
EXPLOSION KILLS OYER 300
Tragedy at Hulton Coal Mine, Near 

Bolton, England
A  despatch  from  B olton , E ng­

land, says : M ore than 300 co lliers 
lost their lives on  W ednesday in 
an exp losion  in the L ittle  H ulton  
C olliery  o f  the H ulton  C olliery  
C om pany, which is located  a  lit­
tle  distance outside this city . The 

exp losion  occu rred  early  in the 
m orning, soon after the miners had 
en tered  the pit to  begin w ork. Its 
force  was terrific , and later in ves­
tigation  showed that the low er pas­
sages had been b locked . H eroic 
efforts were m ade by rescue parties 
a ll day  long, but a fierce fire which 
fo llow ed  tho exp losion  prevented 
the rescuers from  penetrating  b e ­
yon d  fou r hundred yards into the 
workings.

A t half-past nine o ’ c lock  on  W ed­
nesday night all the rescuers were 
ca lled  ou t o f  the mine, and a  co n ­
ference was held, at which G overn ­
m ent In spector G errard , the en gin ­
eers and the m ine m anager w ere

present. In spector G errard  issued 
a. report a fter  m aking a descent in ­
to  the pit, in which he declared  that 

' it was im possible that any o f the 
m iners are still alive. Tow ard mid- 

| night, h ow ever, tw o m ore miners 
were found alive. They w ere ter- 

1 ribly burned, and are  in a, critical 
condition .

I I t  was announced that 40 bodies 
had been co lle cted  at the bottom  of 
the shaft, and that they should be 

| brou gh t up ao soon as possible. A 
i flicker o f  'h o p e  still anim ates the 
j rescuers that m ore men may be 
found alive.

Tho first rescue party brought 
ou t e ight men, stil living, but the 
m ajority  o f  these w ere in a serious 
condition  from  tho noxious gases.

Ten bodies also were rem oved, 
and tw enty additional bod ies were 
found partly covered  by heavy falls 
o f coa l.

WORKMEI FROM SCOTLAND
Five Thousand Wanted to Build the 

Grand Trunk Pacific
A  despatch  from  M ontreal s a y s : 

M r. W . Stew art o f the ftrm o f  Foley  
W alsh & Stew art, con tra ctors  for  
the m ountain sections o f  the G rand 
Trunk Pacific, which will repre­
sent an outlay o f  many m illions of 
d o lla rs , has left for  Scotlan d  to 
secure labor for the gigantic under­
tak in g. There is very little labor 
availab le on  the Pacific coast, and 
public sentim ent w ill not to lerate , 
n or  will the D om inion o r  P rov in ­
c ia l G overnm ents sanction the im ­

portation  o f  A siatic labor. M r. 
Stew art is h opefu l o f getting the 
five thousand men he needs to  build 
the road through the m ountains. 
H e says those m en w ill m ake good 
settlers, a fter the road is con stru c­
ted . “ They w ill cost us m o re ,”  
said M r. Stew art, “ than Asiatics 
w ould have done, but the railway 
and the country  w ill have the ad­
vantage o f five thousand acclim a­
tized settlers of the finest race the 
w orld  has p ro d u ced .”

ICE CREAM IS ALL RIGHT. 

Seventy Per Cent. Measures Up to 
New Standard.

A despatch  from  O ttaw a s a y s : 
A  bulletin  issued from  the la bora ­
tory  of the In land  R evenue D e­
partm ent shows that a t least sev­
enty per cent, o f  the ice cream  sold 
in Canada m easures up to  the new 
standard requ ired  under the regu­
lations passed by Order in Council 
last month. An analysis o f 125 
sam ples of ice cream  on sale in 
various sections o f  the D om inion  
gave 77 fu lly  up to  o r  above the 
standard of 14 per cent, o f  milk 
fa t ;  11 sam ples w<;re nearly up to 
the s ta n d a rd ; 31 w ere som ewhat 
below , and six w ere greatly  below  
the standard. The bulletin  says 
th ere has been a  very m arked im ­
provem ent in the quality o f  Cana­
d ian  ice cream  du ring  the past two 
years.

RAILWAYS HAVE DONE WELL. 

Reports of Business in the West 
Show Enormous Increase.

A  despatch from  W innipeg s a y s : 
The reports on the passenger and 
traffic business from  the three rail­
roads, the C. P. R., C. N. R. and 
G. T. P., show an enorm ous in ­
crease during  1910 over all p revi­
ous years. A lthough  no actual fig­
ures can be obta in ed  u p  to date , as 
fa r  as can be estim ated, the increase 
on each  o f these roads du ring  the 
present year is over 20 per cent.

SMUGGLED FROM CANADA. 

Systematic Breach of Law Among 
Thousand Islands.

A despatch  from  B rockville  says : 
Special U nited States Custom s o f ­
ficers have been engaged the past 
three weeks at A lexan d ria  Bay in ­
vestigating sm uggling operations 
carried  on from  Canada am ong the 
Thousand Islands the past three or 
fou r years. O ver one hundred per­
sons have been caught in the net 
and fines ranging as high as $1,500 
have been im posed, besides a quan­
tity o f  goods confiscated and h u n ­
dreds of dollars co llected  in d u ­
ties.

COMMISSION FOR ELEVATORS 
— '* 

Main Provision of Coming Bill to 
Amend Grain Act.

A despatch  from  O ttaw a sa y s : 
Jt is sem i-officially announced that 
the bill to  am end the G rain Act 
prepared  by Sir R ichard C artw right 
will place the term inal grain eleva ­
tors under a com m ission. It will 
also authorize the G overnm ent at 
any tim e by an ord er-in -C ou n cil to 
take over these elevators and to 
operate them  as public utilities.

-------------

P eter B eaucage, a youn g Indian, 
was struck by a train  near N orth  
Bay and lay beside the track  for 
m ost o f  the night before  being d is ­
covered . H e had som e bones b ro ­
ken and was badly frozen.

CANADA WILL BOOM TRADE
Remarkable Growth of Commerce With 

Argentine Republic
A  despatch  from  O ttaw a s a y s : 

An order-in -C ou n cil has been 
passed appoin ting M r. H . R . PouS- 
sette Canadian Trade Com m ission­
e r  to the A rgen tine R epublic, with 
headquarters a t Buenos Ayres. 
This appointm ent is the outcom e of 
the negotiations which have been 
proceed ing  for some tim e between 
the G overnm ent and M r. H oratio  
M eyer, C onsu l-G eneral o f  A rgen ­
tina to  Canada. M r. Poussette is 
at present T rade Com m issioner at 
D urban , in N atal, but since the o r ­
gan ization  o f the South A frican  
U nion , it has been decided  to place 
tiie Canadian trade representative

there entirely  in charge o f M r J. 
A. Chesealy, who w ill close the o f­
fice at Cape Town and establish 
headquarters at D urban, which is 
the ch ief centre o f  trade between 
Canada and South A frica .

C anada ’ s total trade with A rgen ­
tina in 1909 was ov er  fiv<? m illion 
dollars. O f this, $2,867,785 repre­
sented exp orts  o f Canadian goods, 
which is m ore than Canada e x p o r t ­
ed to  F rance that year, although 
im ports from  the la tter  country 
w ere over ten m illions. A syndi­
cate has been form ed to  prom ote 
trade betw een Canada and A rg e n ­
tina. j

THE WORLD’S MARKETS

BEPO ETS FTiOM TH E LEA D IN G  
TRA D E CEN TRES. 

Prices o f C attle. G rain . Cheese and 
Other Dairy Products at 

Com e and A broad .

B R E A D S T U F F S .
T oron to , D ec. 27.— F lou r— W in ­

ter wheat 90 p er  cent, patents, $3.- 
55 to  $3.60 seaboard . M anitoba 
flours— F irst patents, $5.40 ; sec­
ond patents, $4.90, and strong bak-' 
e r s ’ , $4.70, on  track , T oronto.

M anitoba W heat— N o. 1 N orthern 
98c, Bay p o r t s ; N o. 2 N orthern , 
95%c, Bay ports , and N o. 3 at 93c, 
Bay ports.

O ntario wheat— 85% to 86c outside 
for  N o. 2 white and red W inter.

B arley— The m arket is quiet, 
with m alting qualities 56 to 58c 
outside, and feed 48 to  50c outside.

O ats—N o. 2 white, 35c, on  track, 
T oron to , and 32 to  32.%c o u ts id e ; 
No. 2 W . C. oats, 38c, Bay ports, 
and N o. 3 at 36% c, Bay ports.

C orn—N ew N o. 2 Am erican, 52% 
to 53c, prom pt shipm ent, T oronto 
freights.

Peas—N o. 2 shipping, 78c, ou t­
side.

R ye—N o. 2 a t GOc outside.
Buckwheat- N o. 2 at 46 to 47c

Ol’ i'.'.
Bid.iv -M anStobas, $19, in bags, 

T oron to , an d  shorts, $21, in bags, 
T oronto. O ntario bran , $19, in 
sacks, T oron to , and shorts, $22.

BIG FIRE AT PHILADELPHIA
Four Firemen Killed, Twenty Buried in 

Ruins and Twelve Injured

C O U N T R Y  P R O D U C E .
A pples— Spys, $4.50 to  $6 ; B a ld ­

wins $4 to  $ 5 ; G reenings, $4 to $4.- 
50; N o. 2 assorted, $3.50 to $3.70 
per barrel.

Beans— Car lots, $1.60 to $1.70, 
and small lots, $1.80 to  $1.85.

H oney— E xtracted , in tins, 10% to 
11c per lb. ; N o. 1 com b, wholesale 
$2 to $2.25 per dozen ; N o. 2 com b, 
w holesale, $1.75 to $1.85 per dozen.

Baled hay—The m arket is quiet, 
with N o. 1 at $12.50 to $13 on  track, 
and N o. 2 at $10 to $11.

B aled straw — $6.50 to $7.25 on 
track, T oronto.

P ota toes— Car lots, 70 to  75c per 
bag. > -J

P ou ltry—W holesale ' prices of 
dressed pou ltry  :— Chickens, 13 to 
15c per lb. ; fow l, 10 to  11c per lb . ; 
ducks, 13 to 15c per lb. ; turkeys,
20 to 21c per lb ., and geese, 13 to 
14c per lb . L ive, 1 to  2c less.

TH E  D A IR Y  M A R K E T S .
B utter— D airy prints, 22 to  2 4 c ; 

choice da iry  solids, 21 to 22c; in fer­
ior, 18 to  19c; choice la rge  rolls,
21 to  22c.ff Cream ery, 27 to  28c per 
lb. fo r  rolls, 25c for  solids, and 24 
to  25c for  separator prints.

Eggs— Case lots o f p ickled bring 
2 7 c ; co ld  storage, 27 to  2 8 c ; select­
ed, 30 to  31c, and strictly  new-laid, 
38c per dozen .

Cheese— Large at 12%c, and 
tw ins 12%c.

A  despatch from  P h iladelphia 
s a y s : F ou r firemen are known to 
be  dead , tw enty are thought to  be 
buried in the ruins and tw elve 
others a re  in h osp ita ls  as the re­
sult o f  a, fire on W ednesday night 
in the leather factory  o f  F reelan - 
der & Com pany, 1,116-1,120 N orth  
Bodine street. I t  was first rep ort­
ed  that Chief B axter o f  the fire d e ­
partm ent was am ong those still in 
the ruins, but while he was in jured , 
he escaped being carried  dow n by 
the fa llin g  walls.

W hile the firemen w ere fighting 
the flames from  the roofs of a d jo in ­
ing dw elling-houses, the south wall 
o f the big bu ild ing crashed dow n 
upon them. A t the tim e there were 
at least 35 men on these bu ild ings, 
and a ll w ere carried  dow n. F ou r 
were later taken ou t dead . Tw elve 
were able to  extrica te  them selves 
from  the mass o f  bricks and twist- 
d  iron girders, but it is thought 
that tw enty men are still in the 
ruins. N ot all o f  these are  dead  or  
seriously in jured.

N orthern , cash, $1.01; D ec., $1.- 
00 % ; M ay, $1 .03; Ju ly , $1,03 7-8.

H O G  P R O D U C T S .
B acon— L ong clear, 12,% to  13c 

per lb . in  case lo t s ; mess pork, 
$24; short cut, $26.

Ham s— Light to medium , 16c ; d o ., 
heavy, 15c; rolls, 1 2 % c ; shoulders, 
11 % c ; breakfast bacon , 18c; backs 
(pea m eal), 18%c.

Lard— T ierces, 12% c; tubs, 12%c ; 
pails, 1 3 c .'

B U SIN E SS IN  M O N T REA L.
M ontreal, D ec. 27.— Oats —  No. 

2 Canadian W estern, 39% to 3 9 % c ; 
ex tra  N o. 1 feed, 3 8 % c ; N o. 3 Ca­
nadian W estern , 38% to  3 8 % c ; No. 
2 local white, 3 7 % c ; N o. 3 local 
white, 36 % c; N o. 4 loca l white, 
35%c. B arley— M anitoba N o. 4, 
48 to  48% c. F lou r— M anitoba 
Spring wheat patents, firsts, $5.60; 
d o ., seconds, $5 .10; W inter wheat 
patents, $4.75 to  $ 5 ; M anitoba 
strong bakers ’ , $4.90; straight rol­
lers, $4.35 to $4.50; do ., in bags, 
$2 to  $2.05; extras, $1.65 to  $1.75. 
Feed—O ntario bran , $18.50 to $19; 
Ontario m iddling, $22 to $22.50; 
M anitoba shorts, $21 to $22; M a­
nitoba bran , $18 to $20; pure grain 
m ouillie, $31 to $32, m ixed m ouil­
lie, $25 to  $28. Cheese— W esterns, 
115-8 to  12c, and easterns, 11% to 
l l% c .  B utter— Choicest, 25%c, 
and seconds, 24% to 24%c. Eggs— 
Selected stock, 3 2 c ; N o. 1 stock, 
27c, and N o. 2, 23 to  24c.

U N IT E D  ST ATES M A R K E T S.
B uffalo, D ec. 27.— W heat— Spring 

wheat, N o. 1 N orthern , carloads, 
store, $1.12% . C orn—N o. 3 ye l­
low, 4 8 % c ; N o. 4 yellow , 46%c on 
track, through billed . Oats—N o. 2
white, 3 5 % c ; N o. 3 white, 5% c ;
No. 4 white, 34%c. B arley— M alt­
ing, 86 to  90c.

M inneapolis, D ec. 27.— W heat— 
N o. 1 hard, cash, $1 .02% ; N o. 1

L IV E  ST O C K  M A R K E T .
T oron to , D ec. 27.— G ood butcher 

cattle  brou gh t $6 per cw t. in sev­
eral cases, and the prevailing  qu o­
tation  was betw een $5.85 and $6. 
M edium cattle  w ere quite firm, but 
culls were perhaps 10c. o ff Sheep 
and lam bs were steady, but hogs 
picked up about 15c. T o-day ’ s qu o­
tations w ere $6.75 f .o .b . and $7 fed 
and w atered at T oronto.

 * -------------
THE KING NEEDS HIM. 

Duke of Connaught Not Likely to 
Come to Canada.

A despatch  from  O ttaw a s a y s : 
T here is a  grow ing  belie f in official 
c ircles at O ttaw a that the D uke of 
C onnaught will not succeed Earl 
G rey as G overn or-G en era l o f  C an­
ada. There has been a sem i-official 
hint received that K ing G eorge is 
finding the dem ands upon his tim e 
so grea t and functions so  num er­
ous that he has to  have the aid o f 
a P rince o f  the b lood  with public 
experien ce , as both  Queen V ictoria  
and K ing E dw ard had, to  repre­
sent them  at hospital open in gs and 
sim ilar functions. As the P rince o f  
W ales is to o  youn g  fo r  such tasks 
the D uke o f C onnaught is the only 
m em ber o f the fam ily availab le, 
and it is found he can not be spared 
to  Canada.

YOUNG BRIDE’ S DEATH. 

Travelled Seven Thousand Miles to 
Marry.

A  despatch  from  E dm onton says : 
A fter  travelling  7,000 miles from  
N ew Zealand to  jo in  her p rospec­
tive husband, O sw ald H all, a  p ros­
perous farm er o f V erm ilion , Lydia 
Bentley  was m arried  to  him  the 
other day  as she lay on a co t  in 
M isericord ia  H osp ita l here. The 
n ext day  surgeons operated  on her 
in an e ffort to  save her life , but 
on Thursday she died . The young 
wom an travelled  all the w ay from  
New Zealand in o rd er  to  b e  m ar­
ried here on Christm as D ay. She 
becam e ill on the boa t, but kept 
on until she reached Edm onton.

$5,000 FOR STARVING. 

American Red Cross Sends Relief 
for Pekin Famine.

A  despatch  from  W ashington 
says : The Am erican R ed  Cross, on  
F riday, cab led  the sum o f $5,000 to 
W m . J. C alhoun, A m erican  M inis­
ter  at Pekin , fo r  the relie f o f  the 
sufferers from  the fam ine in the 
province in the H uai R iver V alley . 
Two o r  three m illion  peop le  are 
affected.

CONDENSED NEWS ITEMS
H A P P E N IN G S Fit OH ALL OYEB 

TH E G LOBE. 

Ic lcg rap h io  Briefs From Our Own 
and Other Countries of 

Receut Events.

C A N A D A .
D eposits in Canadian banks af 

the end o f N ovem ber am ounted tc 
o v er  $840,000,000, as shown in th« 
G overnm ent’ s m onthly statem ent.

A d ecree  from  Rom e forb id i 
priests from  hold ing  office in fin. 
ancial, industrial or  fratern al o r ­
ganizations.

H on. M. C ochrane, in an in ter­
view, pointed ou t that the P orcu ­
pine gold  field was rich bi pros­
pects, but issued r. ’v - » r i a g a i n s t  
“ w ild -cattin g .”

The pow er from  N iagara  wai 
turned on at H am ilton  on  W ednes­
day night. H on . J. S. H endrie o f­
ficiated and speeches were m ade bj 
M essrs. Beck, M cN aught and 
others.

A fte r  being  on  strike thirteen 
weeks, M ontreal plum bers gave up 
the struggle and returned to  work.

G eorge  H ow , a  K ingston  sailor, 
fe ll in a  snow bank while drunk . A 
dog  barked, a con stab le  investigat­
ed and the m an’ s life was saved.

A t Prince A lbert, Sask., W illie 
T aylor, aged 12, was shooting a t a 
m ark, and accidentally  shot his 
e ight-year-old  sister, who died  
shortly afterw ards.

Effie P etrie , a  youn g  Scotch  do­
mestic, o f  Am herst, N . S ., poured  
coal oil on the kitchen stove. There 
was an exp losion  and the u n fortu ­
nate g irl was so severely burned 
that she died .

G R E A T  B R IT A IN .
A t the conclusion  o f the British ' 

e lections the L ibera l coa lition  fo r c ­
es have a m ajority ' o f  126 over the 
U nionists.

The m ethod of finger prin t iden ­
tification  failed  in a L ondon , E n g., 
cou rt for  the first tim e on  record .

U N IT E D  ST A TE S.
C entennial ce lebration  in com ­

m em oration  o f the B attle  o f Lake 
Erie will be held in 1913.

N ettie  M cC onachie, o f P ort 
H u ron , M ich ., died o f h ydroph o­
bia, a fter  being bitten  by a dog two 
years ago.

G E N E R A L .
The M exican  insurgents held up 

a, F ederal troop  train  at Mai Paso 
fo r  five hours and inflicted heavy 
losses on the G overnm ent forces. 
 L _

NEARLY 30 FIREMEN KILLED
Ammonia Exploded at the Chicago 

Union Stock Yards
A  despatch  from  C hicago s a y s : 

F ire M arshal Jam es H oran , and be ­
tween tw enty-five and th irty o f  his 
firemen were killed and forty  others 
in jured on Thursday in a fire which 
at an early  h ou r had caused $1,-
500,000 dam age. An overhanging 
w ooden canopy fell from  the beef 
house o f M orris and Com pany, 
where the fire started, carrying 
with it tons o f red h ot bricks and 
debris upon two com panies o f  fire­
men and the ch ief, crushing them 
to  death  and cncasing their bodies 
in a veritable furnace into which 
their com rades w ere unable to  d ig  
for several hours. N early all those 
who were not k illed outright when 
the walls fell were roasted to death 
b efore  help cou ld  reach them.

I A ssistant Chief W m . B urrought 
and Lieut. F itzgerald  were with tha 
marshal nnder the canopy when it 
fell, receiving specific orders fo i  
d irectin g  the fight against the ever- 
spreading flames in other qu arters1 
and they w ent dow n to their death 
with M arshal H oran .

O ther firem en, witnesses o f  th« 
fate of their ch ief, deserted  for  a 
brie f tim e oth er parts o f  the b laz­
ing structure, and sought with 
their bare hands to d ra g  apart 
the g low ing  bricks and debris which 
covered  the bodies of th eir chiel 
and his com panions.

The entire crew s o f engine com ­
panies 51 and 53 "are said to  be 
am ong the dead . In addition  six 
m em bers of another com pany, N o.
29. and a few  of Nn 4s 1


