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wesson I.—The Kingdom divided, 
I. Kings 12. 1-24. Golden 

Text, Prov. 13. 20.

. V erse 1. R ehoboam — The on ly  son 
o f Solom on o f whom we have any 
m ention. H is m other was Naam ah, 
an Am m onite princess. U pon his 
succession he was forty -on e  y ea is  
old , a man o f  weals ch aracter whem 
the luxuries o f  his youth  had made 
insolent and unreliable.

Shechem — Situated west o f  the 
Jordan  in the h ill-cou ntry  of Eph­
raim , ju st below  G erizim . R epu t­
ed to  have been destroyed  in the 
Jewish w ar and restored  by V es­
pasian. I t  occu p ied  an  im portant 
position  in the early  h istory  o f  
Israel. The “ o a k ”  o f  M oreh co n ­
nects Shechem  with Abraham  (G en. 
12. 6). “ J a cob 's  w ell was th e re .”  
.There also Joseph  was buried. 
Joshua made it a city  o f  refuge, 
and near by the law was read by 
him (Josh. 8, 33-35). A fter  Jero ­
boam  was proclaim ed king he bu ilt 
a pa lace in Shechem , but it  was a 
poorly  fortified  place and did not 
remain the capital fo r  long.

2. Jeroboam — H e was son o f Ne- 
bat and Zeruah, an Ephraim ite o f  
Zeredah. H aving been proclaim ed 
first king o f Israel after the separ­
ation , he reigned tw enty-tw o years. 
See n ext lesson. H is abilities were 
early  recognized  by Solom on, who 
appointed him  com m issioner of the 
house of Joseph. In  this im portant 
position  4ie found opportunity  to 
p lot against the king, from  whose 
avenging  presence he fled into 
E gypt. P reviou s to  this he was 
prom ised the leadership o f  the ten 
tribes by the prophecy o f  Ahijah  
(15).
i H eard  o f it— Som e prefer to make 
this refer to the death  of Solom on, 
p lacing verse tw o where verse one 
now stands. A t any rate, Jeroboam  
must have been in close  touch with 
the situation at hom e, so that he 
cou ld  respond w ithout delay when 
the time was ripe, 
j- 3. A ll the assem bly o f Israel cam e 
■—The reasons why they hesitated to 
accept R ehoboam  w ithout condition  
lie upon the face o f  the s to ry : 1. 
They w anted assurance that the 
new reign w ould be less despotic. 
2. The o ld  sp irit o f  independence 
stirred them to  suspect an h ered i­
ta ry  m onarchy. 3. The ascendency 
o f  Judah and the centra lization  of 
pow er in Jerusalem  w ere justified 
neither by geograph ica l nor e co ­
nom ic conditions. These facts na­
turally  aw akened jea lousy in a p eo ­
ple w hose triba l instinct- was still 
strong.

j 4. Thy father m ade ou r  yoke 
grievous— In build ing the tem ple 
and m aintaining the splendors o f his 
co u rt Solom on m ade large levies 
o f  men and im posed upon, them 
heavy labors.
i W e w ill serve thee—They w ould 
not tota lly  re ject the hereditary 
princip le , but the succession must 
be confirm ed by the popu lar will.

5. D epart y et fo r  three days— It 
is likely he was taken by surprise, 
and, being a w eakling, he missed 
a golden  opportunity  o f  winning the 
im m ediate and decisive support o f  
an im portant section o f his people 
who w ere already seriously d isa f­
fected .
I 6. The o ld  men— Their counsel 
was that o f  w orld ly  wisdom . In 
effect it said, “ Assure them with 
good w ords that you  are their ser­
vant, and they will be you r ser­
vants fo re v e r .”

8. The youn g men that were 
grow n up with him— They were the 
court favorites of a period  of m or­
al relaxation  and effem inacy, and 
Btood ready to  g ive silly advice by 
which they m ight profit and the 
com m on herd be subjected to  dis­
com fort. “ B e severe ,”  they said.

“ Tell them  you  w ill n ot surrender 
you r p rerogative o f en forced  ser­
v ice, but w ill even  increase the bur­
dens im posed by y ou r  father, and 
that, whereas he chastised with 
whips, you  will chastise them with 
leaded thongs (scorp ions, 11).”  This 
mad counsel exactly  suited the 
haughty sp irit o f  the youn g  m on­
arch, already drun k  with unaccus­
tom ed pow er.

15. A  thing brought ab ou t o f  Je ­
hovah— As a  punishm ent fo r  the 
sins o f  Solom on the L ord had d e ­
creed , through his prophet, that 
the kingdom  should be rent asun­
der. Thus, the fo lly  o f  R ehoboam , 
and the consequ ent m aterial d isas­
ter  to  both  kingdom s, were made 
the means by which Jeh ovah ’ s 
h igher purpose for  the m oral and 
spiritual good  o f hum anity should 
be accom plished. ■ --- ■«,

16. W hat portion  have we in 
D avid  ?— A dop tin g  the proverbial 
language used by Sheba in his re­
bellion  against D avid  (2 Sam. 20. 
1).

See to thine ow n  h ouse.— An an­
nouncem ent o f  independence, and 
equ ivalent to  “ H ands o ff .”

17. The ch ildren  o f Israel that 
dw elt in the cities o f Judah—The

! ch ie f o f  these cities were Jerusalem , 
M izpeh, G ibeon , and H ebron .

18. A doram —This m an, who was 
ov er  the men subject to  taskw ork, 
was naturally  the m ost hated per­
son whom  R ehoboam  cou ld  have 
sent to  patch up a poor p iece o f  
w ork. H e represented just the a r ­
rogant, despotic spirit o f their task-

j m aster which made him particu lar- 
j ly offensive to  the people. It is lit- 
tie w onder that, in their resent- 

i m ent, they stoned him to  death . His 
, fate aw oke the king to  the fact 
that it was perilous for  him to e x ­
pose him self to  the wrath o f such 

I men, and he fled to  Jerusalem .
I 20. T here was none that follow ed  
I the house o f D avid, but the tribe 
] o f Judah— D ean F arrar has point- 
■ ed  out the com parative strength and 
I weakness o f  the tw o kingdom s. 
Israel, with such fam ous shrines as 
Bethel, G ilgal, Jericho, Shechem , 
A cho, and J o p p a ; and such nation­
al heroes as Joshua, D eborah , B a­
rak, Jephthah, G ideon , Sam uel and 
S a u l; and her freedom  “ from  the 
tram m els of a bad com m encem ent”  ; 
and her superiority  in the m atter o f  
soil and c lim a te ; and her conse­
quent larger freedom  and m ore 
brilliant literature and higher d e ­
velopm ent in p ro p h e cy ; she seem ­
ed to  possess overw helm ing advan­
tages, but she suffered tw o serious 
draw backs—im age-w orship and the 
lack o f on e  continuous dynasty. 
Judah, on the other hand, possessed 
the advantages o f a  m agnificent ca ­
pital, a loyal people , kings who 
m ore nearly approached  the ideal, 
com pleter freedom  from  sins that 
curse a nation , and the w ide ex p ec ­
tation  that o u t o f  Judah should 
com e the D eliverer.

21-24—T hrough the man of G od , 
Shemaiah (see 2 Chron. 12), it  is 
made known unto Judah th at Re- 
h oboam ’ s purpose to  fight fo r  the 
re-establishm ent o f  the kingdom  is 
d isapproved  o f. Once m ore Jeho­
vah makes it plain that this thing 
is o f  me.

23. Judah and Benjam in —  The 
la tter was on ly  partly  within the 
bounds o f Judah. Sim eon, by its 
position , was practica lly  absorbed 
by Judah, which accounts for  their 
seem ing to  be  eleven,, instead of 
tw elve tribes.

G A S O L IN E  O U STS R A T S.
R ats appear to  have a strong eb- 

jection  to  gasoline. N ot long ago 
a v isitor ex p lor in g  the L ondon 
(E ngland) sewers was to ld  by his 
guide as they w alked u nder Long 
A cre  and Soho that the sewers in 
this n eighborhood  are alm ost en ­
tirely  free  from  rats. This im m u­
nity has been noticed  on ly  since the 
developm en t o f  the m otor-car in-, 
dustry  and the establishm ent o f  its 
headquarters in Shaftesbury avenue 
and L on g A cre. A  large quantity 
o f  gasoline thus finds its way down 
the drains, and this, in the op in ­
ion o f  the sew er men, effectually 
keeps the rats away.
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Y E A S T  C A K E S
M O S T  P E R F E C T  M A D E

W e know and users of Royal Yea9t Cakes know that these 
are the best goods of the kind in the World. Bread made with 
Royal Yeast will keep moist and fresh longer than that made with 
any other. Do not experiment—there is no other “just as good."

E. W QILLETT oo. LTD. Toronto, Cnt. 
Awarded hlghsst honors at all Expositions^ Montreal
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THE BLACK BOG.

A Corner of the County of Kildare 
Dear to Those Who Know It.

T he black  bog  of K ilbarron , in 
the County o f  K ildare , Ireland , lies 
five long  miles from  either railw ay 
o r  p ost office and is considered  to  
be a t  the “ back o f  beyant en tire ­
ly .”

There are  three styles o f  dw ell­
ings in the black  bog , says the R os­
ary M agazine, houses, cottages and 
cabins. The houses are  quaint, 
ram bling edifices, ow ned by the 
farm ers, who still hold to  olden 
styles .and ancient ways unm indful 
of the great m odern n ote  which i* 
sw eeping through Irelan d  to-day.

The cottages belong  to  the G ov­
ernm ent and are  rented to  laborers 
a t a very low  r a te ; while the ca b ­
in s 'a re  sim ply relics of the old  re­
gim e, just clay  huts roofed  with 
straw. There are very  few  o f  the 
latter standing in Irelan d  now.

The black bog  is a dangerous 
place  fo r  nightly ram bles, as it 
abounds in deep  holes fu ll o f inky 
w ater. But some warm summer 
evening after sunset, when the fogs 
are rising a ll around, go dow n 
there a ll you who a re  city tired, 
and find ou t how good  that springy 
sod w ill feel to  you r cram ped feet.

T ry  a short M arathon a long  those 
short pathw ays, you who are weary 
of life ’ s treadm ill, and see if you 
d o  not get to  feeling like -a .youn g 
co lt ju st le t loose in a  c love t pas­
ture. Or som e misty day in O cto­
ber go dow n there am ong the 
brow n heather and let the long, 
clean , wet winds blow  the furrow s 
from  your fore  head while the rain ­
drop s are pattering  on tbe bracken  
like the wee feet o f the fairies 
them selves.

A lw ays enchanting, alw ays beau­
tifu l, even if it  is at “ the back of 
beyan t,”  the charm  of this o ld  bog 
Will tw ine itself round y ou r heart 
with a  lure strong  enough  to  draw  
you gack to  the w ilds o f K ilbarron  
for  everm ore.

i t R i n g  o u t  t h e  o l d ,  
R i n g  i n  t h e  n e w ,  
R i n g  o u t  t h e  f a l s e 9 
R i n g  i n  t h e  t r u e .  

A n d  t h e  B e s t  o f

T o  Y o u .

ry

IHE BEST MEDICINE
FOR LITTLE OWES

The best m edicine in the w orld for  
little ones is the m edicine that will 
prom ptly cure all their little  ills 
and a t tho same time can be given 
the very youngest baby with abso­
lute safety. Such a  m edicine is 
B aby 's Own Tablets. They never 
fail to  cure the ills o f  childhood 
and the m other has the guarantee 
of a  governm ent analyst that they 
do not contain  one particle  o f  in ­
jurious drug . C oncern ing them 
Mrs. John R obertson , Streetsville, 
O nt., w rites: “ I have used B aby ’ s 
Own Tablets for constipation  with 
the very best results. They are in ­
deed a valuable m edicine for  lit­
tle on es .”  The Tablets are sold by 
aH m edicine dealers or  by mail al 
25 cents a  box  from  The D r. W il­
liam s’ M edicine C o., B rockville  
Ont.

KING GEORGE’ S CORONATION

Some of the Ancient Customs Which 
Survive to J’his Day.

TLe crow ning o f the K ing o f E ng­
land has usually been accom panied 
by what was regarded as the still 
m ore solemn rite o f  anointing with 
oil, which dates from  the days o f 
the ancient H ebrew s. And in E ng­
land, before  the N orm an conquest, 
the term  used was “ h a llow in g ,”  or 
consecration , rather than that of 
coron ation .

But from  o ld  records it seems 
that the cerem ony as then perform ­
ed at W inchester was in all essen­
tials tho same as that which now 
takes p lace in W estm inster A bbey. 
Few people  seem to  be aw are, says 
the Queen, that the coron ation  ce ­
rem ony was the only religious rite 
o f  the A nglican  Church which es­
caped the pruning policy o f the R e ­
form ers. H en ce  itc im pressive ri­
tual and gorgeous pageotries.

The last coron ation  at which e v ­
ery Old W orld  cerem ony was duly 
perform ed was that o f K ing G eorge 
IV . A t his crow ning  a  coron ation  
banquet took  p lace, there was a 
procession  o f  peers, the herb strew- 
er  scattered flow ers and the cha l­
lenge o f the cham pion o f  England 
was included in the cerem ony. But 
at the coron atiou  3 o f  W illiam  IV ., 
Queen V ictoria  and K in g  Edw ard 
these o ld  custom s were for  various 
reasons om itted.

H ow ever, much rem ains that is 
o f  deep  interest and stately splen­
d o r . The dean  and chapter o f  
W estm inster claim  the right to in ­
stru ct the sovereign  in the duties 
o f  this solem n service, and on c o ro ­
nation day the regalia are d e liver­
ed into their custody.

A ccord in g  to  o ld  records £100 
is paid fo r  the anointing oil supplied 
by the royal apothecary . The co ro ­
nation chairs are of interest. That 
o f  the K ing is the chair o f Edw ard 
the C onfessor, used by every B rit­
ish sovereign since the tim e o f  E d­
ward II . I t  is o f oak, and is re­
covered  with fresh crim son velvet 
on  each occasion . Beneath it  is 
placed the stone o f destiny, an 
ancient relic which cam e orig in a l­
ly from  Ireland .

 * --------------
NO DREAMS FOR MANDARIN.

Awakening of China Hai Brought 
Great Changes.

The reform ing of the p oe tica l as­
pect o f  China has brought with it 
so m e ^ h a n g e s  in socia l conditions 
and it seem s as though many m ore 
were to fo llow . A m ong those who 
have fe lt these changed conditions 
are the m andarins, whose altered 
official routine is d escribed  by the 
N orth  China D aily News. The old 
dream y days when a  mandarin 
spent hours in do lce  far niente, “ a  
dem igod amid subservient crow ds, 
delighting him self with the ph ilo­
sophy and poetry  o f  his la n d ,”  are 
all gone since the in trodu ction  of 
telegraph , telephone and railways.

The national aw akening, brin g ­
ing with it the reorganization  of the 
arm y, the in troduction  of occid en ­
tal sanitary systems, o f  m odern 
prisons, and o th er reform s, has 

m ade m andarin life not what it 
once was. N ow  that official has 
to  raise regim ents o f m odern d r ill­
ed  soldiers and find the money to  
equip  and m aintain th em ; has to 
build  expensive barracks and h os­
pitals, erect m odel prisons, and 
must refrain  from  o ld  tim e punish­
ments and find the m oney for. all 
these bothersom e novelties. H e is 
bom barded with telegram s from  
P eking and has to  w ithstand a t­
tacks by the reform  party and the 
free press.

P oppy  grow ing is forb idden , but 
he must com pel the reluctant a g ri­
cu lturist to  raise cotton  and other 
products. L icen std  gam bling has 
been suppressed, but he must raise 
the revenue thus lost by increasing 
the tax on  salt and oth er necessi­
ties. This causes riots, and he 
must put these dow n. The enraged 
and harried  taxpayers no longer 
are in fear o f the once revered 
m andarin, and they do  not hesitate 
to  attack his person when he ap ­
pears on the streets.' I t  requires 
the wisdom o f  a Confucius fo r  a 
m andarin to  m aintain his d ignity 
under the new o rd e r  o f  things. 

 * -------------
FISH TnAT SHOOTS FLIES.

Found in the Northern Rivers of 
Queensland.

In Q ueensland som e o f the m ost 
interesting form s o f  anim al life are 
to  be found. The duck biped piaty- 
pus (w ith the web feet o f  a  duel., 
which lays eggs and suckles young), 
the lung fish, the w alking perch 
and many other queer creatures 
m ight be m entioned in "confirmation 
of this, says the L ondon  G lobe.

A  rem arkable little  fish is ti e 
rifle fish, which lives in the far nor 
th e m  rivers o f Q ueensland. A  full 
grow n  specim en, w rites a  corres­
pondent, m easures about' ton inches

in length and averages on e and & 
half pounds in w eight. l'he rifle 
fish derives its nam e from  the fa ct 
that it shoots its food . I t  swim s 
leisurely about the stream  a  few  
inches below  the su rface  and is 
always on  the look  ou t fo r  flies and 
other insects that settle on tho 
floating leaves and tw igs o r  o.Ti tha 
surface o f w ater plants. On g e t ­
ting close  enough to  its v ictim  it  
discharges a tiny je t  or  ba ll o f  wa­
ter, which if shot stra ight knocks 
the fly in to the stream , w here it is 
instantly gathered, in by the shoot­
er.

THE UNION BANK OF CANADA

The 46th Annual Statement tho 
Best in Its History.

The 46th statem ent o f  the U nion 
Bank o f  C anada, subm itted at the 
annual general meeting of the 
shareholders, held *n Saturday, 
D ecem ber 17th, was a m ost satis­
factory  one. It shows a very lib ­
era l m argin o f profit over the 
am ount required for  div idends. In  
fact, the bank earn ed  at the rata 
o f  14 per cent, on  the average paid- 
up capita l, and as a  result o f  the 
satisfactory  earnings increased; 
their d ividend from  7 to  8 p er cent.: 
The net profits for  the year, after' 
deducting expenses o f m anage­
m ent, in terest due depositors, e tc ., 
e tc ., am ounted to $451,620. D uring 
the year $800,000 of new stock was 
issued at a  prem ium  of 25 per cen t ., 
am ounting to $359,810. Those tw o 
sums, together with the balance at 
the cred it o f  account on N ovem ber 
30, 1909, am ounting to $23,000, m ade 
a tota l o f $840,107 available for  d is ­
tribution . This was apportion ed  as 
fo llo w s :

Three quarterly  dividends a t the 
rate o f 1% per cent, and one at the 
rate of 2 per cen t., a total o f $500,- 
000 transferred to  the rest account, 
this sum being made up o f  prem i­
ums on new stock and $140,000 from  
the ordinary e a rn in g s ; the sum o f  
$10,000, transferred  to  officers’ pen­
sion fund, leaving n balance o f  $80,- 
000 to  be carried  forw ard . The 
paid-up capital now am ounts to  
$4,000,000, being increased by
$800,000 during  the year and the 
rest account now stands at $2,400,- 
000, being also largely  increased 
during the same period .

An exam ination  o f the statem ent 
shows that the deposits n ot bearing 
interest am ount to alm ost $15,000,- 
000, having increased by over $3,- 
000,000 du ring  the year. This in ­
crease in the deposits n ot bearing 
interest indicates an increased ca ­
pacity fo r  profit earn ing on  the part 
of the bank. The statem ent snows, 
the bank to  be particu larly  strong; 
in  cash reserves in gold  and D o ­
minion notes, which am ount to  
nearly 13 per cent, o f the tota l lia ­
bilities, and also that the assets 
im m ediately available, including 
stocks, debentures and ca ll loans,| 
are very nearly $15,000,000, o r  over 
37 per cent, o f  the tota l liabilities.-

The net profits for  the year show, 
a gain o f  $44,000 over the figures o f  
the previous year and the tota l as­
sets of the bank an increase o f $5,-' 
000,000 during  the same period.^ 
The tota l assets now am ount to  the 
large sum o f $47,455,000. indicating 
that the U nion Bank has b e co m e 1 
on e o f  the larger of ou r financial 
institutions. That it is serving the 
needs o f the business copim unjty is. 
shown "by tlie fact that it lias loans; 
to  business houses o f over $30,000,-1 
000. A nother indication  o f  its grow-j 
ing  im portance in the country is thej 
fa ct that during the year 37 branch-, 
es o r  agencies o f  the bank have; 
been opened . A ltogether, the show-) 
ing  m ade by the bank is the best 
in its history and reflects the high-| 
est cred it upon the president, boardj 
o f  d irectors and general m anager. (

The p roo f of the auto is the bill
fc r  repairs.


