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E xtra G ranulated Sugar
In this new 5-Pound Package is the cleanset, 
purest sugar you can buy. Each 
contains 5 full pounds of sugar.
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C H A P T E R  I I I . — (C o n t ’ d)
A b o u t  f o u r  in  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  I  r e a c h e d  

B le t c h le y ,  w h e r e  I  s a t  d o w n  u n d e r  a  h ay-, 
r i c k  n e a r  th e  r o a d ,  a n d  p ie c e d  t o g e t h e r  
a le t t e r  t o  m v  s is t e r ,  t e l l i n g  h e r  b r ie f ly  
t h a t  I  h a d  l e f t  B la c k  J a c k ,  a n d  b it id in g  
h e r  s e n d  m e a  fe w  l in e s  in  c a r e  o f  th e  
G e n e r a l P o s t  O ffice , l io n d o n .

T h is  d o n e ,  I  c o n t in u e d  m y  j o u r n e y .  I 
s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  p le a s e d  t o  see 
A l ic e  a n d  ta k e  h e r  a d v i c e ;  a n d  a s  she 
w a s  in  s e r v ic e  a t  B e d fo r d ,  n o t  m o r e  th a n  
e i g h t  m ile s  f r o m  B le t c h le y ,  I  f e l t  s o r e ly  
t e m p t e d  to  v is it  h e r . B u t  I  w a s  s o  s h a b b y  
In  m y  c o a r s e  w o r k in g  d re ss , a n d  h a d  so 
fe w  p e n c e  in  m y  p o c k e t ,  t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  
f in d  in  m y  h e a r t  t o  g o  a n d  a sk  f o r  h e r .

I  p o s te d  m y  le t t e r ,  a n d  w a lk e d  o n . 
A b o u t  e i g h t  o 'c l o c k  I  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a 
s m a ll  v i l la g e  a  fe w  m ile s  s o u th  o f  C h ed- 
d in g t o n ,  a n d  h e r e  I  b o u g h t  a  p in t  o f  new  
m ilk  a n d  a  r o l l  f o r  m y  s u p p e r , a f t e r  
w h ic h  I  t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  r o a d  a lo n g  a 
m e a d o w  fo o t p a t h ,  a n d  c o m in g  t o  a  h a z e l  
g r o v e ,  s t r e tc h e d  m y s e lf  u p o n  th e  b r a c k e n  
b y  a  b r a m b le  b u s h , a n d  w a s  Boon a s le e p . 
I c o u ld  n o t  a f fo r d  a  l o d g in g  t h a t  n ig h t ,  
a s  I  h a d  b u t  s ix p e n c e  l e f t ,  a n d  a  l o n g  
d a y ’ s m a r c h  s t i l l  l a y  b e tw e e n  m e  a n d  
London.

I  w a s  a w a k e n e d  e a r l y  b y  t h e  s h r i l l  p ip 
in g  o f  a  b la c k b ir d ,  a n d  s a t  u p , fe e l in g  
c o ld  a n d  s t if f ,  a n d  w o n d e r in g  w h e r e  I  w a s . 
T h e  g r a s s  a n d  fe r n s  w e re  w e t  w ith  dew , 
a n d  t h e  d e w d r o p s  s p a r k le d  o n  e v e r y  l e a f  
a n d  t w i g ;  a  c lo u d  o f  g n a t s  a n d  h o v e r -  
flie s  flew  r o u n d  m e , m a k in g  a  d r o w s y  
h u m ; t h e  a i r  s m e lt  o f  t h e  g r a s s  a n d  th e  
le a v e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s l im  b r a n c h e s  o f  
t h e  tr e e s  I  c o u ld  see  a  b lu e -s h ir t e d ,  
b r o w n -a r m e d  m o w e r  w h e t t in g  h is  s c y th e .

I  r o s e , a n d , lo o k in g  u p  a t  t h e  g l is t e n in g  
s k y , t h a n k e d  G od . I  w a s  h u n g r y  a n d  
W ea ry  a n d  a lm o s t  p e n n ile s s ;  b u t  I  fe lt  
t h a t  th is  w a s  g o o d .

F o r  th e  f ir s t  te n  m ile s  I  w e n t  o n  v e r y  
w e l l ;  b u t  a s  th e  su n  g a in e d  p o w e r  I  b e 
g a n  t o  fe e l  w e a r y  a n d  fa in t .  M y  fe e t  
w e re  b l is t e r e d ,  a n d  m y  o ld  sh o e s , s c o r c h 
e d  b v  t h e  s m ith y  fire s , g a v e  w a y , s o  t h a t  
1 f e l l  la m e , a n d  l im p e d  o n  a t  a  s o r r y  
p a ce .

A n d  n o w  I  w a s  t o  m e e t  m y  f ir s t  e x p e r i 
e n c e  o f  C h r is t ia n  c h a r i t y .  I  w a s  p a s s in g  
a  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  h o u s e  j u s t  b e y o n d  B o x  
M o o r , a n d  s e e in g  a  la d y  in  a  w h it e  m u s 
l in  d re ss  a n d  a  w h it e  su n  b o n n e t  t r im 
m in g  a  r o s e  b u s h  in  t h e  g a r d e n ,  I  m a d e  
b o ld  t o  a s k  h e r  f o r  a d r in k  o f  w a te r .

S h e  w a s  a  y o u n g  g i r l ,  a s  f a i r  a n d  as 
p r e t t y  a s  th e  flow erB  sh e  te n d e d , b u t  I  
su p p o s e  sh e  h a d  n e v e r  k n o w n  w a n t  o r  
t r o u b le ,  f o r  sh e  tu r n e d  h e r  l ig h t  b lu e  
e y e s  u p o n  m e  v e r y  c o ld ly  a n d  s a id , in  a 
sh a r p  to n e , “ C e r t a in ly  n o t .  T h e  s e r v a n ts  
h a v e  t o  f e t c h  e v e r y  d r o p  o f  o u r  w a te r  
f r o m  th e  w e ll ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o n e  t o  w a s te  
u p o n  t r a m p s / ’

I  t u r n e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  g a r d e n  g a t e  
a n d  l im p e d  o n  w it h o u t  a  wox’ d . I  fe lt  
m o r e  s o r r y  t h a n  h u r t ,  I  f e l t  m o r e  a s h a m e d  
f o r  h e r  t h a n  f o r  m y s e l f ,  a n d  I  r e m e m 
b e r e d  th e  l a d y  w h o  g a v e  m e  t h e  l i l y ,  a n d  
t h e  erentle l o o k  sh e  g a v e  m e  w ith  it , a n d  
I  b e g a n  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  d im ly  w h y  t h a t  
lo o k  h a d  m o v e d  m e  so  s t r o n g ly .  I t  w as 
t h e  l ig h t  o f  lo v e  t h a t  h a d  s h o n e  in  o n  
m y  d a r k  s o u l f r o m  th o s e  g r e a t  sw ee t  
e y e s . T h e  l ig h t  o f  th e  l o v e  t h a t  is o f  
n o  sex , n o  n a t io n ,  a n d  n o  c r e e d ;  o f  th e  
l o v e  t h a t  is  C h r is t -l ik e  in  i t s  h u m a n it y  
a n d  d i v i n i t y ;  t h e  lo v e  t h a t  h o p e s  a ll,  
b e l ie v e s  a l l ,  p a r d o n s  a l l ,  a n d  g lo r if ie s  a ll. 
S o  I  b le s s e d  th e  la d y  o f  t h e  l i l y ,  a n d  
fa r e d  o n .

B u t  m y  p r o g r e s s  w a s  p a i n f u l ly  s lo w ;  a n d  
i t  w a s  w e ll  o n  in  th e  a f t e r n o o n  e r e  I  h a d  
m e a s u r e d  f if te e n  m ile s  o f  th e  d u s ty  r o a d , 
a n d  fo u n d  m y s e lf  p a s s in g  a  r o w  o f  m e a n  
l i t t l e  c o t ta g e s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a 
b r ic k f ie ld .  A t  th e  d o o r  o f  t h e  f ir s t  h o u s e  
a  s to u t , s w a r t h y  w o m a n  o f  m id d le  a g e  
B tood k n it t in g ,  a n d  I  a s k e d  h e r ,  a l t h o u g h  
h e r  f a c e  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  in v i t in g ,  i f  
Bhe w o u ld  g iv e  m e  a  c u p  o f  w a te r .

S h e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  s t e a d i ly  f o r  a  m o 
m e n t  f r o m  u n d e r  h e r  g r e a t  b lu e  c o t t o n  
h o o d ,  th e n  s a id , in  a  d e e p , r o u g h  v o ic e ,  
" A y e ,  m a r r y ,  w h y  n o t ,  b o y ?  Y e  lo o k s  
t h ’ y e  d  c o o m  fu r ,  a n d  i t  b e  h o t ,  i t  b e , 
a n ’ th e s e  r o o a d s  v a a r y  d o o s t y .”

I  t h a n k e d  h e r ,  a n d  s a id  I  h a d  n o t  p a s s 
e d  a  s t r e a m  f o r  m a n y  m ile s , a n d  w a s  v e r y  
th ir s t y .

“ W h y . s u r e - lv .”  s a id  t h e  w o m a n , “ a n d  
b e l ik e  y e ’ ll  c o o m  in  f u r  a  w h ile ,  a n ’ I ’l l  
p e t  y e  a c o o p  o ’ t e a ; w h e e r b y  i t 's  j o o s t  
n o w  r e a d y , in  m a n n e r  o ’ s p e a k in ’ , a n ’ 
m y  ’o o s b a n d  ’ 11 b e  in  f r o ’ th e  b r ic k f ie ld  
o n y  m in u te .

N o r  w o u ld  sh e  t a k e  a  r e fu s a l ,  so  th a t  
I  fo u n d  m y s e lf  d i r e c t ly  s e a te d  in  a  c a n e  
c h a ir  a t  th e  r o u g h  d e a l  ta b le ,  w ith  a  cu p  
o f  t e a  a n d  a  p la t e  o f  b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r  
b e f o r e  m e , a n d  th e  e^ood w o m a n  s ta n d 
in g  b v  m y  s id e  k n it t in g ,  a n d  u t t e r in g  
w o rd s  o f  w o n d e r  a n d  s y m p a t h y  a s  I  t o ld  
h e r  o f  th e  d is ta n c e  I  h a d  c o m e , a n d  m u s t  
y e t  g o  b e f o r e  I  r e a c h e d  L o n d o n .

“ A y e ,”  sh e  sa id , “ b u t  L o o n d o n ’ s n o  r o o d  
la c e ,  b o y ,  a n ’ y e ’d  b e  b e t t e r  b a c k  a t  
o o m e . B u t  v e  m u s t  n o t  g o a  th e e r  w h ile s  

y e  r e s t  y e r s e l ’ , a n d ’ y e ’r e  la m e  t o o ,  a s  I  
see , p o o r  b o y ;  a w e , b u t  i t  b e  a  lo n g  r o o a d  
y e  ’ a v e  t o  t r a v e l . ”

A n d  th e n  th e  h u s b a n d  c a m e  in  a n d  b a d e  
m e  w e lc o m e , a n d  t o o k  h is  t e a ,  a n d  c o n 
v e r s e d  w ith  h is  w ife  in  s h o r t  m u m b le s  a n d  
g r u f f  g r o w ls ,  in t e r s p e r s e d  w ith  m u t te re d  
**A y e , w e lls ,”  a n d  “ D e a r  ’e a r t s , ”  a n d  “ N a y , 
n iv e r s ,”  a s  h e  l e a r n e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m y  
p i lg r im a g e .

B u t  a f t e r  t e a  t h is  a p p a r e n t ly  u n c o u t h  
la b o r e r  s e t  t o  w o rk  w ith  c h e e r y  k in d n esB  
t o  d o c t o r  m y  c r ip p le d  fe e t . H e  r a n  s o a p e d  
w o rs te d  th r o u g h  th e  b l is t e r s ,  r u b b e d  th e m  
w ith  s o a p , g a v e  m e  a  p a i r  o f  w e ll -d a r n e d  
w o o lle n  s o c k s  t o  w e a r , a n d  w h e n , a b o u t  
s ix  in  th e  e v e n in g ,  I  r e s u m e d  m y  j o u r 
n e y . s t o o d  a t  h is  d o o r  a n d  b a r k e d  o u t  
a f t e r  m e , “ G o o d  sp e e d , s o n n y . S lo w  a n ’ 
e a s y  d o e s  it . A  b i g  ’ e a r t  b e a t s  a  b i g  ’ i l l . ”  

A n d  so  I  t r u d g e d  o n  r e fr e s h e d  a n d  r e s t 
e d , a n d  f e e l in g  le s s  f r ie n d le s s  a n d  m o r e  
h o p e fu l  th a n  a t  a n y  t im e  s in c e  I  l e f t  
H a le s o w e n .

T h a t  n ig h t  I  s le p t  in  a n o th e r  b r ic k f ie ld  
w it h in  s ig h t  o f  L o n d o n , a n d  a t  ten  o 'c l o c k  
n e x t  m o r n in g  e n t e r e d  th e  g r e a t  c i t y ,  a n d  
w a lk e d  o n ,  w o n d e r in g  a n d  b e w ild e r e d  b y  
t h e  b u s t le  a n d  th e  n o is e ,  u n t i l  I  s to o d  
a t  th e  f o o t  o f  L u d g a te  H ill .

A s  I  s t o o d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  L u d g a t e  C ir 
c u s  a n d  w a tc h e d  t h e  h u m a n  r iv e r  flow

VARIETY IS THE
SPICE OF LIFE

T h e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a p p e t is in g  a n d
n o u r is h in g  f o o d  is  o f t e n  a  p e r p le x in g  
m a t t e r ,  b u t  v a r i e t y  in  f o o d  is  e s s e n t ia l  
a n d  th e  t r o u b le s  o f  t h e  h o u s e w ife  h a v e  
b e e n  g r e a t ly  le s s e n e d  b y  B o v r i l  w h ic h  
is th e  m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t  f o r m  in  w h ic h  a 
c o m p le te  f o o d  c a n  b e  p r e p a r e d . In  a 
m in u te  y o u  c a n  h a v e  c o m fo r t in g  a n d
n o u r is h in g  b o u i l lo n  o r  B o v r i l  T ea . 
B o i r i l  S a n d w ic h e s , th in  b r e a d  a n d  
butv..*r w ith  B o v r i l  s p r e a d  l ig h t l y
b e tw e e n , o r  h o t  b u t t e r e d  t o a s i  w ith  a 
l i t t l e  B o v r i l  a r e  p o s i t iv e  d e l ic a c ie s .  
B o v r i l  is  e x c e l le n t  f o r  g r a v ie s  a n d  s o u p s  
a n d  a  l i t t l e  u se d  in  r e h e a t in g  m e a t  a d d s  
a  c h o ic e  p iq u a n c y  a n d  im p ro v e s
d ig e s t i ib l i t y .

r o u n d  in  c o n v e r g in g  a n d  d iv e r g in g  
s t r e a m s , th e  e m b e r s  o f  m y  h o p e  d ie d  o u t ,  
a n d  a  sen se  o f  u t t e r  lo n e lin e s s  c a m e  o v e r  
m e . A ll  t h a t  v a s t  c i t y  r o u n d  m e , a ll  
th o s e  t e e m in g  m il l io n s  o f  fe l lo w -c r e a t u r e s  
so  n e a r  t o  m e , a n d  a m o n g s t  i t  a l l  I  h a d  
n o t  a  fr ie n d ,  n o t  o n e  s o u l  to  s p e a k  to .

F o r  a n  h o u r  I  s t o o d  a n d  w a ic n e d  t h e  
c r o w d . N o  o n e  n o t ic e d  m e . 'So  o n e  s e e m 
e d  t o  n o t ic e  a n y t h in g .  E v e r y b o d y  w a s  
e a g e r ,  a n d  s e l f - c o n t a in e d ,  a n d  in  a  h u r r y .  
O n a l l  th e  fa c e s  th e r e  s e e m e d  t o  r e s t  th e  
sa m e  g r e y  s h a d o w  o f  c a r e ,  in  a l l  th e  e y e s  
t h e r e  s e e m e d  th e  s a m e  c o ld  l ig h t  o f  su s 
p i c i o n , a n d  a t  le n g t h  I  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  
o f  a  s t r a n g e  f e e lin g ,  h a l f  s h a m e  a n d  h a l f  
f e a r ,  a s  a  g r im  fa n c y  g r e w  u p o n  m e  th a t  
i f  I  d r o p p e d  d e a d  t h e r e  in  t h a t  s t r e e t  th e  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  I  s a w  w o u ld  s im p ly  s te p  
o v e r  m e  w it h o u t  lo o k in g  d o w n , a n d  th a t  
m y  d e a th  w o u ld  m a k e  n o  m o r e  la s t in g  
im p r e s s io n  o n  t h a t  a w fu l  h u m a n  r iv e r  
t h a n  th e  f a l l  o f  a  s to n e  in t o  a  t r o u b le d  
s t r e a m .

T h is  w a s  m y  f ir s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  L o n d o n , 
a n d  i t  h a s  c lu n g  t o  m e . E v en  a t  t h is  d a y  
I  c o u ld  n o t  p a s s  t h a t  s p o t  w it h o u t  s h iv 
e r in g .  a s  a  m a n  s h iv e r s  w h e n  a  c lo u d  
c o v e r s  th e  su n . L o n d o n  p e o p le  a r e  m u c h  
l ik e  o t h e r  p e o p le  I  k n o w , b u t  t h e  B igh t 
o f  a  v a s t  a n d  b u s y  c r o w d  is  t e r r i b ly  d e 
p r e s s in g .  T h e  h u g e  g r e y  c o lu m n s  o f  B.us- 
s ia n  in fa n t r y ,  w h ic h  u se d  t o  c o m e  d o w n  
u p o n  u s  in  t h e  n ig h t  o u t s id e  S e b a s to p o l,  
d id  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  m e  n e a r ly  so  h o s t i le  o r  
t r e m e n d o u s  a s  th e  p e o p le  in  t h e  L o n d o n  
s t r e e ts  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  d a y .  I t  w a s  w ith  a  
o-lum  fa c e  a n d  a  h e a v y  h e a r t  t h a t  I  c o n 
t in u e d  m y  w a lk  t o w a r d s  th e  p o s t  o ffice .

T h e re  w a s  a  le t t e r  f o r  m e , a d d re s s e d  in  
a  s t r a n g e  h a n d . I  w e n t  o u t  u n d e r  th e  
p o r t ic o  t o  r e a d  i t :

D e a r  S ir ,—Y o u r  s is te r , M iss  A l ic e  H o m e r , 
is  v e r y  i l l ,  a n d  w is h e s  t o  see  y o u  a t  o n c e .  
P le a s e  c o m e  q u ic k ly .  H e r  c o n d i t io n  is 
s e r io u s .—Y o u r s  t r u ly ,

H E L E N  A R M IT A G E .

I  s t o o d  lo o k in g  b l a n k l y  a t  th e  p a p e r  
a f t e r  I  h a d  r e a d  i t .  A l i c e  i l l .  C o m e  a t  
o n c e .  C o n d it io n  s e r io u s . Y e s , a n d  I  h a d  

I p a s s e d  w ith in  a  fe w  m ile s  o f  B e d fo r d .  A n d  
n o w  B e d fo r d  w a s  fu ll  f o r t y  m ile s  a w a y , 
a n d  I  w a s  h u n g r y  w e a r y , p e n n ile s s , f o o t 
s o r e , a n d  a lm o s t  s h o e le ss .

I  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  p o s t -o ff ic e  c lo c k .  I t  w a s  
t w e lv e  n o o n . I  p u t  th e  l e t t e r  in t o  m y  
p o c k e t ,  a n d  a s k e d  th e  w a y  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
r a i lw a y  s ta t io n .  T h e re  I  f o u n d  a  m a p , 
a n d  b y  i t  d is c o v e r e d  w h a t  r o u t e  I  m u s t  
ta k e . I  a ls o  b e g g e d  a  b i t  o f  s t r in g  f r o m  
a  p o r t e r ,  a n d , h a v in g  fa s te n e d ,  m y  b r o k e n  
b o o t s  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e ll  a s  p o s s ib le ,  I  s e t  
o u t  o n  m y  w a lk  a t  a  fe w  m in u te s  t o  o n e .

C H A P T E R  IV .

I t  w a s  s t i l l  v e r y  c lo s e  a n d  h o t ,  a n d  w h a t  
w ith  t h e  h e a t ,  a n d  t h e  c r o w d , a n d  m y  
lam en esB , I  m a d e  v e r y  p o o r  p r o g r e s s  f o r  
th e  f ir s t  f o u r  o r  fiv e  h o u r s . B u t  I  d id  
n o t  t r y  t o  f o r c e  th e  p a c e . A n x iou B  as  I  
w a s  n o t  t o  l o s e  o n e  s in g le  m in u t e  o f  
t im e , I  w a s  y e t  w e ll  a w a r e  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  
t a x  m v  p o w e r s  t o  t h e  u t m o s t  t o  g e t  
t h r o u g h  i t  a l l ,  a n d  t h a t  m y  o n l y  c h a n c e  
w a s  t o  g o  s t e a d i ly  so  a s  n o t  t o  b r e a k  
d o w n  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  jo u r n e y .

I  l e f t  L o n d o n  b v  H ig h g a t e  H il l ,  p u s h in g  
o n  th e n c e  th r o u g h  F in c h le y ,  M ill  H il l ,  a n d  
E ls tr e e  t o  St. A lb a n s ,  w h ic h  p la c e  I  p a s s e d  
a b o u t  s ix  o ’c lo c k ,  a n d  fe e l in g  v e r y  fa in t ,  
s a t  d o w n  b y  a  b r id g e  a c r o s s  a  l i t t l e  b r o o k  
t o  r e s t  a n d  b a t h e  m y  f e e t  in  th e  c o o l  
w a te r .

W h ile  I  w a s  s i t t in g  t h e r e  tw o  l i t t l e  g i r ls  
c a m e  a lo n g  t h e  r o a d .  T h e y  w e re  p o o r ly  
b u t  c le a n ly  c la d ,  a n d  w e re  e a t in g  b r e a d  
a n d  a p p le s . T h e y  g la n c e d  a t  m e  w ith  s o m e  
a p p r e h e n s io n  a n d  h u r r ie d  b y ;  b u t  w h en  
th e y  h a d  g o n e  s o m e  l i t t l e  w a y  s to p p e d , 
a n d  a f t e r  a  fe w  w o rd s  o f  t a l k  t h e  b ip ^ e r  
o f  t h e  p a i r ,  a  r o u n d -e y e d ,  r u d d y - fa c e d  
c h i ld  o f  s e v e n , c a m e  s lo w ly  b a c k ,  a n d , 
a p p r o a c h in g  m e  t im id ly ,  h e ld  o u t  t o  m e  
h e r  p ie c e  o f  b r e a d .

I  t o o k  i t  w it h o u t  s p e a k in g ,  a n d  sh e, 
n e v e r  l o o k in g  in  m y  fa c e ,  r a n  o f f  t o  h e r  
s is te r , a n d  b o t h  w e n t  s k ip p in g  a n d  l a u g h 
in g  d o w n  th e  r o a d  to g e th e r .

I t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  t h in g ,  b u t  i t  m e a n t  m u c h  
t o  m e . I  a t e  th e  b r e a d —a b o u t  f o u r  o u n c e s  
—t o o k  a  d r in k  f r o m  th e  s t r e a m , a n d  r e 
su m e d  m y  j o u r n e y .  T h e r e  w e re  s t i l l  t h i r t y  
m ile s  b e tw e e n  m e  a n d  B e d fo r d ,  a n d  b u t  
f o r  t h a t  c r u s t  I  t h in k  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  d ie d  
u p o n  th e  r o a d .

A n d  I  d id  n o t  w a n t  t o  d ie . A l i c e  w a s  
i l l ,  a n d  l o n g in g  t o  s ee  m e . I  m u s t  g e t  o n . 
W ith  p a in f u l  d is t in c t n e s s  I  r e c a l l e d  th e  
w e a r y  h o u r s  o f  i lln e s s  w h e n  I  h a d  l a in  
a t  h o m e , w e a k  a n d  q u e r u lo u s  f r o m  fe v e r  
a n d  h u n g e r ,  c o u n t in g  t h e  t i c k in g  o f  th e  
c lo c k  a n d  l i s t e n in g  f o r  m y  s i s t e r ’s  s tep . 
A n d  sh e  h a d  n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  c o m e , n o r  
t o  c o m fo r t  m e  b y  h e r  c o m in g .  A n d  n o w  
sh e  l a y  s ick , a m o n g s t  s t r a n g e r s ,  l is t e n 
in g  f o r  m e . I  l o o k e d  a lo n g  t h e  d u s ty  
r o a d ,  n o w  h a l f  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  b lu e  s h a 
d o w s  o f  th e  h e d g e s , a n d  I  t ig h t e n e d  th e  
s t r a p  r o u n d  m y  w a is t  a n d  t r a m p e d  d o g 
g e d ly  o n .

W ith  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  s h o r t  r e s t  n e a r  
St. A lb a n s ,  I  n e v e r  h a lt e d  o n c e  f r o m  th e  
t im e  I  l e f t  t h e  c i t y  u n t i l  n e a r ly  m id n ig h t .  
B y  t h is  t im e  I  w a s  ju s t  b e y o n d  H a r lin g -  
t o n .  a b o u t  tw e lv e  m ile s ’ w a lk  f r o m  B e d 
fo r d ,  a n d  b e in g  f a i r l y  e x h a u s te d , I  th r e w  
m y s e lf  u p o n  a  p a t c h  o f  g r a s s  b y  t h e  r o a d 
s id e  w ith  t h e  in t e n t io n  o f  t a k in g  a  fu l l  
h o u r ’ s r e s t .  B u t  b e fo r e  I  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  
m a n y  m in u te s  I  f e lt  a  g r e a t  s p o t  o f  r a in  
u p o n  m y  fa c e ,  a n d , l o o k in g  u p , n o t ic e d  
f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e  t h a t  t h e  s k y  w a s  e n 
t i r e l y  o v e r c a s t ,  a n d  t h a t  a  c h i l l  w in d  w a s  
p u ffin g  u p  t h e  d u s t  in  th e  r o a d  a n d  c a u s 
in g  th e  t r e e  u n d e r  w h ic h  I  l a y  t o  s h iv e r  
a n d  s ig h .

T h e n  c a m e  a  lo w  r u m b le  o f  d is t a n t  
t h u n d e r .  T h e  b ig  r a in -d r o p s  s p la s h e d  
d o w n  t h ic k e r  a n d  fa s te r ,  a n d  a  f a in t  flash  
o f  l ig h t n in g  s h o w e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f ie ld s , r e 
v e a l in g  f o r  a n  in s t a n t  a  i lh o u e t t e  o f  
p o p la r  t r e e  a n d  s te e p le  a g a in s t  a  b a c k 
g r o u n d  o f  c o p p e r y  c lo u d .

T h e r e  w a s  g o in g  t o  b e  a  isio m . F o r  a  
few  m o m e n ts  I  k n e l t  th e r e  in  th e  d a r k , 
t h in k in g  w h a t  I  h a d  V .^t-er d o ,  b u t  i 
s u d d e n  id e a  t h a t  t h e  l ig h t n in g  m ig i i t  t i l l  
m e  b e fo r e  I  h a d  a c e o m p l is n e d  m v  ta s k  
d e c id e d  m e , a n d  I  s c r a m b le d  u p  a n d  s t a g 
g e r e d  f o r w a r d .

W ith in  a  m in u te  I  w a s  in  t h e  ‘ h i c k  o f  
o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  t r e m e n d o u s  ? t o r m s  f  h a v e  
e v e r  seen . T h e  r a in  f e l l  in  t o r r e n ts .  T h e  
r o a d  b e c o m e  a  m u d d y  s t r e a m , t h e  f o o tp a t h  
a lm o s t  t o o  g r e a s y  t o  w a lk  u p o n . I  w a s  
d r e n c h e d  to  th e  s k in  b e f o r e  I  ‘h a d  e-one a  
f u r lo n g ,  T h e  w a te r  r a n  d o w n  m y  b r e a s t  
a n d  b a c k ,  t r i c k l i n g  f r o m  m y  f in g e rs  a n d  
fa c e ,  a n d  th r o u g h  t h e  h o le s  in  m y  b o o ts . 
T h e  t h u n d e r  b u r s t  .o v e r  m y  h e a d , p e a l 
a f t e r  p e a l,  w ith  su d d e n  d e to n a t io n s ,  l ik e  
th e  e x p lo s io n  o f  h e a v y  sh e ll, a n d  th e  l i g h t 
n in g  r e n t  a n d  flo o d e d  t h e  s k y  f r o m  e n d  t o  
e n d  w ith  b l in d in g  sh e e ts  a n d  d a z z l in g  z ig 
z a g s  o f  fla m e. T w ice  t h e  b o l t s  s t r u c k  t r e e s  
c lo s e  b y  m e, r e n d in g  a n d  s m a s h in g  th e  
b o u g h s  a n d  s e n d in g  th e  le a v e s  a n d  tw ig s  
a b o u t  m e  in  s h o w e rs . O n ce  th e  l ig h t n in g  
s e e m e d  t o  b la z e  r ig h t  in  m y  e y e s , s o  t h a t  
I  c o u ld  n o t  see  f o r  m a n y  m in u te s ,  a n d  
t h a t  t im e  a  t liu n d e r -c la p  e x p lo d e d ,  a s  I  
t h o u g h t ,  w ith in  a  y a r d  o f  m e , w ith  a  
n o is e  l ik e  th e  d is c h a r g e  o f  a  g r e a t  g u n  
a n d  a  s h o c k  t h a t  m a d e  th e  earth sh iv e r . 
B u t  t h r o u g h  it  a l l ,  for two* awful hours, 
I  l im p e d  a n d  staggered along with head 
bent lo w , teeth a n d  h a n d s  clenched, a n d

in my mind nothing but the thought of 
Alice, ill and miserable, and hoping 
againet hope for the sound of my voice.

A l i t t l e  a f t e r  t w o —I  h e a r d  a  c lo c k  s t r ik e  
in  a  v i l la g e  I  w a s  n e a r in g —t h e  s t o r m  s u b 
s id e d  in t o  h o l lo w  r u m b l in g s  a n d  f it fu l  
f la sh e s , t h o n g h  t h e  r a in  fe l l ,  i f  a n y t h in g ,  
m o r e  h e a v i ly  t h a n  b e fo r e .  I  w a s  n o t  
h u n g r y  n o w , n o r  t h i r s t y ,  o n ly  f a in t  a n d  
g id d y  a n d  s o  t ir e d  t h a t  I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  
fo r c e  m y s e l f  t o  d r a g  o n e  f o o t  b e h in d  th e  
o th e r .  I  s to p p e d  f o r  a  m in u te ,  a n d , t a k 
in g  o f f  th e  m u d d y  r e m n a n t s  o f  m ^  b o o t s ,  
th r e w  th e m  in t o  th e  r o a d ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  
b a r e fo o t e d ,  a n d  s u f fe r in g  s e v e r e ly  a t  e v e r y  
ste p , u n t i l  a t  la s t ,  m o r e  d e a d  t h a n  a liv e , 
I  p a s s e d  th e  f ir s t  v i l l a s  o n  t h e  s o u th  
s id e  o f  B e d fo r d ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  c lo c k s  w e re  
c h im in g  t h e  q u a r t e r  a f t e r  fiv e .

I t  w a s  b r o a d  d a y l ig h t ,  t h e  r a in  h a d  
c e a s e d , th e  s k y  w a s  b lu e  a n d  a lm o s t  
c lo u d le s s ,  a n d  t h e  a i r  w a s  r ic h  w ith  th e  
s c e n t  o f  t h e  s u m m e r  flo w e rs . I  h a d  a c 
c o m p lis h e d  m y  ta s k . T h e  n ig h t  a n d  t h e  
j o u r n e y  w e re  o v e r ,  a n d  I  w a s  in  B e d fo r d .

I  fo u n d  M rs . A r m it a g e ’ s h o u s e  a  fe w  
m in u te s  la t e r .  I t  w a s  c a l le d  F e rn  L o d g e , 
a n d  s t o o d  in  a  p r e t t y  g a r d e n  ju s t  o f f  th e  
m a in  r o a d . I  s to p p e d  a n d  le a n e d  u p o n  
th e  g a te .  T h e  b l in d s  w e re  d r a w n ;  th e  
d o o r  c lo s e d . N o b o d y  s e e m e d  t o  b e  s t i r 
r in g .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  l i g h t  v is ib le  in  a n y  
w in d o w . T h e  g r a v e l  a l l  a r o u n d  th e  p o r c h  
w a s  s t r e w n  w ith  th e  y e l lo w  p e ta ls  o f  th e  
t e a  r o s e s  b e a te n  d o w n  b y  th e  s t o r m ;  o n  
t h e  l e f t  a  b e d  o f  s c a r le t  p o p p ie s  h u n g  
t h e i r  d r ip p in g  b lo o m s  l ik e  w e t  f la g s , a n d  
in  th e  l i t t l e  t h ic k e t  o f  la b u r n u m s  a  th r u s h  
w a s  s in g in g  c h e e r i ly  a s  th r u s h e s  o n l y  d o  
s in g  in  t h e  e a r ly  m o r n in g .

I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  i t  w a s , n o r  w h y . b u t  
n o w , w h e n  I  s to o d  f o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  w it h 
in  s ig h t  o f  th e  b o u s e  I  h a d  c o m e  s o  f a r  
t o  fin d , th e  c o n v i c t i o n  s u d d e n ly  c a m e  u p 
o n  m e  t h a t  I  h a d  c o m e  in  v a in .  “ T o o  la t e ,  
t o o  la t e ,  t o o  l a t e ! ”  s e e m e d  t o  b e  th e  b u r 
d e n  o f  th e  th r u s h 's  s o n g , a n d  t h e  r a in 
d r o p s  o n  t h e  roseB  l o o k e d  l ik e  t e a m

W e ll ,  I  m u s t  k n o w  t h e  w o rs t . I  w e n t  
r o u n d  t o  t h e  s id e -d o o r  a n d  r a n g  th e  b e l l.  
T h e  d o o r  w a s  o p e n e d  im m e d ia t e ly  b y  a  
B tout, m id d le -a e e d  w o m a n  in  a  s e r v a n t ’s 
d r e s s  a n d  c a p . S h e  s t a r t e d  b a c k  in  a la r m  
w h e n  sh e  s a w  m e, a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  s h u t  
th e  d o o r ,  b u t  I  p u t  m y  b a r e  f o o t  o v e r  th e  
t h r e s h o ld  a n d  m a n a g e d  t o  c r o a k  o u t  th e  
w o r d fs ,  “ I  a m  W i l l ia m  H o m e r . M ~  s is t e r  
—A lic e —iB she ? ”

T h e  w o m a n  a p p e a r e d  b e w ild e r e d .  “ I ’ l l  
o-o a n d  c a l l  m is s is ,”  sh e  s a id , h o ld in g  th e  
d o o r  i r r e s o lu t e ly  in  h e r  h a n d .

“ F ir s t  a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t io n ,”  s a id  I — “ Is  
m y  s is t e r  d e a d ? ”

T h e  w o m a n  lo o k e d  a t  m e , a n d  I  s a w  th e  
a n s w e r  in  h e r  e y e s , a n d  i t  w a s , Y es .

C H A P T E R  Y .

H a v in g  r e a d  m y . a n s w e r  in  t h e  s e r v a n t ’ s 
e y e s ,  I  d id  n o t  w a it  t o  h e a r  i t  f r o m  h e r  
l ip s .  M y  s is t e r  w a s  d e a d . W h a t  c o u ld  
m e r e  ta lk  a v a i l ?  W ith o u t  a  w o r d  I  tu r n e d  
a w a y  fr o m  t h e  d o o r ,  a n d  l im p e d  d o w n  th e  
g r a v e l  p a th ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  q u e n c h e d  fla m e  
o f  t h e  p o p p y  b e d  a n d  t h e  r a in -c r u s h e d  
s w e e tn e s s  o f  th e  m ig n o n e t t e .  T h e  th r u s h  
s t i l l  s a n g  in  th e  t r e e .  I  h e a r d  h is  n o te , 
“ T o o  la t e ,  t o o  l a t e ! ”  A ll  a r o u n d  m e tb e  
w o r ld  w a s  h u s h e d  in  t h e  t r a n q u i l  s t i l l 
n e ss  o f  t h e  e a r ly  d a w n ;  a l l  a b o v e  m e  
s t r e tc h e d  t h e  l iq u id  b lu e n e s s  o f  th e  s u m 
m e r  s k y . I  s e e m e d  t o  fe e l  th o s e  th in g s  
a s  in  a  d r e a m . I  r e a c h e d  t h e  r o a d ,  tu r n e d  
t o  lo o k  a t  th e  h o u s e  a g a in ,  s a w  a l l  t h e  
p i c tu r e  a s  t h r o u g h  r e d  g la s s ,  h e a r d  a  
s t r a n g e  b u z z in g  l ik e  th e  s o n g  o f  s w a r m 
in g  b ees , f e l t  th e  e a r t h  h e a v in g  u n d e r  m y  
fe e t  l ik e  th e  d e c k  o f  a  sh ip  a t  se a , a n d  
th e n  s o m e th in g  s t r u c k  .m e  a c r o s s  t h e  t e m 
p le s  a n d  I  k n e w  n o  m o re .

I  h a d  fa in te d ,  a n d  'h p d  . f a l l e n  h e a v i ly  
o n  m y  fa c e  in  th e  r o a d ,1 g a s h in g  m y  f o r e 
h e a d  d e e p ly .

W h e n  I  r e c o v e r e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s  I  w a s  
s i t t in g  o n  th e  p a th ,  w ith  m y  b a c k  a g a in s t  
th e  g a r d e n  w a ll ,  a n d  th e  s e r v a n t  k n e e l in g  
b e s id e  m e  s t a u n c h in g  m y  w o u n d  w ith  a  
n a p k in ,  a n d  p r e s s in g  m e  t o  d r in k  fr o m  
a  erlass o f  w a te r  sh e  h e ld  in  h e r  s h a k in g  
h a n d .

I  w e tt e d  m y  l ip s ,  a n d  p u s h e d  th e  g la s s  
a w a y .

“ A re  y o u  b e t t e r ? ”  s a id  a  v o ic e ,  w h ic h  
s o u n d e d  a  l o n g  w a y  o f f .  I  tu r n e d  m y  
h e a v y  e y e s  a n d  s a w  a  t a l l ,  g r e y  f ig u re , 
l ik e  th e  s h a d o w  o f  a  w o m a n , s t a n d in g  b e 
tw e e n  m e  a n d  t h e  t r e e s . I  t r ie d  t o  sp e a k , 
t r ie d  t o  r is e , a n d  f a in t e d  a g a in .

A f t e r  a  b la n k  s p a c e  o f  t im e , w h e th e r  o f  
m in u t e s  o r  o f  y e a r s  I  c o u ld  n o t  ju d g e ,  I  
f o u n d  m y s e l f  o n c e  m o re . I  w a s  l y in g  o n  
m y  b a c k ,  a n d  s t a r in g  a t  th e  c e i l in g  o f  a 
s t r a n g e  r o o m . I t  w a s  a  y e l lo w  c e i l in g  
a n d  u p o n  it  w a s  a  r a is e d  p a t t e r n  o f  flow 
e r s  a n d  le a v e s  in  g o ld .  T h e  s u n l ig h t  g l in 
te d  o n  th e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  m o u ld in g s  a n d  
h u r t  m y  e y e s . I  s h u t  th e m  a n d  l a v  s i le n t  
f o r  a  w h ile , w o n d e r in g  w h e r e  I  w a s , t r y 
in g  t o  r e c a l l  m y  o w n  n a m e , u n t i l  th e r e  
f e l l  f a in t l y  o n  m -"- e a r  t h e  s o u n d  o f  a  
b i r d ’s  s o n g , w h ic h  s a id , “ T o o  la t e ,  t o o  
la t e ,  t o o  l a t e ! ”  a n d  I  .r e a liz e d  a t  o n c e  
t h a t  A l ic e  w a s  d e a d  t h a t  I  w a s  l y in g  o n  
th e  s o fa  in  th e  d r a w in g -r o o m  o f  h e r  m is 
t r e s s ’ s h o u s e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p o r t ly  m a n  
in  b la c k ,  s i t t in g  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  a  h a n d 
s o m e  c h a ir  a n d  h o ld in g  m y  h a n d  in  h is , 
w a s  a  d o c to r .

M y  f ir s t  f e e l in g  w a s  o n e  o f  sh a m e , m y  
n e x t  f e e l in g  o n e  o f  p r id e .  I  r e m e m b e re d  
m y  s o i le d  a n d  s h a b b y  dreBB, m y  shoelesB  
fe e t ,  m y  w e a k n e s s  a n d  m y  d e s t i tu t io n ,  
a n d  m y  h e a r t  b u r n e d  w ith  th e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  th e s e  r ic h  p e o p le  s h o u ld  see  m "  m is 
e r y .  a n d  p e r h a p s  r e g a r d e d  m e  c o ld ly  as  
a  b u r d e n  o n  t h e i r  c h a r i ty .

I  s t r u g g le d  in t o  a  s i t t in g  p o s tu r e ,  
s n a t c h in g  m y  h a n d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  d o c 
t o r ,  a n d  s a id  r u d e ly ,  “ W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o 
i n g ?  L e t  m e  g o . ”

T h e  d o c t o r  s m ile d  g o o d -h u m o r e d ly .
“ A ll  r ig h t , ”  h e  s a id ;  “ n o  o n e  w il l  d e 

t a in  y o u . G e t  u p  a n d  m a r c h .”
I  t r ie d  t o  d o  t h i s ;  b u t  s t r u g g le  a s  I  

w o u ld  I  c o u ld  n o t  d r a g  m y  h e a v y  l im b s  
f r o m  th e  c o u c h .  M y  b a c k  se e m e d  b r o k e n , 
m ^  a r m s  h u n g  d o w n  l ik e  b a r s  o f  le a d . I  
s a n k  b a c k ,  h e lp le s s , a n d  t e a r s  o f  p a in  
a n d  m o r t i f ic a t io n  f il le d  m y  e y es .

“ C la r a .”  s a id  t h e  d o c t o r ,  in  a  r ic h ,  
t h ic k  v o ic e ,  “ a sk  M rs . A r m it a g e  i f  sh e  
c a n  s p a r e  u s  a  m o m e n t  o f  h e r  t im e .”

I  l a y  b a c k  u p o n  th e  c u s h io n s  a n d  c lo s e d  
m y  e y e s . I  d id  n o t  w a n t  t o  see  th e  fin e  
l a d y  o f  th is  f in e  h o u s e . I  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  
y o u n g  g i r l  w h o  h a d  r e fu s e d  m e  a  d r in k  
o f  w a te r . I  w is h e d  t h a t  th e  l ig h t n in g  h a d  
s t r u c k  m e  d e a d  r a t h e r  th a n  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  
l iv e  t o  see  th e  c o ld  g la n c e  t h a t  t o ld  m e  
I  w a s  a n  in t r u d e r .

A n d  th e n  I  f e lt  a  c o o l ,  s o f t  h a n d  s t r o k 
in g  m y  fa c e ,  a n d  h e a r d  a  w o m a n ’ s v o ic e , 
s u ch  a  lo w , sw e e t  v o ic e ,  saying*. “ P o o r  
f e l l o w !  w h a t  a n  a w fu l  t h i n g !  a n d  h e  is 
b u t  a  b o y ,  a  m e re  b o v . ”  a n d  I  lo o k e d  
u p  a n d  s a w  a  t a l l  la d y ,  d re s s e d  a l l  in  errey, 
a n d  w ith  g r e y  h a i r  a n d  g r e y  e y e s ,  w h o  
w a s  l e a n in g  o v e r  m e  w ith  a  lo o k  o f  g e n 
t l e  sa d n e s s , j u s t  a s  m y  s is t e r  d id  in  th e  
y e a r s  w h e n  I  w a s  s t i l l  a  c h i ld .

T h e v  fe d  m e , a n d  n u r s e d  m e , a n d  c lo t h e d  
m e, th o s e  k in d  p e o p le ,  in  s p it e  o f  m v  r e 
p e a te d  p r o t e s t a t io n s ;  a n d  w h e n  m y  p o o r  
s is t e r  w a s  l a id  in  t h e  e a r t h ,  I  f e l t  c o m 
f o r t e d  b y  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  th e  la s t  
y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b r ig h t  
b y  lo v e  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s , a n d  t h a t  in  th e  
v a l l e y  o f  th e  s h a d o w  o f  d e a t h  k in d  h a n d s  
h a d  u p h e ld  a n d  sw e e t  w o rd s  c h e e r e d  h e r  
s p ir it .

I  w e n t  t h r o u g h  th e  fu n e r a l  c e r e m o n y  
c a lm ly  a n d  w it h o u t  e m o t io n .  I  h a d  n o  
p a n g  o f  a n g u is h  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  m y  
s is t e r ’ s d e a th . M y  s p i r it  s e e m e d  t o  b e  
s te e p e d  in  a  s t r a n g e ,  u n n a t u r a l  t r a n q u i l 
ity .  I  sa w  t h e  y e l lo w  e a r t h  p i le d  u p  a t  
t h e  g r a v e s id e ,  w ith  d a is ie s  p e e p in g  
t h r o u g h  it  w h e re  i t  l a v  th e  t h in n e s t .  I  
h e a r d  th e  d u l l  d r o n in g  o f  t h e  p a r s o n ’ s 
v o ic e , a n d  th e  j o y o u s  t r i l l s  t i l d  c a d e n c e s  
o f  a  s k y la r k ’ s s o n ~  f i l l in g  u p  th e  p a u se s  
in  t h e  s o le m n  s e r v ic e . I  lo o k e d  u p  a t  
th e  g l is t e n in g  s k v  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  th e  
f lu t t e r in g  b ir d  m ig h t  b e  m y  s is t e r ’ s s o u l

g l o r i f y i n g  in  i t s  r e le a s e  f r o m  t h e  m u d d y  
flesh . I  h e a r d  th e  p a r s o n  b e g  fo r g iv e n e s s  
f o r  th e  s in s ' o f  o u r  d e a r  s is t e r  d e p a r te d ,  
a n d  f e l t  t e m p te d  t o  la u g h .  I t  w a s  g r o 
t e s q u e ;  th e  id e a  o f  a  m e r e  m a n  i n b r 
e e d in g  w ith  G od  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  w h ite -  
s o u le d , g o ld e n -h e a r t e d  A l i c e !  W h a t  w a s  
th e r e  t o  p a r d o n  in  h e r  blam eleB B  l i f e ?  
W h a t  m o r ta l  s p i r it  c o u ld  d e s e rv e  a  b r ig h t 
e r  c r o w n .

A n d  th e n  th e  e a r t h  r a t t le d  o n  t h e  co ff in , 
a n d  th e  p a r s o n  c lo s e d  h is  b o o k , a n d  th e  
la r k  s a n g  o u t  a  f i t t in g  r e q u ie m , o n e  o f  
j o y  a n d  t r iu m p h  f o r  th e  d e a th  o f  a  w o 
m a n  a n d  th e  b i r t h  o f  a n  a n g e l ,  a n d  w e 
m o v e d  a w a y  in  s i le n c e  t h r o u g h  th e  s h e e n y  
g r a s s ,  a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  l ic h e n e d  t o m b s  
w h e r e  so  m a n y  o f  th e  s t r o n g  a n d  t h e  f r a i l  
l a y  d e a d —fo r g o t t e n  o f  th e  s o n s  o f  m e n .

T h a t  n ig h t  M rs . A r m it a g e  c a m e  t o  m e  
a s  I  s a t  in  t h e  g a r d e n  w a t c h in g  t h e  s w a l
lo w s  p la y ,  a n d  l a y i n g  h e r  h a n d s  u p o n  
m y  s h o u ld e r s  s a id , “ M y  p o o r  b o y ,  y o u  
h a v e  n o t  y e t  f e l t  y o u r  t r o u b le ,  a n d  w h en  
i t  c o m e s  u p o n  y o u  i t  w il l  n o t  b e  w e ll  f o r  
y o u  t o  b e  a lo n e .  I  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  it  
a l l  m y s e lf ,  a n d  I  k n o w  th e  b i t te r n e s s  o f  
t h e  t r ia l .  Y o u  w il l  s t a y  h e r e .  W e  w il l  
f in d  y o u  w o rk . P r o m is e  m e  t h a t . ”

B u t  I  s h o o k  m y  h e a d  a n d  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  
I  m u s t  g o  m y  w a y —I  f e lt  t h a t  I  m u s t  
p r e s s  o n .

T h e  g o o d  w id o w  r e a s o n e d  w ith  -m e  in  
v a in .  I  w o u ld  fro, a n d  I  w o u ld  a c c e p t  n o  
h e lp  iu  m o n e y  e x c e p t  o n e  s o v e r e ig n ,  a n d  
t h a t  b u t  a s  a  lo a n .  S o  sh e  s a id , “ G o d  
b le s s  y o u ,  m y  p o o r  b o y .  B e  g o o d ,  m y  
d e a r , b e  g o o d , ”  a n d  I  s e t  o u t  o n c e  a g a in  
f o r  L o n d o n .

C H A P T E R  V I .

I n  t h e  lo n e l in e s s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y  m y  
g r i e f  b e g a n  t o  m a k e  i t s e l f  f e lt .  D a y  a f t e r  
d a y  a s  I  w e n t  f r o m  p la c e  t o  p la c e  s e e k in g  
w o rk , o r  la y  o n  m y  b e d  l i s t e n in g  t o  th e  
d i s t a n t  r o a r  o f  th e  t r a ff ic  a n d  t h e  t o l l in g  
o f  th e  b e l ls ,  th e  s h a d o w y  c lo u d  o f  s o r r o w  
a s s u m e d  m o r e  d e f in ite  s h a p e , a n d  t h e  t w o  
a w fu l  id e a s  t h a t  I  w a s  u t t e r ly  a lo n e ,  a n d  
t h a t  I  s h o u ld  n e v e r  see  A l ic e  a g a in —n e v e r  
n e v e r , n e v e r —t o o k  s u c h  h o ld  u p o n  m e  t h a t  
I  b e g a n  t o  h a te  m y  l i f e ,  t o  s h r in k  fr o m  
c o n t a c t  w ith  m y  fe l lo w -c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  t o  
b r o o d  u p o n  th e  t h o u g h t  o f  d e a th .

O n e n ig h t ,  a s  I  s a t  in  th e  d is m a l  c o ffe e -  
r o o m  o f  t h e  p la c e  w h e r e  I  l o d g e d ,  w ith  
m y  h e a d  in  m y  h a n d s  a n d  b la n k n e s s  in  
m y  h e a r t  a n d  e y e s ,  I  g r a d u a l ly  b e c a m e  
c o n s c io u s  o f  a  b o y ’ s v o ic e  p le a d in g  f o r  
“ j u s t  o n e  c h a n c e —j u s t  t h is  o n e , ”  a n d  o f  a 
g r u f f  v o ic e ,  k n o w n  t o  m e  a s  th e  w a it e r ’ s, 
a n s w e r in g ,  “ n o ,”  a n d  “ n o ,”  a n d  “ n o . ”

I  g o t  u p  a n d  c a l le d  t h e  w a it e r  t o  m e . 
“ W h a t ’ s th e  m a t t e r ? ”  I  a^ ked .

T h e  w a it e r  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s . “ Ow, 
i t ’ s n o t h in ’ , ”  h e  s a i d ;  “ o n l y  a  b o y  as 
w a n ts  a  b e d , a n ’ ’ a s  n o  b r a - s  +o p a v  fe r  
it . C o m m o n  e n o u g h ,  t i± a t  t h e r e  in  o u r  
b u s in e s s . ’ *'"

T h e  w a it e r  b r u s h e d  a n  i m a g in a r v  c r u m b  
o f f  th e  ta b le ,  a n d  s e t  t h e  c a s t o r  « tra isrh t.

“ W h e r e  is  t h e  l a d ? ”  s a id  I .
“ H e ’s  g o r n e  o u t  a - lo o k in ’ f e r  a  c o p p e r , ”  

h e  a n s w e re d . “ I t ’ s r a t h e r  ’ a r d  l in e s ,  i t  is. 
'C o s  ’ e ’ s o n l y  a n  ’ a p e n n y  s h o r t  o f  'i s  p r ic e ,  
*e i s ;  a n ’ 'e ’ s b e e n  a  h o u r  a - t r y in ’ t o  c o l 
l e c t  i t  in  th e  S t r a n d , 'e  ’ a v e ;  w h ic h  n o 
b o d y  d o w n ’ t  g iv e  n o t h in ’ a w a y  a s  th e y  
w a n ts  in  L o n d o n , t h e y  d o w n ’t .”

T h e  id e a  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  g iv e n  th e  
b o y  th e  h a l fp e n n y  d id  n o t  se e m  t o  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  t o  th e  w a it e r  a t  a l l .  I  a s k e d  
h im  t o  c a l l  th e  b o y  b a c k  a n d  se n d  h im  t o  
m e.

T h e n  I  c o u n te d  m y  m o n e y .  I  h a d  tw o  
s h i l l in g s  a n d  a  p e n n y . U nlesB  I  fo u n d  
w o rk  t o -m o r r o w . I  s h o u ld  b e  s o o n  d e s t i 
tu te . B u t  t h is  w a s  a  c h e a p  h o u s e , a n d  
th e  b e d s  o n l y  s ix p e n c e , so  t h a t  I  w a s  s t il l  
r i c h  e n o u g h  t o  e n t e r t a in  a  g u e s t .

T h e  b o y  c a m e  b a c k  in  a  m in u te  w ith

t h e  w a it e r .  H is  n a m e  w a s  H a r r y  F ie ld 
in g  a n d  h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  f o u r te e n  
y e a r s  o f  a g e . H e  w a s  v e r y  t h in  a n d  p a le , 
a n d  h is  c lo t h e s  w e re  c o v e r e d  w ith  white* 
d u s t . I  a s k e d  h im  t o  s it  d o w n , o r d e r e d  
h im  s o m e  te a , a n d  w a it e d  f o r  h im  t o  t e l l  
h is  s t o r y .

H e h a d  n o  p a r e n ts . H is  m o t h e r  h a d  b e e n  
d e a d  fiv e  y e a r s .  H is  fa t h e r ,  a  s o ld ie r ,  d is 
c h a r g e d  a s  u n fit  f o r  s e r v ic e ,  h a d  d ie d  in  
D o v e r  w o r k h o u s e  a  m o n th  a g o .  T h e  b o y  
a f : e r  t r y in g  t o  e n l is t  f o r  a  d r u m m e r ,  
a n d  b e in g  r e je c t e d ,  o w in g  t o  a d e fe c t  in  
h is  l e f t  h a n d , h a d  l iv e d  u p o n  th e  c h a r i t y  
o f  t h e  s o ld ie r s  in  th e  S h o r n c l i f f e  C a m p  u n 
t i l  th e  p r o v o s t  h a d  e x p e l le d  h im , w h e n  
h e  se t  o f f  a n d  t r a m p e d  t o  L o n d o n .

H e h a d  w a lk e d  tw e n ty - f iv e  m ile s  t h a t  
d a y  a lo n g  t h e  d u s ty  r o a d s  w it h o u t  fo o d ,  
a n d  h a d  s o ld  h is  w a is t c o a t  a n d  n e c k e r 
c h ie f  f o r  f iv e p e n c e  t o  a  J e w  c lo th e s -d e a l-  
e r . H e  t o ld  m e , w ith  t h e  g h o s t  o f  a  s m ile , 
h o w  h e  h a d  s p e n t  a n  h o u r  in  f r u it l e s s  
e f fo r t s  t o  p e r s u a d e  th e  J e w  t o  *?ive h im  
a n o t h e r  p e n n y ;  a n d  h o w  th e  w a it e r  in  
th e  c o ffe e -r o o m  h a d  s e n t  h im  o u t  t o  b e g  
f o r  t h e  s a m e  a m o u n t .  “ B u t ,”  s a id  h e , 
w ith  a  s ig h ,  “ I  c o u ld  o n ly  g e t  a  h a l f p e n n y ,  
a n d  h e  w o u ld n ’t  l e t  m e  u n t i l  I  h a d  s ix 
p e n c e .”

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .) * ________
E A G L E  A T T A C K S  D O G .

F r o m  S h i d z u o k a  c o m e s  a  g r a p h i c  

a c c o u n t  o f  a  b l o o d y  c o m b a t  b e 

t w e e n  a n  e a g l e  a n d  a  d o g ,  s a y s  t h e  

J a p a n  A d v e r t i s e r .  A f e w  d a y s  a g o ,  

a t  a b o u t  8  a . m . ,  w h i l e  o n e  A n o  w a a  

e n g a g e d  i n  f a r m i n g  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  a  

h i l l  c a l l e d  A w a g a t a b e  i n  a  s u b u r b  

o f  S h i d z u o k a ,  h e  s a w  h i s  . f a v o r i t e  

d o g  s c a m p e r  a w a y  i n  u n u s u a l  e x 

c i t e m e n t .  T h e  f a r m e r ,  s t r u c k  w i t h  

c u r i o s i t y ,  f o l lo w e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

in. w h ic h  t h e  d o g  r a n  a n d  w a s  

a m a z e d  t o  s e e  t h e  a n i m a l  j u m p i n g  

a b o u t  a n d  b a r k i n g  f u r i o u s l y  i n  a  

t h i c k e t  n e a r  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a  l a r g e  

p i n e  t r e e .

O n  c l o s e r  s c r u t i n y  h e  f o u n d  t h e  

d o g  w a s  w a g i n g  a  s a v a g e  b a t t l e  

w i t h  a  l a r g e  e a g l e  n e a r l y  f iv e  f e e t  i n  

h e i g h t .  T h e  b i r d  w o u l d  d e s c e n d  

u p o n  t h e  d o g  a n d  a t t a c k  i t  w i t h  i t s  

p o w e r f u l  t a l o n s ,  w h i l e  t h e  d o g  

w o u l d  s p r i n g  a w a v  a l e r t l y  t r y i n g  t o  

b i t e  i t s  e n e m y .  T h e  e x c i t i n g  c o m 

b a t  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  b u t  

a t  l a s t  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  e n d  i n  t h e  d e 

f e a t  o f  t h e  d o g .

T h e  f a r m e r  f e t c h e d  a  h a t c h e t  a n d  

r u s h e d  t o  t h e  s u c c o r  o f  h i s  p e t ,  

r a i n i n g  u p o n  t h e  e a g l e  r e p e a t e d  

b l o w s .  T h e  d o g .  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  

t h i s  h e l p ,  a t t a c k e d  i t s  a n t a g o n i s t  

w i t h  r e d o u b l e d  v ia to r , a n d  a f t e r  a 
w h i l e  t h e  e a g l e  f e l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  

Q u i te  e x h a u s t e d  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  

b l o o d .  A n o  t o o k  t h e  c a p t i v e  h o m e  

i n  t r i u m p h  a n d  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  k e e p 

i n g  i t  i n  h is  h o u s e .

T h e  e a g l e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  o f  e n o r 

m o u s  s iz e  a n d  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  a t t r a c t 

i n g  g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  a m o n g  t h e  v i l 

l a g e r s .

Take A Scoopfal 
Of Each- 

Side By Side
Take “ St. Lawrence”

G ranulated in o n e  
scoop—and any other 
sugar in the other.

Look at “ St. Law- 
rance”  S u g a r  — its 
perfect crystals — its 
pure, wliite sparkle— 
its even grain. Test it point by point, and you vill see that

A b s o l u t e l y
B e s t

A b s o l u t e l y  

’S u & a v  P u r e

is one of the choicest sugars ever refined—with a standard of purity
that few sugars can boast. Try it in your home.

A n aly sis  show s, “ St. L a w ren ce  G ranulated”  to  be  "99 99/100 to ioof(
Pure Cane Sugar w ith  n o  im p u rities  w h a tev er"

"M ost every dealer sells S t Lawrence Sugar.’

ST. LAW RENCE SUGAR REFINERIES LIMITED.
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