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I  a m u s e  m y s e lT  b y  lo o k in g  fo r  m y  ow n  
p a r t ic u l a r  fr ie n d s  in  t h e  c ro w d . O liv e  
is  in  a  c o r n e r  f l ir t in g  w ith  J a c k  R o l-  
le s to n , P o p p y  iB s i t t in g  c a lm ly  b e s id e  h e r  
fia n c e , lo o k in g  a s  l i z i ly  h a n d s o m e  aB e v er . 
K a t e  R o lle s t o n  is  lu o o k in g  a t  m e . I  
w o n d e r  i f  sh e  w o u ld  l ik e  v e r y  m u c h  to  
c h a n g e  p la c e s  w ith  m e , a n d  i f  h a l f  a t  
le a s t  o f  O liv e ’ s su s p ic io n  a b o u t  h e r  a n d  
G e r a r d  B a x t e r  iB t r u e ?  P e r h a p s  K a t ie  
h a s  lo s t  h e r  h e a r t  to  t h is  a r t is t -fr ie n d  
o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ’ s, t h o u g h , a c c o r d in g  to  
M r s . W a u c h o p e , M r . B a x t e r  d o es n o t  c a re  
fo r  y o u n g  la d ie s . I  a m  p u z z lin g  o v e r  
K a t i e 's  s t e a d fa s t  lo o k , a n d  w o n d e r in g  
h o w  it  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t h a t ,  a m o n g  a l l  ou r  
c o m m o n  fr ie n d s , n o b o d y  h a s  e v e r  to ld  
G e r a r d  B a x t e r  w h o  I  a m , w h e n  ‘T a n n -  
h a u s e r ”  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d , a n d  I  r is e  .fro m  
m y  s e a t , B lu m e n t h a lu ’ s “ B e n d  o f  th e  
R iv e r ”  b e in g  n e x t  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .

“ Y o u  p r a c t ic e  a  g r e a t  d e a l? ”  M r . B a x ­
t e r  o b s e r v e s , a s  h e  o ffe r s  m e  h is  a r m  
a g a in .

“ Y e s ,”  I  a n s w e r , s m il in g , a s  I  m e t  
h is  sp le n d id  d a r k  e y e s . “ I  h o p e  it  does  
n o t  a n n o y  y o u ."

“ N o ;  M r s . W a u c h o p e  w ill  t e ll  y o u  
t h a t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b ee n  f.o  in d u s tr io u s  a s  
sin c e  y o u  c a m e  t o  C a r lto n  S t r e e t ."

“ I  a m  g la  d to  h e a r  i t ,”  I  v e n tu r e ,  
s o m e w h a t  s o b e r ly . “ I f  I  h a d  y o u r  t a l ­
e n t , I  sh o u ld  c e r t a in ly  n o t  le t  i t  be  
idle.” , ,

“ I  m e a n  to  w o rk  v e r y  h a r d  n o w , he  
s a y s  q u ic k ly . “ B e fo r e , I  d id  n o t  c a re  
v e r y  m u c h  w h e th e r  I  m a d e  a  n a m e  fo r  
m y s e lf  o r  h o t. B u t  n o w — I  d o ! ”

C H A P T E R  I V .
“ S o  h e  t h in k s  I  sp en d  m y  t im e  d r u m ­

m in g  a w a y  o n  t h is  u n fo r t u n a t e  in s t r u ­
m e n t w ith  t h e  u lt im a t e  o b je c t  o f  e a r n in g  
m y  liv e lih o o d ? ”  I  la u g h ,  s i t t in g  b e fo r e  
th e  p ia n o  in  M r s . W a u c h o p e ’ s d r a w in g ­
ro o m  o n  t h e  m o r n in g  a f t e r  M a d a m e  
C r o n h e lm ’ s s o ir e e  m u s ic a le . “ H e  thin kB  
t a m  a  p e n n ile s s  a r t -s tu d e n t  l ik e  h im s e lf ,  
b o u n d  t o  e a r n  m y  b r e a d  b y  w h a te v e r  
t a le n t  I  p o s s e s s , u n le s s  I  p r e fe r  t o  s it  
d o w n  a n d  s t a r v e . W h a t  a  jo k e  i t  is , a n d  
h o w  O liv e  w ill  e n jo y  i t !  A n d  h o w  A u n t  
R o s a ’s  s t i f f  g r a y  c u r ls  w o u ld  b r is t le  w ith  
h o r r o r  i f  sh e  k n e w  t h a t  h e r  n iec e  A l l ie  
S o m e r s  S c o tt  o f  W o o d h a y  w a s  ta k e n  fo r  
a  p o o r  y o u n g  w o m a n  fr o m  t h e  c o u n tr y  
wrh o  h a d  c o m e  u p t o  th e s e  c h e a p  fu r n is h ­
ed  lo d g in g s  fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s t u d y in g  
v o c a l m u s ic  fo r  th e  s t a g e !”

T h o  id e a  is  to o  d e lic io u s ! I  la u g h  to  
m y s e lf  w ith  su ch  fr a n t ic  e n jo y m e n t  t h a t ,  
i f  M a r y  A n n e  h a d  c h a n c e d  to  c o m e  in to  
t h e  r o o m , sh e  w o u ld  h a v e  se t  m e  d ow n  
e ith e r  a s  a n  id io t  or  a s  so m e  h a r m le s s  
k in d  o f  lu n a t ic .  I  s h a ll  n o t  • te l l  M r . 
B a x t e r  th e  m is t a k e  h e h a s  m a d e — sin ce  
n o o n e  h a s  t h o u g h t  o f  t e l l in g  h im  b e fo r e ,  
I  h o p e  t h e y  w ill  n o t  t e l l  h im  n o w . T h e y  
m u s t  t a k e  i t  fo r  g r a n te d  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  
w h o I  a m , a n d  h e m u s t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  no  
q u e s tio n s  n e c e s s a r y , se e in g  fo r  h im s e lf  
m y  m o d e  o f  li fe .  A s  fo r  M r s . W a u c h o p e ,  
sh e  p r o b a b ly  s t i l l  la b o r s  u n d e r  th e  d e­
lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  C o u n t  a n d  th e  “ d r a w ­
in g -r o o m s ”  h a v e  n e v e r  y e t  e n c o u n te r e d  
e a c h  o t h e r  h e r e  o r  a n y w h e r e  e lse . M r . 
B a x t e r  m u s t  th in k  t h e  D e a n e s  a n d  R o l- 
le s to n s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  k in d  in  t a k in g  m e  
u p ; b u t  th e n  h e  k n o w s  th e m  to  be fo n d  
o f  a r t  a n d  a r t i s t ic  p e o p le , e s p e c ia lly  th e  
R o lle s t o n s , a n d  l ik e ly  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  
m u c h  o f  m e  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  m y  v o ic e . 
W h a t  fu n  it  is  to  t h in k  o f  m y s e l f  a s  
w o r k in g  fo r  m y  l i v i n g !  W h a t  fu n  it  w ill  
b e  to  k ee p  u p  th e  d e lu s io n  w ith  th e  h e lp  
o f m y  s c a m p is h  fr ie n d  O liv e , w h o  lo v e s  
n o th in g  so  m u c h  a s  a  p r a c t ic a l  jo k e !

B u t  m y  fu n  is p u t  a  sto p  to  in  a  v e ry  
s u m m a r y  m a n n e r . W h i le  I  a m  s i t t in g  
h e r e  a t  th e  p ia n o , a  n o te  f r o m  O liv e  is 
p u t  in to  m y  h a n d  to  s a y  t h a t  E ll in o r  
h a s  s c a r le t  fe v e r , a n d  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  to  
a t t e m p t  to  c o m e  n e a r  t h e  h o u se . A l l  th e  
o t h e r s  h a v e  h a d  it , a n d  a r e  n o t  a fr a id ,  
b u t  M rs . D e a n e  w ill n o t  a llo w  th e m  to  
c o m e  n e a r  m e — I  m u s t  n o t  e x p e c t e v e n  to  
see O liv e  a t  M a d a m e  C r o n h e lm ’s t o -d a y , 
a s  h e r  m o t h e r  d o es n o t  t h in k  i t  w o u ld  be  
r ig h t  to  a llo w  h e r  t o  g o  t h e re  o u t  o f  a n  
in fe c te d  h o u se .

I  a m  v e r y  s o r r y , n o t  o n ly  fo r  m y  ow n  
sa k e , b u t  fo r  E l l in o r  a n d  a ll  o f  t h e m . I  
w r ite  a  n o te  to  O liv e , a n d  h a v e  j u s t  m a d e  
u p  m y  m in d  n o t  t o  g o  o u t  a t  a l l  t h is  
m o r n in g , w h e n  A d a  R o lle s t o n  c o m e s  r u n ­
n in g  in  w ith  a n  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  t h a t  I  
w o u ld  c o m e  o v e r  a n d  sp e n d  t h e  d a y  in  
B e r k e le y  S tr e e t , w h ic h  I  a m  r a t h e r  u n ­
w ill in g  to  d o , b u t  w h ic h  A d a  p e r s u a d e s  
m 6 in to  d o in g  in  t h e  e n d .

D u r in g  t h e  n e x t  five o r  s ix  d a y s  I  sp e n d  
m o s t  o f  m y  t im e  w ith  t h e  R o lle s to n s .  
A d a  p e ts  m e  a n d  sp o ils  m e  v e r y  m u c h , 
in  t h e  fa s h io n  o f  O liv e  D e a n e , w ho' h a s  
“ fa g g e d ”  fo r  m e  s in c e  w e w e re  c h ild r e n  
^ o g e th g r , y h o  h o u s e  jn  B e r k e le y  S tr e e t  is 
a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  o n 6— t h e re  a re  a lw a y s  
v is it o r s  c o m in g  a n d  g o in g — c le v e r  p e o ­
p le , p o e ts , p a in t e r s , a r t is t s ,  a n d  l i t e r a r y  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n . W e  a r e  n e v e r  a t  a  lo ss  
fo r  a m u s e m e n t, b e tw e e n  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n s  
fo r  th e  fa n c y  b a l l ,  J a c k ’ s a m a t e u r  s tu d io  
a n d  th e  g r e a t  m u s ic -r o o m  w h e re  t h e ir  m u ­
s ic a l  fr ie n d s  w o u ld  w il l in g ly  p la y  s y m ­
p h o n ie s  a n d  fa n t a s ie s  a l l  d a y  lo n g , i f  
t h e y  c o u ld  find  a n y  o n e  t o  lis t e n  to  t h e m .

I  m e e t  M r. B a x t e r  t h e re  v e r y  o fte n — in  
f a c t ,  I  m a y  s a y  e v e r y  d a y . I  do n o t  th in k  
h e  c a n  b e  w o r k in g  v e r y  h a r d — u n le s s  h e  
p a in t s  b y  la m p lig h t — h e is a lw a y s  w ith  
J a c k  R o lle s t o n , s m o k in g  in  h is  s tu d io  Or 
o h a tt in g  to  u s in  th e  d r a w in g -r o o m . H e  
e v e n  s t a y s  t o  d in n e r  s o m e tim e s — I  k n ow  
i t  b e c a u s e  th e y  in s is t  u p o n  m y  d in in g  
t h e r e  o n c e  o r  tw ic e , a n d , w h en  I  d in e  
th e r e , h e  d in e s  t h e r e  to o . T h e y  la u g h  a t  
m e  a b o u t  h i m - -o f  c o u r se , g ir ls  la u g h  a t  
e a c h  o t h e r  fo r  v e r y  l i t t l e — a n d  c a l l  h im  
m y  h a n d s o m e  sw e e th e a r t . B u t  I  do n o t  
f lir t  w ith  h im , th o u g h  h e m a n a g e s  so m e ­
h o w  t o  be a lw a y s  in  m y  n e ig h b o r h o o d , 
a n d  I  c a n n o t  h e lp  k n o w in g  t h a t  h e is a l ­
m o s t  a lw a y s  lo o k in g  a t  m e .

I  a m  g o in g  h o m e  011 th a  sec o n d  Of 
A p r i l ,  to  c o m e  u p t o  to w n  a g a in  fo r  
P o p p y ’s w e d d in g , u n le s s  i t  is  p o stp o n e d  
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  E l l in o r ’s i l ln e s s . O liv e , 
w h o  w r ite s  t o  m e  a lm o s t  e v e r y  d a y , s a y s  
t h e y  a r e  t h in k in g  o f  g o in g  to  B r ig h t o n  
a s  so o n  a s  E ll in o r  is  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to  
t r a v e l ,  a n d  I  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s u rp r is e d  i f  
P o p p y ’s w e d d in g  to o k  p la c e  fr o m  th e re .

T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  s e e in g  W o o d h a y  bo soon  
d o e s  n o t  fill m e  w ith  u n m ix e d  d e lig h t . 
S o m e t h in g  h a s  t h r o w n  a  g la m o r  o v e r  M rs. 
W a u c h o p e ’s s h a b b y  fu r n is h e d  lo d g in g s ,  
w h ic h  m y  ow n  b e a u t i fu l  M a n o r  h a s  n e v ­
e r  k n o w n —“ a  l ig h t  t h a t  n e v e r  w a s  on  
la n d  o r  s e a ”  i l lu m in e s  th e se  d u s t y  r o o m s , 
a  “ g lo r y  a n d  a  fr e s h n e s s  a n d  a  d r e a m ,”  
in  w h ic h  I w a lk  lik e  o n e  w h o “ on  a  m o u n ­
t a in  t a k e s  th e  .d a w n .”  I  a m  so h a p p y , 
a n d  y e t  I  c a n n o t  s a y  w h a t  h a s  m a d e  m e  
h a p p y .

O n e  d a y  t h e  R o lle s t o n s  t a k e  m e  t o  seo  
t h e  s tu d io  o f  a n  a r t is t  o f  w h o se  p ic tu r e s  
I  h a v e  h e a r d — a  m a n  w h o  v e ry  o fte n  
c o m e s  to  B e r k e le y  S tr e e t , a n d  w h o , g a u n t  
a n d  g r a y  a n d  d ish e v e le d  a s  h e  is . is  on e  
o f  th e  “ l io n s ”  o f  th e  d a y . A s  w e g o  up  
t h e  s t a ir s  le a d in g  to  th e  s tu d io , w e m e e t  
a  g ir l  c o m in g  d o w n — a  y o u n g  g ir l ,  p o o r ­
l y  d re sse d , b u t  w ith  a  fa c e  o f  su ch  ex­
t r a o r d in a r y  b e a u ty  t h a t  it  a b s o lu te ly  
d a z z le s  m e . I h a d  n e v e r  d r e a m e d  t h a t  a  
h u m a n  fa c e  c o u ld  b e  so  lo v e ly , a n d  M rs . 
R o lle s t o n , w h o  h a s  a ls o  b ee n  s tru c k  b y  it  
m a k e s  th e  s a m e  r e m a r k  t o  th e  g r e a t  
p a in t e r  h im s e lf .

“ O h , t h a t ,”  h e  s a y s , la y in g  d o w n  h is  
p a le t t e  a n d  b ru sh e s , “ is a p o o r  c h iM  w h o  
Bits to  m e  a s  a  m o d e l— h e r  n a m e  ie W h i t e !

H e r  m o th e r  is  a  w r e tc h e d  w o m a n , a lw a y s  
b e g g in g — s o m e tim e s  d r u n k . H e re  is  h e r  
p ic t u r e — y e s , i t  is  a  lo v e ly  fa c e .”

H e  h a s  tu r n e d  a  c a n v a s  w h ic h  h a d  b ee n  
s t a n d in g  w ith  it s  fa c e  to  t h e  w a ll , a n d  
w e a r e  lo o k in g  a g a in  a t  th e  g jy l w e m e e t  
o n  th e  s t a ir s . T h e r e  a re  th e  p u r e  G reek  
o u t lin e s  w h ic h  P h id ia s  m ig h t  h a v e  w o r­
sh ip p e d — t h e  t a n g le d  re d -g o ld  h a ir  to sse d  
b a c k  fr o m  t h e  w h ite  fo r e h e a d , g li t t e r in g  
l ik e  a  h a lo  r o u n d  th e  a n g e lic  h e a d , th e  
d a r k  b lu e  v e lv e ty  e y e s , t h e  e x q u is ite  s m il ­
in g  l ip s . T h e  g r e a t  a r t i s t  lia d ‘ p a in te d  
h e r  in  r a g s ,  s e l l in g  v io le ts . S h e  is  h o ld ­
in g  o u t  a  b u n c h  in  o n e  s m a l l  s le n d e r  
h a n d , a s  sh e  le a n s  a g a in s t  t h e  p i l la r  o f  
so m e  g r e a t  p o r tic o , lo o k in g  o u t  o f  th e  
c a n v a s  w ith  th o s e  in n o c e n t  w is t fu l  e y e s .
I  s ta n d  b e fo r e  t h e  p ic t u r e  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e , 
s t u d y in g  t h a t  g i r l ’ s fa c e . I  e n v y  h e r , 
t h o u g h  sh e  is  in  r a g s  a n d  I  a m  w e a r in g  
a  d re ss  o f  s t e e l -g r a y  v e lv e t  w ith  a  b o n ­
n e t  o f  t h e  s a m e , w h o se  c o s t  I  s c a r c e ly  
c a r e  to  r e m e m b e r . H o w  h a p p y  sh e  o u g h t  
to  be  w ith  a  fa c e  l ik e  t h a t ?  W h a t  m a t ­
te r  a b o u t  c o ld  a n d  h u n g e r , a n d  r a g s , i f  
o n e  c o u ld  s m ile  o n  th e  b e h o ld e r  w ith  
th o s e  e th e r e a l e y e s , w ith  th o s e  e x q u is ite  
c h ild is h  l i p s !  So I  t h in k , lo o k in g  d ow n  
a t  t h e  l i fe le s s  c a n v a s . A n d  a s  I  lo o k  a  
s h iv e r  r u n s  t h r o u g h  m y  v e in s , a s  th o u g h  
a  d o o r  h a d  o p e n e d  B om ew h ere , le t t in g  in  
a  b r e a t h  o f  so m e  c o ld  o u te r  a ir . I t  is  
a  c u r io u s  s e n s a t io n —I  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  p e o ­
p le  fe e lin g  th e  l ik e  w h e n  o n e  w a lk e d  ov e r  
t h e ir  g r a v e  t h a t  w a s  to  b e . Y e t  w h y  
s h o u ld  t h is  g i r l ’ s fa c e  m a k e  m e  s h iv e r ?  
I t  is  a s  b e a u t i fu l  a s  t h e  fa c e  o f  a n  a n ­
g e l ,  a n d  a s  in n o c e n t— it  is  n o t  v e r y  l ik e ly  
t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  e v e r  d o  m e  a n y  h a r m !  

* * * * * * *
T h is  e v e n in g  th o  R o lle s t o n s  in s is t  u p o n  

s e n d in g  t h e ir  c a r r ia g e  t o  t a k e  m e  b a c k  
to  B e r k e le y  S tr e e t  t o  d in n e r . I  s h o u ld  
h a v e  s p e n t  a  lo v e ly  e v e n in g  i f  I  h a d  n o t  
g o n e , a n d  y e t  I  g o  r a t h e r  u n w ill in g ly ,  
h a v in g  h a d  a  p ile  o f  le t t e r s  f r o m  W o o d ­
h a y  a n d  Y a t te n d e n  in  th e  m o r n in g , w h ic h  
I h a v e  n o t  y e t  h a d  t im e  t o  r e a d . B u t  
t h e  t e m p t a t io n  to  sp e n d  th e  e v e n in g  in  
t h a t  p le a s a n t  h o u s e  is  to o  s t r o n g  to  r e ­
s is t — a g a in s t  m y  b e t te r  ju d g m e n t  I  a llo w  
m y s e lf  to  be  p e r s u a d e d , a n d  se v e n  o ’ c lo ck  
fin d s  m e  in  t h e  d r a w in g -r o o m  a t  B e r k e ­
le y  S t r e e t ;  a n d , a s  u s u a l ,  I  fin d  M r . B a x ­
t e r  t h e r e  b e fo r e  m e .

“ I  d o n ’ t t h in k  y o u  a re  w o r k in g  v e ry  
h a r d ,”  I  s a y  t o  h im  in  t h e  c o u r se  o f  th e  
e v e n in g .

“ I  th in k  we h a v e  b o th  b ee n  r a t h e r  id le  
l a t e l y ,”  h e  r e t o r t s ,  w ith  h is  b o y is h  sm ile .

“ I  h a v e  b ee n  h e r e  e v e r y  d a y — I  h a v e  no  
t im e  t o  p r a c t ic e .”

“ A n d  I  h a v e  b ee n  h e r e  e v e r y  d a y — I h a v e  
n o  t im e  to  p a in t .”

“ B u t  h o w  a r e  y o u  to m a k e  t h is  g r e a t  
n a m e  fo r  y o u r s e lf  i f  y o u  do n o t  w o r k ? ”  

“ A n d  y o u ? ”  h e  s u g g e s t s , la u g h in g .
“ O h , I  a m  n o t in  a n y  g r e a t  h u r r y  to  

m a k e  a  n a m e  fo r  m y s e l f ! "
“ I  a m  g la d  to  H e a r  i t . I  h o p e  y o u  w ill  

n e v e r  m a k e  a  n a m e  fo r  y o u r s e lf  a t  a l l .  ’ 
“ T h a n k  y o u !”
“ I  m e a n  t h a t  I  h o p e  y o u  w ill  n e v e r  m a k e  

t h a t  v o ic e  o f  y o u r s  p u b lic  p r o p e r t y .”  
“ W h a t  th e n  is  to  b e c o m e  o f  m e ? ”  I  a sk , 

w ith  la u d a b le  g r a v it y .
“ L e t  so m e  m a n  w o rk  fo r  y o u ,”  h e  s a y s  

h u r r ie d ly , h is  b o y is h  fa c e  f lu s h in g  lik e  a 
g i r l ’s. “ G iv e  so m e  m a n  th e  c h a n c e  o f  
m a k in g  a  n a m e  fo r  h im s e lf— fo r  y o u r  
s a k e !”

I  s h a k e  m y  h e a d  g r a v e ly , lo o k in g  o u t  
in to  t h e  t w i lig h t . W e  a r e  s t a n d in g  a t  
a n  o p e n  w in d o w  a t  t h e  u p p e r  en d  o f  th e  
lo n g  m u s ic -r o o m . A l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  
p a r t y  a r e  c lu s te r e d  r o u n d  th e  p ia n o  a t  
t h e  lo w e r  e n d , w h e r e  so m e  m u s ic -m a d  
fr ie n d  o f C r a u fo r d ’ s is  p la y in g  B e r lio z ’ s 
“ S y m p h o n ie  F a n t a s t iq u e .”  T h e s e  a r e  a ll  
in  a  w a r m  g lo w  o f  c a n d le -l ig h t  fr o m  th e  
l ig h t s  o n  t h e  p ia n o , b u t  w e, s t a n d in g  a t  
t h is  d is t a n t  w in d o w , a r e  i llu m in e d  o n ly  
b y  th e  lo w  g lim m e r  fr o m  a f a i n t  c le a r  
a p p le -g r e e n  s k y  a g a in s t  w 'hich  t h e  h o u se s  
s t a n d  u p  p ic t u r e s q u e ly  d a r k  a n d  in d is ­
t in c t ,  a n d  in w h ic h , ju s t  a b o v e  t h e  s h a ­
d o w y  c h im n e y -to p s , b u r n s  o n e g r e a t  red  
lo v e ly  s ta r .

“ M iss  S c o tt , d o  y o u  t h in k  th e  m a n  y o u  
m a r r y  w ill e v e r  a llo w  y o u  to  s in g  on  
t h e  s t a g e ? ”

H is  v o ic e  s t a r t le s  m e , lo w  a n d  q u ie tly  
a s  th e  w o rd s  a r e  sp o k e n . I lo o k  u p  a t  
t h e  t a l l  d a r k  f ig u re , in d is t in c t  in  th e  
t w i l i g h t ;  a n d  s u d d e n ly  t h is  b o y , w ith  h is  
b e a u t i fu l  e y e s , h is  d e s p e r a t e  p o v e r t y , h is  
p a s s io n a t e  p r id e , se e m s to  t a k e  m e  b y  th e  
h a n d  a n d  le a d  m e  in to  so m e  “ fa e r y -la n d  
f o r lo r n ”  o f  w h ic h  I  h a v e  n e v e r  d r e a m e d  
in  a ll  m y  l i f e  b e fo r e .

“ I  d o  n o t  th in k  a b o u t  i t , ”  I  a n s w e r  w ith  
t r u t h .

“ M iss  S c o tt , w ill y o u  m a r r y  m e ? ”
T h is  q u e s tio n  ta k e s  m e  so e n t ir e ly  b y  

s u r p r is e  t h a t  it  c o n v e y s  n o  m e a n in g  to  
m y  m in d .

“ A llie ,  w ill y o u  m a r r y  m e , a n d  g iv e  m e  
t h e  r ig h t  to  w o rk  fo r  y o u ? ”

I  lo o k  u p  in to  th e  e a g e r  d a r k  e y e s  o f  
t h e  la d  w h o  is  so  e a g e r  to  w o rk  fo r  m e , 
b u t  w h o  c a n n o t  o r  w ill n o t  w o rk  fo r  
h im s e lf .

“ Y o u  w it h  a  w i f e ! ”  I  e x c la im , w ith  a  
c ru e l s m ile . “ I t  se e m s to  m e  to  b e  as  
m u c h  a s  y o u  c a n  c o m p a s s — ”

“ T o  liv e  m y s e l f .  Y o u  a r e  v e r y  b i t t e r ;
I  t h in k  y o u  t a k e  a p le a s u r e  in  h u r t in g  
m e — I  t h in k  y o u  a lw a y s  d i d ! ”

“ F o r g iv e  m e ,”  I  s a y , h o ld in g  o u t  m y  
h a n d ; it  lo o k s  v e r y  w h ite  a n d  s lim  in  
t h e  h a l f  l i g h t ,  a s  I  a m  su re  I  lo o k  m y ­
s e l f  in  m y  fa in t  w h ite  c l in g in g  g o w n . “ I t  
w a s  k in d  o f  y o u  to  w is h  to  h e lp  m e  in  
th e  o n ly  w a y  y o u  c o u ld — ”

“ K i n d !”  h e  in te r r u p ts  p a s s io n a t e ly , t a k ­
in g  t h e  h a n d  I  h a v e  o ffe re d  to  h im  a n d  
d a r in g  t o  p r e ss  h is  w a r m  y o u n g  lip s  
a g a in s t  it . “ I  a m  k in d  to  y o u , A ll ie , if  
y o u  c a ll  i t  k in d  ro lo v e  y o u  w ith  a ll  ih e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  m y  h e a r t  u n d  s o u l ! ”

“ B u t  y o u  h a v e  o n ly  k n o w n  m e  fo r  so  
s h o r t  a  t i m e ,”  I  s a y , d r a w in g  m y  h a n d  
a w a y  c o ld ly . " Y o u  c a n  k n o w  i.O ih in g  
a b o u t  m e .”

" I  k n o w  t h a t  I  lo v e  y o u — I  k n o w  t h a t  
I  h a v e  lo v e d  y o u  s in c e  t h e  v e r y  fir if. ev ­
e n in g  I  m e t  y o u  h e re . 1 b e lie v e  1 i e l l  in  
lo v e  w ith  y o u r  v o ic e  b e fo r e  I  e v v r  sa w  
y o u , th o u g h  M rs . W a u c h o p e  t h o u g h t  sh e  
n ip p e d  a n y  d a n g e r  o f  t h a t  k in d  so  .Uov­
e r ly  in  th e  b u d ;”  a n d  h e  la u g h s  a  In  tie  
— th e  o ld  b o y is h  la u g h . I  t h in k  o f  cne 
v io le ts  a n d  a m  s i le n t , lo o k in g  a t  th a t  
g r e a t  s o l i t a r y  s t a r , a t  th e  !• )u se s  s ta n d ­
in g  u p  b la c k  a g a in s t  t h e  g o ld -g r e e n  sk y . 
T h e  q u a in t  f a n t a s t ic  m u s ic  o f  tlie  S y m ­
p h o n ie  fills  th e  r o o m , t h e  g r o u p  a b o u t  
t h e  p ia n o  l is t e n  to  i t  e a g e r ly , w ith  the  
l ig h t  fu l l  011 t h e ir  p r e o c c u p ie d  la c e s ;  o n ly  
w e tw o  a r e  a lo n e  to g e t h e r  in  t h e  t w i lig h t  
w in d o w , tw o  t a l l  s h a d o w s  a g a in s t  th e  
f a i n t  c le a r  sa d n e s s  o f  t h ?  sk y .

“ W e  sh o u ld  be p o o r , A l l i e ;  b u t , i f  w e  
c a r e d  fo r  e a c h  o t h e r , t h a t  w o u ld  n o t  
m a t t e r . A n d  I  w o u ld  w ork  so  h a rd  fo r  
y o u —I  w o u ld  w o rk  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  r:' b e ­
c o m e  fa m o u s  fo r  y o u r  s a k e — n :>th ?ng  
w o u ld  be to o  h a r d  fo r  m e  w ith  su ch  a  

-h o p e  a s  t h a t .”
H e  lo o k s  a s  i f  h e  c o u ld  “ p ile  h im  a  p a ­

la c e  s t r a ig h t ,  to  p le a s u r e  t h e  p r in c e s s  h e  
lo v e d ”  a s  h e  s t a u d s  t h e re , so  y o u n g  a n d  
s tr o n g  a n d  fu l l  o f  l i f e  a n d  h o p e .

“ B u t  w h a t  fo o ls  p e o p le  w o u ld  t h in k  u s !”
I  s a y , s m il in g , a n d  w o n d e r in g  w h a t  he  
w ill s a y  w h e n  h e  h e a r s  th e  t r u t h  a b o u t  
m e .

“ S h o u ld  we c a r e  fo r  t h a t ? ” h e e y c la i sis, 
w ith  s c o r n fu l d a r k  eyf*s. “ I f  w e w ere  

j h*»nny, we sh o u ld  c a r e  v e ry  l i t t l e  w h a t  
o t h e r  p e o p le  s a id . W e  a re  j o *.*, I1

a n d  i f  w e c h o o se  t o  b e  p o o r  t o g e t h e r , it  
is n o b o d y ’s b u s in e s s  b u t  o u r  o w n .”  

P e r h a p s  m y  s ile n c e  s a y s  “ w h a t  I  w o u ld  
n e v e r  s w e a r ,”  fo r  h e  c o m e s  n e a r e r  t o  m e , 
b e n d in g  h is  d a r k  h e a d  to  lo o k  in to  m y  
e y e s , a s  h e  d id  o n c e  b e f o r e . in  t h is  v e r y  
r o o m , w h e n  w e q u a r r e le d  a b o u t  a  b u n c h  
o f  w ith e r e d  v io le t s .  >*,.

“ A ll ie ,  c o u ld n ’ t y o u  c a r e  fo r  m e  e n o u g h  
to ‘la y  y o u r  sw e e t  h a n d s  in  m in e  a n d  
t r u s t  to  m e ’ ?”

C o u ld  I ?  C a n  I ?  H e  t a k e s  m e  in  h is  
a r m s , h e  k is s e s  m e  p a s s io n a t e ly , a n d  I , 
A ll ie  S c o t t  o f  W o o d h a y , s u b m it  to  it  w ith  
a n  a m a z e d  d o c i l i t y  w h ic h  I  c o u ld  n o t  
h a v e  b e lie v e d  p o s s ib le  a  fo r t n ig h t  a g o . 
A n d  so  w e s t a n d  fo r  “ o n e  v a s t  m o m e n t ”  
o f  in to le r a b le  h a p p in e s s ; a n d  t h e n , w ith  
a  la u g h  w h ic h  e n d s  in  a s ig h , I  p u s h  h im  
a w a y  fr o m  m e .

“ O h , t h is  is  f o l l y ! ”  I  e x c la im , w ith  r a ­
th e r  t a r d y  w isd o m , i t  m u s t  b e  c o n fe s s ­
ed . “ W e  a r e  m a d  to  t h in k  o f  su c h  a  
t h in g  fo r  a  m in u t e . Y o u  h a v e  n o th in g , 
a n d  y e t  y o u  w a n t  to  b u r d e n  y o u r s e lf  
w ith  a  w ife  w h o se  o n ly  m o d e  o f  e a r n ­
in g  h e r  l iv in g  y o u  c o n d e m n !"

“ M y  w ife  s h a ll  n e v e r  s in g  fo r  h er  
b r e a d !”  t h e  b o y s  s a y s , t h r o w in g  u p  h is  
h e a d .

“ T h e n  h o w  d o  y o u  p r o p o se  to  l i v e ? ”
“ I  s h a ll  liv e  b y  m y  a r t .”
“ B u t  y o u  m u s t  p r a c t ic e  y o u r  a r t  b e ­

fo r e  y o u  c a n  liv e  b y  i t . ”
“ A n d  I  in te n d  to  p r a c t ic e  i t .”
“ A n d  i f  y o u  f a i l ? ”
“ I  s h a l l  n o t  f a i l  w ith  su c h  a n  in c e n tiv e  

to  w o r k .”
“ Y o u  a r e  v e r y  c o n fid e n t ,”  I  s a y , g a z ­

in g  in to  t h e  e y e s  w h ic h  lo o k  d a r k  a s  
n ig h t  u n d e r  th e ir  b la c k  la s h e s . “ B u t  s u p ­
p o se  y o u  s h o u ld  n o t  s u c c e e d ? ”

“ I  s h a l l  s u c c e e d .”
“ B u t  y o u  se e m  to  m e  t o  b e  m o r e  a n x i­

o u s  t o  b e w ild e r  b y  a u d a c io u s  o r ig in a l i t y  
t h a n  to  c o n q u e r  b y  s o b e r  w o r k ,"  I  s a y  
d e lib e r a te ly .

“ I  c a n n o t  b e  c o n v e n t io n a l !”  h e  e x c la im s ,  
fr o w n in g  a  l i t t l e .  “ I  h a v e  m y  o w n  id e a s  
a b o u t  c h o ic e  o f  s u b je c t  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  
d e a lin g  w ith  i t , a n d  I  s h a ll  a d o p t  th e  
id e a s  o f  n o  o t h e r  m a n  l i v i n g .”

“ B u t  y o u r  id e a  m a y  n o t  p le a s e  th e  p u b ­
l ic .”

“ I f  t h e  p u b lic  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ,
it  iR th e ir  o w n  lo s s .”

“ A n d , m e a n w h ile , y o u  a n d  t h o s e  b e ­
lo n g in g  to  y o u  m a y  s t a r v e .”

H e  is s i le n t , lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  m e — a t  
th e  g ir l  in  t h e  lo n g  p a le  g o w n  w h o  d a r e s  
to  s ta n d  t h e r e  a n d  c a ll  n o t  o n ly  h is  ow n  
s t e a d fa s tn e s s  o f  p u r p o s e  in  q u e s tio n , b u t  
t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  h is  a r t .

“ T r u th  m u s t  c o n q u e r  in  t h e  e n d ,”  h e  
s a y s  a t  la s t .

“ I f  i t  is  b a c k e d  u p  b y  d e lib e r a te , m e ­
c h a n ic a l ,  m a t t e r -o f -f a c t  t o i l .”

“ I  w ill  w o rk  fo r  y o u , A ll ie ,  i f  y o u  w ill  
o n ly  g iv e  m e  th e  c h a n c e !”

“ W i l l  y o u  w o rk  fo r  m e , G e r a r d ? ”
H e  b e n d s  d ow n  a n d  k is s e s  m y  h a ir — a  

q u ic k  p a s s io n a t e  k is s .
“ A s  lo n g  «is t h e re  is  b r e a t h  in  m y  b o d y ,  

d a r l in g .”
“ T h e n  I  w ill  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  I  w ill ^ o ,”  

I  s a y  g r a v e ly  a n d  d e lib e r a te ly . “ O n  th e  
d a y  t h a t  y o u  se ll a  p ic t u r e  fo r  o n e  h u n ­
d re d  p o u n d s  i f  y o u  c o m e  a n d  a sk  m e  to  
m a r r y  y o u . G e r a r d  B a x t e r , I  w ill s a y  
‘Y e s . ’ "

“ F c r  th e  s a k e  o f  t h e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s , 
A l l i e ? ” — s m il in g  a  l i t t l e .

“ N o ,”  I  a n s w e r , s m i l in g  b a c k  a g a i n ;  
“ b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  w iil  p r o v e  to  m e  t h a t  y o u  
h a v e  b e g u n  to  w o r k .”

“ Y o u  w ill m a r r y  m e  t h e n , A l l i e ? ”  
“ Y e s .”
“ I  w o n ’ t  b e  lo n g  p a in t in g  t h a t  p ic ­

t u r e !”  h e  e x c la im s  b o y is h ly . “ M y  d a r ­
l in g , do y o u  k n o w  h o w  h a p p y  y o u  h a v e  
m a d e  m e ? ”

H e  is  s t a n d in g  c lo s e  to  m e  h is  a r m s  
r o u n d  m e , h is  d a r k  h e a d  lo w e r e d  a g a in s t  
u y  f a i r  o n e , o u r  tw o . fo o lis h  h e a r ts  fu l l  
o f  a  fo o lis h  d r e a m  n e v e r  to  b e  fu lf ille d .

“ A l l i e ! ”  t h e y  c a ll  to  m e  fr o m  t h e  o th e r  
e n d  o f  t h e  r o o m , t u r n in g  t h e ir  d a zz le d  
e y e s  fr o m  th e  p ia n o  a n d  C r a u fo r d ’ s lo n g ­
h a ir e d  fr ie n d  t o  p e e r  in to  o u r  s h a d o w y  
s p a c e  o f  t w i lig h t . “ A ll ie ,  c o m e  a n d  s in g  
‘G a l la  W a t e r . ’ "

I  m o v e  d o w n  t h e  ro o m  in m y  lo n g  
d r e ss , a  f a in t  w h ite  p re se n c e  w ith  no  
s p o t  o f  d a r k e r  c o lo r  a b o u t  i t  t h a n  th e  
b u n c h  o f  h e lio t r o p e  fa s t e n e d  m t o  th e  
c o il o f  f i lm y  la c e  a b o u t  t h e  t h r o a t , a n d  
fo llo w e d  b y  a  d a r k e r  f ig u re  w h ic h  lo o k s  
lik e  its  s h a d o w  in  t h e  fa in t  p e r s p e c tiv e  
o f  th e  lo n g  s h a d o w y  r o o m . &

“ W e  w a n t  y o u  t o  s in g  ‘G a l la  W a t e r , ’ 
A llie ,  a n d  ‘L o g ie  o ’ B u c h a n .’ ”

A n d  I  s it  d o w n  a n d  s in g  th e m  w ith  th e  
e a r c le s s  g a y e t y ,  th e  d a s h  a n d  in s o u c ia n c e  
w it h o u t  w h ic h , O liv e  D e a n e  t e l ls  m e , I  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  A l l ie  S c o tt . B u t  a l l  t h e  
t im e  I  a m  t h in k in g  o f  tw o  s-liadow y fig ­
u re s  o u t lin e d  a g a in s t  a  f a in t  g o ld -g r e e n  
s k y , o f  a  s t a r  t h a t  “ flic k e re d  in to  te d  
a n d  e m e r a ld ,”  o f  a  v o ic e  t h a t  h a d  sa id  
“ A n d  y o u  w ill  m a r r y  m e , A l l i e ? ”  a n d  o f  
a n o th e r  v o ic e  t h a t  h a d  a n s w e r e d  “ Y e s .”  * * * * * *

“ Y o u r  a u n t  h a s  c o m e .”
S u c h  is  M a r y  A n n e ’ s g r e e t in g  to  m e  in  

th e  h a l l  o f  N o . 33 C a r le to n  S tre e t .
“ M y  a u n t !  W h a t  a u n t ? ”
“ Y out* a u n t  fro m  th e  »v n n t r y . She  

c a m e  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  a g o , a n d  w a s  t h a t  
s u r p r is e d  to  fin d  y o u  h a d  g o n e  o u t ! ”  

“ B u t  w h a t  h a s  sh e  c o m e  fo r ?  I s  a n y ­
t h in g  w r o n g  a t  h o m e ? ”

“ N o t  a  t h in g  in  th e  w o r ld . S h e s a y s  
sh e  w ro te  to  t e l l  y o u  sh e  w a s  c o m in g , 
a n d  to  h a v e  a  r o o m  r e a d y , b e c a u s e  sh e  
m e a n t  t o  s t a y .”

“ M e a n t  to  s t a y ! ”  I  r e p e a t , t h in k in g  c f  
th e  u n o p e n e d  le t t e r s  o f  t h e  m o r n in g .

“ S o  sh e  s a y s . S h e ’s in  th e  d r a w in g ­
r o o m  n o w , g iv in g  it  to  th e  m is t r e s s .”  

“ G iv in g  h e r  w h a t ? ”  I  a s k  s t u p id ly .
“ A  p ie c e  o f  h e r  m in d , sh e  s a y s ;  b u t  I  

t h in k  i t ’ s th e  w h o le  o f  i t ! ”  t h e  m a id -o f -  
a ll-w o r k  s a y s , g r in n in g . “ I t ’ s a l l  a lo n g  
o f  th e  C o u n t sh e  be c o m e , I  e x p e c t . S h e  
s a y s  M rs . W a u c h o p e  d e c e iv e d  h e r  a b o u t  
h a v in g  n o lo d g e r s  b u t  t h e  M isse s  P r y c e .”  

W h o  c a n  h a v e  to ld  A u n t  R o s a  a n y th in g  
a b o u t  h im ?  A n d  w h a t  a  s t a te  o f  m in d  
sh e m u s t  h a v e  b ee n  in  b e fo r e  sh e  w o u ld  
d e c id e  to  c o m e  u p  t o  t o w n  in  su o h  a  
h u r r y !

“ A u n t  R o s a ! ”  I  e x c la im , in  a  to n e  o f  
t h e  m o s t  in n o c e n t  a s t o n is h m e n t . “ M y  
d e a r  A u n t  R o s a , I  a m  so  s o r r y  y o u  a r ­
r iv e d  \yhile I  w a s o u t .”

C H A P T E R  V .

T h e  s e n te n c e  m a y  be a m b ig u o u s ; b u t  
A u m  R o s a  d o e s  n o t  p e r c e iv e  it .

“ So a m  I , ”  sh e s a y s , w h e n  sh e  h a s  
p la n t e d  a  c o ld  k is s  u p o n  m y  n o se . “ I  
d id  n o t  t h in k  y o u  c a m e  u p  to  L o n d o n  to  
g o  to  e v e n in g -p a r t ie s .”  _

“ B u t  I  w a s  w ith  th e  R o lle s t o n s , a u n t —  
p e r fe c t ly  r e s p e c t a b le  p e o p le .”

“ H u m p h ! A n d  h o w  d id  y o u  c o m e  
h o m e ? "

“ T h e y  s e n t  m e  h o m e  in  th e ir  c a r r ia g e  
— t h e y  a lw a y s  d o .”

“ I  w r o te  t o  y o u  y e s t e r d a y . I s  th e re  
a n y t h in g  t h e  m a t t e r  w ith  t h e  p o s t a l  a r ­
r a n g e m e n t s ? ”

“ N o t  t h a t  I  k n o w  o f , A u n t  R o s a .  
“ T h e n  I  a m  to c o n c lu d e  t h a t  y o u  n ev er  

o p en  m y  le t t e r s ? ”
“ I  w a s  in  a  h u r r y  t h is  m o r n in g — b r e a k ­

f a s t  w a s  la t e , a n d  I  w a s  a f r a id  o f  b e in g  
la t e  a t  M a d a m e  C r o n h e lm 's . I  d id  g la n c e  
t h r o u g h  y o u r  l e t t e r ;  b u t  I  m u s t  h a v e  
o v e r lo o k e d  a n y t h in g  y o u  s a id  a b o u t  c o m ­
in g  u p  t o  t o w n .”

S h e s a y s  n o th in g  to  m e  a b o u t  M rs . 
W a u c h o p e ’s  c o n t r a b a n d  lo d g e r ;  b u t  I  
k n o w , a s  w e ll a s  i f  sh e  h a d  t o ld  m e , t h a t  
s o m e b o d y  h a s  b ee n  o ffic io u s  e n o u g h  to  
w r ite  a n d  t e l l  h e r  a l l  a b o u t  h im . I  s u s ­
p e c t  M rs . D e a n e ; b u t ' I  a s k  A u n t  R o s a  no  
q u e s tio n s , n o r  d o es sh e  v o lu n t e e r  a n y  
in fo r m a t io n  to -n ig h t .

“ I t  se e m s  M r s . W a u c h o p e  h a s  n o  s p a r e  
r o o m  fo r  m e . In  th o s e  c ir c u m s t a n c e s — ”  

“ M y  d e a r  A u n t  R o s a , y o u  c a n  h a v e  m y  
ro o m . I  w ill  s le e p  h e r e  o n  t h e  s o fa , a n d  
ju s t  ru n  in t h 6re  to  d r e ss . T h e r e  is  a  
d r e s s in g -r o o m —  In d e e d , p e r h a p s  I  h a d  
b e tte r  h a v e  a sh a k e -d o w n  in  t h e  d r e s s ­
in g -r o o m , i f  M r s . W a u c h o p e  c a n  m a n a g e  
i t .”

“ S h e is  m a n a g in g  it  n o w . I  d o n ’ t lik e

t h a t  w o m a n , R o s a lie .  S h e  h a s  a  m o s t  
v ir u le n t  t o n g u e .”

“ S h e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  c iv i l  to  m e , A u n t  
R o s a .”

“ O h , b e c a u s e  y o u  ju s t  le t  h e r  d o  a s  
sh e  p le a s e s !  H a v e  y o u  b ee n  b u r n in g  n o ­
t h in g  b u t  S c o tc h  c o a l  s in c e  y o u  c a m e  u p  
to  t o w n ? ”

“ I  h a v e  h a d  v e r y  g o o d  fire s , a u n t ie .”
“ I  a m  s u r p r is e d  a t  it , t h e n . T h a t  c o a l  

in  t h e  g r a t e  iB n o th in g  b u t  r u b b is h ,  
t h o u g h  I  d a r e  s a y  y o u  a r e  p a y in g  th e  
v e r y  h ig h e s t  p r ic e  fo r  it . A n d  th e  te a  
sh e  g a v e  m e  w a s  e x e c r a b le — p e r fe c t ly  ex e­
c r a b l e !”

“ I ’m  n o t  m u c h  ju d g e  o f  t e a , A u n t  R o s a ,”  
I  s a y , y a w n in g . “ I  h o p e  y o u ’v e  b r o u g h t  
m e  u p  so m e  j a m  fr o m  W o o d h a y , t h o u g h ,  
a n d  so m e  o f  o u r  o w n  b u t t e r .”

“ I ’ ve  d o n e  n o  su c h  t h in g . Y o u ’r e  c o m ­
in g  h o m e  w ith  m e  to -m o r r o w — t h e r e ’s 
b ee n  e n o u g h  a n d  to o  m u c h  o f  t h is  fo l ly ,  
a n d  y o u r  u n c le  is  v e r y  s o r r y  h e  w a s  ev er  
f o o lis h ly  p e r s u a d e d  in to  g iv in g  h is  c o n ­
se n t  to  i t .”

“ T o -m o r r o w , A u n t  R o s a !”
“ N o t  a  d a y  la t e r  t h a n  t o -m o r r o w . '* 
“ B u t  d o n ’ t  y o u  w a n t  t o  see  s o m e th in g  

o f  L o n d o n , a u n t i e ? "
“ I  w a n t  t o  se e  t h e  la s t  o f  i t . I ’m  o n lv  

s o r r y  I  d id n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  I  k n o w  n o w  
t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o , a n d  y o u r  r id ic u lo u s  
fr e a k  w o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l so o n e r . H o w  y o u r  U n c le  T o d h u n te r  
c o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  a g r e e d  to  su c h  a n  e g r e g i­
o u s  p ie c e  o f  fo l ly  p a s s e s  m y  c o m p r e h e n ­
s io n  ! ”

P o o r  A u n t  R o s a !  I f  sh e  o n ly  k n e w  t h a t  
t h e  ste e d  w a s  s to le n , h o w  m u c h  le s s  c la t ­
t e r  sh e  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  in  lo c k in g  th e  
d o o r ! I n  m y  h e a r t  I  c o n fe s s  t h a t  sh e  is  
r ig h t . I  h a v e  g o t  in to  m is c h ie f  h e r e  in  
L o n d o n , o r  in to  w h a t  sh e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  
m is c h ie f . I f  I  h a d  n e v e r  c o m e  u p  to  M r s . 
W a u c h o p e ’ s fu r n is h e d  lo d g in g s , I  sh o u ld  
p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  h a v e  m e t

“ T h a t  la n d s c a p e -p a in te r  
W h ic h  d id  w in  m y  h e a r t  f r o m  m e .”

“ I  c a n n o t  p o s s ib ly  g o  h o m e  to -m o r r o w ,  
A u n t  R o s a ,”  I  s a y , la y i n g  a s id e  m y  
s q u ir r e l-lin e d  c lo a k  a n d  t h e  f a n  w h ic h  I  
h a d  b e e n  h o ld in g  in  m y  h a n d  s in c e  I  
c a m e  in to  t h e  r o o m . “ I  m u s t  t e l l  M a ­
d a m e  C ron  h e lm  t h a t  I  a m  le a v in g  to w n , 
a n d  I  m u s t  s a y  g o o d -b y e  t o  th e  R o lle ­
s t o n s .”  *

“ Y o u  c a n  w r ite  t o  t h e m  b o th . A  n o te  
w ill  d o  j u s t  aB w e l l .”

“ I  s h a ll  n o t  w r ite . Y o u  c a n  sro h o m e  
t o -m o r r o w , a n d  I  w ill fo llo w  t h e  n e x t  
d a y , i f  y o u  do n o t  c a r e  to  s t a y  in  L o n ­
d o n .”

“ I  s h a l l  n o t  le a v e  y o u  b e h in d  m e , R o ­
s a l ie .”

“ V e r y  w e ll, t h e n ;  y o u  m u s t  s t a y  t i l l  th © , 
d a y  a f t e r  t o -m o r r o w .”

“ B u t  y o u r  u n c le  se n t  w o rd  b y  m e  t h a t  
y o u  w e re  t o  c o m e  h o m e  a t  o n c e ."

“ I  s h a l l  n o t  g o  t o -m o r r o w ,"  I  r e p e a t  o b ­
s t i n a t e ly ;  a n d  A u n t  R o s a , k n o w in g  m e \  
o f  o ld , t h in k s  it  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  p r e s s  t h e  
p o in t .

I  m u s t  see  m y  b o y  a g a in . T h is  is  t h e .  
id e a  w h ic h  is  u p p e r m o s t  in  m y  m in d . I v 
c a n n o t  g o  a w a y  w it h o u t  s e e in g  h i m ;  b u t ' 
h o w  s h a l l  I  m a n a g e  i t ?  I  m a y  n o t  c h a n c e 1 
to  m e e t  h im  a t  th e  R o lle s t o n s ’ t o - m o r r o w . 
a n d , i f  n o t , s h a l l  I  b e  fo r c e d  to  g o  a w a y >  
w ith o u t  b id d in g  h im  g o o d -b y e ?  I  k n e w  
t h is  e v e n in g  t h a t  o u r  t im e  t o g e t h e r  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  lo n g , b u t  I  d id  n o t  d r e a m  t h a t  i t  
w o u ld  b e  so  s h o r t  a s  th is .

“ I  h o p e  y o u  w o n ’ t  b e  v e r y  u n c o m fo r *  
t a b l e ,  A u n t  R o s a . Y o u  w o n ’t  fin d  the>  
h a ir  m a t t r e s s  a s  s o ft  a s  y o u r  fe a t h e r ­
b ed  a t  h o m e ."

“ I  d o n ’ t e x p e c t to  be  c o m fo r ta b le . T h e  
w h o le  p la c e  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  w r e tc h e d  a n d  
s h a b b y  to  a  d e g r e e .”

“ I t  is  n o t  a t  a l l  w r e tc h e d , I  a s s u r e  y o u . 
A n d  I  h a v e  im p r o v e d  g r e a t ly  s in c e  I  
w o n t to  M a d a m e  C r o n h e lm ’ s .”

A u n t  R o s a  s n iffs , s i t t in g  b o lt  u p r i g h t  
in  th e  m o s t  u n c o m fo r t a b le  c h a ir  in  t h e  
r o o m .

“ I  t h in k  I  w ill  g o  to  b e d ,”  sh e  s a y s .  
“ T h a t  w o m a n  h a s  q u it e  t ir e d  m e  o u t .”

I  l ig h t  h e r  b e d r o o m  c a n d le  w it h  a la -  
c r it y , a n d  p re c e d e  h e r  in to  th e  in n e r  
r o o m . A  l i t t l e  c a m p -b e d  h a s  b ee n  p u t  
u p fo r  m e  in  t h e  d r e s s in g -r o o m ; b u t , b e ­
fo r e  I  g o  to  b e d , a n d  a f t e r  I  h a v e  h e lp e d  
A u n t  R o s a  t o  u n p a c k  h e r  n ig h t -g a r m e n t s ,
I  c re e p  b a c k  to  th e  d y in g  fire  in  t h e  
d r a w in g -r o o m , a n d , s i t t in g  o n  t h e  r u g ,  
le a n  m y  c h in  o n  m y  p a lm s , a n d  t h in k  
o f  t h o s e  tw o  fig u re s  in  t h a t  t w i l ig h t  w in ­
d o w , a n d  o f  a  fo o lis h  p r o m is e  m a d e  o n ly  
t o  b e  b r o k e n . B u t  i f  h e  c o m e s  to  m e ,  
s h a ll  I  n o t  s a y  “ Y e s ” ? I f  h e  k e e p s  h is, 
s h a r e  o f  th e *  a g r e e m e n t , s h a ll  I  n o t  k ee p  
m in e  A  fo o lis h  h a p p y  s m ile  c u r v e s  m y  
lip s  in  t h e  d y in g  f ir e lig h t — th e  l ip s  t h a t  
h e h a s  M s s c d  b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  
s o l i t a r y  e v e n in g -s t a r . Y e s , I  w i l l  k ee p  
m y  p r o m is e , G e r a r d . B u t  w i l l  y o u  k ee p  
y o u r s  ?

* * * * * *
I  g o  to  M a d a m e  C r o n h e lm ’ s in  t h e  

m o r n in g , a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  t o  t h e  R o lle ­
s t o n s ’ T h e  R o lle s t o n s  a r e  s o r r y  I  a m  g o ­
in g  a w a y — A d a  e s p e c ia lly . M r . B a x t e r  is  
n o t  a t  B e r k e le y  S tr e e t , n o r  d o es a n y  o n e  
m e n tio n  h is  n a m e . I  c o m e  b a c k  t o  lu n c h ­
eo n  a t  C a r le to n  S tr e e t , t h o u g h  t h e  R o l­
le s to n s  t r y  h a r d  t o  k ee p  m e , a n d  h a v e  
j u s t  fin is h e d  t h a t  lo n g  d e la y e d  m e a l w h en  
M a r y  A n n e  c o m e s  in  w ith  a  c a r d  in  h e r  
g r im y  h a n d , w h ic h  sh e  p r o ffe r s  t o  m e .

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

5 7  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

E X T R A  G R A N U L A T E D  S U G A R  
IS A B S O L U T E L Y  P U R E .

T h e  firs t  an d  g re a t  e sse n t ia l o f  a  fo o d  p r o d u c t , is 
P u r i t y ; th e  P u r ity  and  Q u a lity  o f  o u r  E x tr a  G ra n u la ted  
h av e  n ev er  b een  q u e s t io n e d .

O n ce  m ake a c o m p a r is o n  -with o th er  S u ga rs  an d  y ou  
w ill n o t  be  sa tis fied  w ith  a n y  b u t R e d p a th .

D a in ty  T ea  T a b le s  a re  a lw ays serv ed  w ith  
P A M S  L U M PS t o  be  h ad  in  R E D  S E A L  
d u s t  p r o o f  c a r to n s , an d  by  th e  p ou n d .

T h e  C a n a d a  S u g a r  R e f i n i n g  C o . ,
M O N T R E A L , C A N A D A . Limited

Established in 1854. by John Redpath

.......... ..

mm

T h e  L a m p  T h a t  
S a v e s  T h e  E y e s

Children naturally never think of 
possible strain on their eyesight when 
poring over a fascinating book. ~f

It is up to you to see they do not ruin 
their ycung eyes these long evenings 
by reading under a poor light. 

i The Rayo Lamp is an insurance 
against eye troubles, alike for young 
and old. ■

The Rayo is a low-priced lamp, but it >3 constructed on the soundest 
scientific principles, and there is not a better lamp made at any price.

It is easy on the eye because its light is so soft and white and 
widely diffused. And a Rayo Lamp never flickers.

Easily lighted without removing shade or chimney; easy to clean and rewick. 
Solid brass throughout, with handsome nickel finish; also in many other styles and finishes.

Ask your dealer to show you his line of Rayo lamps; or write for descriptive circular 
lo any agency of

T h e Q ueen  City O il Com pany, Lim ited


