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FREEDOM AT LAST
H istory of a  M an W h o  Lived In 

M isery and Tortu re

C H A P T E R  V II .

I t  was a holy  and w onderfu l ev ­
en ing -tim e, as the boa t g lided  on 
th rou gh  the vast shining solitudes. 
T he heavenly influence stole into 
th e  souls o f the three serfs, and 
pi-rged  them  o f a ll fear and sorrow . 
Im agine the enorm ous change in 
th e i-  lives. A  curta in  seem ed to 
have fa llen  over all th at they had 
know n. The noise o f the h orrib le  
castle ,, th e  sharp ord ers , the lasfi o f 
th e  w hip, the foetid  terrors o f  the 
etok e , had all vanished as if they 
h ad  never been. B efore  them m ight 
lie  a  w onderfu l life , possible h app i­
ness, freedom . A t any rate, for  
the m om ent they w ere free , and the 
eky shone like the very pavem ents 
o f  heaven.

A ll th ree o f  them  n oticed  the 
bea u tifu l sunset with surprise, as 
i !  it were a  th ing th at had never 
t e e n  be fore  their eyes till now.

D ay by day , as th eir  w ork a t H il- 
gay  was draw in g  to  a close , the 
sky had been as beautifu l as this. 
T h e sky had been a ll gold  and red, 
and cop p er  green  and grea t purple 
c lo u d -  had passed over it  like a  
inarch  o f kings. B u t they had never 
seen  it  until now . F reedom  had 
co m e  to  them  and w hispered in 
tb e ir  ears. She had passed her 
hands over their eyes, and they b e ­
gan  to  know , with a  sort o f w onder, 
th a t the w orld  was beautifu l. N or 
w as this a ll o f  the gracious mes­
sa g e . Everyth ing w as altered. 
H y la , it  w ill be rem em bered, had
a. face  o f little  ou tw ard  in telligence. 
H e had , in fact, the face  o f  a  serf. 
B u t the la ten t possib ilities o f it  had 
b e e  ' m ade fine realities within the 
last few  hours. W h at he had don e, 
h is own independent action , woke 
up the G od  in him , as it w ere. H is 
v o ice  was n ot so slipshod. R ound 
his m outh were tw o fine lines o f  de­
cis ion , his lips d id  n ot seem so fu ll, 
Li* eyes w ere a lert and conscious.

G urth  was a sunny-haired, ru t- 
brow n  youth , stra ight as a  w illow  
w and, and o f  a careless, happy d is ­
position . B ut he had been  cow ed 
b y  the. stern and cru el subjection  
u nder which he had lived . One 
co u ld  see the change in him also. 
H e flung his arm s ab ou t as he 
pu n ted , with th e  gracefu l m ove- 
n .tn ts  o f  a  free  man who fe lt  his 
lim bs his ow n. L ittle  sm iles r ip ­
p led  round his lips, he look ed  like 
a youn g  m an thinking of a  g irl.

I d is obviou sly  m ost difficult for  
us to  p ro ject ou rselves with any 
certa in ty  into the m ood o f these 
th ree  men. The w hole conditions o f 
c u r  lives are so absolu te ly  differ­
en t. But we can  at any rate im ag­
ine fo r  ourselves, with som e kind­
ness o f spirit, how joyou s these 
trem ulous beginnings o f  freedom  
rr.ust have been ! The m odern ta lk  
-of “ fr e e d o m ,"  the boasting o f  na­
tion s that en joy  it , d oes  n ot mean 
\ery much to  ,us The th ing is a 
p a rt o f ou r  lives, we d o  n ot know 
how  much it is. B ut who shall es­
tim ate the m ysterious sp lendor that 
irrad ia ted  the hearts o f  those three 
p oor  o u tca s ts !

The long  supple poles w ent swish­
ing, in to  the w ater and( the boat 
le a p t forw ard . They rose trailing 
ou t o f the w ater, and the drop s fell 
from  them in cascades o f  jew els, 
g reen , crim son , and pearl. Every 
now  and again  the turnings o f  the 
passage brou gh t them  to  a stretch 
o f  w ater which went du e  west./ 
Then they glided  up a sheet o f  pure 
v iv id  crim son, and at the end the 
f.ery  h a lf-g lobe  o f the sun.

Ju st as the sun was d ipping  away 
they  rested again fo r  half-an-hour, 
an d  when they went on it  was dark. 
A t  last, when the night was all vel­
vet black and fu ll o f m ysterious 
voices, they turned a corn er, and 
sudden ly  the punt poles cou ld  find 
no bottom , though they went on 
with the im petus of the last stroke.

A greater silence suddenly en vel­
o p e d  them , they saw no reeds 
roun d  them , the h orizon  seem ed in ­
defin ite.

“ This is W ilfrith  L ak e ,”  s iid  
C erd ic , “ and we a re  near h om e.”

N ow  an unforseen difficulty ■ p re­
sen ted  itself. The lake was far too  
'deep  to  piiftt-iny'-srrd- they“’had no 
oars. F or  the next hour their p ro ­
gress w ould be slow. Cerdic came 
t o  the resc ’ ie. W ith  his knife he 
cu t  a fo o t A w ood from  each punt 
p o le , with infinite la b o r ; then he 
fash ioned  the tpugh w ood into four 
Stout pegs. G urth  d rilled  two 
lio les  in the gunw ales of the punt, 
%i*h the dagy.r? which had been

taken from  P ierce. Then they hajn 
me red the pegs in to  the holes and 
m ade rough row locks. There w ere 
no. seats in  the punt, and the thin 
poles d id  n ot catch  the w ater very 
well, but by standing with their 
faces tow ards the bow  they were 
able, to  make slow but steady p ro ­
gress.

It was a little  unnerving. They 
cou ld  not be sure o f  their d irection  
ex ce p t in a very  general way. It 
was chilly  on this g rea t lake, and 
vor”  lonely . I ly la , and G urth  also, 
began to  think o f  the groat black 
hand. W ho knew w hat lay beneath 
those som bre w aters 1

N ever before  in th eir lives had 
they spent such an excitin g  day. 
H ardy as they w ere, inured to  all 
the chances and changes o f  a  rough 
day , they began  to  be rather afraid , 
and their nerves th robbed  uncom ­
fortab ly . In deed , it is little  to  be 
w ondered at. They w ere men and 
not machines o f  steel. Once a 
g ie a t  m oth, which hed strayed far 
out ov er  the w aters, flapped in to 
H y la ’ s face  with an unpleasant 
warm ness and beating  o f w ings. H e 
gave a  little  involuntary cry  of 
aiarm , which was echoed  with a  
quick gasp from  the other tw o.

“ W hat is th a t1!”  said C erdic.
“ O nly a bu terfleoge ,”  H yla  an­

sw ered him . “ F or  the m om ent I 
was feSrfu l, bu t it  was nothing, 
an c  as light as a  lea f on  a linden 
tr e e .”

“ H is t !”  said G urth  suddenly. 
“ L is te n ! C ann ot you  hear any­
thing 1 W ailin g  voices like spirits 
iu pain !”  They shipped the poles 
and ben t ou t over the boa t listening 

•intently.
Som ething strange was occu rrin g  

som e h a lf a mile aw ay, ju dg in g  from  
the sound. A  lon g  m usical wail 
csm e over the w ater a t regu lar in­
tervals, and it was answ ered by the 
sound o f many voices.

A s they w atched and listened in 
terror , they saw a  tiny speck of 
light on  a level with the w ater, 
which appeared  to  be m oving to ­
w ards them . The voices grew  lou d­
e r  and then with a  gasp o f re lie f 
the fugitives heard the ton es o f 
men singing.

“ They are the fathers from  
Tsom b,”  said H y la ; “ they are 
lock in g  for us, and have com e out 
in th eir b o a ts .”

The boa t o f the fathers was now 
quite close  to the serfs. The lan­
tern  in  the bow s sent ou t lon gj 
w avering streaks o f light in to  the 
da rk , and the m any voices were 
fu ll, and clear , and strong.

“ A h oy ! a h o y !”  shouted Cerdic 
in t"em ulous salutation .

The. singing stopped  suddenly. 
“ W hat are y o u ? ”  cam e over the 
wate ’ .

“ H yla  o f H ilgay , with Cerdic and 
G u rth .”

There was a fu ll-voiced  shout of 
w elcom e, and the great b oa t cam e 
alongside with a  swirl o f oars.

V ery  soon they cam e to  the o p ­
posite shore o f the lake.

The shore sloped gradually  dow n 
to  the lak e ’ s edge in a smooth, sweep 
c f  grass sward which m et the w ater 
w ithout any break. »A few yards up 

! the slope high trees fringed  a road 
which led to  the A bbey  on the h ill­
top . Icom b was, in fact, a low  is­
land abou t half a  m ile square. Its 
h ighest po in t was hardly ou t o f  the 
feu mists. R ound about in the 
coun try , the place w asialw ays spo- 
kei. o f as an A bbey , though it was, 
as a m atter o f  fact, no m ore than a 
P riory , and o f no great im portance 
at that.

Icom b was the m ost lonely  place 
in all the Eastern counties that the 
m onks cou ld  have chosen fo r  tbeir 
retreat from  the perils and unrests 
o f  this w orld . The low . tree-crow n- 
ed island h ill, surrounded by vast 
w aters, protected  by savage 
swamps, hidden in the very heart 
oT the fen , was ideal for  their pu r­
pose.

N o better sanctuary cou ld  be 
found for fugitives. R ichard  Es- 
pec, the prior  o f  Icom b, was always 
ready to ex ten d  a hand o f welcom e 
to the oppressed. The tim e was so 
b lack and evil, such a horrible  
cl cud  o f v iolence hung over E ng­
land, that he fe lt it  his bounden 
duty to  make his house a refuge.

The tw o boats w ere hauled up the 
slope, and the party w ent singing 
up the h ill in the m oonlight. The 
d ark  trees which lined the road 
nodded and w hispered at their pas­
sing, as the holy song went rolling 
away am ong the leaves. The three

serfs fe lt  w onderfu lly  sa fe  and 
happy. The d a rk  depths o f  the 
th icket had n o  suggestion  o f  a  lu rk ­
ing  enem y, the m oon  shone fu ll and 
V'hite ov er  the road , and above , the 
ta ll bu ild ings o f the P riory  w aited 
far them . The hand o f  G od  seem ed 
leading  them , and H is presence was 
very* near.

C H A P T E R  V II I .

They bu ried  G eoffroi de la 
B ourne, the day  after his m urder, 
in a p it dug in th e  castle chapel, 
ur.de r the flags. The be ll to lled , 
and the p illars o f  the place w ere 
bound round with black .

It  was n ot a  very  im pressive 
cerem ony. I  d o  n ot think that the 
little  chapel m ade it  appear sordid 
aixl taw dry. I t  was n ot the lack 
o f  furn iture fo r  ritual. Som e m ore 
subtle force  was at w ork. G od 
w ould  n ot be present at that fu n ­
era l, one m ight alm ost say.

A fter  the service was ov er  Fulke 
sum m oned Lew in and Anslem  to 
him in his own cham ber. The 
squires w ere not there, fo r  the p re­
parations for  the siege w ere being 
pushed on rapid ly, and they w ere 
d irectin g  them.

The th ree  men sat round a sm all, 
massive table . “ W e ll,”  said Fulke, 
1 ‘ it is m ost certain  that it was this 
theow  H yla . Everyth ing poin ts to  
that. As far as we have found, he 
was the chief instrum ent in the 
p lot. F or , look  y ou , it was to h im , 
so th at boy said before  he died , 
that the others looked . H e seemed 
to be the leader. Bv grace o f H ea­
ven all the rogues shall d ie  a very 
speedy death , but for  him I w ill 
have especia l c a r e .”

“ The thing is to  catch  h im ,”  said 
D om  A nslem , “ and I w ist no easy 
jo b . A re you  going to  pu ll down 
Icom b P r io ry ? ”

“ I w ould d o  that, and burn every 
m onk to c ind ers if I  had tim e and 
men en ou g h .”

“ That is im possib le ,”  said L e ­
win. “ My lord , it ’ s in the m iddle o f 
a lake, up a steep hill, and with a 
g ie a t  m oat and twin ou ter walls. 
W e cou ld  never com e by Ico m b .”  

“ A ls o ,”  said Anslem , “ we have 
but a  week at the m ost be fore  we 
are within these fou r w alls w ith no 
ou tgoing  for . many a d a y .”

“ W h at’ s tp d o 'i”  Fulke asked 
gloom ily.

“ This is a ll I  can think o f , ”  said 
Lew in. “ These serfs have fled to 
Icom b, and, no d ou bt, have been 
taken in very gladly  by th e  monks. 
W e are n ot loved  in thpse parts,
I.ord  Fulke. B ut R ichard Espic is 
not going  to  keep them  in great 
case with wine and heydegw yes. 
They w ill w ork fo r  their bread. 
Outside the m onastery w alls there 
is a  v illage fo r  the servants, on the 
edge o f the corn -lan ds. N ow  see, 
lord . A man may g o  begg ing  to 
Icom b, may he n ot?  F or  th e  night 
he w ill sleep in the hospitium . A f­
ter  that, if he w anteth wof-k, and 
w ill sign and deliver seisin to  be a 
man o f Icom b for three years, I 
d ou bt nothing but the m onks will 
have him gladly. They d o  ever on 
that plan. H e will live in the vil- 
l ig e .  W ell, then, that night let 
there be a sw ift boa t m oored to  the 
island, and let the first man com e 
to  it and te ll those therein  where 
this H yla  lies. The rest is very 
easy. A  man can be bound up and 
throw n into the boat in half-an- 
h our, and then wo w ill have him 
h e re .”

“ V enta il and V is o r !”  said Fulke, 
“ that is good , Lew in, we w ill have 
him safe as a rat. B ut I  have an ­
oth er  thought too . I had fo rg o t­
ten . The m an ’ s daughter E lgifu  is 
still in the castle. I t  is not fitting 
that she should liv e .”

“  ’ Tis but a g ir l ,”  said Lew in, the 
sentim entalist.

Fulke snarled at him. “ G irl or 
no g irl, she shall d ie , and d ie  heav­
ily. By the r o o d ! I w ill avenge my 
fa th er ’ s„m u rd er so th at men may 
talk of i t . ”

H is narrow  face was lit up with 
spite, and he brought his hand 
down upon the ta b le  with a great 
blow .

“ Perhaps you  are ■ right, my 
le r d ,”  said L ew in ; “ it is as well 
that she should be killed . I on ly 
thought that she is a very  pretty

“ There are plenty m ore, min- 
t e r .”

H e went to  the d o o r  and opened 
it, shouting dow n the sta irs^  A 
m an-at-arm s cam e clattering  up to 
him , m aking a great noise in the 
narrow  stone stairw ay. H e ord er­
ed  that the g irl should be brought 
to  him, and presently  she stood in 
fron t of them  white and trem bling, 
tor she saw their purpose in their 
eyes.

“ Y ou  are going to  be hanged, 
g ir l ,” '' said Fulke, “ and first you 
shall be well whipped in the castle 
yard . W hat of th at? D o  you  like 
that? H e * ? ”

She burst ipto p itifu l pleadings 
and trem ulous appeals. H er voice

On the Farm

T H E  O B JE C T  O F P R U N IN G .

W hy should we prun e a  fru it 
tre e ?  T h ere are m any peop le  w ho 
can scarcely  g ive a  reason for  
p iu n in g . I f  they can n ot g ive a  rea ­
son this is good  ev iden ce that they 
do n ot understand pruning.

Y ou  know  why we prune the 
hedge. I t  is for  the purpose o f  
keeping the hedge den se and low . 
W hy do  we n ot trim  ou r  oaks, 
m aples and elm s ? F or  th e  reason 
that we desire  them  to  b e .d en se ly  
headed, thus it  can n ot be said we 
tiim  ou r  apple trees to  m ake them 
m ere beautifu l. Should we trim  
ou r elm s, m aples and oaks back  to 
make them  lon ger  lived o r  m ore 
healthful ? N o, i t  is n ot natural 
fcr  trees.-of any kind to  be  pruned 
they a re  n ot a p t  to  be so lon g  lived 
a fter  pruning nor so handsom e to 
lco k  at.

The main o b je c t  o f pruning is to 
be ab le to  p rodu ce  la rger and b e t­
ter fru it than cou ld  be  secured 
w ithout pruning. I f  a fru it tree  is 
fihed with branches th ick ly , the 
t ie e  w ill have tw ice  as much fruit 
as it  can bring  to  perfection . I f  each 
y ear  we thin  o u t  a few  o f  the 
branches we thus thin ou t the fruit 
and a t  the same time, perm it the 
rays o f  the sun to  penerate so as 
to  c o lo r  the fru it and brin g  it  to  
perfection . I f  to o  many branches 
are taken o u t  and the sun adm it­
ted  to o  freely  in the. to p  o f the 
tree it may be in jurious. I f  there 
a ie  too  many branches in  the tree  
and they are too  close  togeth er the 
air can n ot circu late  am ong the 
b lan ch es and the fru it w ill not be 
as attractive nor as good  in qua­
lity. Sunshine and circu lation  o f 
air are  as necessary to  the fru it tree  
as fertility  in  the so il.— G reen ’ s 
F ru it G row er. ✓

W A T E R  S U P P L Y  IN  P A S T U R E .

Cow s need a  con stan t supply of 
w ater. In  the sum m er tim e when 
the days are warm  and the am ount 
o f  m oisture persp ired  by th e  ani­
mals is large, there is a  m ore ur­
gen t dem and th at w ater be  co n ­
venient to  the anim als abundant. 
The om m on practice  o f shutting 
the anim als in the back  pasture lot 
from  early  m orn ing till m ilking tim e 
in the evening  w ithout a chance to  
get. to  w ater, is w rong. E ither a r ­
rangem ents should be m ade so the 
cow s may com e to  th e  barn for 
w ater o r , better  yet, a  supply 
ohould be  had in  the pasture lot. 
A  windm ill can  be easily  and cheap-

rang in agony through  the room . 
“ 1  can n ot d ie , lo r d ,”  she said. 
“ Oh, lord , kill me not. My lord , 
my lord  ! my d ea r  l o r d ! I  cannot 
bear i t ! ”

The brute w atched her w ith a 
sneer, and then turned  to the man- 
at-arm s. “ Tie h er up to  the draw - 
well, strip  her naked and give her 
fifty stripes. Then hang her, nak­
ed , on the tree outside the castle 
g a te .”

(T o be con tin u ed .) -

ly  installed  o v er  a  w ell in th e  field . 
T he absen ce  o f bu ild ings n ear w ill 
m ake a  low  d errick  sufficient to  g et 
g ood  results. W ith  an overflow  p ipe 
properly  a rran ged  to  carry  away 
excess w ater, th e  m ill m ay b e  le ft 
in g ear  con stan tly , and w ill usual­
ly keep the anim als w ell supplied  
with fresh, w ater. The on ly  ca re  
requ ired  is to  keep th e  pum p pack ­
ed and the m ill o iled . N oth ing , o f 
cou rse , surpasses springs fo r  this 
purpose, bu t th ese a re  on ly  to  the 
few . A  running stream  is ex ce llen t 
bu t the practice  o f  m aking the cow s 
go to  stagnant pools  fo r  w ater c a n - . 
nor be too  severely  condem ned both  
on accou n t o f the health  o f  the ani-j 
reals and the w holesom eness of the 
m ilk .— A . H .

SU M M E R  C A R E  OF O R C H A R D S
B ’ t t'

T he In d iana  E xperim en t Station 
has sent o u t a c ircu lar u nder the 
above h eading , which is very  tim e­
ly. I t  ca lls  attention  to  the fact 
that, notw ithstanding the fru it cro p  
may have been badly  in jured , or  
even  to ta lly  destroyed , trees and 
plants should be  given good  care , 
so that fru it buds m ay be form ed 
fo r  n ex t y e a r ’ s crop . 1

This c ircu lar  says th at many fa r­
m ers in In diana planned to  give 
their orchards p rop er  ca re  this sea­
son, in the way o f  spraying, cu lt i­
vating, e tc .,  bu t th at with the de ­
struction  o f the cro p , they becam « 
d iscou raged , and w ere ready to 
give up try ing  to  keep trees healthy 
and v igorou s. This is a  m istake. 
Buds fo r  n ex t y ea r ’ s c rop  ara 
form ed this season, and trees can ­
not form  fru it  buds unless they 
are k ep t healthy and v igorou s. 
Take care  o f you r  trees every  y ear  
—then there w ill be few er off sea­
sons.

A R IS T O C R A T IC  SE W E R S . 

D evoting Them selves to  Em broi* 
dcry  and Tapestry M aking.

English wom en o f  position , fo l­
low ing in the w ake o f Lady C arew , 
Lady Elcho and Lady E dw ard T en ­
nant, are devotin g  them selves as 
much to  n eedlew ork  as d id  ever 
their grandm others and are  en ­
gaged upon em broideries and tapes- 
tiie s . Lady C arew  and h er sister, 
Mrst C ory, have n ot y et finished 
the grea t panels wherew ith they 
mean to  d ecora te  th e  walls o f  the 
fo rm er ’ s Irish  hom e, Castle Boro, 
a t W ex ford , and every  m orning 
they devote  som e hours to  the w ork.

Other ladies are becom ing home 
dressm akers and , accord in g  to  the 
G entlew om an, lay o u t on exquisite 
quality o f  hand w oven brocade , 
ve lvet and crepe  w hat they would 
otherw ise expend  on  labor.

Lady U chester has a swannery at 
A bbotsbu ry  o f  som e 1 , 1 0 0  b irds, to 
say nothing o f e ider ducks. Th« 
beautifu l white dow n co llected  from 
the birds is all sewn on to  a  quilt 
and each  is lin ed  with the predom - 
inating co lo r  o f th e  bed room  fo i 
which is is in tended, with pink, 
b iue, yellow  o r  oth er gay satin oi 
so ft silk. The white dow n is sewn 
on to  the upperm ost side o f  th« 
quilts, and the e ffect o f  them  in th« 
d ifferent room s is simply charm ing.

The satisist can ta lk  about th« 
“ average m an”  with im punity, be­
cause every  man considers himsell 
abcve the average.

A
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A flarorix^ used the same as lemon or ranittfc 
Bv dissolving granulated sugar in water end 

Saha adding Mapleme, a delicious syrup is made ape 
Kgfil a syrup better than maple. Maplelne is sold o f  
p i grocers. If not send SOc for $ ox. bottle an) 

recipe book. Crescent Mfy. Co.. Seattle, W s,

MOTOR CARRIAGES
AWARDED DEWAR TROPHY. +

The D ewar Challenge T rophy is aw arded yearly  by the 
R O Y A L  A U TO M O B ILE  CLU B for  the m ost m eritorious p er ­
form ance o f the year under the general regulations for certi­
fied trials.

The New D aim ler engir.s has now been in the hands of 
the public for nearly 18 months'; quite long enough  to prove its 
m erit ; ow ners are sending in testim onials by every post and 
we should like to  forw ard to any person or  persons in terest­
ed  a com plete set o f literature fully explain ing  this m arvel­
lous new m otor. Send also for our new illustrated book let, 
“ The D ew ar T rophy and how it was w on ,”  a h istory o f the 
G reatest Engine Test on R ecord .

T h e  D a i m l e r  M o t o r  G o . ,  < i9M ) L i m i t e d ,
C O V E N T R Y ,  E N G L A N D .


