
I H E  S .  S .  L E S S O N

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  L E S S O N , 
SE P T . 4.

Lesson X . T w o P arab les o f  J u d g 
m ent, M att. 21. 33-46. G olden 

T ext, M att. 21. 43.

V erse 33. A nother p a rab le— F o l
low in g  his custom , M atthew  gives 
a grou p  o f three c losely  related 
parables, o f which this is the sec
on d , the others being the tw o  sons, 
and the m arriage feast. A ll drive 
hom e the lesson o f the fig tree, that 
th e  hollow  professions of the Jew 
ish  rulers m ust bring  upon them  
severe judgm ents. This is the on ly  

I one of the th ree which is fou nd  in 
1 all three of the Synoptics.

A  householder— M atthew  alone 
refers to  G od  in this w ay. I t  is a 
fa v or ite  w ord with him. The k in g 
dom  o f Israel is frequ ently  spoken 
o f in th e  O ld Testam ent as a v ine
yard. The hedge was a  fence o f any 
sort, and here m ay stand for  all 
th ose  “ indiv iduals, institu tions, 
the w hole national econ om y,”  by 
which G od  hedged in the life o f 
Israel, to p ro te ct and restrain it. 
I t  is unnecessary to  g ive a special 
m eaning to  the w inepress. In  the 
O riental vineyard, “ W here the soil 
was deep, a  press was digged in 
the earth . This, bu ilt round with 
m asonry and carefu lly  cem ented, 

'rece ived  the ju ice  expressed  in a  
1 w ooden  structure set on  the sur
fa ce .”  The tow er was a substanti

a l ly  bu ilt affair, com m anded a view 
I o f  the whole vineyard, and was ap
p a re n t ly  the abode o f  the keeper 
| th roughou t the summer and au- 
itum n.
I H usbandm en— U nder the m onar- 
[chy these were the kings and 
I p r ie sts ; a fter  its collapse, the 
j Bcribes and priests. They w ere ap 
i poin ted  to  oversee the interests of 
ithe kingdom .
I W en t in to  another country— In 
this way' Jesus indicates the cessa

t i o n  o f the old th eocra tic  form  o f 
i governm ent, in which Jehovah was 
ithe on ly  K ing.
| 34! The season o f  the fru its  drew
Inear— Again  and again  G od  looked 
!at seasonable tim es for  a Ea: r re 
turn  for  his investm ent am oag tho 

• Jewish people.
H e sent his servants— A lon g  line 

of prophets. The fruits they d e 
m anded w ere obed ien ce  to  the law 
o f  G od and the virtues o f a godW  
life .

35. B eat . . . k illed . . . stoned— 
H ostility  to  the prophets, am ong all 
classes, is w ritten  all over the his
to ry  o f  the Jew s. This antagonism  
changed in form  and in d egree , but 
there was no let-up , and it  increas
ed  rather than d e c e a s e d . A ccord 
in g  to  trad ition , Isaiah and J e re 
miah both  m et v io len t deaths.

I 36. Again— A fter the terrible  
w arning of the captiv ity  Jehovah 
sent still o th er servants, but these 
w ere treated  sham efully, as were 
the first. I t  is strange that the un
usual benefits which these m essen
gers o f G od brou gh t to  the nation 
should have been so lightly regard 
ed. But until the death  of M ala- 
chi, when the succession o f prophets 
ceased , and the nation  began to 
mourn for  m ore p f their type, each 
generation  fa iled  to  ap precia te  
w hat the H ou seh older was d o in g  
fo r  his v ineyard by sending these 
servants.

37. A fterw ard  he sent . . . his son 
— This was an in d irect reply  to  the 
rulers, as to  w here Jesus obtained 
his authority. I t  was the a u th or
ity  o f  One sent from  the Father, 
an  authority  grea ter than that of 
the servants by so much as the Son 
o f  G od is greater than all the p r o 
phets.

They w ill reverence my son — 
M eaning that this is the treatm ent 
o f  his son that the father ou gh t to  
exp ect, though im plying no ign or
ance on  G o d ’ s part of the hum ilia
tion  to  which his Son was to be sub
jected .

( 38. Tho husbandm en— Since the 
cons acted just as the fathers be 
fore  them , the keepers o f the vine- 

iyard are represented as the same 
throughout.

This is the heir— The rulers did 
not acknow ledge Jesus to  be the j 
true M essiah, but it was ■because, J 
in their greed and obtuseness, they 1 

had m isread prophecy  and so look 
ed  for  a K ing of d ifferent m old. 
So it is assumed in the parable  that 
Jesus is the Son. and known to  be 
such, and yet is de liberate ly  killed.

39. Cast him forth — Perhaps re 
ferring to  the fa ct that Christ was 
dragged forth  from  the city before  
being killed.

41. A ccord in g  to  this, Jesus drew  
forth  from  the rulers their ow n con 
fession of the righteousness o f their 
condem nation . M ark and Luke re
present Jesus as answ ering the
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question  him self, while the hearers 
p rotest, “ G od fo r b id .”  The words 
are a th reefo ld  p rophecy  o f  the 
doom  aw aiting Jerusalem , the call 
o f the G entiles, and the continued 
fru itfu lness o f  th e  Christian 
Church.

42. The stone— Suddenly chang
ing the figure from  the vineyard o f 
Isaiah to  th e  fam iliar stone which 
the bu ilders re jected  (Psa. 118. 2 2 ), 
Jesus shows th at the repudiation  o f 
the stone by th e  bu ilders is as un
availing as the k illing o f the heir 
by the husbandm en, in  both  cases 
the ob ject o f re jection  turns up 
again to  overw helm  the rejecters. 
“ The husbandm en destroyed them 
selves when they destroyed  the 
h e ir ; and the bu ilders heaped con 
tem pt upon them selves when they 
contem ptuously  set aside the stone. 
They lost the stone fo r  their own 
edifice, but it received  its d u e  hon 
or in a m ore noble  bu ild in g”  
(P lum m er.)

43. This is n ot parable , but bald 
fact. The nation which despises the 
m anifest favors o f  G od shall suffer 
the hum iliation o f having them  tak 
en away and g iven  to  a  peop le  who 
will ap precia te  them.

44. To the stone of the Psalm s is 
now added  the stone o f Isa. 8 . 14 
and that of D an. 2 , 34, 44. H e who 
stum bles at th e  fa ct of Christ may 
be broken  to  p ieces, but the pieces 
can be put togeth er again ; but, if 
tho final condem nation  o f Christ 
the Judge fall upon a  man and scat
ter  him as dust, th ere  can be no 
recovery.

45. It  is characteristic o f M atthew  
to  single out the Pharisees for  con 
dem nation .

46. T ook  him fo r  a p rophet— The 
crow ds had gone after him as they 
had after John the B aptist, because 
they thought at last, a fter  such a 
long in terval, the old  o rd er  of p ro 
phets had been restored.

SC O TCH  B A R O N E T  A  SA IN T .

Gives U p E states and L ab ors as 
M issionary M ouk U ntil B lind.
A lthough  B ritish  baronets have 

the reputation  o f  being w icked, 
probab ly  ow ing to  the fa c t that the 
villain o f  alm ost every  m elodram a 
is “ a bald, bad b a ro n e t,”  there 
are som e of them who are alm ost 
saints. To the la tter category  be 
longs Sir .D a v id  H unter B lair, a  
barefoot monk o f the O rder o f  St. 
Benedict, who, after spending a 
num ber of years laborin g  in the 
swamp d istricts o f the Am azon 
R iver to  convert the natives to 
C hristianity, has now returned 
home to  E urope perfectly  blind, in 
the faint hope that som e m iracle 
may be accom plished tow ard the re 
storing of his eyesight by the w orld  
fam ed occu list, P rofessor Pagen- 
stecher at W eisbaden.

The baronet graduated from  O x
ford  and m arried. U pon his w ife ’ s 
death he obtained special perm is
sion from  the P ope to  take orders 
and turned ov er  the fam ily ’ s A y r
shire estate to  his brother, a naval 
captain .

Sir D avid, who is the fifth ba r
onet- o f his line, has also done m is
sionary w ork in P atagonia. He is 
the only monk on record  who be
longs to  any clubs, having retain 
ed his m em bership in the C a ledon 
ian, in E dinburgh, and o f the C on
servative, in London.

“ I noticed in the store we visit
ed to-day  everybody  was crow ded  
around the perfum ery cou n ter .”  
“ T h at’ s n ot su rprisin g.”  “ W hy 
n ot ?”  “ O ughtn ’ t perfum er natur
ally be a  scenter o f  a ttra ction ?”

MODERN FOOD SUPPLIES

C H A N G E S  IN  O U R  IN D U S T R IA L  
CU STO M S.

D isappearance o f the M illstone—
B read-M aking Rem ains the 

Sam e.

The rem arkable changes o f  the 
la tter  half o f  the n ineteenth  cen 
tu ry  in the means o f com m unica
tion  and tran sp ort have enorm ously  
altered  com m ercial and industrial 
relations. Im provem ents in  jn a -  
chinery and vastly increased com 
petition  have also m ade a lasting 
im pression . The appearance of 
railw ays, th e  p ost office, te le 
phones, sounded the knell o f small 
and loca l enterprises and prepared  
the way fo r  g igantic com bined in 
dustries.

A  review  o f  these changes as they 
affect the preparation  o f  foods an d  
food-stuffs has recently  been made 
by P ro f. L in det of the N ational 
A gron om ic Institute o f France. 
R eference is chiefly to  F rench in 
dustries, but som e o f the poin ts, 
says the British M edical Jou rna l, 
are o f  general interest. In  the 
m anufacture of bread  the o ld  m ill
stone, which had done du ty  for 
centuries, has since 1884 rapidly 
been rep laced  by m ore efficacious 
and econom ical m achinery. This 
has caused the disappearance of the 
old  country  m ills and has insured 
the p roduction  o f

A  M U C H  F IN E R  F LO U R .
In  th e  actu al baking o f bread 

there has n ot been such a n ote 
w orthy change ; th e  necessity for  
the early  delivery  of fresh bread 
every m orning still enables the lo 
cal baker to  m aintain his p lace. 
A ttem pts at w ider organization  and 
co -operation  have on ly been  to  a 
certain  exten t successful, but g rea t
er progress in this d irection  may 
be expected  with the cheapening of 
m otor conveyance.

In the wine industry similar 
changes have been effected . K een 
com petition , bad years, the ravages 
o f  vine pests and the in troduction  
o f  many chem ical novelties have 
rendered the old fam ily vintages, 
fam ous for  centuries in many cases, 
unable to keep abreast of the tim es 
with the usual result th at they 
have been  bought up to  form  part 
o f larger concerns. W ith  large ca
pital these have been able to  meet 
successfully  various em ergencies 
and to  apply scientific m ethods to  
what has becom e a national indus
try.

D A IR Y  P R O D U C TS.
Of m ore  in terest to  us are the 

facts with regard  to  milk, butter 
and cheese. The grow th  o f towns 
has necessitated bringing the larger 
part o f their milk supply from  a 
considerable distance and has led 
to the great increase in m ilk traffic 
on railw ays. Tw o-th irds of the 
m ilk supply of P aris is' brought in 
by rail. This has called  fo r  e la b 
orate  m ethods o f keeping the milk
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fresh and pure. The establishm ent 
o f  large m ilk com panies has ten d 
ed largely  tow ard  th e  standardiz
ation  o f  the m ilk supply fo r  instead 
of receiving the m ilk from  one or 
tw o cow s th e  custom er obtains a 
uniform  m ixture from  thousands of 
cows, and he has the assurance that 
it w ill always be pretty  m uch o f 
the same strength and quality .

P rivate  butter m aking is giving 
place to  com m ercial en terprises on 
a  la rge  scale. B utter m aking has 
becom e such a fine art, involving 
so m any com plicated  processes, 
that the individual has been unable 
to  a fford  the la test im provem ents 
in m achinery. M uch the same ap 
plies to  the m aking of cheese, a l
though in both  cases certa in  c ir 
cum scribed loca lities and small 
dairies with a w ell established re
putation  are able to  m aintain their 
p lace on th e  m arket.

B U T T E R  SU B S T IT U T E S .
The m anufacturers of m argarine, 

and other substitutes fo r  butter, 
has had an im portant effect on the 
butter tra d e  and has led to  much 
legislation  with the ob ject o f  p re 
serving agricu ltural in terests. In 
F rance in  1908 the am ount of bu t
ter  substitutes m anufactured was 
m ore than one-fifth  o f  the am ount 
o f  bu tter. The p roduction  o f su
gar, unlike th at o f bu tter and 
cheese, has never been an indivi
dual business. I t  has always in 
volved costly  plants and a  large 
num ber o f hands. E ven here, 
how ever, the tendency fo r  business 
to  grow  and fo r  smaller^ ones to  
be m erged in them is very m arked. 
In 1870 there w ere in F ran ce 520 
sugar m anufactories, each prod u c
ing an average o f  770 tons. To-day 
there are on ly half that num ber, 
but their average production  is 
fou r tim es as great.

Such is the m ovem ent— gradual, 
it is true, but none the less cer 
tain— which is creep ing  into our in 

dustria l custom s, and which o w « i  
its in itiation  to  the dem and for  bet
ter and cheaper prod u ction . Its  
fu tu re developm ents w ill be in ter
esting to  w itness, and perhaps w» 
m ay live to  see th e  realization  o f  
R ob id a ’ s facetious schem e fo r  lay
ing in food  supplies by means o f  a  
tu be  from  a great centra l k itchen.

F A C T  A N D  F A N C Y .
O nly the vaccin ated  may v o te  ia  

N orw ay.
A  m oralist is a person  who is in  

earn est about other p eo p le ’ s m or
als.

A  m an ’ s character can be accur
ately told  by his handw riting, espe
c ia lly  when his love letters a re  read 
ou t in court.

A n  old  stork ’ s nest, bu ilt on the 
roo f of the cathedral o f  C olm ar, in 
N orthern  F ran ce, becam e d islodged  
during th e  w inter and threatened  
to  fall in to the street. I t  m easur
ed  five feet across and it was fou r  
feet high. I t  weighed 1,500 pounds 
and was such a  com pact mass that 
to  destroy  it picks had to  be used. 
In  the nest w ere found seventeen 
stockings, five fur caps, the sleeve 
o f a silk blouse, a large p iece  o f 
leather and fou r m etal buttons.

The rabb it, which overruns A u 
stralia , has a lm ost caused a  civil 
war. In the past certain  A u stra 
lians m ade colossal fortunes by e x 
portin g  m illions o f rabbits which 
they secured fo r  nothing. Eventu* 
ally, though, it  becam e necessary 
for  the governm ent to  find a bet
ter  m eans o f  exterm in ating  this d e 
structive creature, fo r  it th reaten 
ed to  ruin the country. A  law waa 
passed authorizing farm ers to  p o i
son the rabbits. Thus the rabb it- 
exp ortin g  com panies w ere put out 
o f business. They are now fight
ing for  a repeal o f  the poison ing  
law.
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