lo th e s ,  b u t  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  f o l l o w  
m e. A n d  I  r a n  o n  w it h o u t  lo o k in g  b a c k  
f o r  a  g o o d  q u a r t e r  o f  a n  h o u r .

W h e n  I  d id  l o o k  b a c k  th e  D a ly s  w e re  
n e a r ly  h a l f  a  m ile  b e h in d ,  b u t  B till c o m 
in g  o n  a t  th e  g a m e  r a te .  A h e a d  o f  m e  
th e  r o a d  r a n  n e a r ly  B tra ig h t , b u t  as  th e  
c o t ta g e s  a n d  g a r d e n s  w e re  g e t t in g  m o r e  
n u m e r o u s  a lo n g  i t s  e d g e s , I  c o n c lu d e d  I  
m u o t  b e  n e a r in g  a  v i l la g e .  I  t h e r e fo r e  
tu r n e d  o f f  a lo n g  a  n a r r o w e r  r o a d  w h io h  
b r a n c h e d  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  a t  m y  
b e s t  p a c e  f o r  a  g o o d  m ile .

I  w a s  s t i l l  r u n n in g  a t  m y  t o p  s p e e d , a n d  
h a d  a  n a s t y  s t it c h  c o m in g  in  m y  s id e , 
w h e n  th e r e  s u d e n ly  a p p e a r e d  f r o m  a  b y 
w a y  a  b u t c h e r -b o y  d r iv in g  r a p id l y  in  a 
l i g h t  c a r t  d r a w n  b y  a  B tron g  m a r e .

I  d r o p p e d  in t o  a  w a lk  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  a s  
th e  c a r t  o a m e  u p  w ith  m e  c a l le d  u p o r j 
th e  b o y  t o  s to p . H e  r e in e d f  u p , a n d  a s k e d  
m e  B h a rp ly  w h a t  I  w a n te d .

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

rT lHE newest thing In sugar 
*  — and the b e s t— is

this 5-Pound Sealed Package 
of Extra Granulated.
In this carton 5 pounds full 
w eight of Canada’ s finest 
sugar comes to you fresh 
from  the R efinery, and 
absolutely free from any taint 
or im purity. Ask your 
G r o c e r  f o r  the 
5-Pound Package.
C A N A D A  S U G A R  R E F IN IN G  
COMPANY, LIMITED, MONTREAL.

Which kind of a culvert 
does your waggon cross ?
D O E S  t h e  r o a d  y o u u s e  p a s s  o v e r  r ic k e ty ,  

d a n g e r o u s  w o o d e n  c u lv e r ts ,  t h a t  a r e  c o n 

s ta n tly  in  n e e d  o f  r e p a irs  a n d  o f te n  w a s h e d  

a w a y  e n t ir e ly  ? O r  is  i t  c a r r ie d  s a fe ly  a c r o s s  t h e  lo w  

p la c e s  b y  m o d e r n ,  ev erlastin g ; c u lv e r ts ?  B u ild  y o u r

CULVERTS OF CONCRETE
w h ic h  n o t  o n ly  c a n n o t  b e  w a s h e d  a w a y , b u t  

a c tu a lly  g r o w  s t r o n g e r  w i th  a g e  a n d  u se .

Every farmer owes it to himself to insist that the 
money he pays for ro»d-taxes be spent to the best advan
tage. A s a ratepayer, he is entitled to the best roads that 
can be made with that money. When culverts are washed 
out, and the road rendered impassable, he not only suffers 
jnconvenience but may al o  be caused financial loss by 
inability to get necessary supplies in time for spring plant
ing. And at best, with wooden culverts, part of the money 
that should be used to make better roads must be spent 
every year for repairs.

Insist upon> Concrete Culverts 
It will pay you and everybody else in your county.

Canada Cement Company Limited
604-854 HaraM Building, Montreal

J ^ E T  ni lend yon • 
copy ®f our free 

book, “  What the 
Farmer Can Do 
With Co

J P  you waat to know 
more about Concrete 

Culvert*, w r i t e  our 
Infers* a 11 © n Detail-

/

A
. '•//

C O N C R E T E  
culverts a re  

neat, safe, need no 
repairs, a n d  a re  
ever-lasting.
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