
THE S. S. LESSON
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  L E S SO N , 

O C T. 2.

✓
L esson  I .  The W ise and F oolish  V ir­

gins, M att. 25. 1-13. G olden  
T ex t, Luke 12. 40.

V erse 1 . Then In d icatin g  tho
view point of the parable. Jesus 
has ju st finished speaking o f the 
com ing o f  the Son of man in ju d g ­
m ent. A t that tim e events w ill 
tak e  place as d escribed  in this p ic ­
ture and the one fo llow in g .

The kingdom  of heaven— C onsid ­
ered  both a-s a present and a future 
reality. T h o ten  virgins represent 
th ose  who a re  m em bers of the k in g­
dom  as we see it- in the visible 
church , and who are th erefore  can ­
didates for  m em bership in the 
kingdom  which is to  be. So, in 
som e sense, they are all friends of 
the bridegroom .

T ook  their lam ps— O riental w ed­
dings usually occu r after dark , and 
one of the principal features is the 
p rocession , when the friends go 
forth  to  m eet the bridegroom  and 
accom pany him to  the house of the 
b r id e ’ s parents. A ll the details are, 
o f  course, not capable  ot in terpre­
ta tion . The num ber ten , Standing 
for  com pleteness, is the en tire  num ­
ber of those who m ake up tlile e x ­
pectant church. A m ong th e 'J e w s , 
ten  constituted a congregation . The 
lamps stand for the outw ard p ro ­
fession o f church m em bers. To 
carry  a lamp is to  announce to the 
w orld a definite purpose to be cou n ­
ted  am ong the friends of Christ, 
who of course is the bridegroom . 
The bride is n ot m entioned, simply 
because the church here is d ep icted  
in the wise and w itless virgins.

2 . F ive . . . w ere foolish  —  N ot 
bad, but im provident and careless.

3. T ook  no oil with them — The 
oil sym bolizes all that is inw ard 
in tho life of the Christian. W ith ­
ou t that grace which is infused by 
the abiding Sp irit all the externals 
o f  religion, sucf> as ph ilanthropies 
and creedal confessions, are lack­
ing  in warmth and lig h t; indeedi 
are a cum brance to  those who bear 
these em pty lam ps and a cause of 
stum bling to  those who may look to  
them for  guidance. Jesus is not 
speaking o f hopeless h ypocrites ; the 
foolish  had a little  oil, th at is, a  
m odicum  o f tru e relig ion . B ut they 
hadn ’ t any to  spare for  an em er­
gency, and have been w ell com par­
ed to  those of the parable  o f  the 
soils who had no depth  o f  earth.

4. The wise took  oil in their ves­
sels— The lam ps are probably  to  be 
understood as torches, consisting of 
poles w rapped on  one end with oily  
rags. These, o f course, w ould burn 
on ly a lim ited time, and so w ould 
need to be replenished with oil 
from  tho little  earthen jar carried  
for  th at purpose. I f  the inner life 
is nourished by the Spirit, there 
w ill bo light fo r  each  day and for  
all that th e  future may require.

5. The bridegroom  ta rr ied —The 
cause fo r  this de la y  is n ot given. 
Tho one thing certa in  is that, 
though his com ing may not be at 
an hour exp ected , it is bound to 
occu r.

A ll slum bered— Both wise and 
foolish . It  was natural, and in the 
story  may be regarded  as “ a m er­
cifu l concession  to  human w eak­
ness. I t  is im possible for  creatures 
such as we are  to  keep our -relig- 
ious life  always at high pressu re .”  
O thers look  upon the figu re as 
m eaning the repose of faith , a  “ se­
rene confidence in G o d .”  Som e­
tim es all we can d o  is to  wait, and, 
if all is in readiness, it is well. 
But the slum ber o f  the foolish  is a  
false com placency.

6 . A t m idnight— The cry  breaks 
upon the drow sy senses o f the w ait­
ing virgins with startling sudden­
ness. Our L ord had ju st described  
his com ing as a lightning gleam , the 
sw oop  of eagles, and the surge of a 
flood (M att. 24. 27, 28, 37). The 
tim e for  preparation  has gone en­
tire ly  b y ;  now, a ll that is le ft ip 
to  go forth  to  m eet him.

7. A ll . . . arose-, and trim m ed 
their lam ps— Both wise and foolish 
at th e  last m om ent required to  do 
a little  tr im m in g.' W ho of us in tho 
end but w ill feel the need of, and 
be gra tefu l fo r  the chance o f , a 
hurried prayer ?

8 . Our lamps are going out— It is 
an artist’ s touch which m akes the 
going ou t of these lam ps coincident 
with the com ing of the Bridegroom .
A  form al religion  may lym -ly  d o  to 
get a man through  this life , but it 
leaves him in darkness when the 
summ ons sounds.

9. There w ill not be enqjigh for 
us and you — In that day no man 
w ill have m ore than enough for  
him self. And, even if he -.should, 
he w ould L’c  unable to  com m unicate 
it to  another. Each man m ust buy 
fo r  him self, / h e  personal experi-

STOMACH MISERY
BANISHED BY “ FRUIT-A-TW

M R. ALCIDE HEBERT
Stratford Centre, Wolfe Co., Que.

" I  have been completely cured of a 
frightful condition of my Stomach 
through the wonderful fruit medicine 
•Fruit-a-tives’ . I could not eat anything 
but what I suffered awful pain from 
Indigestion.

My head ached incessantly.
I was told to try ‘ Fruit-a-tives’ and 

sent for six boxes. Now I am entirely 
well, can eat any ordinary food and 
never have a Headache.”

ALCIDE HEBERT.
5 0 c. a box, 6  for $2 .5 0 , or trial box, 

2 5 c. At all dealers or from Fruit-a- 
tives Limited, Ottawa.

ence o f  C hrist’ s grace is on ly  for 
those who are w illing to  pay the 
price.

j 1 0 . W hile they w ent away to  buy 
—W hy is it th at men put off, till 
some grea t crisis forces them  to 
it, the th ing  that they can d o  so 
easily  a t  any m om ent ? i Here is
an  in terval betw een the w arning 
cry  and the actual com ing o f  the 
bridegroom , hut it is not long 
enough  to  tran sact the business for  
which there has been am ple tim e 
given before . These five w ere fo o l­
ish to  the last, for  they ou gh t to 
have considered  that the m erchants 
w ould be asleep at such an hourt 
and th at the bridegroom  w ould 
have com e and gone.

The d o o r  was shut—F or those 
that w ere ready this m eant secur­
ity and the delights of the m arri­
age feast. F or those who w ere not 
ready it m eant banishm ent and 
darkness.

1 1 . L ord  . . . open to  us—Their 
interest, then, is just in being ad­
m itted to  the feast. There are 
many peop le  who w ant to  get to  
heaven, but they m ake very  m ea­
ger preparation s for  it. The man 
who is genuinely, and not super­
ficially, a friend  o f the B ridegroom , 
w ill pay g lad ly  what it costs to  be 
ready to  m eet him, and not come 
clam oring at the gate  when it  is 
too  late.

1 2 . I know  you  not— W e are not 
to ld  w hether the foolish  virgins o b ­
tained their o il, or w hether the 
B ridegroom  relented and open ed  
the d oor  later. B ut th is solemn 
w ord seem s t® signify, that the be ­
lated attem pt to  fix up so as to look  
like his friends was unsuccessful. 
“ The m ere wish to  enter the k ing­
dom , and even the request to be 
allow ed to enter, is o f  little  avail 
when the prescribed  conditions of 
obtain ing adm ission have been p er ­
sistently n eg lected .”  H e is sure to 
see us as we are, and n ot as we 
try  to m ake ourselves appear, and 
to  recognize us as his own by our 
abiding his com ing.

13. W atch th erefore— Our L ord 
knew fu ll well that the church 
w ould not be vividly  awake upon 
his return, that “ expectan cy  w ould 
flag and ardor burn lo w .”  “ But 
w ell for  siuch as carry in  their 

souls a deep  spring  of faith  and 
love, and, when the cry is raised 
at m idnight, aw aken with glad 
surprise to  g reet h im .”

L A S H  F O R  A P A C H E S . 

Strong and G row ing Dem and for 
This in Paris.

H ow  to  p rotect P a n s , Jfrance, 
from  the grow ing A pache evil is 
the su bject occu pying  the minds of 
nearly all leading citizens.

Statistics o f  m urders and attem p­
ted m urders by the type of ind i­
vidual known as the “ A p a ch e”  
show that they have rapidly i n ­
creased of late. In  A ugust crim es 
of this kind com m itted with the re ­
volver were nearly seventeen per 
cent, m ore num erous than were 
those in July.

M. Lepine, the P re fect of P olice, 
says th at the law , as it exists 
would suffice for the suppression of 
this evil if it  w ere fu lly  en forced . 
H e blam es the leniency o f the 
Judges. L ight im prisonm ent and 
lighter fines are the usual punish­
ments for  many dreadfu l crim es.

Strong and grow ing opinion' d e ­
mands that w hipping fo r  the 
A pache type of crim inal be applied 
in French prisons as it is in E n g­
lish ones. M. Raynaud, a  deputy 
from  Charente, announces that he 
will take the in itiative in favor of 
the lash as a legal m eans of pun­
ishment.

IT IS A LAND OF ROMANCE
M AN Y ST R A N G E  T A L E S  OF T H E  

C A N A D IA N  W E ST . 

One M em ber o f P rospeetiug Party 
P red icted  H is Own Death 

by D row ning.

M any a  curious tale has been told 
by adventurous travelers when in 
pre-settlem ent days they p en etrat­
ed the vast solitudes of pra irie , 
forest or m ountain  valley , w rites 
W . J. B arclay, in Cham bers’ J o u r ­
nal. In the Sum m er of 1862 there 
was a grea t rush in the newly dis­
covered  gold  m ines of C ariboo. A  
party o f over a hundred gold-seek- 
ers from  O ntario and Q uebec made 
the jou rney  overland  via St. Pauli, 
F ort G arry , the pra iries , and 
across the R ockies by the Leather- 
head Pass. D escending  the Fraser 
on rafts and in canoes, they found 
their greatest trials in its tum ultu ­
ous w aters, m ore than one life b e ­
ing lo s t  in the rapids of the G rand 
Canon. The circum stances atten d ­
ing tho death o f ,a  T orontonian  
named C arpenter were singular. 
H is party  consisted  of three other 
men from  the same city— M essrs. 
F letcher, H andcock  and A lexander. 
W hen they arrived a t  the rapids 
they exp lored  the canon, it being 
agreed by lo t that F letch er and 
H andcock  should portage  the out­
fit while C arpenter and A lexander 
ran the rapids in the canoe. In 
m idstream , the can oe struck a rock 
and upset. A lexan der was a  strong 
swim mer, and m anaged to  reach the 
shore in safety, but C arpenter ap­
peared stunned, and

S A N K  IM M E D IA T E L Y .
W hile ex p lor in g  the canon his 
com panions had noticed  C arpenter 
m aking som e m em oranda in his 
n ote-book , which he replaced in an 
inner pocket of his coat and left on 
the bank before  entering the canoe. 
H is sorrow ing com panions found 
the entry  to b e :— “ A rrived  at 
G rand Canon, ran the canon, and 
was d row n ed .”

The phenom ena of N ature som e­
tim es took  a  tragical, som etim es a 
puzzling form . D uring a storm  on 
the prairies near the south branch 
o f the Saskatchewan a rain o f fire 
suddenly descended  upon a cam p of 
Cree Indians and burned everything 
around them . Thirty-tw o Crees 
perished in the flames. The ground 
was burned deeply  fo r  a  consider­
ab le  d istance, and on ly  one o r  two 
o f the party who stood near a deep 
slough w ere able to  save them ­
selves by jum ping into the water. 
I t  was not a  flash of lightning but 
a rain o f fire that lasted for  some 
mom ents.

T here once lay on the lonely  sum­
mit o f  a hill far out on  the prairie 
between the N orth  and South Sas­
katchewan^, a, huge block  o f m etal. 
I t  was a, m ed icine-stone of surpass­
ing virtue am ong tbe Indians over 
a  vast territory . N o band of Crees, 
B lackfeet o r  Sarcees w ould pass in 
the vicin ity  w ithout paying a visit 
to  this great m edicine stone to  lay 
their offerings upon it to  propitiate  
the m ysterious pow ers dw elling 
therein. Strange stories w ere told  
in the lodges concern in g  this stone. 
O ld men rem em bered having heard 
men say that they were only ab le  
to  lift  it, but yearly  it had grow n 
in w eight so that no single man
could  carry  it. I t  is little  wonder 
th at Indian superstition  was stir­
red by this stone. I t  was n o t o f  
this w orld  ; it had fallen  from  hea­
ven. I t  was, in fact,

A M E TE O R ITE .
In the year 1869 the m issionary of 
V ictoria , a small settlem ent north ­
east of E dm onton, caused the stone 
to  be brou gh t in to  the mission. 
W hen the Indians heard o f  the dese­
cration  they were loud  in ex p res­
sion o f  their regret, while the old 
m edicine men declared  its rem oval 
w ould be fo llow ed  by war, disease 
and the d isappearance of the bu f­
falo. I t  is curious as a  coincidence 
that in the fo llow in g  year the 
plague o f  sm allpox sw ept over the 
Saskatchew an country  with fearfu l 
v iolence, leaving whole camps of 
victim s to  rot unburied on  the 
plains. Tne plague was accom pani­
ed by the afflictions of tr iba l war, 
carried  on, in spite of th e  disease, 
with unparalleled  f j r o c i t y ; while a 
few short years sufficed for  the e x ­
term ination  o f the countless bu f­
falo, herds. The stone was a fter­
wards shipped to  T oron to , w here 
the curious can now see it* in the 
museum of V ictoria  U niversity . It 
is also of in terest to  note that Pron 
Creek, A lberta , derives its name 
from  this h istoric stone, for  it was 
near its banks that it reposed so 
long  as a  m anito o f the red man.

A  strange adventure befell Capt. 
D enny, of the N orth -W est M ounted 
P olice , in the Summ er of 1875. From  
the fo rt  on Old Man R iver he took  
a  trip  to the foot-h ills  of the m oun­
tains, ab ou t 40 miles distant, for the

purpose o f fishing and deer-h u n t­
ing. H e was accom panied  by an 
Indian guide. The hunt was suc­
cessful, both the captain  and his 
guide k illing a deer. H e  sent the 
Indians back to  the fo r t  with the 
horses loaded  with the venison 
while he inflated

A  R U B B E R  B O A T 
brought for  the purpose, in  which 
he purposed  returning to  the fort) 
fishing on  the way. D uring  tlie 
m orning he made good  headway 
dow n th e  river, on ly  once having 
trou b le  a t a rather nasty rapid , in 
the m iddle of which he stuck on a 
flat stone, and was upset in getting 
off. H e got a thorough  w etting b e ­
fore  he caught his boat ©gain. 
A bout noon the w eather began to  
look  threaten ing, heavy banks of 
clouds gathering in the north. The 
thunder storm s along the m ountains 
a re  usually of short duration , but 
very severe w hile they last. W hen 
the storm  brok e  the captain  sought 
shelter in a clum p of tim ber o n  the 
south bank, and during  a lu ll in 
its fury  he p la in ly  heard the drum s 
beating in  an Indian cam p, and 
the accom panying “ H i-ya”  m ingling 
with the sound. Leaving his boat 
draw n up 0 1 1  the shore and safely 
tied, he m ade his way tow ards the 
sound. The storm  cam e dow n 
w orse than ever, and the lightn ­
ing was blinding as he m ade his way 
through the tim ber. In an open  
g lade th e^ In d ia n  camp o f about 
2 0  lodges lay before  him p la in ly  
visible, 2 0  yards away, with a band 
o f horses grazing 0 1 1  the farther 
side, the gleam  o f fires shining 
through the open entrances of the 
lodges. This was surprising, as the 
Indians do not m ove about in the 
w et if they can help it, and their 
lodges are kept closed through  su­
perstitious fear o f the thunder. 
Capt. D enny stood fo r  a few  sec­
onds w atching the scene, consider­
ing which lodge to  m ake for . H e 
had made a step or tw o tow ards 
that nearest him, when he seem ed 
to be surrounded with

A  B L A ZE  OF L IG H T N IN G , 
and the crash of thunder stunned 
him and caused him to fall from  the 
shock. A  large tree  was struck not 
far o f f ; he cou ld  hear the rending 
o f w ood. I t  was several m inutes 
b e fore  he was able to  look  around. 
But, to  his unutterable  aston ish ­
m ent and terror, the camp had dis­
appeared. W here a large Indian 
camp had stood in fu ll view , the 
voices o f its inhabitants distinctly  
audib le, nothing rem ained in sight 
but an em pty glade surrounded by 
storm -tossed trees. L ittle  w onder 
that the captain , be fore  he cou ld  
gather his ‘ wits togeth er, turned 
and ran, dropping  his gun in  his 
course. W hen lack of breath  caus­
ed him to  sit dow n on the bank 
of the river, a quartet' o f a  mile 
aw ay, he determ ined  to  leave his 
boat and ,w alk to  the fo rt  rather 
than approach  the spot again. The 
fifteen miles made a  hard journey , 
but he arrived  about m idnight, 
d raggled  and w orn  out. The story 
told  to  his brother officers next 
m orning at the breakfast table 
caused only laughter and chaff as a 
freak of the im agination. But the 
captain was firmly convinced o f  the 
reality  o f  the experience. H e was 
determ ined to  p roceed  to  th e  spot 
again  and bring back his boat and 
gun. W ith an Indian  and Black- 
foo t in terpreter he returned that 
day, finding no difficulty in locating 
the place ; but it  was vacant, w ith ­
out sign o f any recent cam p. A  few 
rings of stones overgrow n  with 
grass show ed w here an o ld  camp 
had been m any years before . The 
Indian  related how the B lackfeet 
had surprised and slaughtered a 
cam p o f  Crees a t this spot, and 
tw o bleached skulls found am ong 
the grass w ere ev iden t p ro o f o f the 
story.

GREAT WAR MUST COMEj
S T R IF E  B E T W E E N  B R IT A IN  ( 

A N D  G E R M A N Y . 

The Germ ans Think It  U n avoidable  
— They Sfcek Sea P ow er—  

B ritain  L ike R om e.

P rofessor Em il Reich  w rites to  
the N ew Y ork  A m erican  in part 
follow s :—  j

B etw een G erm any and G re a t ' 
B ritain  there is an antagonism  that) 
can be gotten  over on ly  by m eans 
of arm ed conflict. There was the 
same antagonism  betw een ‘ A thens 
and S p a rta ; betw een R om e a n d . 
C a rth a g e ; betw een E ngland and ’ 
F rance in the M iddle A ges, and uy 
to  W aterloo , and betw een many * 
m inor set of nations.

IN E V IT A B L E .
It has noth ing to  d o  with person al 

likes o r  d is lik es ; with the saying 
o f the p r e ss ; with dynastic d iffe r ­
ences, or with “ racia l”  views. I t  
is in the nature o f things. I t  i»| 
like the conflict betw een  day andj 
n ight, or between youth  and o ld ! 
age. I t  can  be stayed off fo r  a. 
t im e ! it  can never be averted  al-.' 
together.

In G erm any every .single person 
has long since been sufficiently con-| 
viivced, and every ablebodied  m a n 1 
is a soldier. Together with his edu -l 
cation  as an efficient unit for  m ili-j 
tary purposes, he is taught a little  
h istory, and the great sprit o f an 
aggressive and grow ing  nation  ia . 
in fused into him.

M any peop le  im agine that S oci­
alism  in G erm any is a d isru ptive ; 
force , o r  one th at w ill im pede o r ' 
incapacitate  G erm any in any a t­
tem pt at m aking politica l m oves o f  
a  European  grandeur. N o grea ter 
illusion  can possibly be  indulged 
in.

SO C IA L IS M  IN  G E R M A N Y , 
as everyw here else on  the Contin-. > 
ent, ex ce p t F rance, is a purely, 
th eoretic force . I t  y ields to  the 
first onslaught of any one of the 
o ld  h istorical and real f-orces on  
the Continent.

L ike ancient Carthage, which 
cou ld  not expan d  in to the in terior  
o f uninhabitable A frica , G erm any, 
too , cannot hope to  possess m uch 
m ore terr itory  o n  the fu lly  o ccu ­
pied  C ontinent, and is fo rced  to  
spread by m aritine pow er. H ow ­
ever, C arthage met R om e, that is, a  
pow er w ell knit and strongly o r ­
ganized on land, and very capable 
on sea. The end was the dow nfa ll 
o f  C arthage.

H ad R om e possessed on ly  sea 
pow er C arthage m ight very  w ell 
have defea ted  her. B u t Rom e had 
land and sea pow er. G iven  her suf­
ficient constitution  and her tw o-fo ld  
pow er R om e w ould  not be w orsted  
in the long  run.

The Germ ans, if v ictorious ov er  
the British fleet, can  very w ell in ­
vade E ngland, and hold it fo r  som e 
time. The British , with the presen t 
organization  o f their army, cou ld  
never think o f  invading one tow n 
of G erm any.

S U R E L Y  A B IR D .
M rs. H oy le— C overed with jew els^ 

isn ’ t  she 1 
M rs. Dolcle—Y es, it is hard to  

tell, a t  first glance, w hether she, 
belongs to the m ineral or animaj, 
kingdom .

P E R V A S IV E  O D O R.
“ W hat is th e  m ost expensive  1 

perfum e you know  of ?”
A n d after a m om ent’ s thought"' 

M r. Chuggins rep lied , “ G aso lin e .1*'

is the turning-point to econom y * 
in wear and tear of wagons. Try 
a box. Every dealer everywhere.

T h e  Imperial Oil C o .,L t d .
OnUrl* Agents: Tbe Queen City on Co., Ltd
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