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Prinee Rupert’s Bing;
OR, THE HOUSE OF THE 

SILENT SORROW.

C H A P T K rt V III .
Tim e was when Eel] had prom ised 

to  stand in the fron t rank of op era ­
tive physicians, la- brain  troubles 
and m ental d isorders he had d is ­
tinguished him self, t ie  had a m ar­
velous facu lty  fo r  psychological re ­
s e a r c h ; indeed, he had gone so far 
as to  d ec la re  that insanity was 
saere ly  a disease ai.u  capable  o f  cure 
tb e  same as any ord in ary  m alady.

A n d then suddeniy he had faded 
•ut as a  star drops from  the zenith. 
The ro had been d ark  rum ors of a 
terr ib le  scandal, a prosecution  
bu rked  by strong influence, m ysteri­
ou s paragraphs in the papers, and 
tbe disappearan ce o f the nam e o f 
H atherly  Bell from  the rank of 
grea t m edical jurists. N obod y  seem ­
ed  to  know anything a b ou t it , but 
B ell was ignored  by all ex cep t a  
few old  friends, and henceforth  he 
d ev oted  his atten tion  to crim inology  
and the evolu tion  o f  crim e. I t  was 
B e ll ’ s boast that he cou ld  take a 
dozen  men at haphazard and give 
you  their vices and virtues point- 
b lank .

A few  people  stuck to  him , G ilead 
G ates am ongst tho num ber. D avid  
Steel had been able to d o  th e  speci­
a list some slight service a year or  
tw o be fore , and Bell had been p leas­
ed  to m agnify this into a  great fa ­
vor.

“ Steel, you  are  in grea t trou ­
b le ,”  said B ell.

“ It needs no brillian t e ffort on 
you r part to  see th a t ,”  D avid  said 
b itterly . “ Besides you  heard a 
g rea t deal ju st now  when you—
you  ”

“ L isten ed ,”  Bell said, coo lly . 
" B u t  I did  n ot gather from  you r 
chat with Miss G ates what y ou r  
trou b le  w as.”

“ Perhaps not, bu t M iss Gates 
knew perfectly  w ell.”

“ W hat Miss G ates knows I am 
unable to  say. B u t this much I  do j 
know. Y ou were not in the dining : 
room  o f N o. 2)9 tw o nights ago. I 
am profoun dly  in terested but if I 
am to  aid you , you  should tell me 
ev ery th in g .”

D avid  proceeded  to  d o  so  as they 
w alked along.

“ Steel, I am going to  en joy  this 
e a s e ”  said B ell, when D avid  fin­
ished.

“ Y ou ’ re w elcom e to  all the fun 
you can get ou t o f i t ,”  D avid  said, 
grim ly. “ So far as I  am con cern ­
ed, I fail to .se e  the hum or. Isn ’ t 
this tho office you  are a fte r? ”

Bell nodded  and disappeared , 
presently  to  return with tw o e x ­
ceedingly  rusty keys tied together 
with a drab  piece of tane. H e jin g ­
led them on  his long, slender fo re ­
finger with an a ir  o f  positive en ­
joym ent.

“ N ow  com e alon.. ”  he said. “ W e 
w ill go back to  Brunsw ick Square j 
exactiv  the same way as you a p ­
proached it on the night o f the g r e a t ; 
ad ven tu re .”

“ On the evening in question  you  ' 
w ere particu larly  told  to approach  ; 
the house from  tho sea fr o n t ,”  said 
B ell.

“ Som ebody m ight have been on 
the look -ou t near the W estern  Road 
e n tra n ce ,”  Steel suggested.

“ Possibly. I  have another theory.
. . . H ere  we are . The figures over 
the fanlights run from  187 upwards, 
gradually  getting  to 219 as you 
breast the slope. A t one o ’c lock  in 
the m orning every  house w ould  be 
in darkness. D id  you  find tbat to  
be  so ? ”

“ I d id n ’ t notice a light anywhere 
till I reached 219.”

“ W ell, h ere is 218, where I p ro ­
pose to  en ter, and for  which pur-, 
pose I have the keys. Com e a lo n g .”  

D avid  fo llow ed  w onderingly. The 
houses in Brunswick Square are 
som ewhat irregu lar in poin t of ar­
ch itecture and IS) os. 218 and 219 
were the only m atched pair there­
abouts. Signs were not wanting, 
as Bell pointed out, that a t one time 
the houses had been occupied  as one 
residence, The tw o entrance-halls 

re back to back, so to speak, and 
w hat had obv iou sl”  been a doorw ay 
leading from  on e to the other had 
been  plastered up within com para­
tively recent menu. ry.

D avid pointed ou t that there were 
no cobw ebs on the first floor, though 
there w ere many elsewhere.

“ J'.'o you note another singular 
p o in t?”  Bell asked.

“ N o ,”  D avid said, th ou gh tfu lly ; 
“ I — stop ! Tho tw o side-shutters in ' 
t iio  b a yw in d ow  are closed , an d !

there is the same vivid crim son 
blind in tho centre w indow. And 
the self co lo r  of the walls is e x a ct­
ly the same. The faint d isco lora ­
tion by the fireplace is a perfect 
facsim ile .”

“ In fact, this is the room  you  
were in the o th er n igh t,”  Bell said 
quietly.

“ Im p o ss ib le !”  Steel cried . “ The 
blind may be an accident, so might 
the fad ing o f  the distem per. But 
the furn iture, the engravings, the 
num ber ov er  the d o o r .”

“ E xactly  what I was com ing to. 
I n oticed  an old  pair o f  steps in 
the back sitting-room . W ould you 
mind p lacing them  against the fan ­
light fo r  m e ?”

D avid  com plied  readily. Over his 
head w ere~the figures 218 in e lon ­
gated shape and form ed in  white 
porcelain .

“ N ow th en ,”  Bell said, slowly. 
“ Take this pocket-knife , apply  the 
blade to  tho right-hand low er half 
o f the bottom  o f the 8— to half the 
small o, in fact— and I shall be ex ­
trem ely  surprised if the quarter 
section  d o e sn ’ t com e away from  
tho glass o f the fan light, leaving 
the rest o f  the figure in ta ct .”

The poin t o f the knife was h ard ­
ly under the edge o f the percelain  
b efore  the segm ent o f  the low er 
c irc le  dropped  into S tee l’ s hand.

“ G o  ou t into the road and look 
at the fan ligh t,”  Bell d irected .

D avid com plied  eagerly . A  sharp 
cry  o f surprise escaped him. In ­
stead o f  the figures 218 he cou ld  
read now ' the change to  219 —  a 
fa irly  ind ifferent 9, but one that 
w ould have passeu m uster.

“ F or  the present, the way in 
which the furn iture trick  was w ork ­
ed  m ust remain a m ystery. But 
there has been fu rn itu re here, or 
this room  and the hall w ould not 
have been so carefu lly  swept whilst 
the rest o f the house rem ains in 
so d irty  a  cond ition . I f  my eyes 
d o n ’ t deceive m o I  can see two 
fresh nails driven  into tho arch­
way leading to  the back hall. On 
those nails hung the curta in  that 
prevented  you  seeing m ore than 
was necessary. A re  you  still in ­
credu lou s as to  the house where 
you  had y ou r  rem arkable adven ­
ture V’

“ I confess that my faith has been 
seriously shaken ,”  D avid  adm it­
ted. “ B ut when 1 cam e here the 
other night— provided  o f cou rse  that 
I d id  com e h ere—im m ediately up­
on  en tering  the d in in g-room  the 
place  was brilliantly  illum inated. 
N ow , d irectly  the place was void 
tho supply o f e lectric  curren t w ould 
be cu t off at the m eter. So far as 
I can ju dge , som e tw o or  three units 
must have been consum ed during  
my visit. Those units must show- 
on the m eter.

“ L et us go dow n into the base­
m ent and settle the m atter. There 
is pretty  sure to  be card  on the 
m eter m ade up to the day when 
the last tenant went ou t. See, the 
supply is cu t off n ow .”

As Steel spoke h e  snapped dow n 
the hall switch and no result cam e. 
D ow n in the basem ent by the area 
d oor  stood the m eter. Both  sw itch­
es w ere turned  off, but on Bell 
pressing them dow n Steel was en ­
abled to  light the passage.

“ T h ere ’ s the ca r d ,”  B ell e x ­
claim ed. “ M ade up to 25th June, 
1895, since when th e  house has 
been void . Just a m inute whilst I 
read the m eter. Yes, th a t’ s right. 
A ccord in g  to  this card  in your 
hand, provided  that the light has 
not been used since the in dex  was 
taken, should read at 1521. W hat 
d o  you  make o f  the card  1”

“ 1532,”  D avid cried . “ W hich 
means eleven  units since the m eter 
was last taken. O r, if  you  like to  
put it  from  that poin t o f view, 
eleven units used the night that I 
cam e here. Y ou  are quite right, 
Bell. Y ou  have practically  co n ­
vinced me that I  have been inside 
the real 219 fo r  tho first tim e to ­
d a y .”

“ W hat do you  propose to  do 
next i”

“ F ind ou t the name of the last 
tenant or  ow n e r ,”  Bell suggested. 
“ D iscover what the tw o houses 
were used for when they w ere o ccu ­

pied by one person. A lso ascertain 
why on eartrU the ow ners are  w il­
ling to  let a  house this size and in 
this situation fo r  a  sum o f £80 per 
annum . L et us go  and take the 
keys back  to  the ag en ts .”

The m ore Steel thought o f it the 
m ore m uddled and bew ildered  d id  
he becom e. N o com plicated  tangle 
in the way o f a p lot had ever been 
anything like the skein this was.

“ I ’ m like a child  in y ou r  h an d s,”  
he said. “ I ’ m a blind man on the 
end of a  string. A nd if ever I help
a woman again  ”

He paused as h^ cau gh t sight o f  
Ruth G ates ’ s lovely  face through 
the w indow  o f N o. 219. H er fea ­
tures were tinged with m elancholy ; 
there was a look  o f deepest sym pa­
thy and feeling  and com passion  in 
her g lorious eyes. She slipped 
back as Steel bow ed, and the rest 
o f his speech was lost in a sigh.

Some limes people do. and suffer, 
because the stomach balks.Ate Unwisely ?
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Fo? D ISTE M P E R

C H A P T E R  IX .

A bell to lled  m ournfu lly . On
w inter n ights folks, passing the 

H ouse o f  the S ilent S orrow , com ­
pared the do le fu l c langing  to  the 
boom  that carrics  the crim inal from  
the ce ll to  the scaffold . Every night 
all the year round the little valley 
of Longdean echoed to  that m ourn­
ful clan g. Perhaps it was for  this 
reason that a  w andering o oe t chris­
tened the place as the H ouse of the 
Silent Sorrow .

F or seven years this had been g o ­
ing on. From  h alf-past seven till 

! e ight o ’ c lock  that h ideous bell rang 
its swinging, m elancholy note. Why 
it was n obody  cou ld  possibly tell. 
N obody in the village had even been 
beyond the grea t rusty gates lead­
ing to  a dark  drive of Scotch firs, 
though on e  small boy bolder than 
the rest had on ce clim bed the lich­
en-strew n stone w all and pen etrat­
ed the thick undergrow th  beyond. 
H ence he had returned, with white 
face  and staring eyes, with the in ­
form ation  th at great w ild dogs 
dw elt in the thickets.

N obody knew anything about the 
people at L ongdean  G range. The 
place had been shut up fo r  th irty 
years, being understood to  be in 
Chancery when the announcem ent 
went forth  that a d istant relative 
o f  the fam ily had arranged  to  live 
there in future.

W hat the lady,'of the G range was 
like nobody cou ld  say. She had ar­
rived late on e  night accom panied 
by a  niece, and from  that m om ent 
she had never been beyond the 
house.

E veryth ing was ordered  by te le ­
phone from  B righton, and left at 
the p o r te r ’ s lodge. The p orter  was 
a stranger, also lie was d ea f and 
exceedingly  ill-tem pered.

And yet, but fo r  the m ighty c la ­
m our o f  tbat h ideous bell and that 
belt o f w ildness that surrounded it, 
L ongdean G range was a  cheerful- 
looking house enough. Any v isitor 
em erging from  the d rive  w ould have 
been deligh ted  with it. F or  the 
lawns were trim  and tru ly  kept, the 
beds w ere blazing masses of flow ­
ers, the creepers over the G range
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| were not allow ed to riot too cx - 
I travagantly.
I The bell was swinging dolefu lly  
over the s ta b le -tu rre t; it rang out 
its passing note till the clock  struck 
eight and then m ercifu lly  ceased. 
A t tho same m om ent precisely  as 
she had don e any tim e the last sev­
en  years the lady o f  the house do- 
scended the broad  black oak stair­
case to the hall. A bu tler o f  the 

| old -fash ion ed  type bow ed to her 
and announced that d inner was 
ready. H e m ight have been the 
butler or  an archbishop from  his 
mien and deportm ent, yet his even ­
ing dress was seedy and shiny to 
the last degree , his patent leather 
boots had long  lost their lustre, his 
linen was terrib ly  frayed and y e l­
low. Two footm en in livery stood, 
in the hall. They m ight have been 
supers playing on the boards of a 
travelling  theatre, their once sm art­
ly cut and trim m ed coats hung rag­
gedly upon them . ]

| As to  the lady, >vlio was tall and ; 
handsom e, with dark  eyes and fea ­
tures contrasting  strangely with I 
hair as white as the frost on a win- 
te r ’ s landscape, there was a fa r ­
away strained look  in the dark eyes j 
as if they w ere ever night and day ; 
look in g  fo r  som ething, som ething j 
that w ould never be found. In her- ! 
self the lady was clean and w hole- I 
some enough , but her evening  dress j 
o f black silk and lace was dropp in g  j 
in to fragm ents, the lace was in 
rags upon her bosom , though th ere ! 
were diam onds o f great value in ! 
her white hair.

And here, strangely a llied , were j 
wealth and d irest p o v e r ty ; the 
w hole place was filled with rare and 
costly  things, p ictures, statuory, 
china ; the floors were covered  with 
thick carpets, and yet everyth ing 
was absolutely  sm othered in dust.

The lady of the house made her 1 
way slow ly to  the d in in g-room . It 5

was a- beautifu l room  in itself, lo fty , 
oak panelled from  floor to  roof, with 
a few pictures of price on the walls. 

(T o be con tin u ed .)

•Sl'PK RlORITY OF C A N A D IA N  
B A N K S.

The Canadian Banking system is. 
so totally d ifferent from  those o f the 
older countries of E uropo that new 
corners to this coun try  are often 
slow to  realize the advantages o f 
the facilities it offers in doin g  busi­
ness.

The Traders Bank o f Oanada have- 
recently undertaken an E du cation ­
al cam paign for the purpose of ex- 
tending to new Canadian citizens 
and those who have com e over from  
Europe the advantages that the 
Bank should be to thorn and e x ­
trem e sim plicity in their fflfethods 
of doing  business.

The Traders Bank p oin t Out that 
any man that goes in to  business 
should have a checking accoun t ’ n 
their Bank. All money that is re­
ceived is deposited  and paid  ou t by 
cheque. In this way the Bank real­
ly keeps track  o f a  m an’ s finan •iaV 
m atters for  him , and with their 
Savings D epartm ent fo r  accum ulat­
ed sums of money w here they pay 
a har’dsom e in terest on id le  funds, 
and their facilities in the way o f  re­
m itting money by Bank JJrafts, 
M oney O rders, and the issuing o f  
T ravellers ’ Cheques fo r  people  re­
turning hom e, are advantages that 
every man should know about.

A lthough hot the largest Bank in 
Canada the T raders Bank has As­
sets o f  over forty-five m illions, and 
over one hundred Branches in Can- . 
ada. Their financial strength and 
reliability  is beyond any question,

SAiiohb Cum
quickly stops condhs, cures co ld s, heal* 
Ui« throat and luntfs. - •  •  £ 5  cents*

“ D o you believe in h ypn otism ?”  
lie asked, as he looked  intently into 
her great brow n eyes.

“ I m u st,”  she answ ered, with all 
the bravery she cou ld  sum m on. " 1  
know that you  are going  to  kiss 
me, but I am pow erless to  p ro ­
te s t ,”

SMbhb Curq
Q u i c k l y  s t o p s  c o n t f h s ,  c u r e s  c o l d s .  n e a l «  
t h a  t h r o a t  and l u n r f s  • •  *  8® casta*

CoEcrefe Sidewalks are Safe, Sightly assd
Everlasting

L UM BER used in damp placcs and on 
wet ground— as, for instance, in walks 
— has a very short life. It requires 
almost constant repairing and, in a 

few years, needs replacing.
Concrete, o »  the other hand, improves 

with age, and fee  very dampness which de­
stroys lumber calls out the best qualities o f 
the cement by making it harder and harder 

— until neither time nor 
traffic can affect it.

The best o f  wooden 
walks keep getting 
out o f  repair, and are 
a continual menace to 
life and limb. They 
are also a frequent 
source o f  expensive 
doctor bills and lost 
time. Then again, 
they are likely to eat 
up the original cost

in repairs before they are replaced.
Concrete walks are sightly, everlasting 

and safe. They cost less to build and need 
110 repairing nor painting.

W rite for our free  book, "W hat the 
Farmer Can D o With Concrete

It tells in plain, simple language, how 
you can save money on farm construction 
by using cement for Barns, Dairies, 
Foundations, Fence Posts, Troughs, 
Feeding Floors, Hitching Posts*
Stalls, Silos, Stairs, and so forth.
The Book is well illustrated 
with photographs, dans and 
diagrams. Fill out the 
coupon or send a postal 
to-day.
Simply address it to

Canada Cement Co.
Lim ited

30*35 National BanV 
Building

M o n t r e a l


