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C H A P T E R  I.

D avid  Steel d rop ped  his eyes from  
th e  m irror and shuddered as a  man 
who sees his own soul bared for the 
first tim e. Steel had seen m urder 
in his eyes.

T hree years before  D avid  Steel 
had w orked in an attic  at a  bare  
d ea l ta b le , and his m other had £3  
p er week to  pay for  everyth ing.

N ow  he was th e  m ost popu lar no
velist in E ngland, liv ing in m ost 
lu xu riou s quarters. In  tw o years 
h e  w ould be  rich.

A n d  y et he was ruined. W ithin  
tw en ty -fou r  hours everyth ing  w ould 
pass ou t o f his hands. A ll for  the 
■want o f  £ l , 0 0 0 ! Steel had earn 
ed  tw ice that am oun t during the 
p a st tw elve m onths. W ithin  the 
n e x t tw elve  m onths he cou ld  pay 
the d eb t three tim es over. v

A n d  all th is because he had b e 
com e surety fo r  an abscond ing  b ro 
ther. Steel had put his pride in 
his pock et and in terview ed his cre 
d itor , a little , po lite , m ild-eyed fin
an cier, who m eant to  have his 
m oney to  the utterm ost farth ing. A t 
first he had been suave and sym pa
th etic, until he had d iscovered that 
S teel had debts elsew here, and 
then------

W ell, heJ had signed judgm ent, 
an d  to -m orrow  he cou ld  levy e x e cu 
tion . W ithin a few  hours the b o t
tom  w ould fa ll ou t o f the universe 
eo  far as Steel was cornerned . 
W ithin  a few  hours every butcher 
an d  baker and candlestick -m aker 
w ould  com e abusively fo r  his bill.

Steel had n ot to ld  anybody y e t ; 
the strong  man had grappled  with 
his tro u b le  alone. H ad he been a 
m an of business he m ight have 
fou nd  some way out o f the difficulty. 
E ven his m other d id n ’ t know . She 
was asleep upstairs, perhaps dream 
ing  of her son ’ s greatness.

D avid  lighted a cigarette  and 
p a ced  restlessly round the d in in g 
room , then sat dow n to  think. The 
c lo ck  had ju st struck tw elve when 
the telephon e bell rang. Jeffries o f 
th e  W eekly  M essenger, o f  course. 
Jeffries was fond o f a  late chat on 
the telephone. Steel w ondered 
grim ly, if Jeffries w ould  lend him 
£ l , 000. H e flung him self dow n in 
a  deep  lou nge-cha ir and p laced  the 
receiver to  his ear. By the deep, 
hoarse clan g  o f the w ires, a  lon g 
d is ta n ce  m essage, assuredly.

“ From  L on d on , ev idently . H a l
loa , L ondon  !’■ % §

“ Is th at y ou , M r. Steel ? A re 
y ou  quite a lon e  ? Y ou  are not busy 
to -n igh t V’

“ I ’ m n ot very busy to -n ig h t,”  
S tee l rep lied . “ W ho is speaking 
to  m e  V’

“ That for  the p r e s e n ts  e need not 
g o  in to ,”  said the voice. “ Y ou are 
qu ite  alone !-”

“ I  am  qu ite  aloiie. In deed , I 
am  the on ly  on e  up in the h ou se .”  

“ G ood . So„ you r m other is 
asleep 1 H ave you  to ld  her w hat is 
likely  to  happen to  you before  many 
hours have elapsed ?”

“ I have told  nobody as y e t ,”  
St<?el said. -!AVho are y o u ? ”

“ T h at ill good tim e. But I  did 
n ot think you  were a. cow a rd .”

“ N o man has ever to ld  me so— 
face  to  fa oe .”  .

“ G ood  again. I  recognize the 
fighting ring ia  y ou r  voice . N ow , 
som ebody who is very dear to  me 
is  at present in B righton, n ot very 
fa r  from  you r own house. She is 
in  d ire  need of assistance. You 
a lso  a re  in d ire  need of assistance. 
V /c  can be of mutual advantage to 
one a n oth er .”

“ W hat d o  you  mean by th a t? ”  
S teel whi*p*j.ed.

" L e t  m e put :h« m atter on. a  bu
siness foo tiog . t w *u t you  to  help 
m y fr.'end. and in return I  will help 
y ou . I f  you  \rill prem ise me to  go 
to  a certain  ad d les*  in B righton t o 
n ight and see r»«y friend , 1 prom ise 
that before  you  sleep the sum of 
£ 1,000 in Bank o f E ngland notes 
shall be in  you r  possession.

“ I  am asking you  to  do no 
w rong. You may naturally desire 
t o  know why m y friend does not 
com e to  you. T h at m ust rem ain my 
secret, our secrct. We. are trust
ing you  because we know  you to  be 
a  gentlem an, but vse have enemies 
who are e>cr on a vateh . A ll you

have to  d o  is to  go to  a certain  
place and give a  certa in  wom an in 
form ation . A re  you a g reeab le?”  

The voice was alm ost p leading. 
‘ ’ Y ou  have taken m e a t a d isad

van tage ,”  Steel said. “ A nd you
know  ’ ’

“ E veryth ing. I  am try ing  to  save 
you  from  ruin. Y ou  know  that 
Beckstein, your cred itor , is a b so 
lu tely  m erciless. H e  w ill get his 
m oney back and m ore besides. On 
the other hand, you  have bu t to  say 
the w ord and you  are  saved. Y ou  
can go and see th e  B righton  rep- 
fesentatives o f  Beckstein  s law yers, 
and pay them in paper o f the 
Bank o f E n glan d .”

“ i f  I was assured of your bona- 
fides,”  Steel m urm ured.

“ I  have anticipated that ques
tion . W hat tim e have y o u ? ”

Steel responded th at it  was five- 
and-tw enty m inutes past tw elve.

“ Y ou  can hang up your receiver 
for  five m inutes,”  the v o ice  said. 
“ P recisely  at half-past tw etve you  
go and look  on your fron t doorstep . 
Then com e back and tell m e what 
you  have found. Y ou  need n ot fear 
that I shall go aw ay.”

S teel hung up the receiver and 
w aited five m inutes, then w ent t-o 
the fron t door  step. Som e black 
o b je ct  with shining poin ts Jay on  
the white m arble breadth  of the top  
step. A gun-m etal c iga r-case  set in 
tiny diam onds.

The novelist fastened th e  fron t 
d o o r  and staggered to  the study. 
A  pretty , artistic th ing such as 
D avid  had fu lly  intended to  p u r
chase for  him self. H e had seen one 
exactly  like it  in a jew e lle r ’ s w in
dow in N orth  Street. H e had poin t
ed it  o u t  t o  his m other. W ny, it 
was the very one ! D avid  had had 
the case in his hands and had re 
luctantly declin ed  the purchase.

H e pressed the spring, and the 
case lay open before  him. Inside 
w ere tw enty-five Bank o f E ngland 
notes for £10 each— £250!

D avid  took  dow n the telephone 
receiver.

“ A re you  th e re ? ”  he asked. “ I 
— I  have found your p a rce l.” * 

“ C ontain ing the notes. I t  is the 
same cigar-case you adm ired so 
much in L ock a rt ’ s the o th er day. 
W ell, we have given you  an in 
stance o f  our sincerity . B ut £250 
is o f no use to  you . Beckstein  
w ould n ot accept it on accoun t—-he 
can make far m ore m oney by ‘ sel
ling you u p .’ It is in  you r hands 
to  p rocu re  the o th er £750 before  
you sleep. N<5V, are you going  to 
p la ce  you rse lf en tirely  in my 
hands?”

“ I w ill d o  exactly  w hat you  tell 
m e ,”  Steel said.

“ Spoken like a m an ,”  the voice 
cried . “ Com e, tim e is getting 
short, and I have m y risks as well 
as others. G o at once to  Old Steine. 
Stand on  the path close under the 
shadow  o f the statue o f G eorge IV . 
and w ait there. Som ebody will say 
‘ C om e,’ and you  will follow '. G ood 
n igh t.”

Steel w ould have said m ore, but 
the tink le  of his ow n bell to ld  him 
that the stranger had rung off. H e 
laid his cigar-case on the w riting- 
table , slipped his cigarette -case  in 
to  his pocket, satisfied him self that 
he had his latchkey, and put on a  
dark  overcoat. H e closed the front 
d oor  carefu lly  behind him and 
strode resolu tely  in to the darkness.

t.ulcVSv i£i>v» r t r . s  vo id s, heals
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C H A P T E R  II .

D avid  w alked sw iftly along, his 
m ind in a  p erfect w hirl. Save for 
an occasional policem an  the streets 
were deserted and n obody  saw him 
as he hurried  on and took  a posi
tion  in the shadow o f  the statute. 
F rom  the dark foggy  th roa t of St. 
Jam es' S treet cam e the tink le  o f a 
cycle bell.>  Then the cycle loom ed 
in s ig h t ; the rider, muffled and 
hum ped over the fron t w heel, m ight 
have been a  man or a w om an. As 
the cyclist flashed by som ething 
white and gleam ing dropped  into 
the road, and th e  single w ord 
“ C om e”  was spoken.

I t  was on ly a  plain white card 
that lay in the road. A  few  lines 
were type-w ritten  on the back  o f 
it : ♦

“ G o a long  the sea fron t and turn 
in to  Brunsw ick Square. WTalk 
along the right side of the square 
until you reach N o. 219. Y ou  will 
?esi.il the num ber over the fanlight. 
Open the d o o r  and it w ill y ie ld  to

y o u ; there is no occasion to knock. 
The first door inside the hall leads 
to the % dining-room. Walk into 
there and wait. Drop this card down 
the gutter just opposite you,”

David read the direction s once or 
tw ice carefully. He made a  mental 
not of 219. After th a t he dropped 
the card down the drain-irap near
est a t hand. A little way ahead, of 
him he heard the cycle hell trilling  
as if in approval of his action, and 
as he hurried np North Street, 
along Western Road, and 
;down Preston Street, he cou ld  hear 
the tinkle of the cycle hefl-. P/iii not 
on ce did he catch sight o f the sha
dow y rider. His heart was beating 
a little  faster as he turned into 
Brunsw ick Square.

H e finally stopped before one of 
the big houses where electric lights 
were gleaming from the hall and 
dining-room windows. The rest of 
the house lay in utter darkness.

There was nothing abnorm al 
about the house, noth ing that 
struck the ad ven tu rer ’ s eye beyond 
the ex traord in ary  vividness of the 
crim son blind. The two side-win- 
dows o f the big bay were evidently  
shuttered, bu t the large centre 
gleam ed like a  flood o f  scarlet ov er
laid with silken sheen.

H e w alked up th e  m arble steps. 
The d o o r  open ed  noiselessly and 
Steel closed it  behind him. A  
M oorish  lantern cast a brillian t 
flood o f light upon a crim son car
pet, a chair and an empty oak um- 
brella -stand. Beyond this there 
were no atom  of furn iture in the 
hall. I t  was im possible to  see be 
yond the d in ing-room  door, for  a 
heavy red velvet curtain  was draw n 
across.

H e passed into the d in in g-room  
and looked eagerly  about him. The 
room  was handsom ely furnished, if 
a little  convention al— a big m ahog
any table  in the centre, rows of m a
hogany chairs upholstered in  m o
rocco , fine m odern  prin ts, m ost of 
them artist’ s p roofs , on the walls. 
A A  big  m arble c lock , flanked by a 
pair o f  vases, stood  on the m antel
shelf. T here w ere a large num ber 
of b lue vases on  the sideboard.

T he room  was m ost brilliantly* 
lighted both  from  overhead and 
from  the walls. On the shining d e 
sert o f the d in in g-tab le  lay a  sm all, 
flat parcel addressed to  D avid Steel, 
Esq. The n ovelist tore  off the co v 
er and disclosed a heap o f crack ling  
white papers bene&th. R apid ly  he 
fluttered the crisp  sheets over — 
seventy-five Bank o f E ngland notes 
of £1 0  each . I t  was th e  balance 
o f the m oney.

Click, click , click. Three e lectric  
switches w ere snapped off alm ost 
sim ultaneously outside, and the din
in g-room  was p lunged into p itch y  
darkness. Steel instantly caught up 
a  chair. H e was no cow a rd , but 
he was a  novelist with a n ove list ’ s 
im agination. A s he stood there the 
sweetest, m ost rtiuiskal laugh in the 
w orld broke on  his ear. H e 
caught the^ swish of silken drapery  
and the subtle scent that suggest
ed the fragrance of a w om an ’ s hair.

“ P ray  be seated, M r. S tee l,”  the 
silvery voice said, “ B elieve me, had 
there been any other way, I  would 
not have given you all this trou ble .

“ I make no fu rther ap ology  for  
d raggin g  you here at this tim e. W e 
knew th at you  w ere in  the h abit o f  
sitting up alone late at night, hence 
the telephone m essage, Y ou  will 
perhaps w onder how we cam e to  
know so much of your private a f
fairs. Y ou  see, w e were n ot quite 
certain  that you  w ould com e to  our 
assistance unless we cou ld  find 
som e m eans o f  coercin g  you . Then 
we go to  one of the sm artest in 
quiry agents in th e  w orld  and s a y : 
‘Tell us a ll abou t M r. D avid Steel 
w ithout d e la y .’ In  less than a 
week we know  a ll ab ou t Beckstein.

“ A  fortn igh t ago last M onday 
you  posted  to  M r. Y anstone, ed i
to r  o f  the P iccad illy  M agazine, the 
synopsis of the first fou r or five 
chapters of a proposed  serial for  
the jou rn a l in question . You open 
that story with a young and beau
tifu l woman who is  in deadly  p er 
il. Is n ot that so ?”

“ Y e s ,”  Steel said, fa intly . “ B ut 
how— ”

“ N ever mind that, because I  am 
not going  to  tell you. T hat woman 
is in a frightfu l fix. There is n o
thing strained ab ou t you r heroin e ’ s 
situation, because I -h a v e  heard o f 
peop le  being in a sim ilar plight 
before . M r. Steel, I  w'ant you to  
te ll me truth fu lly  and candidly , can 
you see the wray  clear to save your 
h ero in e?”

T he question  cam e eagerly , a l
m ost im ploringly . D avid could  hear 
the quick gasps o f his questioner, 
cou ld  catch the rustle of the silken 
corsage as she breathed.

“ Y e s ,”  he said, •“ !  can see a 
brillian t way. B ut y o u — ”

“ Thank H eav§n  1 , M r. Steel, I 
am placed  in exactly  the same, posi
tion  as the wom an whose story  you 
a rc  going t o  write. F or  the love of 
H eaven hold ou t you r ,h an d  to  save 
a lonely and desperate woman 
whose on ly crim e is that Ehe ia

1TEABY
WWTt,LIGHT

. i a high grade lamp, sold at a low price.
There lamps that ooet more, but there is no better lamp made at auy 
price. Constructed of solid brass; nickel plated—easilv kept clean ■ a* 
ornament to any room in any house. There is nothin* known to the’ art 
of ljaip-makln* that can add to the value of the RAYO Lamp ai a licht- 
giring derice. Every dealer everywhere. I f not at vours, writ* for de
scriptive circular to the noUrest agency af

Tbe Queen City Oil Company, UmYted, Toronto.

rich aad beautiful. I have helped 
yaw-—help me in re tu rn .”

I t  wae som e tim e b e fore  Steel 
spoke.

“ I t  shall be  as you  w ish ,”  he 
said. “ I  w ill te ll you  how I p ro 
pose to  save m y heroine. H er 
sufferings are fic t io n ; yours w ill be 
real. B u t if  you are to  be  saved 
by the same means. H eaven  help 
you to  bear the trou bles that are 
in fron t o f you. B efore G od, it 
w ould be m ere m ercifu l fo r  me to  
be silent and let you  g o  you r own 
w ay.”

C H A P T E R  III .

D avid  was silent for  some little  
time.

“ W e ll? ”  the sw eet v o ice  in the 
darkness said, im patiently.

“ B elieve me, I  w ill g ive you all 
the assistance possib le. I f  you  
w ould on ly  turn  up the light— ”

“ Oh, I  d a re  not. Som e day, p er 
haps— ”

The speaker stopped, with 
som ething like a sob in her throat.

“ W e are wrasting precious t im e ,”  
she went on, m ore calm ly. “ I  had 
better te ll you  my history. In 
your story a  wom an com m its a 
cr im e ; she is guilty o f a serious 
breach of tru st tp save the life  of 
a  man she loves. By do in g  so she 
p laces th e  fu tur* and the happiness 
of many peop le  in the hands o f an 
abandoned  scoundrel. I f  she only 
m anage to  regain  the th ing she 
parted  from , the situation is saved.

In my situation, I  hastened e v 
erything and risked the happiness 
o f many peop le  fo r  the sake o f a 
little  child.

“ I f  you  publish th at story  you go 
far on  the way t o  ruin me.

“ D aily you r books a re  m ore 
w idely read. M y enem y is a great 
novel reader. Y ou  publish  that 
story, and w hat results ? Y ou  not 
only te ll th at enem y my story , but 
you  show  him my w ay ou t of the 
difficulty, and ?how him how he can 
checkm ate my every  m ove. P er
haps, a --er  I  have escaped from  the 
net— ’ ’

“ Y ou  a re  r igh t,”  Steel said 
prom ptly. “ The story shall n o t be 
published. A n d now  you w ant me 
to  show you  a  rational and log ical, 
a  human way out.

“ M y heroine parts with a d o cu 
m ent which th e  villain  know s to  be 
a forgery. M oney can n ot buy it 
back because the villa in  can makte 
as much m oney as he likes by re
tain ing it. H e does as he likes 
with the fam ily p r o p e r ty ; he keeps 
my h eroin e ’ s husband ou t o f  E n g 
land by danglin g  t b j  forgery  and 
its consequences over his head. 
W hat is t o  be done"? ..How is the 
ruffian to  be bu llied  in to a  false 
sense o f security by the one man 
who desires to  throw  du st in his 
eyes?”

(T o be continu ed .)

P O T A S H  U SE S U P L IM E.

W hen potash  salts are applied  to 
a  soil the potash enters into com 
bination  with the soil lim e, and is 
converted  in to a  form  in w;hich it 
is availab le  for  the c rop , but it is 
a lso  a form  in which a  portion  of 
both  that potash and the lim e is 
apt to  be lost in the drains. H ence 
it has been said that potash uses 
up lim e, and lim e uses up potash.

It is for  this reason that farm ers 
who are in th e  habit o f applying 
potash salts in libera l quantities to  
their crops, such as regular g row 
ers of potatoes and marigolds 
should be carefu l every  fe w -y e a rs  
to  g ive a dressing o f lim e, other
wise ,the crop  may suffer from  a 
deficiency of this constituent.

In addition  to  being a  necessary 
p lant food , lime also exercises an 
im portant am eliorating influence 
on the physical condition  of the 
soil, breaks up stiff clay soil, and 
helps to  bind light open  soil. It  
neutralizes the action  o f acidity of 
soils, and helps the d isin tegration  
of orga n ic  substances. Lim e dis- 
c iously  em ployed, is one of the 
m ost useful friends o f the fan n er.

O n  t h e  F a r m
C A L F  FO OD  SU BS'FITU TES.

A  bulletin  issued by  the C ornell 
E xperim ent Station  givea th e  re
sults o f  tw o years ' experim en t with 
su bstitiffes for milk a ad skim milk 
in calf feeding. The rep ort states 
that during the test the oalves w ere 
first given whole milk, b u t after a 
cou p le  of days this was *eplaced by 
skim milk, with which they were 
also fed a m ixture o f  m aize, oats, 
bran, and oil m eal, o i  which they 
V,ere given as much aa they w ould 
clean  up, hay being  ava ilab le  a ll 
the time. A t the cad o f  th irty 
days the calves w ere  ab le  to  d o  / 
w ithout skim milk at all,, and this 
po in t is em phasized in tft© report 
as tiding the lesson taugh t by all 
the A m erican  research  into the 
subject. B ut while it  is perfectly  
possible to  do w ithout any skim 
milk i(fter the ca lf is a  m onth old, 
when the milk is availab le  it form s 
a leading portion  o f  tfie best and 
m ost econom ic food  for  rearing 
calves.

The ord inary  dairy  ca lf (o f the 
Shorthorn  type), it is assorted, fed 
on skim milk, hay, an d  grain, 
should, accord ing  to  the beiipt in- 
vestigationu y et m ade, mmwjIi a live 
w eight o f S30 lbs. at five m onths, 
and th e  gain should be  m ade a t 
the rate  o f from  4c to  Be a day. 
The nearest substitute to  th is food  
in p oin t of co^t per da ily  ga in , p ro 
duce a gain o2 1 1-4 lbs. par day at
a. cost o f 6c to  61-2c. This was 
dried  skim milk pow der, fed  as a , 
substitute for  skim milfe until thp 
ca lf was five m onths old- .B ow el 
trou bles are a sou rce o f much b o 
ther and loss in ca lf-rearin g , and 
in these experim ents they w ere en 
tirely prevented  by giyijxg a  ta b le 
spoon ful o f soluble b lood  m.eal with 
each feed. This, w© aCe told , is 
really b lood  frmm a kSaughter- 
house, dried  and ground to  a  pow 
der. Since this is com paratively  
inexpensive, it is believed that a 
w ider use of it m ight be profitable.

F A C IN G  CO W S IN  O R  OUT.

The p ro  and con  o f th is question  
will last fo r  a  lon g  tim e. But 
H o a rd ’ s D airym an thinfes. th a t in a 
clim ate where the cow ^ have to  be 
stabled and fed  200 d a y» in a  year, 
the param ount question  is, which 
is the m ost sanitary, ypbteh is the 
best fo r  th e  purposes o f  ventila
tion. On th is point) w e have no 
hesitation to  declare  o u r  p referen ce 
for  the facing ou t system. Under 
the' K ing system o f ventilation  
which is tho m ost p erfect the fresh 
air com es d irect  t o  the co w ’ s nos
trils and the m anure is m ost read 
ily rem oved d a ily , as it  ehould  be. 
Thc> barn or stable should be 36 
feet in width. This g iv«s the m ost 
econ om ic use o f lum ber and a r 
rangem ent o f  feed iag  j&lley, stall 
room  ami drivew ay betw een  the 
cows. I t  is w ell to  t»e governed  
in this particu lar by tbe  param ount 
question , ventilation  an d  ease  o f 
keeping the stable clean am i whole-

I t  is better to  
som e p eop le  than 
them.

m isunderstand 
to understand

One Type of Woman.
There is orr; type of woman whos» 

thought of self is almost berdic. SK* 
is the one who, seeing a long i; «>e of 
persons waiting at a window, goes up 
to the head of the line and edges h«f 
way in. I have sometimes asked such 
women if they would like the-tight o? 
suffrage, and they have said they, 
would not. so it does not always itr 
dieate a “ strong mind.”  But think 
how easily such a woman could vot<% 
even though the polls were crowded.^ 
She would seize a ballot, brush asi<V 
the mere men who were in her way 
and, marching into the booth, depo?£ 
her vote— as inevitable as the s i :*  
rise or sunset or any of the phenomeaj» 
of nature.

Shihhb Cure
quickly stops coughs, cures co ld s, h f  ’ ’ 
tho throat oad luatfs « •  •  3 5

\ G»jonnc need the east* ai Icroo.i c- 
Hr oimoMqs gnmttlatat sugar in wa t v  tod 
ad ding l«. a delicious lymp t» o»»ne a»4

H*pfeiee i» f cld bj 
I. bottle an*

a »rrwp better tfcaa su p 1*. Map! 
srocm . If nat send Wc for 2 < 
wfoabsak, Cr— c®., Seattle. W*


