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Lesson XI.—The Crucifixion, Matt. 
27. 15-20. Golden Text, 

Isa. 53. 5.

V erses 15-26—T he rem arkable
Conduct o f P ilate in try ing  to avoid 
the infliction o f  the death  penalty 
Upon Jesus. W ith  shrewd deference 
to a custom  of the Jew s, accord ing 
to which pardon  was exten ded  to 
som e prisoner du ring  the feast o f  
the passover, P ilate, who seems to 
have been com pletely  convin ced  o f 
the innocence o f Jesus, y ie lded  to  
the clam or o f  the crow d  ab ou t the 
palace and offered to  release unto 
them a certain  B arabbas, who was 
a notorious and dangerou s brigand, 
such as frequented  the h ill country  
betw een Jerusalem  and Jericho, and 
who singularly  enough  bore  the 
name o f  Jesus, o r  the o th er  Jesus 
w ho was popu larly  ca lled  the 
Christ. H e p roba b ly  u nderstood 
the popu lar tem per, and exp ected  
the rabble to  ca ll for  the release 
o f their hero. H is reasons for  
wishing to  get rid of Jesus w ere : 
(1) H is belief in  the innocence o£ 
his strange p r is o n e r ; (2) his con 
v iction  that the ch ief priests and 
elders had delivered  Jesus to  him 
simply because o f envy, a  fact that 
w ould arouse his Rom an sense o f 
ju s t ic e ; (3) the peculiar dream  'o f  
his w ife. I t  was while her m es
sengers were deliverin g  her w arn
ing to the governor, that he should 
have nothing to do with this righte
ous man, that som ething occu rred  to 
swerve the sentim ent of the crow d. 
Tho Jewish rulers, seeing the pu r
pose of P ilate to release Jesus, in 
cited  the crow d  to  ca ll for  the re 
lease o f B arabbas. This they did . 
But it  d id  not convince P ilate  that 
they w ished necessarily for the 
death  o f the other, although the 
rulers saw that to give up B arabbas 
m eant to  destroy  Jesus (20). So 
he asks, W hat then shall I  d o  unto 
Jesus? W ith unanim ous voice  they 
reply , L et him be crucified. Still 
P ila te  is unw illing to  y ie ld  to  their 
lawless prejudices— W h at ev il hath 
he don e ? To this he receives no re- 

-ply, for  the m ob has becom e pos
sessed o f an idea and they can not 
get rid o f  it— L et him be crucified. 
It was useless fo r  P ilate to attem pt 
to beat back this storm . Still, 
while g iving w ay, he fe lt the guilt 
©f his act and dram atically  washed 
his hands, as if  sym bolically  to  clear 
him self o f  the stain o f  an oth er ’ s 
b lood . The people , how ever, on cc  
m ore with one voice , relieved him 
of all responsib ility  for  tho crim e 
and voluntarily  assumed the bu r
den o f  gu ilt for  them selves |tnd 
their children . So P ilate 
©d him that for  m urder and iiKur- 
rection  had been throw n into pri
son, whom they claim ed, and Jesus 
he handed over to  their w ill.”  N o 
m ention is made o f a form al sen
tence o f  death . The Jewish rulers 
had attended to  that. All they 
wanted was P ila te ’ s consent. And 
Jesus declared theirs was the 
greater guilt (John 19. 11). The 
h orrib le  process by which Jesus 
was scourged  before  being  d e liver
ed to the soldiers was a custom ary 
prelim inary to capital punishment.

27-31— M ockery by  the Rom an 
aoldiers. A band o f soldiers had 
come to the city with the governor

in o rd er  to  preserve qu iet during 
the feast. These now am used them- 
s'elves m altreating Jesus while p re
parations were being made fo r  the 
crucifixion . M atthew d ivides their 

\ con du ct in the palace in to  tw o 
parts : (1) The m ock hom age 6 f the 
soldiers. The Rom ans had a cere 
m ony which they ca lled  "H a il  C ae
sa r ,”  and this, with evident glee, 
they m odified , to  suit their co n 
tem ptuous salutations to  the K ing 
o f the Jews. W ith a robe o f im per
ial scarlet, a  k ingly crow n  cru elly  
woven o f  thorns that pressed in to 
his b leed ing  head, and a reed  which 
served as a m ock sceptre, they com 
pelled him to  assume the role o f  
king, while they prostrated  them 
selves be fore  him with insulting ri
baldry; (2) The birazen ou trages of 
the sold iers. These consisted  in 
spitting upon him , snatching the 
reed from  this hands and sm iting 
him on the head, and then strip 
ping him o f  the princely  robe and 
putting upon him his ow n attire.

32-50—T he crucifix ion  and death 
of Jesus,

32. Sim on— As the procession  o f  
soldiers, priests, and frenzied  rab 
ble, which had form ed to  fo llow  
Jesus to  the cru cifix ion , cam e out 
o f the gates o f  the city , it was n o
ticed that Jesus staggered  beneath 
the w eight o f  the heavy cross. No 
d ou bt he was exhausted  by the e x 
citem ent and suffering through 
which he had already passed. The 
soldiers th erefore  com pelled  a man 
named Sim on to  take th e  S aviour’ s 
burden. This man was evidently  a 
Jew from  the city  in N orth  A fr ica  
called  C yrene, and had com e up to 
Jerusalem  to  ce lebrate  the pass- 
over. H e had tw o sons who seem 
to  have becom e Christians. “ Sure
ly Sim on also believed . I t  were 
indeed a strange irony  had the man 
who carried  the cross missed the 
salvation w hereof it is the instru 
m ent and sym bol.”

33. G olgoth a—There is much 
d ou bt as to  the site and origin  o f 
the nam e, The place o f  a skull. 
Scholarly  opin ion  favors an em in
ence ju st outside the Dam ascus 
G ate, know n now  as Jerem iah ’ s 
G rotto , and shaped as a skull.

34. W ine . . . m ingled with gall— 
This was a  b itter , d ru gged  drink, 
which was m ercifu lly  provided  for 
those about to  suffer v iolen t death , 
in order to  deaden  their sensibility 
(com pare P roverbs 31. 6). W e do 
not know why Jesus, a fter  he had 
tested it, refused to  drin k  it. P er
haps it was because he had already

I determ ined his course, and that :n- 
eluded his drin king  to the fu ll the 

i cup which his Father had appoin t 
\ ed.
| 35. P arted  his garm eu ts—There
were fou r sold iers. To one w e.it 
the sandals, to  another nis turban , 

j to a  th ird his c loak , and to the 
j fourth  his gird le. Com ing io  the 
; plain tunic, they were unwilling t<-> 
j rend it, since it  was woven m  one 
| p iece , and th erefore , unwittingly 
j fu lfilling Psa. 22. 18, they <ast 'c ts  
| for its possession.

37. H is accusation— A ll four Gos- 
1 pels agree that it  was w ritten , The 
K ing o f the Jews. John alone adds 
the interesting account o f  how P i
late gave vent to  his hatred of the 
rulers by insisting upon the super
scrip tion 's  rem aining written as at 
first.

88. M atthew  m entions, the two 
robbers and their w ords of reproach 
(44), but om its w hat is given by 
Luke alone, the incident of the re
pentance of one o f them. This trip le 
execution  was in d isregard  of the 
law which forbad e m ore than one 
on the same day.

42. U nknow n to these mockers* 
they w ere speaking a great truth  
when' they said, H e saved o th e r s ; 
him self he can not save. The iea - 
son -he fcould not com e dow n from- 
the cross was not that he was held 
by his bonds, bu t by his desire to  
•save those, who thus crucified  him.

45. D arkness—This lasted from  
.noon until three o ’ c lock . It has 
frequently  '-been  pointed ou t that 
this was no unusual phenom enon. 
But we can trace in it the d ivine in 
tervention  and in terpret it as we 
will. The evangelists give simply 
the fact.

46. W hy hast thou forsaken m e? 
—The fu ll m eaning o f  this cry  is 
beyond hum an w isdom  to  fathom . 
It involves an in terpretation  o f  the 
m eanifig o f death  and sin, 
o f  the re la t io n ' o f Christ 
and sin, o f  the relation  o f Christ 
the Son to  G od the F ather, and o f 
Christ to  hum anity— in short, a 
com plete theory  o f  the atonem ent. 
Com pare the discussion  in W ord  
Studies for N ovem ber 20.

50l Y ielded  up his sp irit— H e 
m ight have retained it in the m or
tal body. (C om pare his w ords in 
J o h n : “ I lay it dow n  o f  m yself. I 
have pow er to  lay it d ow n .” ) W ith 
a loud voice he c r ie d : “ Father, in
to thy hands I com m end my sp ir it.”  
The deta ils  om itted  in M atthew 
should be studied carefu lly  in the 
oth er G ospels.
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"L et g o o d  d ig e s t io n  w a it  on  a pp e tite , a n d  h ea lth  on  b o th  / "
They Will if you take Shakespeare

T hey correct stom ach disorders, assist digestion, and make life worth 
living again for the victim  o f dyspepsia. 50c. k box . If your druggist has 
not stocked them yet, send us 50c. and w e will mall them. 35

National Drug and Cbamic&l Company o f Canada, Limitad. • Montreal.

IMPOVERISHED BLOOD

A Common and a  D angerous 

T rouble— You m ust E nrich  

the Blood to  Escape 

D anger,

Anaem ia is simply a  lack o f  
b lood . It is one o f  the m ost com 
m on and a t the same tim e m ost 
dangerous diseases with which 
grow ing girls suffer. I t  is com m on 
because the b lood  so often  becom es 
im poverished du ring  developm ent, 
when girls are too  frequently  a llow 
ed to  over-study, over-w ork  and 
suffer from  a lack  o f exercise . I t  
is dangerous because o f the stealth
iness o f its approach , often  being 
w ell d evelop ed  before  its presence 
is recognized, and because o f  its 
tendency to  grow  so steadily v o rs e , 
i f  not prom ptly  checked, that it tnaly 
run in to consum ption .

The value of the ton ic treatm ent 
with D r. W illiam s’ P ink Pills 
should be known to  every m other 
in the land. These Pills m ake new, 
rich b lood , tone the organs and 
nerves, bring  a g low  o f  health to 
pale, sallow  cheeks, and drive away 
the weakness, headaches, fa int
ness, heart pa lp itation  and loss o f  
energy so noticeab le  in youn g girls 
who 'are suffering from  anaem ia. To 
all such D r. W illiam s’ P ink Pills 
are an actual life saver. Miss M a
bel M cTavish, P rince A lbert, Sask., 
says : “ In my case I  can only say 
that life  had lost its m agic ; all work 
was a  tria l, and even pleasure on ly  
a task. W hen I w ent up a flight 
o f stairs I  was ready to  d rop  from  
sheer w eakness, and I  had begun 
to  think life w ould  be a continued 
burden. But all this is now chang
ed, thanks to  D r. W illiam s’ Pink 
P ills. These were recom m ended to 
me, and a fter  taking them  for 
about a m onth I found my health 
renew ed. I  cou ld  sleep better, my 
appetite returned, and I  was so 
strong and w ell that housew ork was 
no lon ger a burden  to  me. My sis
ter  seem ed to  be going the same 
way last summer and D r. W illiam s’ 
Pink Pills w ere at once sent for  and 
tw o boxes m ade her as w ell as 
ever. D r. W illiam s’ Pink P ills are 
now the prized  m edicine in our 
hom e, and d octor  bills have been 
few er since we discovered the v ir 
tues of this great m ed icin e .'

Sold by all m edicine dea lers o r  
sent by m ail a t 50 cents a b ox  or  
six boxes for  $2.50 from  T he D r. 
W illiam s’ M edicine C o ., B rockville , 
Ont.

 ^ -------------

N O V E L  U SE OF C O R K S. •
Charles H aw kins of P eterb or 

ough, England, has succeeded in 
building a  series o f m ost interesting 
m odels, the ch ief o f  which is a large 
and com prehensive m odel o f  Burgh- 
ley H ouse, the h istoric seat o f ' the 
M arquis o f  E xeter near Stam ford. 
I t  took  M r. H aw kins, in his spare 
tim e, ten years to  com plete , d u r 
ing which tim e he w alked nearly 
three thousand m iles in  repeated 
visits to  the house in order to  se
cure accuracy. The m odel m easures 
five feet in length , fou r feet in 
Width and three feet in height, and 
no few er than h a lf a  milliorl bottle  
corks w ere used in  its con stru c
tion.

MAJ9C IN CANADA
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Is the Standard Article 
READY FOR USE IN ANY QUANTITY 

For making soap, softening water, removing old paint, 
disinfecting (inks, cloects, drains and for many other J 

purposes. A can equals 20 lbs. SAL SODA.
U s a f v l  f o r  S 00 p u r p o s e s —S o l d  E V e r p u f ie r e .  .

E. W. OH*.LETT COMPANY UNITED TORONTO, OTiT.

If you can whittle your convic
tions down men will soon see your 
real motives.

D IS T R IB U T IO N  OF SE ED

GRAIN AND POTATOES.
B y in stru ction  o f the hon. 

M inister o f  A g ricu ltu re  a d istribu 
tion  is being m ade this season o f 
samples of superior sorts o f grain 
and potatoes to  Canadian farm ers 
for the im provem ent of seed. The 
stock fo r  d istribu tion  has been se
cured m ainly from  the exp erim en t
al farm s at Indian  H ead , Saskat
chew an ; B randon , M a n itob a ; and 
O ttaw a, O ntario. The sam ples co n 
sist o f  oats, spring wheat, barley, 
field peas, Indian  corn  (for  .ensil
age on ly), and p otatoes. The quan
tity  o f oa ts  sent is 4 lb s ., and o f 
wheat or barley, 5 lb s., sufficient in 
each  case to  sow one-tw entieth  of 
an acre . The sam ples o f  Indian 
corn , peas, and potatoes w eigh 3 
lbs. each. A  quantity  o f  each  of 
the fo llow in g  varieties has been se
cured  for  this d istribution .

O ats.— Banner, A bun dance, D an 
ish Island, W ide A w ake, Thousand 
D olla r, Im proved  L igow o —  a ll 
white varieties.

W h eat.— R ed  varieties : M arquis 
and early  R ed  F ife (early  beardless 
sorts o f high baking strength), R ed 
F ife (beard less), P reston  and H u 
ron  (early , bearded). W hite var
ieties : W hite F ife (beard less),
Bobs (early , beardless).

B arley . —  S ix-row ed  : M ensury
and M anchurian (a  selection  from  
M ensury). T w o -ro w e d : Standw ell 
and Invinsible.

F ield  P eas.— A rth u r and G olden  
Vine.

Indian  Corn (for  en silage).—  
E a r ly 's o r ts : A n gel o f M idnight, 
C om pton ’ s E arly, and L on gfellow . 
L ater v a r ie t ie s : Selected  Learning, 
Early M astodian an d  W hite Cap, 
Y ellow  D ent.

P ota toes .— E arly  varieties : R o 
chester and Irish  C obbler . M ed
ium to late v a r ie t ie s : G old  Coin, 
Carm an N o. 1, and M oney M aker. 
The later varieties are, as a rule, 
m ore productive  than the earlier 
kinds.

O nly one sample can be  sent to  
each applicant, hence if he receives 
a sam ple o f  oats, he cannot also re
ceive on e o f barley, peas, Indian 
corn  o r  potatoes. A pp lications on 
printed cards or sheets, o r  list of 
names from  on e  individual or ap
p lica tions fo r  m ore than one sam
ple fo r  one household can not be 
entertained. The sam ples w ill be 
sent free  o f  charge through  the 
mail.

A pp lications should be addressed 
to the D om inion  C erealist E x p eri
m ental Farm , O ttaw a, and may be 
sent in any tim e from  D ecem ber 1, 
to  F ebruary  15, a fter  which lists 
w ill be closed , so th at the. samples 
asked fo r  may be sent in good  tim e. 
A pp licants should m ention  the var
iety they prefer, w ith a second sort 
as an alternative. A pp lications w ill 
be filled in the order in  which they 
are received, so long  as the supply 
of seeds lasts. Farm ers are a d 
vised to  ap p ly  early  to  avoid  p os
sible d isappointm ent. Those ap
plying fo r  Indian corn  or potatoes 
should bear in mind th at the corn  
is n o t /  usually d istribu ted  until 
A pril, and that potatoes can n ot be 
m ailed until danger from  in transit 
is over. N o postage is requ ired  on  
mail m atter addressed to  the E x - 
peripiental F arm , Ottaw a.

W M . SA U N D E R S ,
D irector  of E xperim ental Farm s.

THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS. 

600,000 Square Miles of it is Very 
Little Known.

T here are vast areas in Canada 
of which even the G overnm ent has 
n o  defin ite  know ledge, and there 
are thousands of square miles 
w here the fo o t  o f a  white man has 
never trod . P ractica lly  a ll know 
ledge of this big w ild country  has 
been secured again  and again 
along a  few  chosen and well worn 
routes, ou tside of which investiga
tion  has seldom  gone, says L eslie ’ s 
W eekly.

Im agine a dozen  or so w ell bea t
en vehicle  highways traversing a 
country on e-fourth  as large as Eu-

Home
D Y E IN G

Is the way to

S a v e  M o n e y
a n d

D r e s s  W e l l
Try it I 

Simple as Washing 
with
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JUST THINK OF IT ! **
D y o s W o O l ,  C o t to n , S ilk  o r  M ix e d  G o o d s  P e r fe c t ly  
w ith  th e  S A M E  D y e —N o  c h a n c e  o f  m ista k es . F ast 
a n d  B e a u tifu l C o lo r s  10 ce n ts , f r o m  y o u r  D r u g g is t  o r  
D e a le r . S e n d  f o r  C o l o r  C a rd  a n d  S T O R Y  B o o k le t .  76 
T h e  J o h n s o n -R ic h a r d s o n  C o . ,  L im ite d , M o n tre a l.

rope— narrow  highways hemmed in 
by im penetrable w ilderness —  and 
one may form  som e sort of an idea 
o f the little  that is still known o f
600.000 square miles o f the N orth  
A m erican  continent.

A lon g  these routes nearly all
“ ex p lorers”  have gone. A lon g  
them  a re  situated m ost o f the fur 
posts, and beyond their narrow  
lines but little  is know n. And in 
this w orld  o f  forest and ridge
m ountains and etern a l desolation, 
still buried  in the m ystery and si- ( 
len ce of endless centuries, are itr 
“ p e o p le .”

A pprox im ately  th ere are from
15.000 to  25,000 human souls in an 
area fifteen tim es the size o f Ohio, 
and there are no m ore than 500 o f 
these who have n ot som e Indian  
b lood  in their veins. On the oth er 
hand fu lly  one-half o f  the totai
popu lation  has its strain o f white 
b lood .

A lm a— “ Y es, O scar, when we are  
m arried you  w ill n ot go to  the c lu b  
at nights. Y ou  will stay at hom e, 
and I ’ ll sing and play the p iano 
fo r  y ou , w on ’ t I i ”  O scar— “ Y es, 
d e a re s t ; you  know - I  never cared  
much fo r  p leasure, an yw ay.”

 *   — (
I t  isn ’ t  necessary to  believe fo r 

ever what you  believed once.

■A N D ; 1

Cold-Soras-
A re y ou r  hands chapped, cracked 

or  sore ? H ave y o u  “  c o ld  cracks ’ ’ 
w h ich  open  and b leed  w h en  the skin 
is  draw n t igh t?  H a ve  y o u  a  c o ld  
Bore, ffb s t  bite, chilbla ins, or  a “ ra w "  
p lace, w h ich  at tim es m akes it a gon y  
fo r  y o u  to  g o  about y ou r  h ou seh old  
duties ? If so , Z a m -B u k  w ill g iv e  y o u  
relief, and w ill heal the frost-dam aged  
skin. ®  Vnoint the sore p laces at night, 
Z a m -B u k ’s rich  hea ling  essences w ill 
sink into the w ou n d s, end  the sm art
ing , and w ill heal qu ick ly . $

M rs. Y ellen , o f  Portland, says : "M y  
hands were bo sore and cracked that it 
was agony to  put them  near water. 
W hen I  d id  so they would smart and 
burn as if  I  had scalded them. I  seemed 
quite unable to  get relief from  anything 
I  put on them until I  tried Zam-Buk, 
and it> succeeded when all else had 
failed. I t  closed the big  cracks, gave 
me ease, Boothed the inflammation, and 
ia  a  very short tim e hoaled m y hands.”

Zam-Buk alto cures chafing, rather, winter 
sm a, yiles, ulcers, fettering sores, sore heads 

and backu, abscesses, pimples, ring ■worm, etc., 
r, burnt, bruiits, scalds, sprains. 0/ allcuts,

druggists and stores, or poit free from the Zam- 
Buk Co., Toronto. Price 60c a box.


