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F R E E D O M  A T  L A S T
H isto ry  of a  M an  W h o  L ive d  in  

M ise ry  an d T o rtu re

at- "■ — ■—  1 ~ ...... ........ *
C H A P T E R  V I .— (C on t’ d) j quick , else we d i e ! "

| T here was a  sudden ja r  as the 
F rom  th e  castle  theTe now  cam e p row of the punt co llided  with the 

tlie  shrill notes o f a tu cket, and m asonry. The tw o serfs leapt into 
tie*? the castle  bell begap to  to il G urth  took  the lon g  pole and 
fu iio u s ly , and a  confused  n oise  of plunged it deep into the w ater. The 
shouting  floated dow n the hill. n,|,sc]es grew rigid on his bare back 
W uen they hurried  to  the landing- stood out upon his arm s as he 
stage  they found th at the boats had bent for  on e m ighty stroke. The 
been duly  scuttled. H ere  and there SC)’<}iers w ere on ly tw enty yards 
a gunw ale p ro jected  ou t of the a.vay. W ith  an incredib le slowness, 
w ater, and on th e  stones lay the ^  seem ed to  the fugitives, the
cindac o f  a cross-bow  with which 

h oles had been m ade in the boats. 
H y la  gave a lon g, low  whistle

arms o f the punter began to  leng
then as the boa t m oved. In another 
second the p ropelling  im pulse gath-

an d  waited fo r  G urth to  g lide out e red force  and speed, and just as
e f the reeds borderin g  the great the first man arrived upon the
fen . There was no rep ly , and the landing-stage it g lided  rapidly over 
tw o fugitives look ed  at each  oth er the w ater. There was a thud as it 
ic  alarm . Then C erdic w histled ra - struck the floating body, and a hor- 
th er  lou der, bu t still the welcome, rid liquid bu bblin g , and then in an- 
eight o f  the b oa t did n ot com e to  other second they en tered  the pas- 
them . sage and the reeds h id them  from

“ Som ething has happened  to  the view., G urth  sank dow n, deadly  
in om e,”  C erdic said, “ I  am sure sick, upon the floor  o f  the punt, 

- th a t h e  w ould n ot forslow e us like ai d the pole , held  by one hand
this if a  w ere sa fe .”  on ly , dragged  am ong the rushes

“ W hat shall we u o  ?”  asked H yla. with a sound like a sickle in corn  
“ I  d o  not k n ow ,”  said C erdic, h;s The three men crou ch ed  in the 

ccu ra ge  ooz in g  o u t of him every  bottom  of the boa t, listening to  the 
xnoment. Their position  was cer- angry clam or on  the opposite  shore, 
ta in ly  sufficiently perilous. Th ere An arrow  or  tw o passed over their 
was, as yet, nothing to  con n ect heads, and one fe ll from  a height 
them  with the crim e, but half-an- in 10 the very prow  of the boat, but 
h ou r m ight a lter  everyth ing. I t  none of them  w ere touched. There 
was, m oreover, quite certa in  that y-as n ot an ounce o f courage am ong 
in a  search, on e party at least ti em. They had no strength to  go
w ould  b e  aent dow n  to  the river.

They stood there gazing at each 
oth er in grea t alarm .

“ I have a grea t fear  th at we are 
lo s t ,”  H y la  said.

The castle bell away on the h ill
top still rang lou dly , and the shrill 
m etallic notes of the tuckets called  

answ ered to  each other all
“ In deed , I  believe s o ,”  answ er- round, 

ed  the other, with strained, te r r i- j As they lay in the reeds n ot thir 
fied eyes. ty yards from  their pursuers, these

B oth  o f  them  fe lt that they w ere noises o f alarm  filled them  with 
hard in the very  grip of unkind fear. A  voice  rang o u t from  the 
cncum Btance. They shook like riv- excited  babble across the river and 
er-s :d e  w illow s when the w ind (lung an echoin g  and m alignant 
blowB. ; th iea t at them .

N ow  as they stood togeth er  com - A lthough they cou ld  see nothing, 
m uning as to  w hat they should d o , the w hole scene was painted for 
and with a grea t sinking o f heart them with noise. They heard the 
it  chance that their faces were voices sink in to a quick m urm ur o f 
tu rned  tow ards the r iver, away conversation , and then hurried  
from  the castle. They look ed  m ost footsteps sped up the h ill with 
eagerly  tow ards the reeds upon  the messages for  the castle, 
o th er  side. _ j S till they stayed trem bling in the

The river Tan sluggishly like oil, punt and m ade no e ffort to  escape, 
and there was no breaking up o f ; All the w eight of the terr ib le  tra 
its surface. H ere and there som e ditions that overh un g th e ir  class 
dancin g  w ater-flies m ade a tiny rip- i was upon them . The great effort 
pie, but that was all. | they had m ade, their incred ib le

Suddenly a g rea t fish lea p t o u t : buldness, now le ft them  with little 
ox the m iddle w ater high in to the n o r e  spirit, in spite of their good 
a ir. A flash o f  silver, a glim pse o f  fortu ne, than whipped dogs. The 
w hite belly , and with a loud  re- m om ent was enough, for  the mo- 
p c r t  it  was gone. Sullen circles m ent they were safe from  capture, 
w idened out and broad ened  tow ards and the voices o f the soldiers-—how 
them . Then they saw at the very j terrib ly  near !—did  not stir them to 
p lace where the bream  had disap- j a ctio  .
peared  the still surface o f the w a te r ; jfc ^vas on ly when their peril be- 
v a s  v iolently  ag itated . T h e y ; cam e im m inent th at they were 
w atched in am azem ent. A  g r e a t : reused from  their apathy. Sounds 
black  o b je ct heaved slowly up in to  j o f activ ity  floated over to  them . A 
view , fu ll six feev long. I t  was the voice  was giving directions, and 
body  of P ierce , the m an-at-arm s, a l l : there was a shout o f “ N o w ,”  fo l- 
sw ollen  by w ater. The fa ce  was lo v e d  by a harsh, grating  noise, 
puffed into an enorm ous g ro te sq u e , rfh e  serfs realized that the soldiers 
and the open  eyes seem ed co g n isa n t!}, ;i<j been able to  drag one o i  the 
o f  them . i sunken punts on to  the landing-

The faces o f  the tw o serfs becam e | stage. A lm ost im m ediately a noise 
asheu w hite, and they look ed  at c f ham m ering was heard. They 
« a c h  other in terrib le  fear. j were repairing the boat.

‘ W hat a visom -ie!”  said C erdic. At th at shrill, om inous sound
“ G od  shows us that we are to  die. 

M y lord  w ill be y w rock en ,”  said 
H yla .

‘ See how  it seems alive

C erdic rose from  the bottom  of the 
punt trem bling  with excitem ent. 
“ M en ,”  he said in a deep, startled 
voice , “ we have been here to o  long, 

“ Y es, th a t d oes it. I  can  see a death  is like  to  com e ou r  way. 
"he h ole  in ’ s neck. The fishes have fa int hearts th at we have

been ! Com e, silent now ! take poles 
and let us get away. I  know the

the
been  at i t .”

“ Oh, cou rage , co u ra g e ! W histle ___ _______ __________ ______
lo r  G urth  once m ore. P erchance he j f^ns better than those devils, 
is n earer now, perchance he is confident was his voice  and
n earer, and, n ot know ing we are so burning with excitem ent, that in 
h ere , com eth n o t .”  j one m om ent it lashed th eir  cow ard -

“ I  cannot^ sound a n ote , ray j ice away. H y la  sprung tow ards the 
breath  is h ot and my lips are very , st ern p 0le and G urth lifted  the

>’ ,1 ,1 l 11dry . W histle you  for  me.
Just then a noise of shouting be 

hind their backs m ade them  both 
wheel round sw iftly. H alf-w ay 
dow n  the h ill a  grou p  of m e.i-at- 
e im s  were running tow ards them .

Cerdic gave a great wail o f d e 
spair.

O ne o f the soldiers drop ped  upon 
his knee, and a long arrow  cam e 
past them  singing like a great 
wasp. I t  ricochetted  over the 
w ater in to  the reeds beyond. The 
sold iers w ere now a hundred and 
fifty yards aw ay, shouting fiercely 
as they cam e on.

H yla  turned  a  last hopeless 
g isn ce  to  the river. Just as he did 
so  a long nose shot out o f  the reeds, 
and the punt they had waited for 
g lided  swiftly i o w i . t h e m .

“ H allo , h a l l o C e r d i c  ye lled  in 
a o  a g o * ?  o f exs 'tem en t; “ Quick,

other, then, with hardly a  m ove
ment save a few  tiny splashes, the 
boa t glided slowly away into the 
h eart o f  the fen . The voices of the 
soldiers becam e fainter and more 
fa int till they cou ld  hear them  no 
m ore.

The ringing blow s o f the hamm er 
pursued them a little  further, until 
in a few  m inutes those a lso  died  
away, and they were alone in the 
fen.

A ll round them  the grea t reeds 
rose and w hispered, enorm ous bu l
rushes with fu rry  heads like young 
w ater-rats nodded  tow ards them  as 
they raced fo r  life dow n those dark 
m ysterious w aterw ays. D eeper and 
deeper into the h eart o f th e  great 
fen sped the boat. G urth  and H y 
la w orked with the precision  of 
m achines. There was a w onderfu l
ly stim ulating effect in the rhythm

o f  the action . The w ater becam e a  
deep  shining black , show ing in ca l
cu lable  depths below . In  ord er  to  
propel the boa t a t  a ll they had to  
sk irt the very fr in g e  o f  the m orass, 
for there on ly  cou ld  the poles find 
bottom . A t  each  heave and life , 
under which the punt k icked  fo r 
w ard like som e living th ing, the 
poles cam e up clo tted  and sm eared 
with stinking blaek m ud, undisturb
ed be fore  fo r  hundreds o f  years. 
Som etim es, at a deeper push, the 
mud was a greyish white and stud 
ded with tiny shells, tokens which 
tho. g rea t sea had le ft  beh ind to  tell 
that on ce it had dom inion  there.

A ll wild nature fled before  their 
racing approach . A hundred yards 
ahead, even  in those tortu ou s ways, 
fat unclean birds of the fen rose 
heavily  and clanged  aw ay o v er  the 
marshes. As the throb o f  the poles 
cam e near them , the fish shouldered 
each  other in flight. E tery  now 
and again  they rushed over a still, 
w icked p oo l teem ing with fish, and 
the rush o f their passage made 
w hite-bellied  fish leap ou t o f  the 
w ater in te rror . Once they saw a 
grea t black vole, as large as a  rab 
bit, swimming in the m iddle o f the 
w ater. • H e heard them com ing, and 
turned  a w et sm ooth head to  lo o k ; 
then with a tw inkle o f  his eyes he 
dived  and disappeared .

G radually  the speed o f the boa t 
slackened as the tw o men grew 
tired . The excitem en t o f  the day 
began to  te ll on them , and they fe lt 
in their arms how w eary they w ere. 
C erdic, who perhaps by v irtue of 
his years ,or personal m agnetism  
seem ed to  be indubitably their 
leader, saw it in th eir  faces. He 
saw that not on ly  were they physi
ca lly  worn out, but th at energy 
was going from  their brains also

“ Stop y o u ,”  said this shrewd 
person . “ W e are far from  them 
now. I t  is time fo r  rest and food . 
N othing loth , they put dow n the 
punt poles, and pushed the nose o f 
the b oa t into a  litle  bay of reeds, 
ou t of the main w ater.

“ F o o d ? ”  said H yla , “ with all my 
heart, I d id  n ot know  you  had 
any. W h ere  is it  p ig h t?”

C erdic gave a little  superior grin. 
H e took  up a skin w allet which lay 
by his side and produced  the ma
terials fo r  a feast. S ix  great green 
eggs, stolen from  a sitting duck 
w lich  had belonged  to  the ill-fa t 
ed P ierce , were ‘ the staple food . 
B tile d  hard and eaten with black 
b ie a d  and som e scraps of co ld  
m eat, they were a banquet to  the 
fugitives. F or  drink  they had no
thing but m arsh w ater, which they 
sucked up through  a h ollow  reed. 
Tt was blackish and rather stag
nant, but it  refreshed them  m ight
ily

“ A nd how far  have you  g ot now, 
do you  think ?”  said Gurth.

“ N ear half w ay ,”  answ ered C er
d ic , “ but it has been easy going, 
and we shall not get such free 
w ater now. I t  is a back way to 
Icom b that we have com e by up till 
now . W hybeare there was a broad  
passage, a great stretch  of w ater, 
buc that was in K ing W illiam ’ s 
tim e, when boats brou gh t corn  from  
Edm undsbury. N ow  th e  m onks 
have corn lan d  o f their ow n, and 
<crn com es from  N orw ich  also. The 
passage is all grow n with weed and 
reeds, and no man may go up it  in 
any vesse l.”

“ W here must we go, th e n ?”  H y
la  asked him.

“ N o r ’ wards fo r  som e m iles, tak 
ing any way w e can th at is open. 
Then we shall com e to  the lake o f 
W ilfrid , and bevond that is the ab 
b e y .”

“ W hat is W ilfr id  Lake, and who 
v a s  he ?”  said H yla . “ I have been 
upon its w ater, but I  do  not know 
why it  is ca lled  that. A lso , it has 
a bad name, and they say spirits 
are seen upon it .”

“ W ilfrith  was once P r ior  of 
Ico m b ,”  said C erdic, “ a  good 
p iiest, and much loved by G od . Up- 
or. a day he was w alking by the lake 
side, when he was seized by law 
less men and robbed  of his gold  
cross, and le ft bound to a tree  in 
the forest, near the m onastery. It 
was evening, and he cou ld  see the 
robbers getting into their boats to 
cross the lake. So he prayed to  
G od . ‘L o r d , ’ he cried , ‘ I  have not 
loved Thee enough. D eliver me from  
m.v need, and with Thy help  I  will 
to  co rre ct  and fram e my life that 
h erce forth  I  may serve Thee bet
te r . ’ As he prayed, and when the 
thieves w ere a b ou t half-w ay over 
tho lake, there cam e a g rea t black 
hand up ou t o f  the w ater and seiz- 
e-.i the boa t and dragged  it into the 
depths. A t the same tim e his bonds 
fell from  him , and he becam e fr e e .”

“ A black  h an d ,”  said H yla  un
easily , “ that w ould be a fearful 
th ing to  m eet w ith .”

“ W e shall not do s o ,”  said C er
d ic , “ for  I  believe th at the G reat 
Ones are helping us to-day . W ho 
know s th at they are n ot with us 
now ? W e have killed L ord  G eof

fro i fo r  h is cru elty  and sins, fo r  a ll 
he was a lo r d .”

They p rattled  th ere  a  litt le  lon g 
er , w illing th at th eir  rest should be 
com plete.

N ow , a t eventide, a ll the fishes 
began to  rise a t the flies, and the 
w aters becam e like stained glass, 
and peace was ov er  all th at w ild 
scene. '

The voices of the serfs insensibly 
d ropped , and m ade low  m urm urs, 
no lou der than the sounds o f  the 
cock chafers and long-m ailed  w ater- 
flies that now boom ed and danced 
over the fen.

The m oon was slow ly rising when 
they put o u t again  on  the last stage 
of their jou rn ey , punting with less 
haste, bu t m aking good  going , nev- 
theless. They w ere in  exce llen t 
sp irits.

(T o be con tin u ed .)

On the Farm
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F R U IT -P A C K IN G  P R IZ E S .

The D epartm ent o f  A gricu lture 
fo r  the P rovin ce of British  C olum 
bia has decided  to  en cou rage good 
fru it-pack ing  th rou gh ou t the P rov 
ince. L ast w inter, in many o f  the 
f iu it  d istricts, packing schools w ere 
condu cted , and at that tim e it  was 
tstated that he D eparm ent w ould 
L sue dip lom as to  those attaining a 
cetra in  standard o f proficiency 
This proficiency w ill be estim ated 
on  the fo llow in g  b a s is :

1 A t each pack ing-school the in- 
s t iu cto r  gives each student a g ra d 
ing based on proficiency acqu ired  
in packing.

2 . Each student w orking as a 
packer is asked to  n otify  the D e 
partm ent o f  the nam e and address 
o f the packing concern  em ploying 
him . T he em ployer w ill be asked 
to  furnish a statem ent regarding 
the proficiency and speed o f the stu
d en t as a p ractica l packer during 
th^ season.

3. P acking contests w ill be held 
at many o f the agricu ltural fairs 
for  packing-school students. Packed 
fruit, exh ib ited  by them  w ill be 
judged  by an ex p ert packer, and 
their proficiency in  sho^-packing 
judged.

F ifteen , ten  and five dollars w ill 
be given as first, second and th ird  
prizes. T he cond ition s a r e : Each 
exh ib it m ust consist o f five boxes 
o f  a p p le s ; five or  few er v a r ie tie s ; 
five p a ck s ; all layers, ex cep t face, 
w ra p p e d ; b ox  need not be n a ile d ; 
fru it may be  w ip e d ; no layer 
papers.

S core  as fo l lo w s : G radin g  o f
fru it, 2 0 ; pack ing, 2 0 ; bu lge, 2 0 ; 
height o f ends, 2 0 ; firmness, 2 0 ; 
tota l poin ts, 100. M axim um  points 
obtainable by p u p ils : P roficiency
ir. packing school, 2 0 0 ; practical 
pack 'ng , 10 0 ; pack ed -fru it contest, 
100 ; tota l, 400. P ackers scoring 
300 points (o r  75 per cen t .) w ill be 
awairded dip lom as by the D ep art
m ent o f  A gricu lture.

Tt is believed  that, in setting such 
a high standard o f proficiency, the 
e ffort necessary w ill be  w ell worth 
m aking. The increased dem and for

good  packers in B ritish  C olum bia 
in the im m ediate fu tu re  w ill m ake 
such a certificate  va luable. R . M . 
W inslow , P rovin cia l H orticu ltu rist, 
is look in g  a fter  the contests.

W E A N IN G  T H E  LA M B S.

W hen lam bs are fou r  m onths o la . 
they will, as a  rule, d o  b e tter  w ean
ed  than , running with the ew es, i i  
a  fresh cipher pasture is provided  
for  them . This is generally  avail
ab le  very soon  after  the hay cro p  
has been gathered. Fresh, clean  
w ater should also be provided  for  
the lam bs, and salt, either k ept in 
a covered  box , w here they may take 
it at w ill, or  a little  d ropp ed  in 
bunches on the grass, near the wa
ter  or  feed trou gh s, on ce  o r  tw ice 
a week. O rdinarily , on  good  fresh 
grass, the lam bs w ill do  very well 
w ithout add itiona l feed in g , bu t ii 
they are in tended  fo r  show o r  sell
ing early  fo r  breed in g , they w ill be 
better  fo r  a feed of oats or oats and 
bran once or tw ice a  day , fed  in 
tiou g h s in the field . F or  show 
larnbs, the addition  of a  little  
ground o il cake will help to  im prove 
their cond ition .

W hen the lam bs are w eaned, the 
shears should be used to  shorten  
the w ool on the en ds o f their docked 
tails, and to  c lip  off any tags of 
d irt which may be  '-resent. L ater, 
they w ill d o  w ell on  a  stubble field , 
v/l>ere a new seeding o f c lover  has 
grow n  w ell, or, i f  a p iece  o f  rape 
has been sow n, the lam bs w ill d o  
rem arkably  w ell on this a fter  be
com ing used to  it . They should n ot 
bo put upon this a t first when it  is 
wet from  rain  or  dew , bu t in the 
a ftern oon s on fine days, and they 
will be  better  a t  first fo r  the run 
of a grass pasture, as well,- though 
when used to  the rape, they w ill 
thrive satisfactorily  confined on  this 
a lone, and will fatten  faster on  rape 
la to in the fa ll than on any oth er 
p ic tu re , even when the rape  has 
been repeatedly  frozen , and, in 
deed , when partially  covered  with 
snow. W hen the lam bs are being  
w eaned, the ew es should be kept in 
a field as fa r  d istant from  them  as 
can be a rra n g e d ,. and should be  
kept on short or  dry pasture fo r  a 
few days in o rd er  to  d ry  up the 
milk. I f  any udders are noticed  
very fu ll, they should be relieved 
by hand m ilking tw o o r  three tim es, 
at intervals o f a  coup le  o f  days, to  
avoid in jury. F o r  security from  at
tacks by d ogs, it is w ell to  have a 
small cow -bell or  tw o on  m em bers 
of each b ra n c h ,# ! _the_flo«k,— Ftw-—  
m a r's  A dvocate .

A sliced banana added to  a grape 
f iu it  salad is con sidered  an im 
provem ent by som e housewives.

Brush the top  o f bread  loavea 
when put to  rise with m elted but
te r  or lard  and the cru st w ill be 
very ten der.

In m aking curta ins o f swiss o i  
anj o th er m aterial that w ill shrink 
when w ashed, buy on e-ha lf yard 
m ere than the desired  length. In  
m aking the heading to  pu t the rod 
through  turn  the e x tra  length  over 
on the fron t o f curta in , hem with 
a narrow  hem , and when gathered 
on  the rod it makes a valance ru f
fle which is a ttra c tiv e ; then when 
curta ins need washing let ou t the 
heading and if they shrink much the 
ex tra  length can be used to  length
en the curta in .
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C a n a d ia n  A p p re c ia tio n
Langham  H otel, London.

G entlem en ,— I wish to  express my appreciation  o f the 38 
h .p . D aim ler which you  have delivered to  me. B e fore  ship
ping the car to  Canada I made a three w eeks’ tr ia l o f  it, co v 
ering  some 1,200 miles. The car ran perfectly , and I  never 
had the slightest trou b le  o f any kind, and I think it quite lives 
up to  the many claim s you make for  it . The silence, sm ooth
ness o f running, and pow er o f acceleration  on hills is really 
rem arkable.

My petro l consum ption  was 1G miles to  the ga llon , includ
ing a great deal o f driving in traffic. The tyres show no ap
preciable signs of w ear, and I think it will prove light on  tyres.

I am really  delighted with the c a r .—Y ours sincerely,
(S igned) C. A . BO O N E, o f T oron to , Canada.

“ T h e  m o s t  
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