
P r i n c e  R u p e r t ’ s  l i n g
OR, THE HOUSE OF THE 

SILENT SORROW.

C H A P T E R  V .—  (C o n t ’d )
" W e l l ,  it ’ s this way, sir. v*hen 

I  poin ted  o u t the case to  you  ly
in g  on the floor o f  you r  con serva 
tory  last night you said it w asn ’ t 
you rs. Y ou looked  at it with the 
eyes o f  a  stranger, and then you  
said you  w ere m istaken. From  
in form ation  given last night I have 
been m aking inqu iries ab ou t the 
cigar-case . Y ou  took  it  to  M r. 
M ossa ’ s, and from  it you  produced  
notes to  the value of nearly  £ ] , -  
000 to  pay off a deb t. W ithin 
c igh t-a n d -forty  hours you  had no 
m ore p rospect o f  paying that deb t 
than I  have at this m om ent. Of 
cou rse , you  will be ab le  to account 
fo r  those notes. Y ou  can , of 
eourse ?”

“ W e will discuss that when the 
p ro p e r  tim e com es ,”  Steel said, 
w ith  fine indifference.

“ A s you  please sir. From  in 
form ation  also received  I  took  the 
case  to  W a len ’ s, in W est Street, 
an d  asked M r. W alen if he had seen 
the case  be fore . Pressed to  id en ti
fy  it , he handed me a glass and 
asked me to  find the figures (say) 
‘ 1771. x . 3 ,' in tiny characters on 
the edge. I  d id  so by the aid of 

the glass, and M r. W alen further 
p roceeded  to show me an entry 
in  his purchasing ledger which 
proved  that a cigar-case in gun-m e- 
ta l and diam onds bearing th at le 
gend  had been added to  the stock 
qu ite  recen tly—a  few  weeks ago, 
in  fa c t .”

“ W ell, what of th a t?”  D avid ask
ed , im patiently. “ F or  all I  know, 
th e  case m ight have com e from  W a
le n ’ s. I am n ot going  to  deny that 
W alen  was r igh t.”

“ Pressed as to when the case had 
ben sold, M r. W alen, w ithout hesi
ta tion , sa id : “ Y esterday, fo r  £72 
16s.’ The purchaser was a stran
ger, whom M r. W alen  is prepared  
to  identify . Asked if a form al re
ce ip t had been given , W aleh said 
that it had. A nd now I com e to 
th e  gist o f  the w hole m atter. Y ou 
eaw D r. Cross hand m e a  mass 
o f  papers, e tc ., taken from  the p er
son  o f the gentlem an who was 
nearly  k illed in  you r house 2”

D avid  saw the gulf loom ing b e 
fo re  him.

“ G o o n ,”  said he. hoarsely , “ go 
©n. Y ou  mean to  say that— ”

“ T h at am ongst the papers found 
in  the pock et o f  the unfortunate 
stranger was a receipted bill for 
the very c igar-case that lies here 
be fore  y o u !”

C H A P T E R  V I.
Steel d rop p ed  into a chair and 

gazed  a t  In sp ector M arley with 
m ild  surprise. A t  the same tim e 
he was n ot in the least alarm ed.

iA V alen  is quite su re?”  he ask
ed.

“ Yes, he recogi.ized  his private 
m ark  at on ce .”

“ May I smoke a  c ig a re tte ?”  D a 
vid asked.

“ Y ou  may sm oko a score if they 
w ill be  o f any assistance to you , 
s ir ,”  M arjey replied . “ I  d o n ’ t 
■want to ask you  any questions and 
I  d o n ’ t w ant you— w ell, to com m it 
y o u rse lf .”  ,

s a  'puzzling ca se ,”  said D a 
v id . “ Y ou  have handled it with 
sk ill. Y ou  m ight have been a pu 
p il o f my rem arkable acquaintance 
H atherly  B e ll.”

“ I am a pupil o f M r. B e l l 's ,”  
M arley said, qu ietly. “ Curious 
y ou  should m ention  M r. B e ll’ s 
nam e, seeing that h e  was here so 
recen tly  as this a fte rn o o n .”  

"S ta y in j' in B righ ton ?”  Steel 
ask ed , eagerly . “ W hat is -a-s a d 
dress ?”

“ N o. 519 Brunsw ick S q u are .”
I t  took  all the nerve that David 

possessed to crush the cry  that rose 
to  his lips. I t  is m ore than 
strange that the man he m ost de
sired  to see at this juncture should 
b e  staying in the very house where 
th e  novelist had his great adven- 
u tre . A nd in the mere fact m ight 
b e  the key to  the problem  o f  the 
cigar-case .

“ I ’ ll certain ly  see B e ll,”  he m ut
tered . “ W hat d o  you  intend to 
d o , M arley?”

“ F or the present, n oth in g ,”  
M arley  replied . “ So long as the 
m an in the hospital remains uncon
sc iou s I can d o  no m ore .”

D avid bade M arley good-night 
and went hom e to  study over the 
ca£e His ira in  of thought was

broken as an idea  cam e to  him. It 
was not so long  since he had .a fa c
sim ile c igar-case  in his hand at 
L ock h art’ s, in N orth  Street. Som e
body conn ected  with the mystery 
m ust have seen hirri adm iring it 
and re l’ ictantlv  declin ing  the pu r
chase, because the voice  from  the 
the telephone to ld  him  that the 
case was a present and that it had 
com e from  the fam ous N orth  Street 
establishm ent.

“ By J o v e !”  D avid cried . I ’ ll go 
to  L ock h art’ s to-m orrow  and see 
if the case is still there. I f  so, I 
may be able to  trace  i t .”

Early the n ext m orning D avid 
was in N orth  Street. The gentle
m anly assistant at L ock hart’ s re
m em bered Ste£l and the cigar-case, 
but he was afraid  that the article  
had been sold. N o d ou b t it w ould 
be possible to  obtain  a facsim ile in 
tho cou rse  o f a few  days.

“ Only I required that particu lar 
o n e ,”  Steel said. “ Can you tell 
me when it  was sold and who pur
chased it ? ”

The assistant reca lled  it had pass
ed into the hands o f  an Am erican 
gentlem an staying at the M etro- 
pole.

“ Can you  tell m e his nam e?”  
D avid asked, “ or  describe h im ?”  

“ W ell, I ca n ’ t, s ir ,”  the jun ior 
partner said, frankly. “ I can on ly  
rem em ber the nam e was John 
Smith. I f  there is anything 
w rong— ”

D avid  hastily  gave the desired 
assurance. H e wanted to  arouse 
no suspicion.

N ot fo r  one m om ent d id  Steel b e 
lieve in the Am erican at the M et- 
ropole . A s he w alked thoughtfu lly  
hom ew ards he was debating  in his 
mind w hether o r  not he m ight ven
ture to  ca ll a t o r  w rite to  219 
Brunswick Square, and lay his diffi
culties before  the people there. He. 
sat in his own room  puzzling the 
m atter out till his head ached. He 
look ed  round for  inspiration . H is 
eye fell on  the telephone and he 
jum ped to  liis feet.

“ W hat a  fool I am he ex cla im 
ed. “ If I  had been plottin g  this 
business out as a story , I  should 
have thought o f that long ago. . . . 
N o, I  d o n ’ t w ant any num ber, at 
least, not in 'th a t way. Tw o nights 
ago I  was ca lled  up by som ebody 
from  London  who held the line for 
fu lly  half an h our or  so. I ’ ve—- 
I ’ ve forgotten  the address o f my 
correspon den t, but if you  can as
certain  the num ber . . . yes, I  shall 
be h ere if you  will ring me up when 
you  have got it. . . . T hanks.”  

H alf an hour passed before the 
bell tr illed  again. D avid  listened 
eagerly . A t a n - rate, now he was 
going to  know the num ber whence 
the m ysterious message cam e— 
0017, K ensington, was the num ber. 
D avid  m uttered  his thanks and flew 
to his big telephone d irectory . 
Yes, there it was— “ 0017, 446
P rin ce ’ s G ate, G ilead G ates .”  

“ G ilead G ates ,”  he m urm ured 
when he had thanked the op era 
tor . “ Q uaker, m illionaire, and 
philanthropist. One o f the most 
h ighly esteem ed and popu lar men 
in England. And from  his home 
cam e the m essage which has been 
the source o f all the m ischief. And 
yet there are critics  who say the 
plots o f my novels are too  fantas
tic !”

C H A P T E R  V II .

The em otion  of surprise seem ed 
to  have le ft Steel a ltogether. A f
ter  the last d iscovery  he was p re
pared to  believe anything.

“ I ’ ll go to Brunswick Square and 
see that w om an ,”  D avid said .to 
him self. “ M oney o r  no m oney, I ’ ll 
n ot lie under, an im putation  like 
th is .”  _

There was one thing to  be don e 
beforehand, and that was to  see 
D r. Cross.

“ Oh, the man is  b e tte r ,”  Cross 
said cheerfu lly . “ H e hasn ’ t been 
identified yet, though the press has 
given us every assistance. I  fancy 
the p oor  fellow  is going to  recov 
er. though I am afraid it will be 
a  lon g  jo b .”

D avid walked the whole distance 
to  219 Brunsw ick Square. He 
knocked at the d oor  with a vague
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feeling o f  uncertainty . A staid, 
o ld -fash ioned  footm an answ ered his 
ring and inquired his business. 
r “ Can—can I  see you r m istress?”  
D avid stam m ered.

The staid footm an becam e, if pos
sib le , a little  m ore reserved. I f  
the gentlem an Would send in his 
card  he w ould see if  M iss Ruth was 
d isengaged.

“ I ’ m afraid  I  h av en ’ t a c a r d ,”  
he said. “ W ill you  say th at M r. 
Steel w ould like to  see—er—Miss 
Ruth for  a few’ m inutes? My busi
ness is exceed ingly  pressing .”

The staid footm an led the way 
into the din in g-room . N othing had 
ben a ltered. The same plain , hand
som e, expensive furn iture was here, 
the same m ahogany and engravings, 
the same du ll red walls, with the 
same light stain over the fire
p lace— a d u ll, p rosperous, square- 
tocd -look in g  place.

“ Y ou  w anted to  see me, sir? 
W ill you  be so good as to state you r 
business'!”

D avid turned with a. start. He 
saw before  him a slight, graceful 
figure, and a lovely , refined face 
in a fram e of the m ost beautifu l 
hair that he had ever seen.

“ I— I, eh, y e s ,”  Steel stam m er
ed. “ Y ou  see, I— if I only knew 
whom I had the pleasure of ad 
dressing?”

“ I am Miss Ruth G ates, at your 
service. Still, you  asked for  me 
by n am e.”

“ D aughter of the fam ous G ilead 
Gates ?”  D avid asked.

“ N o, n iece, ad housekeeper. 
This is not my u n cle ’ s ow n house, 
he has m erely taken this for  a time. 
B ut, M r. S teel— ”

“ M r. D avid Steel— is my name 
fam iliar tt> y o u ? ”

“ I— I know you  qu ite w;ell by 
rep u ta tion ,”  the g irl gasped. H er 
little  hands w ere pressed to  her left 
side as if to  check  som e deadly 
pain there. “ Inueed, I  may say I 
have read m ost o f  y ou r  stories. I 
— I hope that there is nothing 
w ron g .”  '

“ I  tru st n o t ,”  he said, gravely. 
“ D id you  know that I  was here 
tw o nights a g o ? ”

“ H e r e !”  the g irl cried . “ Im 
possible ! In  the house ! The night 
b e fore  la s t ! W hy, we were all in 
bed long  be fore  m id-n igh t.”

“ I am n ot aw are that I said any
thing about m idn igh t,”  D avid  re
sponded co ld ly . “ I f  vou know all 
about it, I pray you  to  give me 
certain  in form ation  . ^  v ital im
portance  to me ; if  not, I  shall be 
com pelled  to  keep my extraord in ary  
story  to  m yself, fo r  otherw ise you 
w ould never believe it. D o you  or 
d o  you  not know o f my visit here 1”  

The. g irl bent h er head till Steel 
could  see nothing but the glorious 
am ber o f her hair. - 

“ I can  tell you n oth in g ,,”  she 
said. “ N othing, nothing, nothing. 
A re you  sure y .,a  were in this 
h ou se?”

“ C e rta in !”  D avid  exclaim ed. 
“ The walls, the pictures, the fu r
n iture— all the same. I could  
swear to  the p lace anyw here, Miss 
G ates, if I  can not prove that I was 
here at the tim e I  name, it is like
ly to go very hard with m e .”

“ You mean that a certain  incon 
venience— ”

“ In con ven ien ce ! D o you call a 
charge o f  m urder, o r  m anslaugh
ter at best, inconvenient ? Have 
you  n ot seen the local papers? 
D o n 't  you  know that two nights 
ago, during my absence from  hom e, 
a strange man was practically  done 
to  death in my con servatory? And 
during  the tim e of the ou trage, as 
sure as H eaven is above us, I  was 
in th is ro om .”

" I  am sorry, but I am sure that 
you  were n o t .”

“ Ah, you  are going to d isappoint 
me ? And yet you know som ething. 
No prisoner detected  in  some 
shameful crim e ever looked  m ore 
guilty than y o u .”

Tho g irl stood there, saying no
thing.

“ 1 can give you  no in form ation ,”  
she said, presently. “ But I am 
as positive one way as you  are 
another that you  have never been 
in this house before . I may sur
mise things, but as I hope to be 
judged  fa irly  I  can give you  no in 
form ation . I  am only a p o o i, un
happy g irl, who is do in g  wi at she 
deems to  be the best for  all parties 
concern ed . And I can tell you no
thing, nothing. Oh, w on ’ t y cu  be
lieve that I w ould do anything to 
serve you  if I  w ere only free ? ”  

“ W hen I  was in this roo two 
nights ago,Y  D avid protested, “ I 
saw— ’ ’

“ D id you see n:e, for instance? 
I f  not, y ou  co u ld n ’ t  ha^s been 
h e re .”

A  sm all, m isshapen figure, with 
the face of a B yron  cam e in from 
behind the fold ing d oors a t the 
back of the d in in g-room  carrying 
some letters in his hand. The 
stranger’ s dark , p iercing eyes were 
fixed inquiringly  upon Steel.

“ B e ll,”  the la tter c r ie d ; “ Hath 
erlv  P e ll ! you  have ben lis te n in g !”
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The little  man adm itted t l i ; fact, 
coo lly . H e had been w riting le t
ters in tho back room  and es.'am; 
had been im possible for  him.

“ Funny enough, I  was g c ’ ng to 
look you  up to -d a y ,”  he said “ Y ou 
did  me a grea t service once, and 
I am longing  to repay you . I came 
dow n h ere to give my friend Gatos: 
the benefit o f  my advice  ar.d as
sistance o v er  a large ph ilanthropic 
scheme he has just evolved . And. 
w riting letters yon d er on Vnut. sub
ject, I  heard your extraord in ary  
conversation . Can I help you , 
Steel 1”

“ My dea r  fe llo w ,”  D avid cried , 
“ if  you  offered  me every in tellect 
in E urope I  should not choose one 
of them  so g lad ly  as y o u rs .”  

“ Then let us shake hands o p  the 
bargain . And now I am going to 
stagger you ; I  heard you state posi 
tively that tw o nights ago you  were 
in this very ro om .”

“ I  am prepared  to  testify tlie fact 
on oath anyw here, my dear B e ll .”  

“ V ery  w e ll; w ill you  be g jo d  
enough  to  state the h o u r? ”

“ C ertainly. I was here from  one 
o ’ clock— say between one and t w o . ”  

“ A nd I  was hers also. From  
eleven  o ’c lock  till tw o  I  was in thi» 
very room  w orking out som e ealeu 
lations at this very table by the aid 
of my reading-lam p. Therefore 
you cou ld  n ot possi'o’y have been in 
the house, to  sa j nothing - f  th is  
ro o m .”

D avid  nodded reebiy There was 
no com bating  B e ll’ s statem ent.

“ I presum e that this is N o. 219 ?”  
he asked.

“ C ertainly it i s / ’ M iss G ates re
plied. “ We are all agreed about 
th at.”

“ Because I  read the num ber over 
the fan lig h t,”  Steel went on. “ And 
I cam e here by arrangem ent. And 
there was everyth ing as I see it 
now. B ell, you  must either cure 
me o f this delusion , o r  you  must 
prove log ica lly  to  me that I have 
made a mistake. So fa r  as 1 am 
concern ed , I  am like a child strug
gling with the a lpn a bet.”

“ W e ’ ll start n ow ,”  said Bell. 
“ Com e a lo n g .”

Steel rose none too  w illingly. H e 
w'ould fain have lingered with Ruth. 
She held ou t her h a n d ; there was 
a warm , glad smile on her face.

“ M ay you  be su ccessfu l,”  she 
w hispered. “ Come and see me 
again, beta use I shall be very very 
anxious to  know. And I  am not 
w ithout gu ilt . . .  If you only 
k n e w !”

“ And I  may com e ag a in ?”  David 
said, eagerly.
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i A further smile and a.w arm  pres- 
sure of the hand w ere the on ly re
ply. Presently  Steel was .standing 

j outside in the road wTibh B ell. The 
‘ la tter  was g lancing at the houses 
bn eithc r side o f  219. The higher 
house was le t ;  the one ttoa,rest the 

's e a —218— was empuy. A bftl in the 
\ window gave the in form ation  that 
1 the property  was in the hands of 
! M essrs. W allace  and B row n, Sta- 
| tion  Q uadrant, where keys cou ld  
be obtained.

! “ W e ’ ll make a start stra ight
aw ay,”  said Bell. “ Com e along. We 
will interview  M essrs. W allace  and 
B row n. A t the present m om ent I 
am a gentlem an who is in search o f 

, a  house i f  residence, and I  have a 
1 weakness for  Brunswick Square in 

particu lar, especia lly  for  N o. 218. 
Unless I am greatly  m istaken 1 am 
going to show you  som ething that 
w ill startle  evten the m ost ca llou s 

i no^ r l is t .”
 * -------------

! WHEAT OYER THE GRAND 
T H I NK PACIFIC.

Th© new route for w heat from  thfl 
. p ta irie  P rovinces to the lakes was 
opened  on Friday last, when SO 
cars w ere put through W innipeg 
over the G rand Trunk Pacific. At 
the same tim e G overnm ent E n gin 
eer M errick at F ort W illiam  notified 
the Lake Sh ippers’ A ssociation  
that boats can now dock and load 

! from  the G rand Trunk P acific ’ s new ' 
elevator at F ort W illiam . The tak
ing o f this traffic over the N ational 

I Transcontinental line from  W inni- 
i peg to  Superior Junction , thence 

via the Superior branch to the 
I lakes, is an im portant step, and 
i opens up a new all G rand Trunk 
ou tlet for western w’heat. Last year 
the G rand Trunk Pacific delivered  
to its connections at W innipeg m ore 
than 8,000,000 bushels o f  wheat. All  ̂
this grain w ill now be handlod by 
the G rand Trunk Pacific and G rand 

i T rank, and it is expected  that,
I notw ithstanding the lighter y ield , 

this y e a r 's  ton n age over the new 
i route will exceed  the am ount hand

led last year. A s a  m atter o f  fact 
the dry season ju st passed d id  not 
affect the northern section o f tho 

; w'heat belt through which the 
G rand Trunk Pacific passes as se- 
verely as it did  the territory  far
ther south. In addition  to the 

_ wheat business th ere is a great 
d?a i of general m erchandise going 
into the new settlem ents and new 
t-jw-ns along the line o f  the G rand 
Trunk Pacific, and it is  expected  
that, with the opening o f navigation  
next- year the e ffect of the increased 
tonnage will be le lt not only by 
the G rand Trunk Pacific, but by 
the G rand Trunk Railw ay System 
a-s well. In  a  com m ercial sense, 
the opening o f this new freight 
route is im f ortant to all Canada.
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